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Going…Going…Gone! Demolition of the large barn closest to SR-162 at the former Inglin Dairy marked the first stage of the salmon restoration
project underway at the South Prairie Creek Preserve.

SOUTH PRAIRIE
CREEK PRESERVE CONSTRUCTION IS
UNDERWAY!
Some of the final steps to restore a halfmile section of South Prairie Creek for
improved salmon habitat are underway!
This project is the culmination of more
than 15 years of work to first acquire the
property from its previous owners, Bert
and Carolyn Inglin who ran their familyowned dairy here for many decades.
That was followed by some initial planting
of the riparian and floodplain areas,
accomplished in large part by citizen
volunteers. Then a project development

team, led by the South Puget Sound
Salmon Enhancement Group, was
formed in 2013 to work through multiple
iterations of modeling, engineering
and design, grant applications, and
procurement of permits. And now,
construction!
After years of work, this project took
flight at the end of winter. The first order
of business has been demolition of the
former dairy structures and out-buildings.
These buildings, visible from SR-162, have
been landmarks in the South Prairie
Creek valley for years. Their absence
is one of the most tangible parts of the
project that the average passerby will
notice.

Over the next few months, an old side
channel will be excavated through the
north floodplain. Various types of large
wood structures will be installed in the
streambanks and on the floodplain.
Channel-spanning structures will be
placed in the mainstem to collect smaller
rocks and gravel for improved salmon
habitat. Several dozen acres will be
planted to provide long-term benefits
such as shade, habitat, and soil stability.
We look forward to bringing you a full
recap of the project as it progresses.
And starting this Fall, we expect to have
many opportunities for interested parties
to help with the plantings and see this
project up close.
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WELCOME RYAN BIRD

Ryan enjoying an early spring hike
on Mt. Rainier, with Mt. Adams in
the background.

PCD WELCOMES
NEW HABITAT
IMPROVEMENT
COORDINATOR,
RYAN BIRD
As an individual who grew up in the
PNW, I’ve always had a strong affinity
for nature which undoubtably primed
me for a career in natural resources. My
interests developed while earning my
bachelor’s degree in wildlife ecology
and conservation sciences, where I
focused largely on aquatic ecology
and conservation. Being a dual BritishAmerican citizen born in the UK, I
decided to enhance my career by
moving to Scotland and completing
a master’s degree in ecology and
environmental biology. My research
focused on how habitat and water
quality affects amphibian reproductive
behavior in both natural and artificial

aquatic systems, and I was able to gain
essential skills relating
to research methods, conservation, and
scientific communication.
Having strong roots in the PNW, I
decided to move back to the USA,
where I plan on continuing my career for
the long haul. Since honing my interests
in ecology at a young age, I’ve been
able to gain experience and augment
my technical repertoire interning
at a conservation district, being an
undergraduate researcher, volunteering
for various restoration and conservation
events, working as a restoration
technician, and working as an aquatic
monitoring field lead. Aside from my
career interests, I love nature and active
outdoor activities, I’m an avid reader,
I’m keen on technology and enjoy the
occasional video game binge, and I’m a
multi-instrumentalist who is unlikely to
ever turn down a jam sesh. I’ve always
been passionate about restoration
and conservation practices, and I’m

very excited to be the new habitat
improvement coordinator and facilitate
tangible improvements throughout
Pierce County.
Ryan fills the position previously held by
Kramer Canup. Kramer left PCD at the
end of 2019 to pursue other passions
and explore new places. We are thankful
for all the heart and soul Kramer put into
his work with the Habitat Improvement
Team. Among other accomplishments,
Kramer designed and implemented a
revegetation monitoring program to track
our planting projects, and he often took
the lead on site prep and maintenance
plans for restoration projects.
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ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
WASHINGTON STATE
FAIR VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED
Everything is in flux these days, but
fingers crossed the State Fair will
happen later this summer (September
4-27). Should it happen, we’ll need
volunteers to help us at our booth.
Interested in helping spread the
word about PCD programs and
opportunities? Fair admission and
parking will be provided in return for
your support.
Contact Chris at ChrisT@piercecd.org
or (253) 845-9770 x112 if interested.

EE PROGRAM GOES DIGITAL
Like many things, our environmental education programming
got turned upside down this spring. With schools closed and
programs canceled, we turned to virtual programming to help
families get some home science in during quarantine. We featured
a different theme each week and posted videos, projects and
activities to do from home. Maybe you caught some of them on
our Facebook page and website. If you didn’t, fear not! You can
visit our Environmental Education page at PierceCD.org/218/
Environmental-Education to see the collection of these virtual
programs. The time is always right to explore nature and learn
more about protecting our valuable natural resources.

POLLINATOR
POSTER
CONTEST
Science and art make a great
team. The latest example is this
year’s NACD poster contest,
which focuses on our beloved
pollinators. All K-12 students are
invited to submit their artwork
as part of the contest. For more
information, visit the EE page on
our website.
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HABITAT IMPROVEMENT
RESTORATION IN YOUR BACKYARD - A DIY GUIDE
Did you know that habitat improvement and environmental restoration can be as simple as weed removal? Most non-native
invasive plants (ie. weeds) have damaging effects to our systems even when they are not directly competing for space.
Removing them keeps soil, water, and native critters healthy and happy; and it prevents them from spreading far and wide via
wind, animals, and rhizomes.
You’ll also benefit from weed control. The sun (Vitamin D), exercise, and dirt on your hands (its microbes promote serotonin,
which relieves depression and anxiety) are great for your health; and it’s social-distancing-friendly.
Tis the season… Summer is the prime time to remove weeds.
• The rainy season won’t work if you will be disturbing large areas of dirt (that causes erosion).
• Weeds which require pesticide will respond to it best when they are actively growing.
• Flowering annual weeds will often be controlled well simply by cutting off flower heads before they bloom.
So let’s nip some weeds in their buds…
Ivy species: Hand pull the shoots and roots of this one for best results. If ivy is growing up
any trees, cut (or saw) the ivy at chest height – you can leave the ivy above that level, but
try to clear everything below within at least five feet of the trunk. Morning glory, yellow
archangel, and several other viny weeds are treated similarly – some have more intricate and
fragile roots though, so try to get as much as possible from that under-ground network.
Invasive blackberries (Himalayan blackberry & cut-leaf blackberry): Cutting blackberry
canes won’t get you very far without follow-up work, unfortunately. If you can, cut the canes
away until you can access the stem and surrounding ground. Now start digging – shovels
work well, and pulaskis and pick-mattocks are even better tools for the job. Once you find
and remove the “root ball” of each plant, you’ll fare much better in this battle.
Invasive trees like English holly, laurels, butterfly bush, bird cherry, English hawthorn, and
European ash: As with blackberries, cutting will only encourage growth and make matters
worse unless you follow-up with some specific actions. Except in very young trees, root
removal is exceedingly difficult. After cutting all shoots as flatly and closely to the ground as
possible, paint some herbicide* onto the freshly cut shoots.
*Read your herbicide label fully and carefully – make sure that your species in listed on it for
this type of control, and follow all directions carefully.
And don’t forget proper disposal! Many a cautionary tale tells us the dangers of basking in
victory prematurely - this is where proper disposal comes into play. Piled or spread weed
matter will easily reinfest areas, and if thrown in the yard waste bin or compost, they will
infest wherever that compost is ultimately delivered and spread. Many seeds are viable
for over 100 years! Any plants with flowers or seeds attached must be bagged and put in
the garbage. For plants without flowers or seeds, it is still important to properly dispose of
their shoots and roots, which can remain viable for weeks or months. It’s best to intensively
dry out the plant material (for a week or more) on concrete or tarps before putting in the
compost or yard waste bin. No need to worry about tree branches more than a half inch in
diameter though.
Want to learn more about invasive weeds and how to control them?
Visit our friends at Washington State Noxious Weed Control Board at www.nwcb.wa.gov
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HABITAT: CONSERVATION DIY

Find more tips for monitoring your
shoreline at https://piercecd.org/
ShoreFriendlyPierce
Contact our Shorelines Program
Manager to learn more about how
you can help protect your property
and protect Puget Sound.
Email Mary at maryk@piercecd.org

SUMMER CHECKLIST
FOR MONITORING
YOUR SHORELINE
PROPERTY
Living on the waterfront offers many
benefits and some challenges as well.
The marine shoreline is a naturally
dynamic place where change is to be
expected. Understanding your typical
coastal processes is an important part
of identifying potential problems and
protecting our shared natural resources.
These tips offer some easy ways to start
monitoring your shoreline this summer
to help you protect your property and
Puget Sound.
1. Check drainage outputs
Test your drainage system for leaks
by running water through the system
during the dry season. Confirm that the
amount of water going in equals the
amount coming out. Check corrugated
pipe even more frequently, as it is prone
to failures and cracks as it ages. Check
your hose bibs regularly for leaks. Fix
any drainage issues immediately.
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2. Take site photos
Choose a few “photo-monitoring”
points, at least one of which is on
the beach looking toward the land.
Choose stable locations that are easy
to find again, so that you can return
several times a year to take pictures.
It is also very helpful to take pictures
after any major weather or erosion
events. Annotate photos with dates and
important features.
3. Check and maintain your septic
system
The septic tank liquid level should be
near the top unless you have had it
pumped. Low levels in your tank may
indicate that your tank is cracked or
leaking into the soil. Be sure your drain
field is functioning properly; wet areas
during dry periods could indicate
problems that need to be addressed
immediately.
4. Check for water level changes in
swimming pools, water features, and
drinking water wells
Keep an eye on water depth in your well
(measure this at the same time each
year to check for sudden, unexplained

changes in water level). When working
with your drinking water well, be sure to
follow all protocols provided by the WA
State Department of Health - Drinking
Water (publication No. 331-428), to
protect your water.
5. Watch for seeps and springs in your
bank during all seasons
Take special note of NEW seeps, springs
or saturated ground in areas that have
not typically been wet before. Again,
determine if the seeps or leaks are
related to your water features, drainage
system(s), or land use practices.
6. Watch for unexpected plants that are
taking over
Invasive plants can move in and crowd
out native plants that would otherwise
offer many benefits, including stabilizing
your shoreline and providing habitat
for local wildlife. On the shoreline,
invasive vines like Himalayan blackberry
or English ivy can cover slopes and
obscure issues. Make note of new
weeds, even outside of landscaped
areas. Contact us for shoreline weed
removal best practices.

ON THE FARM
EQUIPMENT LOAN AND RENTAL

SPRING FARM
WORKSHOP
Pasture Management Farm Tour
Monday, June 22, 3:00pm - 5:00pm, Roy
Walk the fields of a 50-acre former dairy turned beef cattle,
horse, and hay farm in Roy with Marty Chaney, Agronomist with
the USDA’s Natural Resource Conservation Service, Gudrun
Mahrt, a sales representative from Columbia River Carbonates,
Warwick Bryant, a custom farmer and sheep and hay grower
from the Key Peninsula, and Rene’ Skaggs Farm Resource
Specialist with the Pierce Conservation District to review the
importance of soil analysis, addressing drainage or irrigation
considerations, and to discuss the connection between healthy
forage growth and weed competition.
Learn how to correctly assess existing production levels,
identify common weed species and control methods,
accurately determine nutrient application rates, and maximize
forage outputs. This tour will be available in a virtual format via
Facebook Live and Zoom, and a recording of the tour will also
be available after the event.

NEW 2020 COVER
CROP COST SHARE
PROGRAM!
As our cover crop program enters its
third year, we are excited to pilot a new
cost share program to support farmers
using cover crops. Whether you are
an experienced cover cropper looking
to try a new seeding mix or you are
interested in trying cover crops for the
first time, this program is for you!
PCD is offering 75% cost share, up to
$150/acre, for cover crop seedings in
2020. Eligible expenses include seed,
inoculant, fertilizer, labor and equipment
rental for establishing cover crops.
Steps to access this program are:

Some equipment loan and rentals have been
suspended until further notice or are being
managed in modified ways at this time. Please
contact us for more information.
Available for loan:
- hay probe
- nose pumps for off-channel livestock watering
- temporary electric fencing
- tools for high tensile fence installation
Available for rent:
- manure spreaders
- poultry processing equipment
- no-till seed drill
- flail mower
Manure Share Program
Visit our website for a contact list of local farms
with manure to share!
Free Soil Testing for Hay Fields, Pastures, and
Commercial Crops. This service can be done
remotely if preferred.

1.) Work with a PCD farm planner to fill
out a simple jobsheet for your cover
crop seeding.
2.) Seed your cover crop and receive
your cost share reimbursement.
3.) Share what you learn! Complete a
short evaluation with a PCD planner
after you terminate your cover crop
planting to capture successes and
lessons learned that PCD can use with
our cover crop network. An important
goal for the cost share program is
provide a mechanism to capture ways
farmers in Pierce County are using
cover crops to better inform PCD’s
technical outreach and field trial
collaborations with WSU Puyallup
Research and Extension Center.

And don’t forget PCD has a no-till
seed drill available to borrow! At a 6
foot working width the drill is ideal for
any cover crop application if you have
a minimum 40 HP tractor with rear
remote hydraulics to run it. We also
have a flail mower available to borrow
as an option for terminating cover crops
and leaving residue evenly chopped and
distributed.
Please see our cover crop assistance
page for information on these programs
and to access our list of favorite cover
cropping resources, and contact:
Alison at AlisonN@piercecd.org or
(253) 845-9770 ext. 132 for more
information.

WWW.PIERCECD.ORG 6

ON THE FARM

ROTATIONAL GRAZING - PADDOCK LAYOUT AND CONSTRUCTION
Excerpts From: Pasture Management Guide for Livestock Producers, Iowa State University Extension
Once the decision has been made to
develop a rotational grazing system,
you are committed to maintaining a 3”
stubble height minimum at all times, and
the preliminary calculations are made,
you should have some idea of the basic
plan- how many paddocks or pastures
will be needed and their approximate
size. The challenge now is how to best
fit the basic plan to the conditions of the
specific site. There are few hard rules
for paddock layout, but there are some
good guidelines. The most important
consideration in layout and design is to
design with flexibility in mind.
One guideline often suggested to
maximize flexibility in your start-up
year of a system is “don’t build or install
anything that can’t be easily moved or
shifted.” If the site has no preexisting
7 THE TAHOMA VIEW | SUMMER 2020

fences or water sites, this ultra-flexible
approach may be feasible. But many
sites already have some preexisting
permanent fencing, water sites, and
handling facilities that may be suitable
to include in the layout design. There is
always the risk however, that too much
of the existing fencing will be kept in an
effort to economize at the sacrifice of a
more flexible or efficient layout. Don’t
be afraid to invest in some temporary
fencing and water distribution materials
in the early years of a rotational grazing
system. Many producers are not really
satisfied with their first design and are
generally glad they did not install it
permanently.
Other possibilities for flexibility that
should be considered include laying
out a few paddocks initially with the

intent of further divisions in the future;
installing some main fence lines and
lanes with permanent fencing materials
but using temporary or semi-permanent
fencing for all other internal divisions to
allow for more efficient hay harvest and
fertilization; or using temporary fencing
to create variable-sized paddocks as
the season and regrowth characteristics
dictate, an example being the daily or
half-day strip grazing practiced by dairy
graziers.
Continued on page 13

In order to assist with
implementing your new grazing
plan, PCD has temporary
electric fencing kits available
for short-term loan. Contact us
to inquire about obtaining a kit.

HARVEST PIERCE COUNTY
FREE PLANT STARTS!
We’re partnering with the Emergency Food Network to bring you all free plant starts grown at Mother Earth Farm. Plants will
be available every other Wednesday at 10:30am at these selected distribution sites:
Date: Wednesday, June 10
Time: 10:30 am
Locations:
Mountain Community Garden
113 Rainier Ave N,
Eatonville, WA 98328
Evergreen Community Garden
10118 249th St. E,
Graham, WA 98338
McCarver/Bamford Park Community Garden
2301 S J St,
Tacoma, WA 98405
University Place Community Garden
7102 40th St W,A
University Place, WA 98466
Plants starts will also be available June 3 and June 17 at selected food banks. Please follow Emergency Food Network on
Facebook for locations and more information: http://facebook.com/efoodnet

We miss our daily
interactions with all
of you during these
trying times but come
join us online as we
still work to bring our
programming to the
community. Follow
us on Facebook
at Facebook.com/
harvestpiercecounty
to see weekly live
chats with Q & A, or
join our virtual Edible
Garden Workshop
Series. We look
forward to seeing you
all in person again
soon, but for now,
there’s still plenty we
can do to create a
stronger local food
system!
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WATER QUALITY IMPROVEMENT
PIERCE COUNTY TRAILS DAY
JULY 25th!
Join Habitat Stewards and community members on
a guided tour of the 4.2 mile Puyallup Loop Trail.
Learn about the many ways you can volunteer at
the three main sites you can work in, and make
friends as we enjoy the sights and sounds of nature
right in the heart of downtown Puyallup.
Make sure to RSVP with Caleb at CalebM@
piercecd.org. We are monitoring COVID-19
guidelines and this event may be canceled. We will
contact those who have RSVP’d closer to the event
date with more information.
When: July 25th from 9:00am – 12:00pm
Where: Trailhead @ Clark’s Creek Park South
1700 12th Ave. SW, Puyallup WA, 98371
BACKYARD HABITAT

Photo: Henry Jacobson monitoring on Fennel Creek in Bonney Lake

Many of the weeds that we struggle with
controlling in our natural areas were brought to
this area for landscape plants. During this Stay
at Home order, Habitat Restoration can continue
in our backyards by ensuring they are free of
any noxious weeds and planting native trees and
shrubs. This will not only make your yard more
beautiful (not to mention it’s something to do right
now) but it will create little pockets of vital habitat
that creatures like birds, squirrels, and bugs need
to survive in an urban environment.

HELP PROTECT PUGET SOUND BECOME A HABITAT STEWARD

If you are interested in creating backyard habitat
on your property, PCD has a variety of resources,
tools, and knowledge to help.
Contact Caleb Mott
(253) 358–0088 | CalebM@piercecd.org

Learn how YOU can create and restore wildlife habitat at one of
our sites across Pierce County – no prior experience necessary,
just the desire to get outdoors.
Topics include habitat, restoration, native plants, invasive plants,
building community, and much more!
• Learn about the environment
• Take ownership in Habitat Restoration at a site chosen
specifically with and for you
• Work outdoors
• Gain a brand-new skillset
• Get advice from technical professionals throughout the year
What you need to do: It’s simple! Just sign up!
Training Dates to be Announced Soon – post COVID-19
For more information, or to RSVP, please contact
Caleb Mott: (253) 358–0088 | CalebM@piercecd.org
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HABITAT STEWARD SHOWCASE

THELMA GILMUR PARK IN FIRCREST
Sally Larson – Guardian of the Salish Sea
Times are tough for all of us, but there
are glimmers of hope and solidarity
from people right here in Pierce County.
The Guardians of the Salish Sea series
highlights those that inspire us by acting
locally with love for the Salish Sea and
its peoples. These are our neighbors,
friends, community gardeners, children,
and farmers. This is you and this is me.
This is we. We are the waves of the
Salish Sea.
How is nature bringing you rest/peace
during this time?
“Nature is always a huge part of my life.
I am so pleased that walking outside
is still an okay activity. I can enjoy
spring and watch everything coming
to life close-up and personal, no social
distancing required.”

Why do you think habitat stewardship is
important?
“Stewardship is such an important job
and especially in a community pocket
park. These parks are a place where
people can get away from the hubbub
of life and gives our local wildlife an
appropriate habitat.”
What would you share with others doing
habitat stewardship for the first time?
“I would encourage anyone who wants
to help save our natural environment
and enjoys seeing progress on a monthly
basis to join a stewardship team. There
are so many unexpected wonderful
outcomes. I have found new lifelong
friends, a free education on identifying
and care of native plants, identifying
non-native plants and how to remove

them and countless other things. It is
not often that a good deed is so much
fun and enjoyable.”
Sally Larson and the Gilmur Grubbers
steward Thelma Gilmur Park in Fircrest.
If you are interested in joining a habitat
stewardship group and making a
difference in your community like the
Gilmur Grubbers, contact Caleb at
CalebM@piercecd.org

Photo: Dave Parent, Deborah Bransford
and Sally and Wayne Larson after another
successful work party removing invasive
blackberry and ivy.
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WATER QUALITY IMPROVEMENT
NEW CHINOOK MONITORS!
As part of our expanding programming within the
Stream Team Program, we are proud to announce our
first Chinook Monitors, Darren Chromey and Kelly
Stave. Darren monitors Swan Creek and has been a
Stream Team monitor since 2007. Kelly monitors two
streams; Clover and Leach Creeks. She has been a
Stream Team monitor since 2015.
The Chinook Program recognizes long-term Stream
Team monitors for their outstanding contributions to
watershed stewardship. Chinook members can take on
leadership roles, maintain their own kit (as available)
and understand how their data fits into larger water
quality efforts. We are so proud of our first Chinooks
and look forward to adding more leaders in the
program!
If you are a current Stream Team Monitor and would
like to become a Chinook Monitor, reach out to
Belinda at BelindaP@piercecd.org

Photo: Darren Chromey monitoring at Swan Creek in Tacoma

MACROINVERTEBRATE
SAMPLING
We will be partnering again
with Pierce County Surface
Water Management
to sample creeks for
macroinvertebrates. A
simple sampling of aquatic
macroinvertebrates
can tell us a lot about
stream health. This is
a great opportunity to
participate in field research
and get outside during
the summer! If you are
interested in participating,
please contact Belinda at
belindap@piercecd.org.
Due to COVID guidelines
volunteers may not able
to participate. We are
collecting interest at this
Photo: Pictured here are Kelly Stave and Dudley time and will schedule
Bangsley sampling for macroinvertebrates in
accordingly.
Canyon Falls Creek.
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STREAM TEAM

*Stream Team activities are still suspended
due to Governor’s Inslee’s ‘Stay Home, Stay
Healthy’ order. We will let you know when
monitoring can resume.
Stream Team is a volunteer water quality
monitoring program operating in Pierce County
since 1994. Monitors measure pH, dissolved
oxygen, nitrates, turbidity, water temperature,
flow and record habitat observations on
prioritized sites.
Goals include:
• Watershed education
• Involve the community in citizen science
monitoring
• Increase available water quality data
• Identify areas of concern

		

If you are interested in joining Stream Team
to make a difference in your local watershed,
contact: Belinda at BelindaP@piercecd.org

LOCAL WATER QUALITY
Featuring creek sites from the Puyallup Watershed. The Puyallup Watershed drains land from the Puyallup River
from Mount Rainier through Buckley, Orting, Puyallup, and eventually out to Commencement Bay.
Volunteer Monitors: Kathy & Henry Pepe-Jacobson and
John Lee
Fennel Creek flows approximately 8 miles from its
headwaters on the plateau near Bonney Lake to its
confluence with the Puyallup River near Alderton. The
lower reaches of Fennel (below Victor Falls) supports
chinook, coho, pink, chum and steelhead. Fennel Site 2.5
is located at the Fennel Creek Trail Head.

PIERCE COUNTY WATERSHEDS

Volunteer Monitors: Rick Jones, Jamie Carter and
Cheryl Fultz-Messinger
Hylebos Creek flows approximately 9 miles from the
outlet of Lake Geneva and Lake Killarney to its mouth
in Commencement Bay. Hylebos Creek supports runs
of coho, chum, and winter steelhead salmon. Hylebos
Site 3.0 is located at about river mile 3.0 just off the
Interurban trail in the Milton City limits.
Volunteer collected data from 20192020 for dissolved oxygen and water
temperature is show above. The
dissolved oxygen state standard for
Fennel Creek is ≥9.5 mg/l and the water
temperature standard is ≤13°C, except
during the summer the standard is
≤16°C. Fennel Creek did not meet the
dissolved oxygen standard during
August 2019. In addition, the water
temperature during the May 2019
sampling data was barely above the
standard. During the summer, dissolved

oxygen tends to be lower due to warmer
ambient temperatures and low and slow
water flows. Monitors have noted this
site is well-shaded with good flow. Rock
dams and foam have been observed.
The dissolved oxygen state standard
for Hylebos Creek is ≥8.0 mg/l and
the water temperature standard is
≤17.5°C. Hylebos Creek did not meet the
dissolved oxygen standard in July 2019
during the warmer summer months.
Trash has been removed from this site.

Salmon, sculpin and many bird species
have been observed.
Both sites are in protected forested
areas, which contributes to the higher
water quality observed. Streamside
vegetation holds in soil to prevent
erosion and acts as a filter for pollutants,
while providing shade for cooler water
during the summer months.
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ROTATIONAL GRAZING - PADDOCK LAYOUT AND CONSTRUCTION
Excerpts From: Pasture Management Guide for Livestock Producers, Iowa State University Extension
Continued from page 7
For every site there will likely be several
good and workable layouts. Get a
good to-scale map of the site, and walk
across the site to get a good sense
of the general lay-of-the-land, paying
special attention to ditches, drainage
areas, trees, existing livestock trails,
and other features of the site that may
influence or interfere with movement
of livestock. Consider paddock and
lane arrangements by using the list of
guidelines.
Guidelines for Paddocks
• Paddocks should be as square as
possible (no more than 3:1 length:width).
• To lessen erosion, avoid aligning
paddocks from the top of a hill to
the bottom. If possible, make hilltop
paddocks, side hill paddocks, and
bottomland paddocks.
• If pasture forage types vary across the
pasture, attempt to confine the different
forage types to separate paddocks.
• It is more important that paddocks
be as equal as possible in forage
productivity, than equal in area.
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• Forage on south-facing slopes grows
at a different rate than that on northfacing slopes. If possible, fence slope
orientations separately.
Guidelines for Lanes
• Avoid orienting lanes up and down
slopes. If possible, orient lanes on the
contour.
• Avoid directing lanes through wet or
low areas.
• Place paddock gates in the corner
of the paddock and nearest the water
source.
• Make lanes wide enough for free
movement of vehicular traffic and easy
access to paddocks.
• Make paddock gate widths equal
to the width of the lane, so the open
paddock gate can be used to block
animals from unneeded parts of the
lane.
It will not be possible to accommodate
all of these guidelines in every design.
Draw several alternative layouts on
paper and select the two or three that
require the least amount of fencing.
View these in regard to their potential

to add additional water sites in the
paddocks. A goal should be to have a
water site within 800 feet of all areas
of the system; a water point in each
paddock is considered the best.
Take two or three best designs to the
field and view the areas again with
the alternative designs in mind. Use
flags or stakes on proposed fence
lines. Have grazing advisors from the
Pierce Conservation District (PCD)
visit the pasture to provide additional
suggestions or comments. Visit other
grazing systems for guidance about
mistakes made, precautions, and
features that others feel are desirable.
Once a design is chosen, begin
assessing the suitability of existing
fencing. Use what is still useful, but
seriously consider the costs and
benefits of new construction. There
are many new fencing technologies
available, whether permanent, semipermanent, or temporary. All can be
adapted to electrification. Begin to
acquire fencing and water distribution
materials and begin installing the layout.

FARMERS MARKET SCHEDULE
Summer is Farmers Market season!
Although our communities continue to be
disrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic, our local
Farmers Markets are working to ensure they
can offer a safe place for our farmers to sell
their products. The Markets have worked with
the Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department
and the WA State Farmers Markets Association
to develop safety protocols to keep our farmers
and their customers safe this season. Each of
the Markets will be operating in some capacity
this season, so please visit their websites or
social media pages for the most up-to-date
information!
Broadway Farmers Market
5/7 – 10/29 | 9th & Broadway
Thursdays, 10:00a – 3:00p
Eastside Farmers Market
6/2 – 8/25 | 3501 McKinley Ave E
Tuesdays, 3:00p – 7:00p
Gig Harbor Waterfront Market
6/4 – 9/10 | Skansie Brothers Park
Thursdays, 1:00p – 7:00p
Lakewood Farmers Market
6/2 – 8/25 | 6000 Main St. SW
Tuesdays, 10:00a – 3:00p
Orting Valley Farmers Market
6/5 – 8/28 | North Park
Fridays, 3:00p – 7:00p
Point Ruston Farmers Market
6/6 – TBD | 5005 Ruston Way
Sundays, 10:00a – 3:00p
Proctor Farmers Market
4/25 – 12/19 | N 27th St & N Proctor St
Saturdays, 9:00a – 2:00p
Puyallup Farmers Market
4/25 – 10/10 | Pioneer Park
Saturdays, 9:00a – 2:00p
Steilacoom Farmers Market
6/17 – 8/26 | Lafayette St & Wilkes St
Wednesdays, 3:00p – 7:00p
Village Farmers Market
7/14 – 8/18 | Sunrise Village (Puyallup)
Tuesdays, 4:00p – 8:30p
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Photo: Pierce County’s Farmers Markets are still open during the “Stay Home, Stay Healthy” order. Markets have instituted safety protocols so
that shoppers can stay healthy while supporting local farmers and picking up some great fresh and healthy food. So get out there and enjoy
your local farmers markets!

