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THE

TAHOMAVIEW

70 YEARS OF CONSERVING PIERCE COUNTY
On July 14, 1949, Earl Coe, the Secretary
of State for Washington, signed a
certification making the Pierce County
Soil Conservation District an official
organization. Over the past 70 years,
much more than just our name has
changed. Guy E. Mains of Lakebay,
and Joel Olson of Puyallup were the
original supervisors and are responsible
for helping create our District. We owe
them and countless others over the
past 70 years a deep debt of gratitude
for helping build this organization into
a dynamic force for improving Pierce
County’s communities and natural
resources. As grateful as we are for the
hard work and dedication that preceded
us, we’re equally excited about the next
70 years and continuing to evolve this
organization to address the challenges of
our time.
“Pierce Conservation District sets the

example for what a modern conservation
district should be: firmly rooted in the
tradition of supporting the agriculture
community, but helping communities
deal with modern challenges such as
food access, orca and salmon recovery,
and creating urban green space,” said
Congressman Derek Kilmer. “Each year
they’re helping make Pierce County a
better place to live, play, and work.”
While our Farm Team is still dedicated
to soil conservation, we also now help
improve the health of our community
through improving food access, creating
better water quality, restoring vital
salmon habitat, and dealing with the
challenges of climate change. While
we’re working on the challenges of
today, we’re also keeping an eye on the
future, training the next generation of
conservationists and farmers through our
environmental education program and

our Farm Foundations training. In the
near future, we will be adding additional
support for Pierce County residents
with a new Shore Friendly program to
provide technical assistance to shoreline
property owners, and additional green
stormwater infrastructure capacity.
We’re also working in more communities
across Pierce County than ever before.
Whether it’s working to conserve farms
in Roy or supporting a community garden
in the heart of Tacoma; providing a rain
barrel workshop in Buckley or working to
recover shellfish beds in Vaughn Bay; our
teams are helping improve communities
throughout the County, urban and rural
alike. This holistic approach is not only
inclusive, it’s necessary, as the health
of our communities and our natural
environment are intricately intertwined.
Continued on back page...
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ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

Jenn Stebbings, our close partner from the Port of Tacoma, was one
of 120 volunteers that helped engage over 700 students and make
the 2019 Children’s Water Festival a success.

Students of the winning team from Tacoma’s Science and Math
Institute (SAMI) look forward to participating in the state
Envirothon competition later this spring.

2019 CHILDREN’S WATER FESTIVAL

ENVIROTHON CHAMPIONS CROWNED

Entering its 16th year, The Children’s Water
Festival was held on March 19th at the
University of Puget Sound. In what might be
our most successful year yet since we started
coordinating in 2015, roughly 700 students
enjoyed a (sunny) day of learning about water
and its importance. It took 120 volunteers to
make it happen, and we want to thank all those
who played a part in this year’s Festival.

For more on this event, including pictures,
visit our Environmental Education page on our
website: https://piercecd.org/223/ChildrensWater-Festival

PCD took on the role of coordinating the South Puget Sound
Regional Envirothon competition this year, which took place
on April 18th at the Billy Frank Jr. Nisqually Wildlife Refuge.
A total of 18 teams competed for the right to go to the state
competition in May in Carnation. They tackled the topics of
Forestry, Soil, Aquatic Ecology and Wildlife, along with this
year’s current topic: Agriculture and the Environment.
Tacoma’s Science and Math Institute took first place overall
for the region, and will represent Pierce County at the state
competition. CASEE, hailing from Clark County, took 2nd
overall, and North Thurston High School took home top honors
in their county. CHOICE High School was the Mason County
winner and Napavine High School will represent Lewis County
at state. Congratulations to all the county winners!
Think you have what it takes to be an Envirothon champion?
Test your wits with this example question (answer on back
page).
What is the most common root rot in the Pacific Northwest?

SOIL POSTER CONTEST

New this year! PCD is participating in the NACD soil
poster contest, available to K-12 youth. This current
theme is “Life in the Soil: Dig Deeper.” It has been a fun
add-on to our soil lessons that we have delivered to
local schools.

a. Phellinous
b. Phytophthora
c. Dwarf Mistletoe
d. Armillaria

For more information on the poster contest, or to
schedule a program with our education team, visit
piercecd.org
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HABITAT IMPROVEMENT

Volunteers from the Buckley Fire Department joined Boeing employees and other community members at the Dropstone Planting in March.

WE’RE HIRING!
Our Habitat Improvement Team is hiring a Habitat Improvement Specialist!
This 1,700 hour AmeriCorps position will work with our team from September 2019 - July 2020. The position will
focus on improving riparian vegetative habitats in Pierce County through assisting PCD staff with monitoring the
health and success of our plantings, engaging the public in volunteer planting events and through preparing, installing
and maintaining our habitat restoration projects.
This is a great opportunity to expand and diversify your experience in the fields of ecological restoration and
conservation management, while working with a fun and welcoming group of people who are committed to
protecting Pierce County’s Natural Resources.
Contact Kramer Canup at kramerc@piercecd.org for more information.
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HABITAT IMPROVEMENT
DROPSTONE
PLANTING
SITE

On March 16, 33 volunteers, together with the District’s Washington Conservation Corps Crew, planted 650 trees and shrubs at Dropstone
Farm near Orting. This effort completed the restoration of nearly two acres of streamside habitat begun last fall. Between the two plantings,
1,584 plants will improve streamside conditions along a half-mile of this tributary to the Carbon River.
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ON THE FARM
SUMMER FARM WORKSHOP
Regulations and Permits that May Affect Your Agricultural Activities
Tuesday, July 2, 5:30-7:30pm, Pierce Conservation District Office
Whether your farm is a commercial or non-commercial endeavor, careful stewardship of agricultural land is
crucial to the vitality of farming in our county and to the preservation of water quality. Come learn from a
panel of representatives from Pierce County and WA State Department of Ecology about regulations and
permits that affect your agricultural activities and protect our environment. Hear how Pierce CD is available
to assist you in complying with these important regulations whether you are growing crops, livestock, or are
just keeping horses for enjoyment.
Farm Resources Available at The District Include:
• Free, No-obligation farm visits
• First five free soil testing*
• Manure Share Program
• Rental of: Manure spreaders in 1/2 cubic yard and 2 cubic yard capacities, no-till seed drill,
poultry processing equipment
• Loan of: Hay probe, electric fencing tools, and temporary electric fencing
• Cost share assistance
*Starting in 2019, the first five soil tests are free.
This is an increase from previous years. Includes 1 compost test in lieu of two soil tests.

AGRICULTURE COUNTS!
Every five years, the United States Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) National Agricultural Statistics
Service (NASS) administers a Census of Agriculture to assess the health of the nation’s farms and farmers.
Back in December of 2017, farmers were asked to complete a questionnaire about their operation relating
to the 2017 calendar year. Questions focus on demographic information of the farmer as well as the physical
and economic size of the farm. This edition of the Census changed the demographic questions to better
capture all people involved in on-farm decision making. As a result, the number of female producers
captured by the Census increase by 27% nationwide. Other statistics of note include:
• The number of farms in Pierce County continued to rise, hitting 1,600 which is back up to late 1990’s
levels after falling in the early 2000s
• We lost over 4,000 acres of farmland
• As such, the average size of farms dropped to ~28 acres
• Total commodity sales dropped by roughly $30 million
• Net operations were negative $3.5 million
• The average farmer lost $2,500
• The average age of farmers stayed roughly the same at about 58 years
These results illustrate the continued importance of the work Pierce Conservation District and its partners
do to assist county farmers and preserve our farmland.
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ON THE FARM

Cover Crop Field Day participants see the results of WSU demonstration plots showcasing various cover crop varieties grown under different
fertilization regimes.

FINDING THE
RIGHT COVER
CROPS FOR OUR
AREA
Acreage planted to cover crops
nationwide continues to grow as the
multifaceted benefits of cover crops
to soil health and resiliency, crop
production and water quality are
increasingly recognized. But with so
many cover crop options available the
decisions of how to incorporate cover
crops into a complex farming operation

can be overwhelming. Success with
cover crops depends on selection and
use of species and varieties adapted to
the local climate and soils and individual
cropping systems.
In the spring of 2018 PCD and WSU
staff had the opportunity to visit the
Natural Resource Conservation Service
(NRCS) Plant Materials Center (PMC)
in Corvallis, Oregon. The center is
participating in a 3 year cover crop
variety trial, along with PMCs across
the country, to evaluate the adaptation
and growth potential of common,
commercially available cover crop
species and varieties. In the fall of 2018
WSU established demonstration plots
showcasing a subset of the varieties
from the PMC trials at Four Elements

farm in Orting, and we had a successful
cover crop field day at the farm in April
to provide the chance for producers to
evaluate the varieties for themselves.
Visit the PCD cover crop page to access
the PMC cover crop trial report and
stay tuned for additional cover crop
field days in late summer! PCD will also
be providing a training on May 20th on
how to use our no-till seed drill that is
available to borrow for cover crop and
pasture renovation applications. Visit
our Farm Workshops page to register
for the training to be held at Bright Ide
Acres where you can also see how the
farmers at Bright Ide used the drill to
overseed their pastures.
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HARVEST PIERCE COUNTY

Gleaning volunteers show of a bountiful harvest of carrots at The Farm at Franklin Pierce Schools.

SUMMER WITH HARVEST PIERCE COUNTY
The weather is warmer and our programming
is in full swing. Get involved by gleaning,
gardening, and celebrating with us! You will find
us in backyard orchards, urban farms, parks, and
community gardens. What better way to spend
the season? See you outside!

GLEANING

Are you interested in eating delicious, high quality,
local grown fruit all summer long—for free? How
about harvesting food that would otherwise go
to waste for our neighbors in need? Join us this
gleaning season!
For more information and volunteer
opportunities please sign up at
harvestpiercecounty.org.

BLUEBERRIES & BLUES

Sunday, July 14th 4pm-7pm
Charlotte’s Blueberry Park
7417 E D St, Tacoma, WA 98404
The blueberries are ready for picking, and the
community garden is in full bloom. Come for a
tour of PCD’s 2018 Community Food Project
of the Year and see what all the buzz is about!
Stay for food trucks, games for the kids, and
an awesome lineup of local musicians giving a
community concert on the lawn. At last year’s
Blueberries & Blues event, we celebrated the
grand opening of the Blueberry Park Community
Garden. This year, we are celebrating the grand
opening of the brand new playground! Be among
the first to take a turn on the swing set or try out
the new slide, all in the middle of the best block
party of the year.
For more info, contact Kay at kaliciab@piercecd.org
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HARVEST PIERCE COUNTY
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WATER QUALITY IMPROVEMENT
HABITAT STEWARDSHIP
HAPPENINGS
WHITTIER PARK WORK PARTY
Saturday, July 20th 9:00am – 12:00

Join the Whittier Park Habitat Stewardship Group
in Fircrest as they work hard to transform the
neglected trail system into a functional ecosystem.
As invasive species are removed, natives are
brought in and cared for through establishment.
Be a part of this important project! Work parties
are held quarterly at Whittier Park.
If you are interested in attending a Whittier Park
work party, please contact Caleb at
calebm@piercecd.org

SILVER CREEK WORK PARTY

Silver Creek Work Parties
Saturday, July 27th 9:00am – 12:00
Pierce County Trails Day!
Come join us on Pierce County Trails Day 2019 at
beautiful Silver Creek! Spend half a day enjoying
nature right in your own back yard. Work parties
are held quarterly at Silver Creek.
If you are interested in attending a Silver Creek
work party, please contact Caleb at
calebm@piercecd.org

ADRIANA HESS WETLAND WORK PARTIES
Saturday, June 1st 9:00am – 12:00
Saturday, August 3rd 9:00am – 12:00

Come join the Adriana Hess habitat stewards
to maintain the beautiful habitat space of the
Tahoma Audubon Society. Work parties are held
every other month at Adriana Hess Wetland Park.
If you are interested in attending an Adriana Hess
work party, please contact Belinda at
belindap@piercecd.org
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University of Puget Sound students work hard at removing blackberry on
Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service 2019.

WATER QUALITY IMPROVEMENT

Meeker Minion volunteers learn ways to identify native plants.

HABITAT STEWARDSHIP
HAPPENINGS
MEEKER CREEK WORK PARTIES

THELMA GILMUR PARK WORK PARTIES

The Meeker Minions Habitat Stewards continue to work
hard at maintaining and restoring the new beautiful habitat
at our Meeker Creek Restoration Site. The (self-named)
Minions hold work parties the 2nd Saturday of every
month from 9am to 12pm. Come lend a hand and learn how
rewarding it is to be a Habitat Steward!

Help restore the only wetland park in Fircrest with
the Gilmur Grubbers (self-named) and connect
with other local people in your community.
Tasks include maintaining installed natives and
continuing to grub out invasive species. Work
parties are held monthly at Thelma Gilmur Park.

If you are interested in attending a Meeker Minions work
party, please contact Caleb at calebm@piercecd.org

If you are interested in attending a Gilmur
Grubbers work party, please contact Belinda at
belindap@piercecd.org

Saturday, June 8th 9:00am – 12:00
Saturday, July 27th 9:00am – 12:00 Pierce County Trails Day!
Saturday, August 10th 9:00am – 12:00

Monday, June 3rd 9:00am – 12:00
Monday, July 1st 9:00am – 12:00
Monday, August 5th 9:00am – 12:00
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WATER QUALITY IMPROVEMENT
STREAM TEAM is a volunteer water quality
monitoring program operating in Pierce County since
1994. Monitors measure pH, dissolved oxygen, nitrates,
turbidity, water temperature, flow and record habitat
observations on prioritized sites.
Goals include:
• Watershed education
• Involve the community in citizen science monitoring
• Increase available water quality data
• Identify areas of concern

STREAM TEAM 25 YEARS OF MONITORING PIERCE
COUNTY’S WATERSHEDS
The Pierce Conservation District Stream Team
formed in 1994 with volunteers monitoring 5
streams in Pierce County. To date we have
a sustained volunteer base of over 55 active
monitors monitoring 40 sites, 21 of which are
prioritized by partner jurisdictions. We’ve gone
from 5 kits to 30 and from a washroom to a
functional lab space in our new Conservation
Center in 2017. Stream Team has shared our data
in new formats, including watershed highlights
in our Tahoma View newsletter and newly
created jurisdictional reports. We’ve also added
educational workshops such as native/invasive
plant identification and habitat assessment to
build on our naturalist skills. While a lot has
changed in 25 years, Stream Team is still focused
on the engagement with community members as
they are our “eyes and ears” of the watersheds,
alerting us to issues and communicating the
importance of protecting water quality. We are
looking forward to the next 25 years of monitoring,
engagement and education within Pierce County’s
watersheds. Look for more ways to celebrate
Stream Team and engage in your watershed with
upcoming events this summer and fall.
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If you are interested in joining Stream Team to make
a difference in your local watershed, contact Belinda
at belindap@piercecd.org

STREAM TEAM TRAINING

Saturday, June 15 from 9:00am – 12:00pm
Looking for an opportunity to engage in your local
watershed? Want to participate in citizen science?
Or simply want to spend time outdoors? Stream Team
might be for you!
Stream Team monitors play a key role in stream
stewardship by raising awareness of pollution
problems and providing water quality data the
community can use to protect local streams.
Contact Belinda to sign up for the training at
belindap@piercecd.org

WATER QUALITY IMPROVEMENT

Kelly Stave, Melissa Buckingham and Hannah Ljunggren
conducting macroinvertebrate sampling.

MACROINVERTIBRATE
SAMPLING
We will be partnering again with Pierce County
Surface Water Management to sample creeks
for macroinvertebrates. A simple sampling of
aquatic macroinvertebrates can tell us a lot
about stream health. This is a great opportunity
to participate in field research and get outside
during the summer.
If you are interested in participating, please
contact Belinda at belindap@piercecd.org
The Adriana Hess habitat stewards installed 32 native shrubs at Adriana
Hess Wetland Park in April 2019.
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LOCAL WATER QUALITY
Featuring creek sites from the Puyallup Watershed. The Puyallup Watershed drains land from the Puyallup River
from Mount Rainier through Buckley, Orting, Puyallup, and eventually out to Commencement Bay.
Volunteer Monitor:
Jim Newman
Canyon Falls Creek is located in the Puyallup watershed. Originating in
the foothills east of McMillan it flows approximately three miles to its
confluence with the Puyallup River. Coho, chinook, chum, and pink salmon
have been observed spawning in the lower reaches of the creek.

PIERCE COUNTY
WATERSHEDS

Volunteer Monitor:
Karin McNett and Aly Goss
Deer Creek is a small tributary of the Puyallup River. It flows approximately
3 miles from its headwaters to the river. This creek supports runs of Coho
salmon.

Volunteer collected data from 2018 2019 for dissolved oxygen and water
temperature is shown above. The
dissolved oxygen state standard for
Canyon Falls and Deer Creeks is ≥9.5
mg/l and the water temperature state
standard is ≤16 °C. Canyon Falls Creek
met both state standards. The monitor
has observed salmon during the fall.
Deer Creek did not meet the state
standard for dissolved oxygen in January
2019. It also failed to meet the state
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standard for water temperature during
the 2018 summer months when water
levels are lower, flow is much slower
and air temperature is warmer. There
were no observations to explain the
low dissolved oxygen in January 2019.
It should be noted this site has reed
canarygrass that slows down the flow
and narrows the stream channel. The
monitors have observed some aquatic
insects.

One possible solution to mitigate
low dissolved oxygen and high water
temperatures is to remove invasive
vegetation, like reed canarygrass
from streams. Invasive vegetation
tends to slow down flow and increase
decomposition, both which contribute
to low dissolved oxygen. Physical
removal of reed canarygrass is not
recommended, but instead shading it
out with trees and shrubs can have an
impact.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
For full details on all events, visit our Calendar of Events under the “Get Involved” section of our
website.
June – August (3 classes), Dates and Times vary: Fruit Tree Education Series
For more information contact Chris at chrism@piercecd.org
June – November, Dates, Times and Locations vary: Edible Garden Classes
For more information contact Liz at elizabethm@piercecd.org
June – September, Fridays and Saturdays 10:00am – 1:00pm: Community Days
The Farm at Franklin Pierce, 9516 Waller Rd E in Tacoma
For more information contact Madeleine at madeleines@piercecd.org
June 1 & August 3rd 9:00am - 12:00: Adriana Hess Wetland Work Parties
For more information contact Belinda at belindap@piercecd.org
June 3, July 1, August 5th 9:00am – 12:00pm: Thelma Gilmur Park Work Parties
For more information contact Belinda at belindap@piercecd.org
June 8, July 27, August 10th 9:00am – 12:00pm: Meeker Minions Work Party
For more information contact Caleb at calebm@piercecd.org
June 15th 9:00am – 12:00pm: Stream Team Training
For more information contact Belinda at belindap@piercecd.org
July 2nd 5:30pm – 7:30pm: Regulations and Permits that May Affect Your Agricultural Activities
Pierce Conservation District Office
For more information contact Rene’ at renes@piercecd.org
July 14th 4:00pm – 7:00pm: Blueberries & Blues at Charlotte’s Blueberry Park
For more information contact Kay at kaliciab@piercecd.org
July 20th 9:00am - 12:00: Whittier Work Party
For more information contact Caleb at calebm@piercecd.org
July 27th 9:00am - 12:00: Pierce County Trails Day!
For more information contact Caleb at calebm@piercecd.org
July 27th 9:00am - 12:00: Silver Creek Work Party
For more information contact Caleb at calebm@piercecd.org
August 8th 6:00pm - 8:00pm: Volunteer Appreciation Event
For more information, contact Camila at camilam@piercecd.org
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THE

TAHOMAVIEW
(Continued from front cover)

The challenges we face impact all of us, and all of
us have personal responsibility to help address
them. It can be difficult to know where to start,
but that’s what we’re here for, to help you start
working towards a better community by taking
action in your own backyard. Whether it’s installing
a rain garden, employing better farm practices,
volunteering with us on a restoration project, or
reducing food waste by joining us for a fruit tree
glean, we have many ways for you to get involved
and we can provide assistance each step of the
way. You can be part of the solution, just reach out
and ask us how.
Over the next 70 years, we’re sure to face even
greater challenges than we’ve experienced in
the last 70. However, due to the hard work of all
those that came before us and our passionate
and dedicated staff, you can be sure that your
Conservation District will be here to help make
Pierce County a better place to call home.
Answer to Envirothon example question: What is the most common root rot in the Pacific Northwest? d. Armillaria
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