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THE

TAHOMAVIEW

PUGET SOUND
ORCA RECOVERY DAY
In late summer, the world watched as
Tahlequah (J35) carried and pushed
her dead orca calf on a 17-day, 1,000mile tour of grief. When she finally
let her calf go, it could have been the
end of the story, one of many tragic
losses the Southern Resident Killer
Whales of the Salish Sea have been
suffering lately. But, instead of it being
the end of a heartbreaking story, it’s
become the beginning of a story of
hope.
What began as a simple discussion
here at our Conservation Center
about what we could do to inform
people about things they can do to
help, exploded into Orca Recovery
Day, a region wide event that united
people in action. We thought we’d
get maybe five or six partners to
join in, but that quickly grew to 10

Conservation Districts around Puget
Sound and 12 - 15 other partner
organizations jumping on board.
The social media campaign we ran
reached nearly 200,000 folks, many
of whom engaged in an important
and difficult conversation about what
it will take to restore this critically
endangered species.
For the day itself, over 700 people
helped plant over 4,800 trees and
shrubs, picked up over 700lbs of
garbage along the shoreline, and
installed or restored four rain
gardens.
“I (had) never been to an event like
this before,” said Aneyceia Brim,
one of 95 participants at Tacoma
Narrows Park. “It was such an exciting
experience and surprisingly very easy!

I got to meet a lot of new people
and great organizations committed
to saving the environment. The work
itself was really gratifying. It’s amazing
to be able to point to something and
say “I did that.” With a lot of these
kinds of things you don’t actually
get to see the impact you make,
but I can actually see my work and
come back and watch it grow. It’s a
really beautiful thing. This work is
so important and if it only helps one
Orca, it was more than worth it.”
Events also included speakers like
Congressman Denny Heck, Puyallup
Tribal Council Member Anna Bean,
and Pierce County Councilman Derek
Young.
(Continued on back cover)
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CONSERVATION CORNER
Welcome New AmeriCorps

Elizabeth Marks

Erica Hernandez

Kalicia Bean

Janae Dinkins

Lizz joined Harvest Pierce County
this past September as one of the
latest AmeriCorps service members.
She is primarily working with our
Gleaning Project and supporting
our amazing network of community
food projects, pushing forward our
values of social and environmental
equity. Lizz recently graduated from
University of Puget Sound, where
she majored in Anthropology and
Environmental Policy. She firmly
believes that food is a critical and
rewarding connection between
people and the environment for
health and sustainability!

Kay joined PCD and the HPC team
back in March as an intern and is
excited to continue another year as
an AmeriCorps VISTA! In addition to
outreach, her work assignment will
focus on capacity building, community
engagement, and strategic planning in
making the urban agriculture program
more accessible and helpful to lowincome and low-English proficiency
populations. Kalicia is passionate
about bridging the connection
between people, food, and their
environment and hopes to work toward
a food system that is healthy, just, and
sustainable for all of Pierce County.

Micah Rayburn

Micah joins us as an AmeriCorps
service member who serves as our
Water Quality Outreach Specialist.
He helps coordinate many of our
Water Quality Improvement and
Monitoring programs, working with
members of the community to
bring nature back into our urban
spaces and reduce stormwater
runoff. Micah graduated from the
University of Queensland with a
Master of Conservation Science
degree, and is passionate about
promoting conservation action
through community education and
engagement.

Erica was introduced to Harvest
Pierce County through the Farm
Foundations program. She really
enjoyed what the course had to
offer, so she is a natural fit for our
AmeriCorps position out on the
Farm at Franklin Pierce. During
her time here, she will support the
efforts to recruit and train the next
generation of farmers, as well as
recruit and educate community
members to take sustainable food
systems into their own hands.

Janae Dinkins was born and
raised in Texas. She graduated
from Texas A&M University with
a B.S. in Wildlife and Fisheries
Science as well as Agricultural
Science. She will be working as
an AmeriCorps member on the
Habitat Improvement Team. Janae
loves nature and its many beautiful
and strange creations. She loves
traveling, exploring and trying new
things, especially new foods. And
thinks fish are really neat!

Robyn LaVergne

Robyn will be helping get students
in Pierce County excited about
their environment by leading field
trips, organizing workshops, and
facilitating after school garden
programs. She will also help
coordinate this year’s Envirothon
and Water Festival. A graduate from
The Evergreen State College, she
studied art, sustainable agriculture,
and psychology in anticipation of
combining these fields as a future
school counselor. She believes that
instilling a love of Nature in our next
generation will save us all!
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ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
This October, environmental educators
from around the globe converged upon
Spokane for the annual conference for
the North American Association for
Environmental Education. The conference
featured success stories, innovative ideas,
and opportunities for connecting with
other environmental educators. Joining a
strong contingent from the Pierce County
area, Pierce Conservation District’s
environmental education program was
among those in attendance. Altogether,
more than 1,300 educators participated in
the conference and shared their visions for
the role environmental education can play
in the 21st century.
Becky Doyle-Reynolds and her children were some of the 95 volunteers that helped
out on Orca Recovery Day and made a pledge for continuing action.

Now in its 16th year, the Children’s Water Festival is
scheduled for March 19, 2019 at the University of Puget
Sound. PCD coordinates this annual event for local 5th
graders, bringing together 700 students and 120 volunteers
for this day of learning. Over 40 organizations contribute
their time and energy to offer hands-on learning experiences
for the students as they travel around the campus.
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Interested in volunteering at the event?
Visit www.piercecd.org
or contact Chris ChrisT@piercecd.org or (253) 845-9770 x112

HABITAT IMPROVEMENT

The District conducted it’s first nearshore planting event this fall as part of Orca Recovery Day. 95 volunteers came out and helped plant
150 trees and shrubs and were treated to a humpback whale sighting as a reward for their work. The District looks forward to more of these
events when we launch a Friendly Shorelines program in 2019.

Much appreciation to the many
volunteers who came out to the
Dropstone Farm and South Prairie
planting events this past September
and October. The beautiful fall
sunshine provided a lovely backdrop
to the hard work and friendly chatter
that resulted in nearly 2,000 plants
installed between these two sites. As
they grow, these trees and shrubs will
provide many important ecosystem
functions and transform their
respective landscapes.

2018 FALL PLANTINGS
• At South Prairie Creek, volunteers helped install 1,080 plants,
and put us in great shape as the major restoration work to
reconnect the creek to its natural floodplain begins next year.
• At Dropstone Farm, The District partnered with PCC Farmland
Trust and the owners of the farm near Orting to plant almost a
half-mile of stream that flows into the Carbon River. Over the
years, damaging practices had lead to a lack of shade and plants
along the stream, which allowed reed canary grass to take over.
EarthCorps and Washington Conservation Corps also assisted
with this planting and together with volunteers more than 900
plants were installed.
Check back with us in the Spring when we’ll be hosting another
volunteer event to complete the project.
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HABITAT IMPROVEMENT

We are proud to welcome our 2018 WCC Crew: (back row) Paul McPhail, Brendan Herd, Marena Maples, (front row) Leslie Anderson, Sam
Bubenzer and (not pictured) Kayla Inks, the crew supervisor. Their help is indispensable as we prepare for one of our biggest seasons yet for
habitat restoration and water quality improvement.

WASHINGTON CONSERVATION CORPS
Starting October 1, the District
welcomed its Washington
Conservation Corps (WCC) field
crew. This six-member team (one
supervisor and five crew members) is
made up of young men and women
who assist with a wide variety of
natural resource related projects.
From trail building to fencing to
native seed collection, WCC crews
work all over Washington State.

At the District, our crew will work
directly on habitat projects to
ensure that proper site prep, plant
installation, and critical maintenance
tasks are done. They will also work
with the District’s water quality
team on plantings, rain garden
installations, and Depave projects.
They are out in the field year-round,
working hard rain or shine.

As an AmeriCorps-based program,
crew members will receive an
education award at the end of their
term of service in early September.
If you see our crew – or any others
– on site or in their big blue truck,
make sure to give ‘em a wave! Much
of our work couldn’t be done without
them and we’re honored to have
them as part of our team.

Go to ecology.wa.gov to see how you can get involved!
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LEGEND
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ON THE FARM

Regional Conservation Partnership Boundary Extended to Include the Nisqually Watershed

We’re excited to announce that our partners at the Natural Resource Conservation Service have approved
our request to extend the boundary of our farmland conservation program to include the Nisqually
Watershed as well as the Puyallup. With $8 million from NRCS, along with millions of dollars in local
money to match, our target is to permanently conserve over 1,000 acres of farmland in the next 4-years.
In addition, ~$1 million of these funds are available to provide technical and financial assistance to local
landowners who are interested in improving their practices for better soil health and environmental impacts.
Contact our farm team if you want to get involved.

WINTER FARM AND RURAL
LIVING WORKSHOPS
The PCD Farm Team is kicking off
a new workshop scheduling format
for 2019. We will be holding farm
workshops and tours on the first
Tuesday* of the month throughout
the year: indoors at our office in
Puyallup, at meeting spaces on the Key
Peninsula, and at host farms throughout
Pierce County. Although we will also
continue to hold workshops and tours
on other days throughout the week,
we hope that the ‘Farm Team First
Tuesdays’ will be something that you
can set your calendars by throughout
the coming year.
*Due to the New Year’s Day holiday, we
will be holding January’s workshop on
Tuesday, January 8.

FIRST ANNUAL COVER
CROP ROUNDTABLE WSU
PUYALLUP RESEARCH AND
EXTENSION CENTER
Thursday, January 31, Time TBD
Come join other local growers and
WSU’s extension team to discuss using
cover crops, share successes and
challenges, and develop innovative
approaches to making cover crops work
for our region’s farms. And learn about
the newly formed Western Cover Crop
Council and its promising initiatives to
support on-farm cover crop research
and collaborations between farmers
and researchers. Come share, learn,
and find inspiration for using cover
crops for the 2019 season!

THE 3 ‘LEGS’ OF THE
LIVESTOCK FARM
MANAGEMENT ‘STOOL’
ELK PLAIN GRANGE,
SPANAWAY
Tuesday January 8, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Find out what materials are being used
to keep paddocks dry and learn how to
install them correctly. Hear how to turn
the mountain of manure into a useful
soil amendment for your pastures or
garden; or for others to take away. And
learn how to transform that patch of
weeds and bare soil into healthy pasture
to provide grazing for your animals
next summer. Also learn some band-aid
measures that can be used now to make
you and your livestock’s lives a little
better until permanent solutions can be
implemented in the summer when things
dry out. A thumb drive of materials will
be provided to each participant.

FARM RESOURCES AVAILABLE AT THE DISTRICT INCLUDE:
• Free, No-obligation farm visits • First five free soil sampling* • Manure Share Program
• Rental of: Manure spreaders- ½ cubic yard and 2 cubic yard capacities, No-till seed drill, poultry processing equipment
• Loan of: Hay probe, electric fencing tools, and temporary electric fencing
• Cost share assistance
*Starting in 2019, the first five soil samples are free. This is an increase from previous years.
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HARVEST PIERCE COUNTY

HPC’s Kalicia Bean holds a Ganoderma applanatum mushroom, known as the ‘Artist’s
Conk’ due to the fact that you can make drawings on the underside. The Native Plant Sale
Ethnobotanical Guide has tidbits like this and more around all the culinary, medicinal,
artistic, and crafty ways you can enjoy native plants.

ETHNOBOTANICAL GUIDE
Complimentary to PCD’s Annual
Native Plant Sale, this year
we’ve added an Ethnobotanical
Guide, available on our website.
Ethnobotany is the study of
traditional ecological knowledge,
and the relationship between
people and plants. This includes the
edible, medicinal, and functional
uses of plants and fungi.
You can follow the Ethnobotanical
Guide as it grows on our website
at www.piercecd.org/462/
Ethnobotanical-Guide, where we
will be regularly posting about the
many uses of native plants until
March.

Everything you see here was grown by the
2018 Farm Foundations Cohort, a program
dedicated not only to growing food at scale,
but also to growing the next generation of
farmer.

FARM FOUNDATIONS

UPCOMING CLASSES
• Edible Gardens
• Fruit Tree Education
These class series will start up again
February 2019.
Visit harvestpiercecounty.org to
sign up for notifications around
upcoming registration and class
information.

In the day to day tasks of farming
it’s easy to lose sight of what you’re
accomplishing. It’s hard to imagine
from this tiny seedling, but our
Farm Foundations cohort grew
close to 40,000 pounds of food this
season! That fresh produce went
out into the community through the
Franklin Pierce school cafeterias,
a free summer market at Keithley
Middle School, CSA shares for
school district families, and a weekly
drop off to a local food bank. That
amounts to over $100,000 worth of
food! It’s some incredible work and
we couldn’t have done it without
our amazing group of students this
year. If you’re interested in being a
part of our 2019 season, learn more
at www.harvestpiercecounty.org
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At our Annual Seed Swap, gardeners share stories, potluck dishes, and the seeds they’ve saved from the previous growing season.

ANNUAL SEED SWAP
Saturday, February 2, 2019
10am-12pm
Puyallup Tribe Youth Center
5803 N Levee Rd E
Tacoma, WA 98424
Every seed has a story – the land and
climate that has shaped them, the
hands that carried them from one
place to the next, and the people’s
lives they touched along the way. For
Harvest Pierce County’s 7th annual
Seed Swap, we are celebrating
these stories and inviting folks from
Pierce County share some of theirs.
If you have a seed whose history is
story-worthy, please register on our
website harvestpiercecouny.org or
call (253)845-9770 to sign up for 5
minutes at the microphone.
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The evening will include a traditional
seed swap and potluck. Bring any
seeds you have saved to share, and
please:

Please feel free to invite friends,
family, neighbors, fellow gardeners!
We look forward to kicking off the
season with you!

• Divide your seeds
• Label your seeds with Variety and
Type
• Tell us how old your seeds are (or
write “unknown” if they are quite
old)

FIND US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

When you arrive, please divide
your seeds by seed types (signs will
be placed around the room). After
eating and sorting are through, we
then call each table up one at a time.
HPC will be “seeding” the seeds with
some donations we have received
from local seed companies.

Did you know we are on Facebook
and Instagram? Follow us to keep
updated on the latest gardening
news, inspiring stories of people
and the land and plants they’re
connected to, invitations to
upcoming events, and photos of
past events.
Find us at:
www.Facebook.com/
harvestpiercecounty
www.Instagram.com/
PierceCountyHarvest

WATER QUALITY IMPROVEMENT

A scout troop stand proudly in front of the tree they planted on Green Tacoma Day.

GREEN CITIES CONNECT COMMUNITY TO NATURE
Over the course of 2 days many
volunteers opted to get outdoors
and connect with nature through two
Green City Day Events. The Green
City Day events align work at many
sites to see how much collective
impact we can have in our city,
but the work at these sites is yearround. Trained Habitat Stewards
lead volunteer events throughout
the year; digging up invasive plants,
planting native trees and shrubs,
mulching to hold in water during our
dry summers, noting bird and wildlife
activity, and watching a stream site
mature!

City of Tacoma
11 Event Sites
270 Volunteers
685 Native Shrubs/Trees Planted
16,250 SF of Invasives Removed

City of Puyallup
2 Event Sites
17 Volunteers
100 Native Shrubs/Trees Planted
1,000 SF of Invasives Removed
If you want to learn more about a
Habitat Site near you,
Contact Caleb CalebM@piercecd.org

Volunteers planted and mulched nearly 700
trees during Green Tacoma day, including an
event at Julia’s Gulch.
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MACROINVERTEBRATE
MONITORING
Another successful summer
of macro sampling has been
completed! Volunteers Kelly
Stave, Trish Willebrand, and
Cheryl Fultz-Messinger assisted
the Water Quality staff with
sampling macroinvertebrates
in four streams: Schoolhouse,
Artondale, Ray Nash, and
Minter Creeks. Pierce County
uses the results to determine
biological health of the stream.
Pictured here are Kelly Stave,
Melissa Buckingham, and
Hannah Ljunggren sampling at
Schoolhouse Creek.

RAIN GARDEN WORKSHOP
Come and join us for an informative
workshop where you can learn all
about the benefits that rain gardens
present for you, your community, and
the environment.
This workshop will cover:
• The importance of raingardens, and
their impact on our local watersheds
• The basic steps you’ll need to plan
and design your very own rain garden
• How to properly plant and maintain
your beautiful new landscaping
Our first workshops of the year will
take place on the upcoming dates:
• February 21st – Tacoma, 6:00pm –
7:30pm
• February 23rd – Tacoma, 10:30am –
12:00pm
Our staff is committed to helping you
create the perfect rain garden!
To sign up or ask any questions,
please feel free to contact:
Micah at micahr@piercecd.org
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WINTER STREAM
MONITORING SCHEDULE
• Quarterly monitors may
schedule their winter monitoring
between December 21 and
March 14.
• Bimonthly monitors are
scheduled to monitor their
streams in January and March.
• Volunteers are also encouraged
to run replicate tests once or
twice a year. The replicate testing
includes the dissolved oxygen,
pH, and nitrate tests. Don’t forget
to mention when you email to
reserve a kit, that you will need
extra sample bottles.
• We are entering the time of
year when there are higher and
swifter stream flows, so be careful
when entering streams to collect
samples.

PIERCE COUNTY
STREAM TEAM
PROGRAM

PIERCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT
CONSERVING PIERCE COUNTY NATURAL RESOURCES SINCE 1949

Stream Monitor Program Goals
• Educate citizens about stream ecology, stream
health, and nonpoint source pollution
• Involove citizens in observing, monitoring &
reporting stream conditions
• Provide useful data/information to local
jurisdictions
What do our stream monitors do?
• Measure dissolved oxygen, water temperature,
pH, nitrate-nitrogen and turbidity
• Measure stream flow
• Conduct an annual habitat assessment
Why is monitoring important to your
jurisdiction?
Volunteer monitors build awareness of pollution
problems, learn about pollution prevention, raise
awareness of problem sites, provide data for
waters that may be unassessed, and increase the
amount of water quality information available to
local communities and decision makers.

Program Background
Pierce Conservation District has coordinated a volunteer stream
monitoring program in all four watersheds in Pierce County
since 1994. Since that time, PCD has engaged over 1,000 citizens
in this program and currently more than 70 volunteers are
involved with this effort. The goals of this program are to provide
education to Pierce County residents about local streams, and
the impact of our daily lives on stream water quality and habitat;
as well as provide information on current stream conditions.

NEW STREAM TEAM FOCUS
Over the past year, Stream Team
has reevaluated its goals and focus.
With a program that has existed for
24 years it was time to assess the
data collected and needs of our
jurisdictional partners and volunteer
monitors.

The first improvement is the creation
of jurisdictional reports that highlight
data over the course of a water
year (October 1 – September 30).
These reports can be found on the
Stream Team page on the Pierce
Conservation District website.

Stream Team is still focused on
engaging with community members
as they are our “eyes and ears” of the
watersheds, alerting us to issues and
communicating the importance of
protecting water quality. That will not
change.

With these reports in hand we met
with our jurisdictional partners to
discuss the results and identify
priority sites. We also gathered
information about streams and
watersheds that jurisdictions want us
to share. The outcome is there are

now Stream Team prioritized sites
that we will place new monitors on.
As well, we have changed site
numbers to reflect river miles
to make identification easier.
2018 jurisdictional reports will
be produced soon, and 2019
educational workshops are being
planned. Look for more information
in 2019!
If you have any questions, please
contact Belinda at:
belindap@piercecd.org
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LOCAL WATER QUALITY
Volunteer Monitors:
Dave and Jane Davison,
Clover Park Technical College students
Flett Creek is located in the Chambers-Clover Creek watershed. It flows west
approximately 3 miles from Manitou until it converges with Chambers Creek.
Flett Creek supports runs of coho, chum and winter steelhead salmon.

PIERCE COUNTY
WATERSHEDS

Volunteer Monitor:
Sue Thompson
Spanaway Creek, located in the Chambers-Clover Creek watershed, is a
tributary of Clover Creek. It originates from springs and wetlands located
on JBLM upstream of Spanaway Lake. The creek continues flowing out
of Spanaway Lake and through Tule Lake approximately 5.8 miles to its
confluence with Clover Creek. Coho salmon presence has been documented
in Spanaway Creek.

Volunteer collected data for
2017-2018 for dissolved oxygen
and water temperature is shown
above. The dissolved oxygen state
standard is ≥8 mg/l and the water
temperature state standard is ≤17.5
°C. Flett Creek did not meet state
standards for dissolved oxygen
on several sampling dates. It was
noted the May sampling occurred
after several warm days.
There were no comments
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to explain the low dissolved
oxygen for November and April.
Spanaway Creek did not meet the
water temperature state standard
during the June, July, and August
sampling dates. As well, it did not
meet the dissolved oxygen state
standard during the July sampling
date. These dates correspond to
the summer months when water
levels are lower, flow is much
slower, and air temperatures are
warmer. One possible solution

to mitigate low dissolved oxygen
and high water temperatures is
to remove invasive vegetation,
like reed canarygrass from
streams. Invasive vegetation
tends to slow down flow and
increase decomposition, both
which contribute to low dissolved
oxygen. Physical removal of reed
canarygrass is not recommended,
but instead shading it out with
trees and shrubs can have an
impact.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Now through January 9
Annual Plant Sale Pre-Orders
Place your order at www.piercenativeplantsale.com

December 7
Puyallup Watershed Science Symposium, 8:30am – 3:30pm
For more information contact: Krystal at krystal.kyer@piercecountywa.gov

January 8
The 3 ‘Legs’ of the Livestock Farm Management ‘Stool’
6:30pm – 8:30pm
For more information contact Rene’ at ReneS@piercecd.org

January 31
1st Annual Cover Crop Roundtable, Time TBD
For more information contact Ali at AlisonN@piercecd.org

February 2
Annual Seed Swap, 10:00am – 12:00pm

For more information contact Renee’ at ReneeMe@piercecd.org

February 16
Meeker Creek Habitat Stewards Work Party, 9:00am – 12:00pm
For more information contact Caleb at CalebM@piercecd.org

February 21
Rain Garden Workshop, 6:00pm – 7:30pm
For more information contact Micah at MicahR@piercecd.org

February 23
Rain Garden Workshop, 10:30am – 12:00pm
For more information contact Micah at MicahR@piercecd.org

March 2
South Sound Sustainability Expo, 10:00am – 3:00pm
For more information visit www.southsoundsustainabilityexpo.org

March 19
Children’s Water Festival, 8:00am – 3:00pm

For more information contact Chris at ChrisT@piercecd.org
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Speakers shared their connections to orcas and
their commitment to restoring them, helping
inspire people to action. To top it off at our
event at Tacoma Narrows Park, as we finished
the work and sat down for lunch, a humpback
whale swam by, which we took as a sign of
approval.

PUGET SOUND ORCA
RECOVERY DAY TEAM

We’re under no illusion that a single day
will turn the tide in the fight to recover the
Southern Residents, but it can build momentum.
Orca Recovery Day was about connecting
people to each other and our collective impact,
to the work that needs to be done, to Puget
Sound, and of course Orcas. This was the first
of many to come. Collectively, we can fix this,
we all just need to take action and keep the
momentum going.
To learn more about actions you can take, visit
BetterGround.org
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