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Annual Harvest Tour to Celebrate
Tacoma’s Community Gardens
This September 15th the Annual
Harvest Tour is back! This tour allows
attendees to visit and explore some
of Pierce County’s own community
gardens, learn more about what’s growing and what’s happening in the urban
agriculture community. Tourists get a
chance to meet with local gardeners,
get their hands dirty, and potentially
adopt a plot of their own! Lunch will
be also be included with the tour.
Through recreation and exercise, access
to fresh vegetables, increased gardening knowledge and civic engagement,
community gardening touches people’s
lives in a number of ways. Gardens
have proven to improve neighborhood
safety and well-being, increase social
capital through new friendships, and
increase life span by improving quality
of life. Harvest Pierce County (HPC)
looks forward to celebrating these

unique spaces that bring neighbors
and the greater community together
at our Annual Harvest Tour.
Our primary stop this year will be at the
40th Street Community Garden which
first budded in 2012 and was a thriving
space for gardeners and neighbors of
the South Tacoma community. In recent
years, the garden has struggled with
declining membership and vandalism.
In collaboration with the gardeners,
HPC has increased membership and
support for the garden and has been
working on making improvements to
the space itself. Through camaraderie
and commitment, the garden is growing and blossoming more every day.
In low-income neighborhoods such
as 40th Street, it’s not uncommon
to see such pressures affecting the
(continued on page 7)
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Attendees of the 2017 Harvest Tour visit TCC Community Garden established in 1965
and is now stewarded predominantly by Russian, Ukrainian and Moldovan gardeners.
This year’s tour will give folks the chance to visit six different gardens.
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2019 Green Partnership Fund
Grant Round Open
The Green Partnership Fund is a small
grants program that helps the District achieve our long-term vision of
engaging everyone in Pierce County in
creating a healthy environment and
thriving community. The heart of the
District’s mission is our collaborative
efforts with organizational partners,
voluntary local landowners, and citizen
volunteers to improve water quality,
promote sustainable agriculture, create
thriving habitat, and build an equitable
and healthy food system for all. The
fund is one of the many ways we work
collaboratively to achieve our goals.

Funding Available in 2019:
$75,000 - One large project will be
funded at up to $25,000 and the
remaining funds will be allocated
in $5,000 - $10,000 increments
Application Deadline:
October 12, 2018

CONTACT
Questions and/or to receive
the Request for Proposals,
contact Allan Warren:
allanw@piercecd.org
(253) 845-9770 x 121

Urban Tree Sale
Urban trees are now understood to
be a central part of a green system
and provide a range of benefits.
Trees improve our urban spaces by:
• Beautifies neighborhoods
• Increases property values
• Cleans the air
• Reduces polluted runoff
• Provide shade that lengthens the life of materials
• And much more!
The Royal Raindrops Crabapple, seen
here in its fall color, is one of seven discount trees we’re offering as part of our
Urban Tree Sale. Visit our online store at
squareup.com/store/piercecd to see the
full selection and purchase a tree!
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With funding from the Puyallup
Watershed Initiative PCD is hosting
an Urban Tree Sale. We are offering
7 tree varieties at $10-$30 each.

Trees will be available in the fall, when
the weather is best to install a new
tree, and each tree will come with a
FREE watering bag. Trees are limited
and are sold on a first-come first-serve
basis.  To reserve your tree, visit:  
https://squareup.com/store/piercecd.

CONTACT
Questions?
Contact Melissa or Hannah:
melissab@piercecd.org
hannahl@piercecd.org

2019 District Native Plant Sale Offerings Announced
The 28th Annual District Native Plant
Sale is on the horizon! We’re busy
procuring a wide variety of native
plants which have been carefully
chosen to best suit our lands, natural
resources, and community members.

Why Native Plants?
Native plants have evolved specifically to grow in the soils, topography,
and climate of Western Washington.
Advantages include greater resistance
to pests and better ability to withstand our unique climate. They can
be used for nature-scaping (low-water
requirement landscapes), rain garden
installations, wildlife enhancement,
reforestation, wetland/stream enhancement, erosion control, and landscaping
around homes and farms. They are
also a great alternative to non-native
plants, which are often invasive and
damaging to our natural systems.

Coming Soon to Pre-order
Conifer trees:
Douglas fir, Grand fir, Noble fir,
Shore pine, Sitka spruce, Western
hemlock, Western red cedar
Broadleaf trees:
Big leaf maple, Bitter cherry,
Cascara, Oregon ash, Paper birch,
Red alder, Pacific willow
Shrubs:
Baldhip rose, Red elderberry, Evergreen
huckleberry, Pacific ninebark, Pacific
rhododendron, Red flowering currant,
Tall Oregon grape, Thimbleberry
Ground covers:
Bigleaf lupine, Coastal strawberry,
Kinnikinnick, Salal, Sword fern
Planting supplies:
Plantskydd animal repellent, Tree
tube protectors & stakes

Photo credit: Murray Foubister

The full pre-order list will be ready
soon, but you can expect a great
variety of wonderful native plants at
deeply discounted prices in this year’s
Annual Native Plant Sale, including
the Red Elderberry (top) and Pacific
Rhododendron (below) pictured here.

What to Expect
Plants and other items will become
available for pre-order starting in
September. Watch your mailbox for
our order forms or keep an eye on our
website where you can get even more
information and order online www.
PierceNativePlantSale.com. These are
conservation-grade plants which are
packaged as bare roots, plugs, or cuttings (no pots), and are sold in bundles
of 5-10. They are grown for us over
the winter by local growers, and are
therefore subject to shortages and crop
failures. For the best odds at getting
the plants you want, order early, as
quantities are limited. In late February,
we will receive the plants and have
them available for pick up over a series
of days. Stay tuned for details, and we
will look forward to seeing you soon!

Photo credit: Randy Smith
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Habitat Improvement
After one year of effective treatment, large
stands of knotweed can be reduced to
straggly, stunted regrowth. But multiple
years of repeated treatment is necessary
to fully get knotweed under control.

Knotweed Crew Making Good Progress
The District’s knotweed programs
continue in the Upper Nisqually
and South Prairie Creek watersheds,
making good progress on the effort
to rid riparian areas of this aggressive invasive plant that causes much
ecological disruption, especially
along streams and rivers. With summer being the most effective time to
treat this weed, the District brought
on a five-member seasonal treatment
crew, and two monitoring interns.  
The interns are charged with walking
miles of waterway, noting the presence,
location, and degree of infestation
of knotweed. This allows the District
to track the effectiveness of previous
knotweed treatments and strategically develop a work plan for the
treatment crew. Comprehensive and
consistent treatment, working from
the upper watershed to downstream
areas, is the best way to remove this
plant and prevent re-infestations.

District Americorps service member
Nick Cusick leads knotweed monitoring
interns Allison Paul and Kristi Floyd in
assessing knotweed locations along the
mainstem of the upper Nisqually River.

The District’s Knotweed Treatment Crew works July-September in the upper Nisqually and
South Prairie Creek watersheds to remove this invasive plant from sensitive riparian areas.
L to R: Sydney Westerland, Serenity Ainsworth, Kaytlyn Pepe, Ethan Greer, Jon Harris.
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Fall Is Here—And So Are Planting Parties!
With summer winding down and fall
approaching, we are itching to get
plants in the ground at several restoration sites around Pierce County, and
we need your help! What better way to
spend a crisp fall morning than helping to improve local riparian habitat
side by side with other volunteers?
We can’t think of one, so join us for
one or both of the events to the right.
We look forward to seeing you!

Washington
Conservation Corps
Since last October, the District
has been fortunate to sponsor a
Washington Conservation Corps
(WCC) crew, in partnership with
the City of Puyallup and Forterra.  
This group of five hard working
young adults, plus their supervisor,
have increased the District’s capacity and allowed more important
restoration work to be completed.  
Among other projects, our WCC
crew has performed critical tasks
at nearly all our active planting
sites doing site prep, plant installation, and maintenance. They
have also done important work
on the new Loop Trail in Puyallup
that goes through restoration sites
like Silver and Meeker Creek.

Dropstone Farm

South Prairie Creek Preserve

SEPTEMBER 29
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

OCTOBER 13
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

Nestled in the river valley near Orting, Dropstone Farm has fenced off
a long stream corridor from their
field and livestock operations. A
tributary to the Carbon River, this
section of stream bank is lacking
in native vegetation to keep water
temperatures cool and invasive reed
canary grass at bay. Planting event is
co-sponsored by PCC Farmland Trust,
who helped protect this valuable
agricultural land into perpetuity.

During the previous planting season,
volunteers helped restore six acres
of riparian and floodplain habitat
at the South Prairie Creek Preserve
project site. We continue this effort,
with the goal of planting another
seven acres between this fall and next
spring. Come be part of this regionally
important salmon project, and maybe
even see a fish or two in the stream.

CONTACT
Get more information and register
at http://piercecd.org/calendar.
aspx. Dates and times subject to
change. Contact Jayme Gordon:
jaymeg@piercecd.org

(Pictured here) The District’s WCC crew
celebrates a good day of hard work at the
South Prairie Creek Preserve project site
in July. L to R: Kelly Lewis (supervisor),
Samuel Bubenzer, Justin LeMay, Kalea
Steffe, Marinn Carpenter, and Clayton Berg.
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Habitat Improvement
Restoration Prep – Laying the
Foundation for a Successful Planting
Let’s cut to the chase:  Preparing a
habitat restoration site is usually a
lot of work. Project areas have often
experienced varying degrees of disturbance and alteration from their
original environment.  Invasive weeds
almost always dominate the landscape. Habitat degradation that has
transpired over the course of dozens
of years, we are asked to turn around
in just a year or two, sometimes less!  
Coming up with an effective plan to
prepare a site for planting with native
plants requires balancing a number
of factors, including:  budget, staff
and crew resources, what equipment
can access the site, is herbicide an
option, what issues do we need to deal
with (trash, soil compaction, types of
weeds), how much time do we have,
and so on. Sometimes we get to try
new techniques; sometimes we do the

Summer Learning
The school year may have ended
in June, but our EE program kept
quite busy during the summer with
science and nature camps, visits to
Boys and Girls Clubs, and planning
for the upcoming school year.

Some highlights of the summer
included:

PCD’s Chris Towe maneuvers a tractor
with a mower attachment through a
wall of blackberries near South Prairie
Creek. Having the right tools can make
quick work of what might otherwise
seem a very daunting task!
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• Salishan Environmental Justice
Camp - Campers aged 11-14 explored
local environmental issues, visited the
neighborhood community garden, and
hiked up Swan Creek Park to test water
quality and look at life in the stream.
• Salishan Junior Scientist Camp
- In the camp for kids age 7-10, we
learned about the importance of
water resources and aquatic habitats,
enjoyed a visit from Tacoma’s Environmental Services vehicles like

best we can with what we have to
work with. We are constantly learning from our successes, our failures,
and from the experiences of others.  
When all is said and done, our goal is to
most efficiently and effectively prepare
a site for the best restoration success
possible. We try to eradicate, or at least
“knock down,” invasives to minimize
competition for water, nutrients,
and sunlight. We work to make sites
accessible and safe for volunteers and
others who will install the trees and
shrubs. We plan for how we’ll maintain
the site and prepare accordingly. We
want our new plants to flourish and
thrive, to turn that field of reed canary
grass, blackberries, knotweed (pick
your favorite invasive!) into a diverse
and complex plant community that
provides critical ecological benefits
to our streams, soils, and wildlife.

vactor trucks and sweepers, and visited
Titlow Park to see marine animals.
• Hatchery day camps - Campers
from the Graham Kapowsin Community Council and Tacoma Nature
Center visited the Puyallup Hatchery
to learn about salmon, their habitat,
and what role the hatchery plays.
• Boys and Girls Club visits - We
paid a visit to a Tacoma Boys and
Girls Club for a summer water program, covering ways we use water, its
importance in our lives, and ways we
can protect from becoming polluted.

CONTACT
To schedule an environmental
education program for your
group, contact Chris Towe:
christ@piercecd.org

Harvest Pierce County
(“Annual Harvest Tour...” continued from page 1)
utilization of these spaces. Of all the
community gardens in Pierce County
there are a handful of gardens that
HPC is working to revitalize and
strengthen. Harvest Pierce County
works alongside the community and
with local partners and would like
to invite you to be a part as well.

Harvest Pierce County’s
Russian, Ukrainian,
and Moldovan cultural
ambassador, Svetlana, translates for
attendees of the 2017
Harvest Tour at the TCC
Community Garden.

This year’s tour will include
the following gardens:
• 40th Street
Community Garden
• Hosmer
Community Garden
• Blueberry Park
and (brand new)
Community Garden
• Vietnamese Buddhist
Temple Garden
• Viet Huong
Community Garden
• McCarver
Community Garden

Attendees of the 2017
Harvest Tour share stories
at the Viet Huong Community Garden, a garden
stewarded predominantly
by elderly Vietnamese. In
addition to touring the
gardens, attendees also get
to learn about culturally
significant fruits and veggies and take home ideas
for their own gardens.

CONTACT
The Tour costs $10 per person and
proceeds will go towards supporting
low-income neighborhood gardens.
To sign up for the Community
Garden Harvest Tour, visit our
website! Tickets go fast, so
reserve your spot today:
https://squareup.com/store/
piercecd/item/garden-tour
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On the Farm
Fall Farm and Rural Living Workshops
Horse Boarding Facility Tour
and Energy Efficiency
Wednesday, SEPTEMBER 12
6:00 p.m.–7:30 p.m.
Starfire Farm, Lakewood
Visit this 24-horse boarding facility,
that due to limited space, must run a
tight ship in managing their property
for ultimate efficiency. Their limited
turn-out areas must remain in good
condition year-round and do so through
the installation of mud preventing
footing material. Due to a lack of
pastures on which to spread manure,
all manure must be exported from the
property. They have recently built an
ecology block manure bin in which to
store it prior to pick-up by a hauling
company. And to lower their operating
expenses, they recently took advantage
of a Puget Sound Energy grant program that Pierce Conservation District
facilitated to replace the expensive to
operate indoor arena lights with more
energy efficient LED fixtures. Come
learn about that program, and what you
can do to manage your horse property
(big or small) more effectively!

“Get the Dirt” on Soil
Thursday, SEPTEMBER 13
7:00 p.m.–8:30 p.m.
Key Peninsula
This workshop will focus on learning
the basic components of soil and the
role these components play in the
functions of soil. Learn how managing
your soils can lead to better forage
production and animal health. Learn
how to find out what soil types are on
your property to inform grazing and
fertilizer timing, grass species selection, and more. Learn how and when
to take a soil test as well as how to
interpret the results. Retired Natural
Resources Conservation Services Soil
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Scientist Chuck Natsuhara will be on
hand to help give you tools to better understand the ground beneath
your feet. RSVP for location.

Vegetable and Poultry
Farm Walk
Thursday, SEPTEMBER 13
5:00 p.m.–7:00 p.m.
Tacoma
Visit this 11-acre vegetable and poultry farm just 5 miles from downtown
Tacoma. This farm deals with water
limitations due to poor drainage and
poor access to water. Come learn how
they’ve worked around these issues
and what you can do on your farm. In
addition, we’ll be learning about their
pastured poultry operation and how it
complements their diverse vegetable
operation. Finally, this producer recently took advantage of a USDA Rural
Development Rural Energy Assistance
Program grant to install solar power on
the farm. Come learn about that program and how Pierce CD can help you
manage farm energy more efficiently!

Sustainable Pasture
Management-Kaukiki Farm
Saturday, SEPTEMBER 15
10:00 a.m.–11:30 a.m.
Longbranch
Come to this picturesque, 146-acre
farm near Taylor Bay and learn about
sustainable pasture management. Listen
to Warwick and Janice Bryant describe
their farming methods that stay away
from practices which degrade the soil,
water, and other natural resources.
Hear about grass growth, rotational
grazing, fencing, and irrigation. See
K-Line irrigation pods in action. Speak
with Pierce Conservation District Farm
Resource Planner, Paul Borne, about
the services Pierce CD can provide
for your farm. Also, learn about the

CONTACT
To register and receive directions
to any of the farm workshops, visit
our website or call the farm team:
www.piercecd.org
(253) 845-9770

Great Peninsula Conservancy’s partnership with Kaukiki Farm to preserve
valuable farmland. Please RSVP.

The Difference a
Good Liming and Calcium
Nutrition Program Can Make
Thursday, SEPTEMBER 20
6:30 p.m.–9:00 p.m.
Key Peninsula
Gudrun Mart of Columbia River Carbonates will walk through developing a
liming program for your farm to boost
productivity and improve your bottom
line. Better and more predictable results
can be achieved by knowing the right
material, right amount, right place
and right time when it comes to liming. Gudrun will illustrate her recommendations with examples of studies,
observed crop and pasture responses
and experiences from her years advising
farmers. There will be an opportunity
to test pH yourself. Bring soil samples
from your land for instant testing and
go home with a better understanding
of what you can do to make a difference in land stewardship through pH
management. RSVP for location. RSVP
for location.

PCC Farmland Trust
Launches New Land
Matching Project:

Know What’s Under
Your Hooves:
How to Be a Better Manager
of Your Pastures and Livestock
from the Ground Up
Wednesday, SEPTEMBER 26
5:30 p.m.–7:30 p.m.
Pierce Conservation
District office, Puyallup
This workshop will focus on managing
your soils for better forage production
and animal health. Learn how to find
out what soil types are on your property to inform grazing and fertilizer
timing, grass species selection, and
more. Learn how and when to take a
soil test as well as interpret the results.
Retired Natural Resources Conservation Services Soil Scientist Chuck
Natsuhara will be on hand to help give
you tools to better understand the
ground beneath your feet. Local Farmer,
Larry Bailey, will add his experience
of implementing nutrient management practices on his farm in Orting.

Horse Farm Tour and Manure
Spreader Demonstration
Saturday, SEPTEMBER 29
9:00 a.m.–11:00 a.m.
Graham
Get inspired to get your farm ready for
winter by visiting this 5-acre, wellmanaged horse farm. In the four years
since David and Elizabeth have owned
the property, they have built a paddock
adjacent to the barn in which to keep
their two horses in the winter and during droughty times in the summer to
ensure that their pastures stay healthy
and productive. They installed 5/8
minus gravel footing material in the
paddocks to prevent mud. They have
divided the pastures into several smaller
areas to facilitate rotational grazing,
which will allow the grass to rest and
re-grow. The manure that is removed
from the stalls and paddocks is placed
in a tarp covered pile to compost and
turn it into a valuable soil amendment
that they spread back onto the pastures
in the fall. They will be demonstrating
(continued on page 10)

Farm to Farmer is a land matching project that includes personalized assistance from experienced farmers, as well as an online tool to
facilitate matches. This project aims to connect new and expanding
farmers with the land opportunities they need to grow their businesses
and help retiring farmers transfer their land to the next generation.
Currently, Farm to Farmer serves landowners in Pierce and King
Counties of Washington State. All producers interested in farming
in those areas are encouraged to participate. To learn more, visit
farmtofarmer.org or contact us at info@farmtofarmer.org.
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On the Farm
(“Fall Farm and Rural Living Workshops” continued from page 9)

Farm Resources at the
Pierce Conservation
District Include:
• Free No-obligation Farm Visits
• First One’s Free Soil Sampling
• Manure Share Program
• Manure Spreaders (including a
new larger capacity spreader!),
No-Till Drill, and Poultry
Processing Equipment Rental
• Hay Probe, Electric Fence Tool,
and Temporary Electric
Fencing Loan
• Cost Share Assistance

this at the workshop, so come learn
how easy it is to use the District’s rental
manure spreader and learn what you
can do to improve your own farm.

Pasture Management Calendar
and Multi-Species Grazing
Tuesday, OCTOBER 9
4:00 p.m.–6:00 p.m.
Orting
Join us on a 30-acre diversified
livestock operation to discuss one
farm’s experience with managing
poultry, pork, and lamb on pasture.
Natural Resources Conservation Service
Agronomist, Marty Chaney, will also
be on hand to share why the health of
next season’s grass depends on what

Our new, low-cost No-Till Drill Rental
program is gaining momentum as
local farmers take advantage of our
cost-share program to implement
practices that improve soil quality,
store carbon, and reduce costs.
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you do today. We’ll explore what the
grass is doing at this critical time of
year as well as what steps you can
take – and which missteps to avoid
– to get the most from your forage.

Creating Habitat for Pollinators
and Beneficial Insects on the
Farm with Xerces Society
Tuesday, OCTOBER 16
3:00 p.m.–5:30 p.m.
Pierce Conservation
District office, Puyallup
Learn which plants attract and support pollinators and beneficial insects
and how to incorporate them as
hedgerows, field border and more on
your farm. Also learn about the cost
share opportunities available through
PCD to install habitat plantings!

Local Water Quality Data
In the Spotlight: Creeks Highlighted this Quarter
Donkey Creek Stream Monitors:
Cindy and Dave Hackett
Winter Creek Stream Monitor:
Norman McLoughlin
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Donkey Creek is located in the KGI watershed. Its headwaters are located just west
of Highway 16 and it flows in a generally
southeasterly direction, emptying into Gig
Harbor bay. This creek supports runs of
coho, chum, and steelhead trout.

Volunteer collected data for 2017-2018 for dissolved
oxygen and water temperature is shown above. The
dissolved oxygen state standard is ≥9.5 mg/l and the
water temperature state standard is ≤16 °C. Donkey
Creek met both state standards for the time period.
Winter Creek did not meet dissolved oxygen state
standards on several occasions during this time. There
are no recorded observations to explain the low dissolved oxygen levels, but they may have been related
to organic decomposition. The water temperature
was above standards once during May 2017.

Winter Creek, a tributary to the
East Fork of Rocky Creek, is located
in the KGI watershed on the Key
Peninsula. It is not known what
salmon species may use Winter
Creek but the East Fork of Rocky
supports runs of coho, fall chum,
and winter steelhead.
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Water Quality Improvement
Stream Team Training - October 20
Looking for an opportunity to engage
in your local watershed? Want to
participate in citizen science? Or
simply want to spend time outdoors?
Stream Team might be for you!
Volunteer stream monitors play a key
role in stream stewardship by raising
awareness of pollution problems and
providing water quality data the community can use to protect local streams
Our next stream monitor training is
being held on Saturday, October 20,
9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.

Fall Stream
Monitoring
Schedule

(Sidebar photo) Stream volunteer monitoring
South Prairie Creek.

• Learn how to collect and record
water quality data on streams.
• Help Pierce Conservation District
monitor one of many streams
throughout Pierce County.
• Watch our streams for
changes that threaten
natural stream function.
• Make a difference in your
environment and community.

CONTACT
Contact Belinda Paterno to
sign up for the training:
belindap@piercecd.org
(253) 845-9770 x 109

• Quarterly monitors:
Schedule monitoring session
between September 21, 2018 and
December 14, 2018.
• Bimonthly monitors:
Monitor stream site September and
November.
• Remember that either August,
September, or October is the time
to complete a habitat assessment
for your stream site. If you would
like a refresher on filling out the
habitat form, please contact Belinda
to schedule a time to review the
form at your site.
• Volunteers are also encouraged to
run replicate tests once or twice a
year. The replicate testing includes
the dissolved oxygen, pH, and
nitrate tests. We can provide extra
sample bottles if you are planning
on doing replicates.
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Clarks Creek Bank Stabilization Project
The Clarks Creek Bank Stabilization
project will improve the severely incised
main stem and tributary channel areas
just downstream of 23rd Avenue SW
in Puyallup. In this area there is a
12-foot-high vertical drop and several
other cuts of up to 50 feet in depth.
To address these issues the City of
Puyallup will stabilize the cuts and
roughen the channel in the incised
reach using natural wood material
and native plants to reduce continued channel degradation. An added

benefit is that this will reduce the
amount of sediment moved into the
lower reaches of Clarks Creek.
PCD is managing the vegetation
restoration of this site, starting with
a planting on Green Puyallup Day.
The site is home of many social trails
and is a beautiful space to work and
we hope a Habitat Stewardship team
forms to care for this special space.

CONTACT
Want to learn more?
Contact Melissa:
melissab@piercecd.org

Holy Rosary
Depave Phase II
With over 80 volunteers, removing
10,000SF of pavement went smoothly
for Phase II of the Holy Rosary Depave
project. After recycling all this pavement, removing and recycling 12” of
soil that was under the pavement, and
bringing in healthy soil and mulch
the site is now ready for the last
step: greening up the space this fall.
Trees, grass for a soccer field, and an
outdoor classroom will be built on
top of this newly opened space.
(Photo at right) Teamwork makes this tough job
easier, as shown by two volunteers moving this
piece of pavement. Over 80 volunteers made light
work of removing 10,000sqft of pavement!

Green Up Your City on Green City Day
Local open space is in need of our
help, and Tacoma and Puyallup are
stepping up with Green Tacoma Day
and Green Puyallup Day! These natural
areas provide people with clean air,
clean water, and access to nature. And
keeping them healthy is a community
effort! Join hundreds of volunteers
this fall as we work to keep Tacoma
and Puyallup green by volunteering
at one of the many sites around each
city. Volunteers will be pulling invasive
weeds, removing litter, and planting
and mulching native shrubs and trees.

Tacoma
Saturday, OCTOBER 13
10:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.
RSVP: https://www.earthcorps.
org/green-tacoma-day/

Puyallup
Saturday, NOVEMBER 3
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
RSVP: piercecd.org or
melissab@piercecd.org

All ages are welcome at any of the Green City volunteer sites, so bring the
whole family and help make a difference in our local community.
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Pollinators and Beneficials Insects

Photo credit: Alisa Schindler, Redpoint Photography

Interested in bringing more pollinators and
beneficial bugs to your farm or garden?
Join us for a workshop on October 16th!

Three-quarters of all flowering plants
and roughly 35% of food crops depend
on pollinators to reproduce. In addition
to the familiar European honey bee,
more than 600 species of native bees in
Washington contribute to the important work of pollinating favorites like
squashes, cucumbers, berries and apples
just to name a few. The abundance
and diversity of native bees on a farm,
and their contribution to pollination
and crop productivity are enhanced
when their basic habitat needs are met
including nesting and overwintering
sites and flowers on which to forage.
And the same flowering plants that
attract pollinators also support beneficial insects that protect crops from pest
damage. Interested in bringing more
pollinators and beneficial bugs to your
farm or garden? The PCD has cost share
opportunities for practices to incor-

porate more of the habitat they need
into your farmscape, from establishing
hedgerows, windbreaks and field borders
to optimizing cover crop plantings,
orchard ground covers and pastures
for pollinators and beneficials. And
you can attend the workshop, Creating
Habitat for Pollinators and Beneficial
Insects on the Farm, presented by the
Xerces Society on October 16th here
at the PCD! Eric Mader will be walking
us through these habitat enhancing
practices from deciding which ones
are appropriate for your situation, to
site prep and plant choice, to managing plantings for the long term. Visit
xerces.org/pollinator-conservation/
agriculture/ to learn more about
Xerces efforts to promote habitat for
pollinators and beneficials on farms,
and hope to see you in October!

Fall Livestock Farm To-Do List to Get Ready for Winter
September

October

Drag pastures before winter
to distribute manure
Purchase additional hay
if you haven’t already

The winter rains begin!
Restrict livestock from pastures
when soil is saturated
Hang feeders for birds

Cut blackberries now to prevent
nutrient storage in the roots
Leave corn and other grain crop
residues in the garden for wildlife

Our Sponsors

November

Gather outside manure at least
twice a week to prevent nutrient
runoff. Store covered at least 100’
from any well or surface water to
prevent water contamination

Restrict livestock from pastures
when soil is saturated
Cover stockpiled manure. Have
extra tarps handy if necessary
Pile fallen branches from
winter storms to create brush
piles for wildlife habitat

Get all the Fall tips on our website:
http://piercecd.org/Blog.aspx?CID=6

The Pierce Conservation District would like to thank businesses who have helped sponsor our Harvest Pierce County
program. If you or your business would like to become a sponsor please call (253) 845-9770.

The Edible Garden Series is proudly sponsored by:
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October

September
Sept 3

Gilmur Grubbers Work Party,
9 a.m.–12 p.m. For more info
contact Belinda at belindap@
piercecd.org.

Oct 1

Gilmur Grubbers Work Party,
9 a.m.–12 p.m. For more
info contact Belinda at
belindap@piercecd.org.

Sept 12

Horse Boarding Facility Tour
and Energy Efficiency, 9 a.m.–
11 a.m. For more info contact
René at renes@piercecd.org.

Oct 2 & 11

Edible Garden Series: Composting Basics, 6 p.m.–8 p.m.
For more info contact Kristen
at kristenm@piercecd.org.

Sept 12

Edible Garden Series: Composting Basics, 6 p.m.–8 p.m. For
more info contact Micaela at
micaelac@piercecd.org.

Oct 6

Adriana Hess Work Party,
9 a.m.–12 p.m. For more
info contact Belinda at
belindap@piercecd.org.

Sept 13

“Get the Dirt” on Soil, 7 p.m.–
8:30 p.m. For more info contact
Paul at paulb@piercecd.org.

Oct 6

Sept 13

Vegetable and Poultry Farm
Walk, 5 p.m.–7 p.m. For
more info contact Ali at
alisonn@piercecd.org.

Community Day at The Farm,
9 a.m.–12 p.m. For more
info contact Madeleine at
madeleines@piercecd.org.

Oct 9

Sept 13

Edible Garden Series: Fall and
Winter Gardening, 6 p.m.–8 p.m.
For more info contact Micaela at
micaelac@piercecd.org.

Pasture Management
Calendar and Multi-Species
Grazing, 4 p.m.–6 p.m. For
more info contact Robin at
rbuckingham@piercecd.org.

Oct 13

Sustainable Pasture Management-Kaukiki Farm, 10 a.m.–
11:30 a.m. For more info contact
Paul at paulb@piercecd.org.

South Prairie Creek Preserve
Planting Party, 9 a.m.–12 p.m.
For more info contact Jayme
at jaymeg@piercecd.org.

Oct 13

Annual Harvest Tour,
10 a.m.– 11:30 a.m. For more
info contact Micaela at
micaelac@piercecd.org.

Green City Day - Tacoma,
10 a.m.–1 p.m. For more info
contact Melissa at
melissab@piercecd.org.

Oct 16

Creating Habitat for Pollinators and Beneficial Insects
on the Farm with Xerces
Society, 3 p.m.–5:30 p.m.
For more info contact Ali at
alisonn@piercecd.org.

Oct 20

Stream Team Training,
9 a.m.–12 p.m. For more
info contact Belinda at
belindap@piercecd.org.

Oct 20

Community Day at The Farm,
9 a.m.–12 p.m. For more
info contact Madeleine at
madeleines@piercecd.org.

Sept 15

Sept 15

Sept 15

Edible Garden Series: Composting Basics, 10 a.m.–12 p.m.
For more info contact Micaela at
micaelac@piercecd.org.

Sept 15

Community Day at The Farm,
9 a.m.–12 p.m. For more info
contact Madeleine at
madeleines@piercecd.org.

Sept 18

Edible Garden Series: Fruits,
Nuts, & Berries, 6 p.m.–8 p.m.
For more info contact Micaela at
micaelac@piercecd.org.

Sept 20

The Difference a Good Liming
and Calcium Nutrition
Program Can Make, 6:30 p.m.–
9 p.m. For more info contact
Paul at paulb@piercecd.org.

November

Sept 22

Fruit Tree Education Series:
Espalier, 10 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
For more info contact Chris at
chrism@piercecd.org.

Nov 3

Green City Day - Puyallup,
9 a.m.–12 p.m. For more
info contact Melissa at
melissab@piercecd.org.

Sept 26

Know What’s Under Your
Hooves, 5:30 p.m.–7:30 p.m.
For more info contact Robin at
rbuckingham@piercecd.org.

Nov 3

Adriana Hess Work Party,
9 a.m.–12 p.m. For more
info contact Belinda at
belindap@piercecd.org.

Sept 29

Horse Farm Tour and Manure
Spreader Demonstration,
6 p.m.–7:30 p.m. For more
info contact René at
renes@piercecd.org.

Nov 5

Gilmur Grubbers Work Party,
9 a.m.–12 p.m. For more
info contact Belinda at
belindap@piercecd.org.

Sept 29

Nov 20

Dropstone Farm Planting Party,
9 a.m.–12 p.m. For more info contact
Jayme at jaymeg@piercecd.org.

Edible Garden Series: Composting Basics, 6 p.m.–8 p.m.
For more info contact Kristen
at kristenm@piercecd.org.

Who We Are:
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Jeanette Dorner, Chair
Scott Gruber, Vice-Chair
Dr. Brian Sullivan, Auditor  
DISTRICT STAFF
Kalicia Bean, Community Garden Outreach Intern
Paul Borne, KGI Farm Resource Specialist
Melissa Buckingham, Water Quality
Improvement and Monitoring Program Director
Robin Buckingham, Farm Resource Specialist
Kramer Canup, Habitat Improvement Technician  
Micaela Cooley, Urban Agriculture
Education and Outreach Coordinator
Selena Corwin, Senior Finance and
Administrative Director
Nicholas Cusick, Climate Change Resiliency
Program Coordinator
Jayme Gordon, Habitat Improvement and
Environmental Education Program Director
Hannah Ljunggren, AmeriCorps Service Member
Chris Madden, Program Specialist
Kathryn Mahan, Budget and Fund
Development Coordinator
Camila Matamala-Ost, Volunteer Coordinator &
Outreach Specialist
Kristen McIvor, Urban Agriculture
and Local Access Program Director
Ryan Mello, Executive Director
Renee Meschi, Program Specialist
Caleb Mott, Water Quality Assistant
Alison Nichols, Crop Farm Specialist
Belinda Paterno, Water Quality Technician
Isabel Ragland, Water Quality
Monitoring Program Manager
Cynthia Ross, Finance Coordinator
Kate Terpstra, Habitat Improvement Coordinator
René Skaggs, Farm Planning and
Agricultural Assistance Program Director
Madeleine Spencer, Harvest Pierce County
Program Specialist
Kristine Swanner, Finance Administrative Assistant
Chris Towe, Habitat Improvement and
Environmental Education Program Coordinator
Allan Warren, Communications
& Development Manager
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
Puyallup Field Office
(253) 845-9272
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CONSERVATION ACROSS PIERCE COUNTY

Upcoming Events..
• Annual Harvest Tour
September 15
• Green Partnership
Fund Application
Deadline October 12
• Lots of Farm
Workshops!
The Tahoma View is published quarterly.
Call (253) 845-9770 or email info@piercecd.org to receive this free publication, or
if you wish to be removed from the mailing list. | Pierce Conservation District is a
subdivision of state government created
to promote the conservation of natural
resources in Pierce County. | Pierce Conservation District programs are available to
all without discrimination.
Editor: Allan Warren
The Student Stewards project of Citizens For A Healthy Bay was a recipient of a 2018 Green Partnership Fund
grant, and as a result, over 1,200 students such as these were engaged in hands on environmental education
and habitat restoration. The 2019 Green Partnership Fund grant round is now open and if you’d like more
information, email us at info@piercecd.org.

