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It’s no secret that the District is
invested in healthy salmon runs
throughout Pierce County. We’ve been
working to restore streams and rivers for decades. Lately the District
has worked with a team including
the Puyallup Tribe, the South Sound
Salmon Enhancement Group, and
Pierce County, to plan restoration at
the South Prairie Creek Preserve.
The South Prairie Creek Preserve contains more than 160 acres and is held in
permanent floodplain habitat protection by the District and Pierce County.
More acres are added each year – we will
soon add another 5 new acres thanks
to a grant from the Salmon Recovery
Funding Board. This month the Washington Department of Ecology joined
our team with an investment of their
own - $325,125 in state funding. This

brings our total secured funding for
this project to more than $4,000,000.
The funding that the District just
secured is the final piece needed to
construct major channel reconstruction
at the South Prairie Creek Preserve.
Cleanup and early planting started
last fall. Next year earthmoving will
begin to construct more than a halfmile of new side channel habitat
for salmon, and to increase ground
water recharge and flood storage.
The South Sound Salmon Enhancement Group is the overall project
manager for this restoration. The
District is managing all aspects of
native plant installation and maintenance. Watch for opportunities to
volunteer on this exciting project!

On the Farm

• New Cover Crop Initiative
and No-till Drill are
Planting Seeds of Success
• Upcoming Summer
Farm Workshops
• Civil Conversations on
Climate Change

Water Quality
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• Lake Appreciation
Month – July
• Pavement is Not
Permanent
• Rain Garden Workshops
• The Importance of Macros
• Local Water Quality Data
• Summer Stream
Monitoring Schedule
• Upcoming Workshops &
Volunteer Events
• Only Rain Down The Drain

A major restoration project at the South Prairie Creek Preserve is set to begin this summer.
The breathtaking preserve pictured above, is going to be transformed into thriving salmon
habitat and volunteers like you are going to play an important role in helping us do it.
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Conservation Corner
The Annual Native Plant Sale is an all
hands on deck affair, bringing staff
from all of our program areas together
with 35 volunteers to help distribute
over 27,000 plants to 600 customers.
Pictured here is Water Quality team
member Belinda Paterno.

CONTACT US:
PIERCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT
Phone: (253) 845-9770
Toll Free: (866) 845-9485
EMAIL/WEB:
info@piercecd.org
www.piercecd.org
MAIL:
P.O. Box 1057
Puyallup, WA 98371
OFFICE LOCATION:
308 Stewart Avenue
Puyallup, WA 98371

Like us on Facebook

at facebook.com/PierceConservationDistrict
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2018 Pierce CD Native Plant Sale Recap
Thanks so much to all who purchased
plants, volunteered with us, or otherwise supported our annual native plant
sale! This special non-profit sale is all
about encouraging the use of native
plants, and making them accessible
within our community. This year we
were happy to provide over 27,000
plants to nearly 600 customers. We
are thrilled to have this new cohort of
plants dispersed throughout our lands,
working diligently to protect our natural resources (and looking good in the
process). As always, with so many sale
items and customers, we relied heavily
on our indispensable volunteer force.

Some new, some coming back for their
16th year, 35 volunteers devoted over
150 hours to the event preparation. It
is hard to think of a better, more collaborative way to invite so many folks
to our new facility for the first time. If
you happened to miss out on the sale
this year, please consider joining our
contact list by emailing Info@PierceNativePlantSale.com or calling (253)
845-9770. Need native plants between
now and next March? Give our friends
at Woodbrook Native Plant Nursery a
call at (253) 857-6808 or visit www.
WoodbrookNativePlantNursery.com   

The District Welcomes New Team Members

(Need a higher res photo)

Robin Buckingham is our new Farm
Resource Specialist for livestock farmers in
the Puyallup-White River watershed. He is
available to provide technical assistance
including developing farm conservation
plans, facilitating cost-share funding, and
no-obligation site visits.

Nicholas Cusick joins the District as an
AmeriCorps service member with the Climate
Resiliency and Knotweed Control Programs.
Nick will be assisting rural business owners
and agricultural producers apply for renewable energy grants, developing resonant
messaging on rural climate resiliency, and
upgrading our knotweed monitoring and
GIS protocols.

Bill Winkelman joins the District as an
Energy Conservation Fellow to help with the
Climate Resiliency and Resource Conservation Management programs. Bill comes to
PCD through the Encore Program coordinated by 501 Commons.

Paul, a long-time resident of Pierce County,
joined Pierce Conservation District in March
2018 after working for many years at the
King Conservation District. As the KGI Farm
Resource Specialist, Paul will work with
livestock owners in the Key Peninsula-Gig
Harbor-Islands Watershed to help them
address natural resource concerns on their
farms and improve local water quality. He
believes that we all have a part in protecting our environment and is excited to now
be working in his neighborhood – Pierce
County. When he is not promoting conservation at work, Paul enjoys enhancing the
wildlife habitat in his backyard and observing nature around him.

Meet Kalicia, Harvest Pierce County’s new
Community Garden Outreach Intern! Kalicia
is a recent Oregon State University graduate
with a B.S. in Agricultural Science. Through
the BIA Pathways program Kalicia has worked
with various environmental service and advocacy organizations in the Pacific Northwest including the Nisqually River Education Project
and the NW Indian Fisheries Commission. She
is a Puyallup Tribal member, born and raised
in Tacoma, WA. For fun Kalicia enjoys running
and hiking with her dogs, volunteering with
horses, and experimenting with DIY household
and beauty product recipes.

Chris joins us as an AmeriCorps service
member and will be heading up the Gleaning
Project, as well as helping us reach our goals
around urban agriculture and equitable food
access. Growing up in the beautiful PNW Chris
enjoys the outdoors and loves exploring this
amazingly biodiverse area of the world. He
has a passion for fruit trees, and was recently
the orchard manager of an organic orchard
that produced: apples, pears, cherries, mulberries, Asian pears, kiwi, chestnuts, walnuts,
blueberries, and much more. Chris is excited
to help Pierce County residents enjoy a more
beautiful and delicious place to live!

Welcome to everyone!
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Habitat Improvement
Planting Season May Be
Behind Us, but Habitat
Restoration Work is Never Done…
A late spring snow didn’t deter
the 30 volunteers who came out to
continue the restoration planting
effort at the District’s South Prairie
Creek Preserve on March 24. Together
with another volunteer planting
earlier in March, and with help from
Washington Conservation Corps and
Earth Corps crews, 2040 plants were
planted on 3.5 acres this spring!  
With the planting season behind us,
we turn our attention to monitoring
and maintaining our new plantings, as

well as planning and preparing sites for
more habitat planting work this fall.
Recent visits to many of the planting
sites show healthy new growth – an
encouraging sign! District staff will
be monitoring plantings this summer
to determine just how well they are
doing and note any issues that may
be affecting success. This information will inform decisions on how
future habitat restoration plantings
are designed and implemented.

Members of the Sumner Lions Club planted 20 bare root shrubs along Salmon Creek in early March.
This site was planted in October of last year, but will need additional plants to ensure appropriate
density to successfully shade out invasive reed canary grass and to replace any plants that die.
In-fill planting such as this is one of many techniques used to meet our habitat restoration goals.
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Salishan ECO Camp
Our Environmental Education team has been
busy this spring as schools and youth groups
participate in programs and field trips. One
new and exciting feature of our program was
a Spring Break camp in partnership with the
Tacoma Housing Authority and Salishan Association. Together, we hosted a 3-day science
and nature camp for local youth. As part of the
camp, the kids explored Swan Creek Park, created native plant seed pods, and constructed
DIY bird feeders out of recycled bottles. The
Tacoma Nature Center also joined in, hosting
nature walks for the kids as they learned about
plant and animal life in the nearby park. After
three days of fun and learning, the kids shared
their accomplishments with their friends and
family with a youth-led presentation on the
final day. The camp was a fun way to encourage youth to connect to our environment,
and showed that you don’t have to go far
to appreciate our natural surroundings.

CONTACT
To schedule a program with our
Environmental Education team,
please contact Chris or
visit our website:
christ@piercecd.org
www.piercecd.org

The 2018 Salishan ECO Campers do their best tree impression.

The Fair is Coming to Town
The Washington State Fair returns to the Puyallup Fairgrounds
starting August 31. As a longtime member of the Northwest
Outdoors Building, PCD always looks forward to this outreach opportunity as people flock to Puyallup for the rides,
games and attractions that go with the Fair. Once again we’ll
be in the NWOB, surrounded by youth fishing demonstrations, wildlife exhibits, and outdoor recreation exhibits.
To volunteer at the PCD booth at the Fair, please contact
Chris at christ@piercecd.org or (253) 845-9770 x 112.

2018 Children’s
Water Festival
In what seems like the blink of an eye, the
2018 Children’s Water Festival has come
and gone. With nearly 700 5th graders in
attendance, the University of Puget Sound
was abuzz with learning and excitement
on March 13 during the Festival, now in its
15th year. Students observed marine life up
close, participated in modeling activities,
and worked alongside resource experts and
environmental educators. Pierce Conservation District is proud to support an event
that features so many valuable partners and
volunteers (over 120 of them!) that come
together to provide such a memorable experience for these students. Be sure to check out
the Environmental Education page on our
website to see pictures from the event. We
hope you will join us for the 2019 Festival!

Students test the pH of water at a Water Festival station.
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Harvest Pierce County
For his years of dedication as a Gleaning
Program volunteer and leader, Aaron
Womack, seen here gleaning apples for
local food banks, was recognized as the
District’s Volunteer of the Year award at
this Spring’s Conservation Celebration.

Summer Events
Gleaning Season
Kickoff Potluck
Friday, JUNE 1, 6 p.m.-8 p.m.
PCD Office, 308 Stewart Ave
Puyallup, WA 98371
To kickoff the gleaning season we will
be having a potluck style informal
meeting. Come checkout our new Pierce
Conservation District headquarters and
chat about the upcoming season.

Fruit Tree Education Series:
Summer Pruning
Saturday, JUNE 9, 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
The Farm at Franklin Pierce School
District located at 9516 Waller Rd E,
Tacoma, WA 98446.
Pruning in the summer requires a
different approach than pruning other
times during the year. It is especially
important because the summer is
when next year’s buds are formed.
This class is part of our Fruit Tree
Stewardship Series. All classes are held
on Saturdays from 10:00 a.m.-12:30
p.m. at The Farm at Franklin Pierce
School District located at 9516 Waller
Rd E, Tacoma, WA 98446. $10 per
class, No one will be turned away due
to lack of funds. Contact Aaron Gibson
at aarong@piercecd.org to request
Scholarships and discuss
work-trade arrangements.

Volunteers helped us get the
Hilltop House Orchard ready
for a bountiful season as part
of our new Field Work Fridays
initiative. This summer, we’ll
have Field Work Friday events
on the first and last Friday
of the month at two different
sites: Chua Phuoc Hue Vietnamese Buddhist Temple (1st
Friday) and Hosmer (Barangay) Tropical Park & Community Garden (Last Friday).
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Community Work Day
1st & 3rd Saturday of the Month
through October
9 a.m.-12 p.m.
Come spend the morning helping to
grow food and community at The
Farm at Franklin Pierce! Veggie Co-op
Community Days are held the first
and third Saturday of the month
from 9-12, beginning in April and
continuing throughout the growing season, ending in October. All
ages are welcome and encouraged to
attend. Volunteers will learn about
the program, work with us for a few
hours, and take home a share of the
harvest if available that day. Looking
forward to seeing you at the Farm!

Gleaning The Bounty of Pierce County
Sun warming your back as cool sweat
drips down your outstretched arm. The
apple tucked in the dampened light of
the trees crown is hanging just beyond
your grasp. Standing on the ladder
from this perspective you can see it
is ripened to perfection. You hear the
chatter and laughter below as a group
of harvesters collect the low hanging
fruit. With a final stretch you grab it
and pull it from the tree and harvest
another apple into an already filled
bag. This is gleaning at its finest.    
Gleaning is the ancient practice of
collecting leftover produce after
commercial harvest. For centuries field
gleaning has been a valuable resource
for people looking to gather the
leftover bounty of the season. Harvest
Pierce County’s Gleaning Project has
been harvesting the local abundance of
Pierce County since 2013. Devoted volunteers have collected over 200,000lbs
of produce from backyard fruit trees,
farm fields, and market leftovers!
This season to expand the harvest and
strengthen food sovereignty in Pierce
County we have changed our organizational structure and are looking for
neighborhood managers to lead gleaning events. These ‘branch leaders’ will
work closely with the Harvest Pierce
County team. They are responsible

for leading urban fruit harvests and
scouting fruit trees in their region to
assure the fruit is ripe for the picking. In addition, Branch Leaders are
responsible for assuring the produce
gets dropped off to local food banks of
their choice. Since all volunteers get
to take home a portion of the harvest,
Branch Leaders have access to fresh and
hyper-local fruit all season long! Branch
Leaders are provided extensive educational opportunities including pest and
disease identification and propagating
the best cultivars of Pierce County! This
is the perfect opportunity for people
who like to preserve food while also
giving back to the community. We ask
that Branch Leaders be available on
a consistent day and can commit to
the entire season. Branch Leaders are
provided up to a $200 stipend for the
season and mileage reimbursement.

CONTACT
To volunteer or register
your crop please visit:
piercecountygleaningproject.org
For more information or to apply
to be a Branch Leader contact:
gleaning@Piercecd.org

Reducing food waste and alleviating hunger.
Background photo courtesy of Jefferson Mok.
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On the Farm
Farm Resources at the
Pierce Conservation
District Include:
• Free No-obligation Farm Visits
• First One’s Free Soil Sampling
• Manure Share Program
• Manure Spreaders (including a
new larger capacity spreader!),
No-Till Drill, and Poultry
Processing Equipment Rental
• Hay Probe, Electric Fence Tool,
and Temporary Electric
Fencing Loan
• Cost Share Assistance

Don Meyer, the first official user of PCD’s no-till drill over-seeded 40 acres of
Spanaway hayfield in April. By not tilling up his soil, Don is helping reduce the
amount of soil and nutrients that runoff his property by over 200,000lbs per year!

PCD’s New Cover Crop Initiative and
No-till Drill are Planting Seeds of Success
The WSU cover crop workshop and
field day held on April 17 had over
60 participants, who learned about
integrating cover crops into PNW
farming systems.  Many of the field
day participants stuck around to the
late afternoon (and through a few rain
showers) to receive the prerequisite
training to operate PCD’s new no-till
drill. If you missed that training opportunity, a professional video crew was on
hand to capture all the action, and they
will be producing an instructional video
for potential users of the equipment.  

for the fall, which will be available
for pick-up here at the PCD office in
Puyallup. Contact her for details on
placing a cover crop seed order.

We are now taking calendar reservations
for the fall for the drill.  So, if you are
planning to use the no-till drill this
fall to over-seed a pasture or hayfield,
or to plant cover crops, don’t wait too
long to receive the prerequisite training or to schedule your usage days.

If you are planning to do any type of
seeding, whether it is with or without
PCD’s no-till drill, and no matter what
type of crop you have, remember that
weed management and fertilization
are both important aspects of a successful planting. Please contact the
PCD farm team if you need assistance
with weed management recommendations, or want to take advantage of our
first one’s free soil sampling program
for pastures, hay fields and commercial crops. We are here to help!

PCD’s Crop Farm Specialist Alison
Nichols has done research on saving money by buying seed in bulk.
Unfortunately, this bulk buying
strategy only pencils out for cover
crop seed, but not for pasture seed.  
Alison will be putting in a group order
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Also coming this fall, WSU Extension
Puyallup will be conducting trials on
pasture renovation using PCD’s no-till
drill. They will determine what methods
work best to decrease competition from
existing pasture stands, and which
pasture seed species and varieties
work best for no-till pasture renovation.  Those results will be discussed
at a field day planned for next spring.

Summer Farm Workshops
Choosing the Right Tractor for
Your Property
Wednesday, JUNE 6, 6:00-7:30 p.m.
Register for Location
Are you a new tractor owner? Have you
been considering purchasing a tractor
but aren’t sure what’s right for you?
Come hear presentations from local
Farmer’s Ross Cunningham and Dan
Hulse as well as [Andy from Jenning’s
Equipment]. Topics covered will include
Considerations when purchasing a tractor (new vs. used, size, features), implement overview, and basic tractor safety
and maintenance. RSVP for location.
To register, contact Robin at
rbuckingham@piercecd.org.

Sustainable Poultry
Network Seminar
Saturday, JUNE 16, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Pierce Conservation District, Puyallup
SPN’s vision is to support a nationwide
network of heritage poultry breeders
and the rejuvenation of heritage bird
genetics. Come learn the fundamentals
of improving birds through breeding, how to maximize production

Interested
in Talking About
Climate Change
with Your Buckley
Neighbors?

with the good husbandry skills in a
pastured environment, and about the
opportunity to join the SPN network.
Learn more at, www.spnusa.com.
To register, contact Alison at
alisonn@piercecd.org.

Aerated Manure CompostingBack by Popular Demand
Wednesday, AUGUST 22, 6:00-7:30 p.m.
Servine Feed & Tack, Roy
Whether you operate a horse boarding
facility, or have a few of your own at
home, at some point, you will have to
‘deal’ with the manure and bedding
generated by those noble steeds. Frank
Servine owns and operates a large horse
boarding facility, and has wanted a
better way to manage the waste generated from his business for many years.
Last summer, Frank accomplished that
goal by building an aerated compost
system that has multiple benefits. It’s
concrete floor and roof mitigate impacts
to surface and ground water resources
and air quality. Using an electric blower
to force air through the pile, aerobic
conditions are maintained, which
stimulates the microorganisms that are

already in the mix. Their by-product
is heat, which pasteurizes the raw
material and kills fly larvae, pathogens,
parasites and weed seeds. It also dramatically reduces offensive odors and
the release of greenhouse gas. Plus, the
volume of original material is reduced
dramatically in the composting process,
and a great deal of time and expense
from fuel, labor and equipment use is
saved from not having to turn the pile
to introduce air into the mix. The result
of this process, which can take place
in 30 to 60 days, is a safe, high-quality
soil enhancement that Frank plans
to sell. Even if you don’t have a large
horse facility, this technology can be
scaled down for your own operation
using simple materials. Come take a
look at what Frank has built, learn from
his trials and tribulations in getting
the blower timing and moisture content
just right to make the material compost
as it should, and learn what you might
be able to do on your own property!
To register, contact René at
renes@piercecd.org.

Thursday, JUNE 21, 6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m., Buckley, WA
This is a unique opportunity for neighbors, family, and friends with differing
opinions to work through discussion towards common ground on the topic of
climate change, while also allowing for collective healing on typically divisive
subjects. PCD is actively recruiting participants from Buckley who are eager
to understand people that might think differently from themselves. Do you
know of someone in your life that you would like to speak with more on the
topic of climate change? If so, we would love to hear from you both! Please
reach out to us at nicholasc@piercecd.org. Dinner will be provided.
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Water Quality Improvement
Free Toxic Algae
Workshops Coming
to a Location
Near You!
Tacoma Pierce County Health Department is offering four free toxic
algae workshops – come learn:
• What toxic algae look like and
how they are different from
aquatic plants
• How to identify toxic
algae and potential risks
• Steps you can take to
protect your family and pets
• Things you can do to
protect water quality
• How to become an
Algae Watch Volunteer
Thursday, May 24, 6-7:30 p.m.
Key Peninsula Civic Center, VFW Room
17010 S Vaughn Rd, KPN
Wednesday, June 6, 6-7:30 p.m.
Sprinker Recreation Center, Alder Room
14824 C St S, Tacoma
Wednesday, June 13, 6-7:30 p.m.
NW Trek
11610 Trek Dr E, Eatonville
Wednesday, June 20, 6-7:30 p.m.
Bonney Lake Senior Center, Social Hall
19304 Bonney Lk Blvd, Bonney Lake
Questions or more information,
contact Lindsay Tuttle at ltuttle@
tpchd.org or (253) 798-3530.
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Lake Appreciation Month – July 2018
Pierce County is home to more than
100 lakes. From swimming to our daily
cup of coffee, lakes and reservoirs
play a central role in our lives. July
is great time to get out and celebrate
your local lake. Here are several
ways to celebrate our local lakes.
The National Secchi Dip-in is an annual
data-gathering event that takes place
during Lakes Appreciation Month demonstrating the value of citizen gathered
data. In July, volunteers measure
transparency at their monitoring sites
using either a secchi disk (lakes) or a
turbidity test kit (streams), and the
data is submitted to the Secchi Dip-In
website. The data provides a comprehensive snapshot of water transparency and how it varies according to
regional geology and land use.  Contact
Isabel at isabelr@piercecd.org to learn
how to participate in the Dip-In.
Lake Kapowsin Appreciation Day
will be celebrated on Saturday, July
7 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the
WDFW Boat launch on Lake Kapowsin

located at 29405 Orville Rd E, Graham, WA 98338. Lake Kapowsin is
the first freshwater aquatic reserve
in Washington and is a unique local
treasure. Lot’s of fun activities for
all ages are planned to highlight the
history of the lake, water safety,
fishing, and other critters in the lake.
Pierce Conservation District staff
manages a volunteer lake monitoring program on several lakes in
Lakewood (American, Gravelly, Louise,
Steilacoom, and Waughop); two lakes
in Bonney Lake (Bonney and Debra
Jane) in Bonney Lake; and Milton
(Surprise Lake). If you live on or
near one of these lakes and want to
participate in monitoring contact
Isabel at isabelr@piercecd.org.
We have recently added the 2017
annual lake reports for our volunteer
monitored lakes. They are organized
by jurisdiction and can be found on
the PCD lake monitoring website. Here
is the link: https://www.piercecd.
org/249/Lake-Monitoring.

Stream Team Habitat Assessment Workshop
The Pierce Conservation District
will partner once again with the
King Conservation District to host
a Habitat Assessment Workshop on
Saturday, August 18 from 10 am – 2
pm. This assessment is done once a
year (August, September, or October)
to assess changes in streamside habitat. Topics covered include stream
characteristics, bank conditions,
and the riparian vegetative zone.
This workshop is open to anyone
interested in learning more about
riparian habitats. For registration
and details, please contact Isabel
Ragland at isabelr@piercecd.org
or (253) 845-9770 ext. 103.

The Fircrest Gilmur Grubbers installing 25 native
shrubs at Thelma Gilmur Park in February 2018.

Local Water Quality Data
In the Spotlight: Creeks Highlighted this Quarter
Featuring creek sites from the Puyallup Watershed.
The Puyallup Watershed drains land from the Puyallup
River from Mount Rainier through Buckley, Orting,
Puyallup, and eventually out to Commencement Bay.
Clarks Creek Site 5 Stream Monitors:
Dennis and Joyce Anderson, Brandon Voelker
Silver Creek Site 4 Stream Monitor: Jeanine Closson
KGI WATERSHED
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Clarks Creek is a small, spring-fed tributary of the
Puyallup River. It flows approximately 4 miles from its
headsprings to the river. This creek supports runs of
Chinook, chum, coho, pink, and steelhead trout. Clarks
Creek is designated as core summer habitat and according to state water quality standards, water temperature
should be ≤ 16˚C and dissolved oxygen should be ≥ 9.5
mg/l. Clarks Creek Site 5 is located behind the Puyallup
National Historic Fish Hatchery.

2017 - 2018 volunteer collected data for dissolved
oxygen and water temperature is shown.
Both Clarks and Silver Creeks had several occurrences
where dissolved oxygen did not meet the state standard.
Only Silver Creek had one high temperature reading.
Some of the low dissolved oxygen and high water temperature readings correspond to data collected during
the summer months when water levels are lower, flow
is much slower, and air temperatures are warmer. The
Clarks Creeks low dissolved oxygen readings during the
winter might be related to decaying salmon noted by the
monitor. Decomposition consumes available dissolved
oxygen. The Silver Creek monitor noted in January 2017
there was ice in the creek, which could have contributed to the low dissolved reading by impeding flow.

Silver Creek is located in the Clarks Creek basin. It flows approximately 2 miles from South Hill north to the confluence with
Meeker Creek. Salmon presence has been noted in the lower end
of the creek. Silver Creek is designated as core summer habitat
and according to state water quality standards, water temperature
should be ≤ 16˚C and dissolved oxygen should be ≥ 9.5 mg/l. Silver
Creek Site 4 is located just above the confluence of Meeker Creek.
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Water Quality Improvement
Pavement is Not Permanent
Depave is a regional movement that
challenges us all to rethink our urban
spaces and ask the question, “Does this
space need to be paved?”. These spaces
can be paved over planting spaces,
oversized parking lots, paved over play
areas for children, or any paved area
that does not need to be paved and has
the potential to become much more.  
Last year we started our largest Depave
project to date – a 15,000SF pavement removal project at Holy Rosary
Church and School in Tacoma – and
this summer we will be completing this massive undertaking.  

Summer Stream
Monitoring
Schedules

Contractors will be preparing the
site for us to Depave the remaining
10,000SF on June 23 starting at 9
a.m. Activities for the Depave include
moving the chunks of pavement from
the site into recycling containers, to be
recycled by the City of Tacoma. After
our Depave, Snohomish Conservation
District’s Veterans Crew will help us
recycle the compacted soil that was

beneath the pavement, spread donated
Tagro soil, and prepare a grass field
for the school children to play on.
We get asked often, “Why don’t you
have the contractor do the pavement
removal?”. The answer is that it is much
more expensive to pay a contractor
to separate the pavement from the
soil and recycle both products. If we
use people power to separate the two
products the entire projects is sustainable as everything is repurposed.  
We are looking for hearty volunteers
to help us on June 23rd to Depave this
site. If we get 100 volunteers each
person will just need to remove a 10ft x
10ft section of the site – a simple task!

CONTACT
Interested in volunteering or
learning more about Depave?
Contact Melissa:
melissab@ piercecd.org

• Quarterly monitors may schedule
their summer monitoring between
June 21 and September 14.
• Bimonthly monitors are scheduled
to monitor their streams in July
and September.  
• Volunteers are also encouraged
to run replicate tests once or
twice a year. The replicate testing
includes the dissolved oxygen, pH,
and nitrate tests. Don’t forget to
mention when you email to reserve
a kit, that you will need extra
sample bottles.

Volunteers removing 5,000sqft of asphalt at Holy Rosary in 2017 as part of Phase I.
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Your Summer Project: Rain Gardens
Are you experiencing issues with
flooding on your property? Want to
get rid of useless grass and transform
it into a beautiful landscape full of
flowers, colorful shrubs, and winter
interest? Or do you want to help
eliminate stormwater pollution in
your local stream? Well, a raingarden
might be the perfect solution for you!
There are still a few upcoming opportunities to attend one of our informative
Raingarden Workshops. Within these
workshops you will learn how to build,
design, and maintain a raingarden.
You will also find out ways that the
Pierce Conservation District Rain Garden
program can help you through this
process and the financial resources
available based on where you live.

Rain Garden Workshops
PCD is hosting 2 more workshops
this spring; sign up today on
our website or by emailing
hannahl@piercecd.org.  
June 6
Tacoma, 6 p.m.
June 9
Puyallup, 10:30 a.m.

Get Your Hands Dirty!
Depave Holy Rosary School
Saturday, JUNE 23, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Come help us turn a paved parking lot into a new play space for
the students at Holy Rosary School.
This is our largest Depave event
to date and in this phase we’ll be
removing 10,000sqft of asphalt!

Our staff is well equipped to help
you create your perfect rain garden. We have numerous successful
projects under our belt, such as
this one pictured to the right that
was completed just this year at the
Steilacoom Community Center.

If you are interested in volunteering for this event, please contact
Melissa at melissab@piercecd.org.

The Importance of Macros
You might have heard the term macroinvertebrates before, but not sure what
it means. If we break down the word to
macro – something we can see with our
eyes and invertebrates – animal lacking
a backbone, we get a clearer picture of
what we mean. Aquatic invertebrates
that we can see with our eyes include
insects, crayfish, clams, snails, and
worms. So why do we care about tiny
insects in our creeks and streams?
These seemingly insignificant organisms
can be an indicator of stream health
and water quality. Benthic (bottom
of a stream) macroinvertebrates are
classified based on their pollution
tolerance level. A general classification
can be broken down into different
categories, such as very intolerant
of pollution, moderately intolerant,
fairly tolerant, and very tolerant of
pollution. For example, mayfly, stone
fly, and caddisfly are sensitive to

Meeker Minion volunteers find time
every month to help the establishment
of over 10,000 native trees and shrubs

Benthic macroinvertebrate
samples.
Credit: EPA, G.
Carter via NOAA/
GLER

pollution and are classified in the very
intolerant category. On the opposite
end of the spectrum, black fly larva,
leeches, and snails are fairly tolerant or very tolerant of pollution.
A simple sampling of the benthic environment can tell us a lot about stream
health. So, check out the creatures
below the surface the next time you
visit a stream and see what you find!
More information about macroinvertebrates can be found at the Puget Sound
Stream Benthos website, https://www.
pugetsoundstreambenthos.org/.

Whittier Park Work Parties
Saturday, JULY 21, 9 a.m.–12 p.m.
Join the Whittier Park Habitat Stewardship group in Fircrest as they work
hard to transform the neglected trail
system into a functional ecosystem.
As invasive species are removed,
natives are brought in and cared for
through establishment. Be a part of
this important project! Work parties
are held quarterly at Whittier Park.
If you are interested in volunteering for this event, please contact
Caleb at calebm@piercecd.org.

Silver Creek Work Parties
Saturday, JULY 21, 9 a.m.–12 p.m.
Come join us at beautiful Silver
Creek! Spend half a day enjoying
nature right in your back yard.
If you are interested in volunteering for this event, please contact
Caleb at calebm@piercecd.org.

13

Only Rain Down the Drain
Storm drains, designed to move water away from our urban
areas to reduce flooding, also end up carrying pollutants
such as street debris, trash, leaves, grass clippings, pet waste,
toxic contaminants (from our vehicles) and lawn chemicals
when it rains. And contrary to many beliefs, water that
enters storm drains is not treated before it reaches our local
streams or Puget Sound.  This makes many of our streams
unhealthy for fish, wildlife, and human enjoyment.
Drain Marking is a small effort that brings large results because
the markers are a visual reminder to homeowners and residents in the community not to dump waste in storm drains.
What can you do?  Volunteers are needed to install these markers
across Pierce County.  This activity is perfect for teambuilding
events, Eagle Scout projects, neighborhood improvement actions,
and/or individuals wanting to get out and make a difference.
Ready to volunteer? Contact Melissa at Melissab@piercecd.org.

Volunteer Appreciation!
Have you volunteered with us before? We want to
show our appreciation for all that our volunteers
do and will be hosting a shindig to show our appreciation in August. Keep an eye on our monthly
emails and calendar for the exact time and date.

Eagle Scouts enjoy this summer activity.

Email camilam@piercecd.org to sign up
for reminder email or for questions.

Our Sponsors

The Pierce Conservation District would like to thank businesses who have helped sponsor our Harvest Pierce County
program. If you or your business would like to become a sponsor please call (253) 845-9770.

The Edible Garden Series is proudly sponsored by:
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June

July

Temple Garden- Field Work
Friday, 10 a.m.–2 p.m. For
more info contact Renee at
reneeme@piercecd.org.

July 2

Gilmur Grubbers Work Party,
9 a.m.–12 p.m. For more info
contact Belinda at belindap@
piercecd.org.

June 1

Gleaning Season Kickoff,
6 p.m.–8 p.m. For more info
contact Chris at chrism@
piercecd.org.

July 7

Temple Garden- Field Work
Friday, 10 a.m.–2 p.m. For
more info contact Renee at
reneeme@piercecd.org.

June 2 & 16

Veggie Co-op Community Days
at the Farm, 9 a.m.–12 p.m.
For more info contact Madeleine
at madeleines@piercecd.org.

July 7 & 21

Veggie Co-op Community Days
at the Farm, 9 a.m.–12 p.m.
For more info contact Madeleine
at madeleines@piercecd.org.

June 2, 5, 13,

Edible Gardens Workshop
Series, Topics, times, and
locations vary. For more info
contact Micaela at micaelac@
piercecd.org.

July 10, 11,

Edible Gardens Workshop
Series, Topics, times, and locations vary. For more info
contact Micaela at micaelac@
piercecd.org.

June 1

14, 16 & 19

June 2

Adriana Hess Work Party,
9 a.m.–12 p.m. For more info
contact Belinda at belindap@
piercecd.org.

June 4

Gilmur Grubbers Work Party,
9 a.m.–12 p.m. For more info
contact Belinda at belindap@
piercecd.org.

June 6

Choosing the Right Tractor for
Your Property, 5:30 p.m.–7:30
p.m. For more info contact
Robin at rbuckingham@
piercecd.org.

June 6, 13,

Free Toxic Algae Workshop,
6 p.m.–7:30 p.m. For more
info contact Lindsay Tuttle at
ltuttle@tpchd.org.
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June 9

June 16

12, 17 & 21

July 21

Silver Creek Work Party, 9
a.m.–12 p.m. For more info
contact Caleb at calebm@
piercecd.org.

July 21

Whittier Park Work Party, 9
a.m.–12 p.m. For more info
contact Caleb at calebm@
piercecd.org.

August
Aug 4

Fruit Tree Education Series:
Summer Pruning, 10 a.m.–
12:30 p.m. For more info
contact Aaron at aarong@
piercecd.org.

Adriana Hess Work Party,
9 a.m.–12 p.m. For more info
contact Belinda at belindap@
piercecd.org.

Aug 6

Sustainable Poultry Network
Seminar, 9 a.m.–5 p.m. For
more info contact Alison at
alisonn@piercecd.org.

Gilmur Grubbers Work Party,
9 a.m.–12 p.m. For more info
contact Belinda at belindap@
piercecd.org.

Aug 4 & 18

Veggie Co-op Community
Days at the Farm, 9 a.m.–12
p.m. For more info contact
Madeleine at madeleines@
piercecd.org.

Aug 18

Stream Team Habitat Assessment Workshop, 10 a.m.–2
p.m. For more info contact
Isabel at isabelr@piercecd.org.

June 21

Civil Conversations: Climate
Change, 6 p.m.–8 p.m.
For more info contact Nick
at nickc@piercecd.org.

June 23

Holy Rosary Depave
Phase II, 9 a.m.–12 p.m.
For more info contact Melissa
at melissab@piercecd.org.

Who We Are:
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Dave Seago, Member
Jeanette Dorner, Chair
Sheila Wynn, Member
Scott Gruber, Vice-Chair
Dr. Brian Sullivan, Auditor  
DISTRICT STAFF
Kalicia Bean, Community Garden Outreach Intern
Paul Borne, KGI Farm Resource Specialist
Melissa Buckingham, Water Quality
Improvement and Monitoring Program Director
Robin Buckingham, Farm Resource Specialist
Kramer Canup, Habitat Improvement Technician
Chrissy Cooley, Agriculture Community
of Interest Coordinator
Micaela Cooley, Urban Agriculture
Education and Outreach Coordinator
Selena Corwin, Senior Finance and
Administrative Director
Nicholas Cusick, AmeriCorps Service Member
Aaron Gibson, AmeriCorps Service Member
Jayme Gordon, Habitat Improvement and
Environmental Education Program Director
Sam Hains, AmeriCorps Service Member
Hannah Ljunggren, AmeriCorps Service Member
Chris Madden, AmeriCorps Service Member
Kathryn Mahan, Budget and Fund
Development Coordinator
Camila Matamala-Ost, Volunteer Coordinator &
Outreach Specialist
Kristen McIvor, Urban Agriculture
and Local Access Program Director
Ryan Mello, Executive Director
Renee Meschi, Program Specialist
Caleb Mott, Water Quality Assistant
Alison Nichols, Crop Farm Specialist
Belinda Paterno, Water Quality Technician
Isabel Ragland, Water Quality
Monitoring Program Manager
Cynthia Ross, Finance Coordinator
Kate Terpstra, Habitat Improvement Coordinator
René Skaggs, Farm Planning and
Agricultural Assistance Program Director
Madeleine Spencer, Harvest Pierce County
Program Specialist
Kristine Swanner, Finance Administrative Assistant
Chris Towe, Habitat Improvement and
Environmental Education Program Coordinator
Allan Warren, Communications
& Development Manager
Bill Winkelman, Energy Conservation Fellow
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
Puyallup Field Office
(253) 845-9272
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CONSERVATION ACROSS PIERCE COUNTY

Upcoming Events..
• Holy Rosary
Depave June 23rd
• Edible Garden
Workshop Series
• Volunteer
Appreciation Event
• Puyallup State Fair
The Tahoma View is published quarterly.
Call (253) 845-9770 or email info@piercecd.org to receive this free publication, or
if you wish to be removed from the mailing list. | Pierce Conservation District is a
subdivision of state government created
to promote the conservation of natural
resources in Pierce County. | Pierce Conservation District programs are available to
all without discrimination.
Editor: Allan Warren
Volunteers are vital to everything we do, and without such great community support our impact on restoring
our local ecosystem wouldn’t be nearly as significant as it is. Here, volunteers are helping plant a riparian buffer on a local farm as part of our Floodplains for the Future initiative, which helps the farm drain faster in the
spring, increasing both food production and important fish habitat to help recover our Puget Sound salmon.

