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Salmon, Plants, Volunteers,
& Sun = Habitat Fun!
The fall planting season kicked off
with arguably one of the largest,
most ambitious, and most logistically
complicated project the District has
ever done! Known as Nancy’s Ditch, the
District partnered with PCC Farmland
Trust, Floodplains by Design, and six
private landowners to plant almost 1800
native trees, shrubs, and live stake
cuttings across three separate sites in
late September. All the plants were
installed along agricultural drainages
that feed into Clear Creek, a tributary
to the Puyallup River. The event was
capped off with a burrito lunch donated
by Chipotle and the opportunity to
meet with some of the local farmers
who participated in the project.
At the South Prairie Creek Preserve, UW
biology students, girl and boy scouts,
and other volunteers started what will
be a multi-year effort to plant more
than three dozen acres of restored
habitat as part of a project to improve
conditions for salmon. Many more work

parties will be held in order to help
plant thousands of trees. This is one
you can come back to time and again
to see the transformation underway!
In mid-October, the Habitat Program
wrapped up its last project of the year
on a gorgeous morning along Salmon
Creek in Sumner. With salmon spawning
in the stream, deer checking in to see
what was going on, and a great blue heron visiting as well, the reasons behind
the work being done to improve fish and
wildlife habitat were readily apparent.
With just these three projects, we
planted 4,635 plants on 5.3 acres,
along 0.76 miles of streams and local
waterways! Many thanks to the awesome volunteers who made this planting
season so successful. As the fall and
winter rains help these plants settle
in to their new homes, we hope to see
many of you next spring (and beyond)
as we return to these sites and add on
to the good work now underway.

On the Farm

• No-Till Drill Now
Available
• Cover Crops Can
Boost Your Soil
• Upcoming Workshop

Water Quality
Improvement

• Let’s Get Trees
Everywhere
• Upcoming Rain
Garden Workshops
• Upcoming Planting
Events
• Local Water Quality Data
• Winter Stream
Monitoring Schedule
Over 100 volunteers of all ages came out to support our planting efforts along
Nancy’s Ditch. Special thanks to PCC Farmland Trust and the three farm properties we planted on: Early Bird Farm, Inch Acres, and Zestful Gardens!
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CONTACT US:
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Toll Free: (866) 845-9485
HARVEST PIERCE COUNTY:
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www.piercecountycd.org
www.piercecountycd.org/streamteam
MAIL:
P.O. Box 1057
Puyallup, WA 98371

University Place Rain Barrel Workshop
On September 7, Pierce Conservation
District (PCD) in partnership with
University Place hosted a rain barrel workshop at the city’s town hall.
Participants learned about LID (lowimpact development) principles and LID
tools that PCD implements, such as rain
barrel workshops, rain garden designs,
Depave, Urban Tree Program, and
open space enhancement. Workshop
participants then learned the history

of rain barrel design and uses from Dan
Borba, a local rain barrel expert, who
has been harvesting rain water since
1999. Dan led participants through the
assembly of their rain barrels on the
patio area where there was some trial
and error, but everyone was successful
in the end. Thirty-three rain barrels
then went home with their owners and
are now helping conserve water in the
Chambers-Clover Creek Watershed.

OFFICE LOCATION:
308 Stewart Avenue
Puyallup, WA 98371

Like us on Facebook

Workshop
participants
assemble
their rain
barrel.

Envirothon Teams Wanted!

(Sidebar photo) Becky and Piper Reynolds
helped plant 1100 trees and shrubs along
Salmon Creek in Sumner to shade out
reed canary grass and create more diverse
habitat for local wildlife.
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Are you a high schooler interested in
biology, ecology, and environmental
science careers? Want to master science
topics for AP/IB classes or improve
your college apps? How about boosting your resume and learning practical
research skills? Envirothon can help
you accomplish those goals. Envirothon
is the nation’s largest environmental
knowledge competition. Teams of 5
students compete in their mastery

of natural science subjects at local,
state and national competitions. The
Pierce Conservation District is helping
teams prepare by providing support
and running free trainings. Teams
don’t need to formally register until
2018, but now is a great time to start
preparing. If you are interested in
forming a team or have questions,
email SamH@piercecd.org.

The District
Welcomes New
Staff Members

Now that we are in our new Conservation Center, the District finally has room to
expand and bring on some much needed and long overdue support. We are thrilled
to welcome three new full-time staff and a new cohort of three AmeriCorps service
members. The great services that we bring to communities throughout Pierce County
just got even better!

Kramer Canup joins the District as
our new Habitat Improvement Technician, to help us reach our goals for
salmon and wildlife habitat recovery.

Hannah Ljunggren, our newest Water
Quality Improvement team member,
joins us as an AmeriCorps service
member to help support the Urban Tree
Sale, Stream Team, and much more.

Sam Hain joins the District as a new
AmeriCorps member serving as an
Environmental Education Specialist.
Along with leading field trips and
teaching local students, he is in charge
of organizing teams and running workshops for Pierce County Envirothon.

Our new Crop Farm Specialist, Alison Nichols, is a local hazelnut farmer with a history of traveling the world. Ali is available
to assist crop farm operators in planning
and applying natural resource conservation practices and facilitate workshops and
technical support around topics relevant to
farmers in Pierce County.

Camila Matamala-Ost, our new Volunteer Coordinator and Outreach Specialist will be working to expand our
impact by recruiting new volunteers
and helping us reach new audiences.

Aaron Gibson joins us as an AmeriCorps service member and will be
helping Harvest Pierce County with
Veggie Co-op, the Gleaning Project,
and much more to help achieve our
goals around urban agriculture and
equitable food access.

Welcome to all!
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Habitat Improvement
Hatchery Program Rolls On

Our new Environmental Education Specialist, Sam Hain, teaches a group of 4th
graders at the salmon migration station on their recent hatchery field trip.

The students trekked up and down the
trails, pointing out salmon in Clarks
Creek as they spotted fish splashing
about. The salmon were making their
return to the creek to spawn, leaving
their eggs in the gravel bottom to
start a new chapter in the life cycle of
this iconic species. And the students
experienced it firsthand and up close.

Artwork by Sunrise Elementary
students: (Blue drawing) Erika and
(White/orange drawing) Hailee.

Thanks to a partnership between the
Puyallup Historical Hatchery Foundation, Puyallup School District, and the
Department of Fish and Wildlife, the
4th grade program is returning for its
second year. Roughly 40 classes will
visit the hatchery this year, learning
about the salmon life cycle and their
importance in the ecosystem. The
students also talk about the role of
humans in the watershed and how our
actions can directly impact salmon.
PCD hosts a station on these field trips,
engaging the students in an activity
about the salmon’s impressive migration
patterns. These journal entries are from
some of the students who have visited
the hatchery this fall. Take a look!

CONTACT
For more information about our
Environmental Education program,
please contact Chris or Sam:
christ@piercecd.org
samh@piercecd.org
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2017 Knotweed Program Update
As first frosts begin speckling Pierce
County, we’re wrapping up another
treatment season in our Knotweed
Control Program. Last year’s efforts
have shown significant progress in
reducing the amount of the invasive
knotweed plant which severely degrades
salmon habitat and many ecosystem
services. This year, we have continued
efforts in our existing strategically
selected multi-year projects, and we
have further developed plans and
funding opportunities to continue
throughout the next pivotal years.
In our large watershed projects, eight
dedicated knotweed seasonal staff were
fundamental to successful treatments.
The Upper Nisqually watershed received
its second or third consecutive year of
treatment in many spots over the 17
river miles treated, ensuring a foothold
in the eradication process. In the South
Prairie Creek/Wilkeson Creek watershed,
10 river miles were treated. Many
properties there were treated for the
second, third, or fourth time; additionally, several new properties with large

infestations were folded into the project
and received their first treatments.
Our smaller projects also continued the
path to successful eradication. In the
Town of Steilacoom, eradication has
now been achieved on 7 properties,
and 23 more received retreatment of
the small amounts remaining. Our work
with Pierce County Parks transitioned
to exclusive focus on Chambers Creek
Canyon knotweed, as our previous work
in Bresemann Forest has reached near
eradication. This Chambers Creek knotweed received its second year of treatment, and we plan to continue working
towards the bay in the coming years.
Lastly, our partnership with the Great
Peninsula Conservancy has resulted in
near eradication on one of their bayside
properties as well. A measly two plants
remained after the first treatment last
year, and were retreated this season.
We can’t thank our partners and
landowners enough for allowing this
valuable work to happen on such a
large-scale, habitat restoring context.

Return of the Salmon
Starting in late summer, you may have
noticed salmon starting to return to
their spawning creeks throughout
Pierce County. These amazing fish use
a variety of adaptations to find their
way home. When baby salmon hatch,
they imprint the smell of their spawning grounds, and they remember the
scent for the rest of their lives. Iron
in their heads allow adult salmon to
orient themselves in the ocean using
earth’s magnetic fields, so they can

navigate even in complete darkness.
Their keen sense of smell allows returning salmon to find their way upriver
and to return to the exact stream
they were born, sometimes mere feet
from the spot where they hatched. By
being careful to not pollute nearby
waterways, we can make it easier for
salmon to find their way home, and
help preserve these runs for posterity.

Salmon runs:

South Prairie
Creek Preserve
Planting Parties
Volunteer Parties take place
from 9 a.m.- 12 p.m.
Saturday, DECEMBER 2
Saturday, DECEMBER 16
• Join us this December as
we look to get our final
500 plants into the ground
before winter really sets in.
• With the help of volunteers,
we have already planted
1,250 native trees and
shrubs this Fall at South
Prairie Creek Preserve!
• No previous experience is
required to participate.
• Bring your family,
friends and a durable
pair of boots!
Contact Kramer at
kramerc@piercecd.org

Different salmon species and different salmon runs can be found in local streams
and rivers almost any time of year, although fall and winter are often the most
visible times to view returning salmon. The Swan Creek Salmon Homecoming
and Chum Fest are two upcoming opportunities to check out spawning salmon
in Tacoma and Gig Harbor (respectively). For more information about upcoming
Salmon Events visit our calendar page at piercecd.org/calendar.aspx.
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Harvest Pierce County
The KWA Orchard: A Model
for Transforming Our Community
It used to be an eyesore and a dumping ground, with eighteen acres full
of discarded trash such as junked
parts from trucks, cars, and airplanes.
Most troubling were the drums of
toxic chemicals strewn about the
property. But in 2006, local organizations pulled together to implement
a plan funded by the Community
Development Award from the National
Association for County Community
and Economic Development. Within
6 years time, they transformed the
toxic dump into what it is today: the
“Orchard Project,” a sprawling orchard
of nearly 200 productive Liberty apple
trees surrounded by energy-efficient
housing for low-income residents. The
supporting organizations are the Korean
Women’s Association for the housing
and orchard management, and the
Emergency Food Network supported the
original development of the orchard

and distributes the apples it produces
through its network of food banks.
Enter Harvest Pierce County’s Gleaning Project, a program that dispatches
teams of volunteers to harvest hundreds
of thousands of pounds of fruit for
food banks, shelters, and community food projects. 200 trees require
many hands, and thankfully Harvest
Pierce County has a network of over
1,200 volunteers who love to pick!
That is how our relationship with
The Orchard Project began: getting
together and harvesting thousands
of pounds of apples in the late fall.
In 2015, however, The Orchard Project
began experiencing problems. Usually, the total weight of the harvest
was around 4,000lbs, but in 2015,
we were only able to pick 200lbs
of usable fruit. The KWA Orchard
managers began a relationship with
(continued on page 14)

Over the past decade, the KWA Orchard has been transformed from a toxic dump
site to a major contributor to our local food system and is an inspiring example
of what our community can accomplish when we work together.
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Harvest Pierce
County Farm
Foundations
Training
Harvest Pierce County is excited
to announce the launch of a
new program at the farm this
year. Aimed at those interested in learning more about
farming and agriculture, this
program will incorporate both
classroom learning and hands
on skill development. Most
farm internships or training
programs require a large time commitment, making them inaccessible
for many folks. This program will look
to bridge that gap by offering the
foundations of farming in a once a
week format. The program will begin
mid-February and run through October.
If you or someone you know is interested in participating, please contact
Madeleine Spencer at madeleines@
piercecd.org for an application.

Veggie Co-op
Season Recap

Veggie co-op volunteers celebrate
another great harvest at the Farm’s
new USDA certified cleaning station.

This was an amazing year for
our Veggie Co-op program!
Our co-op members worked
through the wettest spring
on record and then some
of the hottest summer days
we’ve seen. It was a season to
remember and all that hard
work paid off with incredible
veggies going straight to the
Franklin Pierce School District’s cafeteria in the spring
and fall, donated to local
food banks during the summer, and feeding our members in their
weekly shares. The farm also played
host to several community groups
this season including Camp Pierce,
students from the University of Puget
Sound, and the Point Defiance Zoo
Youth Volunteers who helped us with
everything from transplanting to farm
clean up. We’re already looking forward
to seeing everyone again this spring!

Seed Swap, Potluck & Story Share
FEBRUARY 8, 2018
5:30-8:00 p.m.
St. Leo's Church, 710 S 13th St,
Tacoma, WA 98405

Veggie Co-op volunteers work
with students from Franklin
Pierce School District to prepare
a bed for transplanting.

The evening will include a traditional seed swap
and potluck. Please bring any seeds you have
left-over from last season to share. We'll need
your help organizing the seeds between 5:30
p.m. and 6 p.m., the potluck begins at 6 p.m.
and our story share will begin at 6:30 p.m. The
seed swap will take place between 7 p.m. and
8 p.m. If possible, please bring a photo of the
plant as this will be a multi-lingual event.
Register at our Calendar Page:
piercecd.org/calendar.aspx.
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On the Farm
Local farmers who want to use the
new drill will be required to take a
training class to learn how to use
the equipment. Training classes
and cover crop workshops are being
planned for the spring so stay tuned!

(Sidebar photo) Over 100 volunteers
recently came out to plant almost 1,800
native trees and shrubs on three local
farms to help with drainage issues and
restore salmon habitat.
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No-Till Seed Drill Available
for Use by Area Farmers
Whether you are a crop farmer or a pasture or hayfield owner, the District’s new
no-till drill will help you reduce tillage
to improve soil quality, water permeability, control weeds, increase soil carbon,
and reduce fuel usage. Incorporating
cover crops in reduced tillage strategies
on cropland can provide a weed suppressing mulch, add organic matter, and
increase fertility. Ongoing research in
reduced tillage organic agriculture at the
WSU Puyallup Research and Extension
Center has provided them the opportunity to trial numerous cover crops
and reduced tillage equipment that will
benefit both organic and conventional
farms. The no-till drill allows cover crop
seed to be planted into untilled ground
where the crop was harvested in the
fall. Once the cover crop is terminated
in the spring using the District’s flail
mower, a transplant can be planted
directly into the mowed cover crop, or
seed can be planted using the no-till

drill. The mulch layer will provide some
weed control and will keep the ground
surface cooler, reducing irrigation needs.
If soil compaction is not an issue,
the no-till drill will allow pasture and
hayfield owners to incorporate new
seed into an existing field to increase
production, or ‘renovate’ with minimal
equipment and herbicides. Time will be
saved, as well as money for fuel and
herbicide expenses and seed losses due
to birds, poor seed to soil contact from
improperly prepared seed beds, or from
planting seeds too deep or too shallow.  
Rental rates and details are being
developed and will be posted on our
website this spring when the equipment
will be available for use. Look for classes
in the spring edition of the Tahoma View
on use of the no-till drill, as attendance
at one of these classes will be a requirement of renting the equipment.

Cover Crops Can Improve Your Soil
Looking for an innovative way to boost
soil health and fertility on your farm?
Cover cropping is for you! Cover crop
plantings improve soil fertility and
organic matter, keep soil in place, are
useful in managing field moisture,
and can help control weeds, pests and
diseases. We are ramping up our focus
and outreach around this promising
approach to soil building at the PCD, and

will be hosting some great workshops
on how to integrate cover cropping on
your farm this coming season.  Better
yet we have purchased a new Land Pride
606NT pull-type no-till drill that we
are making available to rent. At a 6 ft.
working width with optional capacities for native grass and small seeds,
the drill is ideal for any cover crop or
pasture renovation application if you

have a minimum 40 HP tractor with rear
remote hydraulics to run it. We will also
have a flail mower available to rent in
2018 as an option for terminating cover
crops. Check out our new website page
for great cover cropping resources and
start planning how you will harness the
potential on your farm next year.

Winter Farm Workshop
Aerated Manure Composting
Saturday, FEBRUARY 10, 10-11:30 a.m.
Servine Feed & Tack, Roy
Whether you operate a horse boarding
facility, or have a few of your own at
home, at some point, you will have to
‘deal’ with the manure and bedding
generated by those noble steeds. Frank
Servine owns and operates a large horse
boarding facility and has wanted a better way to manage the waste generated
from his business for many years. This
past June, Frank accomplished that
goal by building an aerated compost
system that has multiple benefits.
It’s concrete floor and roof mitigate
impacts to surface and ground water
resources and air quality. Using an

electric blower to force air through the
pile, aerobic conditions are maintained,
which stimulates the microorganisms
that are already in the mix. Their
by-product is heat, which pasteurizes
the raw material and kills fly larvae,
pathogens, parasites and weed seeds.
It also dramatically reduces offensive
odors and the release of greenhouse
gas. Plus, the volume of original
material is reduced dramatically in the
composting process, and a great deal
of time and expense from fuel, labor
and equipment use is saved from not
having to turn the pile to introduce air
into the mix.  The result of this process,

which can take place in 30 to 60 days,
is a safe, high-quality soil enhancement
that Frank plans to sell. Even if you
don’t have a large horse facility, this
technology can be scaled down for your
own operation using simple materials.  Come take a look at what Frank
has built, and learn what you might
be able to do on your own property!

CONTACT
To register visit the Calendar
page on our website::
piercecd.org/calendar.aspx

Forced Air Manure Bins:
Servine Feed and Tack owner Frank Servine (R) and contractor Dan Reeves of CND
Inc. on-site of the forced air manure bins constructed last in June to compost bedding, manure, and waste hay generated from Frank’s horse boarding facility.
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Water Quality Improvement
Here a Tree, There a Tree,
Let’s Plant Trees Everywhere!
Urban Forests describe trees lining
This year we also led two large school
streets, shading parks and buildings,
tree plantings. You may remember Holy
and growing all across our cities. Each of
Rosary Church and School being Depaved
these trees provide shade, capture rainthis past summer. That made space for
water, filter pollution, and add to a city’s
70 landscape trees that were planted
character. Additionally, properties that
by volunteers and students on Make a
have healthy, mature trees
Difference Day, October 28th.
show an average increase
We also helped install 58
To quote an ancient
of 10% to their property
large trees at Reed Elemenvalues and businesses that Chinese Proverb, “The tary School in Tacoma.  
have greenscapes in front
best time to plant
This one project raised the
of their storefront attract
a tree was 20 years canopy cover at the school
more shoppers. In short:  
from 5% to nearly 20%
ago. The second
Trees are Amazing!
and will help reduce the

best time is now.”

Winter Stream
Monitoring
Schedule

Here at PCD, we are taking
this to heart. Over the
past two years we have hosted an Urban
Tree Sale, providing large landscape
trees at discounted prices for city folks
to plant in their landscaping or as a
street tree. This year we distributed
over 250 trees to over 100 properties.  

amount of air and noise
pollution coming from I5.

We continue looking for opportunities to
plant trees in our urban spaces. If you
know of a space in need of trees, or is
paved over but can be Depaved to make
way for trees, let us know! Your project
may be next. melissab@piercecd.org  

• Quarterly monitors: Schedule
monitoring session between December 21, 2017 and March 14, 2018.
• Bimonthly monitors: Monitor
stream site January and March.
• Volunteers are also encouraged
to run replicate tests once or
twice a year. The replicate testing
includes the dissolved oxygen, pH,
and nitrate tests. We can provide
extra sample bottles if you are
planning on doing replicates.
• We are entering the time of
year when there are higher
and swifter stream flows,
so be careful when entering
streams to collect samples.   
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Students, future students, parents, and community came
together to plant trees at Reed Elementary School.

Residential
Rain Garden
Workshops:
Plan, Prep,
Plant,
Maintain

Join us in learning how to create and
maintain a functional rain garden, reduce
standing water on your property and
protect nearby waterways. In this 1½
hour workshop we will discuss:

January:

• How to design a rain garden
to enhance your landscaping

February:

• Necessary soil amendments
and mulch
• Typical rain garden plants,
grasses, and groundcovers
• Tips on keeping your rain garden
beautiful and working

JANUARY 10, 6:00-7:30 p.m.
PCD, Puyallup
JANUARY 25, 6:30-8:00 p.m.
University Place City Hall, Tacoma
FEBRUARY 7, 6:00-7:30 p.m.
Star Center, Puyallup
FEBRUARY 28, 6:00-7:30 p.m.
PCD, Puyallup

RSVP: hannahL@piercecd.org
or (253) 845-9770 x113

Put Rain in Your Garden: Rain Garden
We are officially into the new water
year! That means lots of rain here in
Washington and it also means that
it is the perfect time to start thinking about installing your own rain
garden. A rain garden is a landscaped
area that collects, absorbs, and filters
storm water runoff from roof tops,
driveways, patios, and other hard
surfaces that don’t allow water to
soak in. This helps with flooding and
is an excellent feature to your yard.
Here at Pierce Conservation District
we are committed to supporting those interested in getting
their own raingardens. Our program consists of 4 easy steps.

1.

Site Visit and Assessment:
District staff will meet
you on site to determine
if the site is suitable.

2.

Infiltration Test:
Native soils will be tested
to ensure the rain garden
will function on site.

3.

Rain Garden Design:
District staff/Master
Gardeners will work with you
to design your rain garden.

4.

Rain Garden Installation:
You can select any contractor
to build your rain garden.
If assistance is needed
PCD can suggest off a list
of trained contractors.

We provide our tests, designs, and
consultations free of charge. The
only expense to the homeowner is
building the rain garden! If you are
interested in learning more about
our rain garden program feel free to
contact us! melissab@piercecd.org

Free services!

Rain Gardens come in many shapes and sizes
so you can create a rain garden you love.
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Water Quality Improvement
Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities!
Meeker Minion’s Work Parties

MLK Day of Caring:

All work parties take place
from 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
Saturday, JANUARY 27
Saturday, FEBRUARY 24
Saturday, MARCH 31

JANUARY 15, 9 a.m.-12p.m.
Site Location: S Yakima Ave.
and S 46th St.

The Meeker Minions continue to plug
away at the Meeker Creek Restoration
site in Puyallup. The Minions work
the last Saturday of every month,
(excluding November and December).  
The Lion’s Club lent their hands
planting native trees and shrubs
for the 3rd year in a row on Green
Puyallup Day, November 4th.   
Join us in January for another planting, this will be a great time to
work off all those delicious Holiday
meals! There are plenty of opportunities to dig in and get dirty with
the Minions at Meeker Creek!

If you are looking for a service project
on Martin Luther King Day, please
join us at one of our newest Depave
sites, the Yakima & Thompson Y in
Tacoma. The site is looking great
after one summer, but there is still
work to do; activities include providing care to the trees and shrubs and
adding a thick layer of wood chips
to help sustain the plants through
the winter and into the summer.

CONTACT
If you are interested in attending either the Meeker Minions
work party or the MLK Day of
Caring, please contact Caleb:
calebm@piercecd.org

(Sidebar photo) Meeker Minion volunteers
find time every month to help the establishment of over 10,000 native trees and shrubs.
Volunteers work hard to plant trees and shrubs at the
Yakima & Thompson Y Depave last October
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Local Water Quality Data
In the Spotlight: Creeks Highlighted this Quarter
Clover Creek Stream Monitor:
Sally Boyle
Titlow Gulch Stream Monitor:
Cameron Reister
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Titlow Gulch is in the Chambers-Clover
Creek watershed and flows approximately
0.3 miles from Sunset Drive into a lagoon
at Titlow Park. Titlow Gulch does not
support runs of salmon.

Volunteer collected data for 2016-2017 in dissolved
oxygen and water temperature is shown above. The
dissolved oxygen state standard is ≥8.0 mg/l and
the water temperature state standard is ≤17.5 °C.
Clover Creek did not meet dissolved oxygen state
standard the majority of the months sampled during this
time. There was only one occurrence where water temperature did not meet the state standard. Titlow Gulch
met the dissolved oxygen state standard and only a few
occurrences of high water temperatures were recorded.
Cooler water contains a higher level of dissolved oxygen than warmer water and some of the low dissolved
oxygen correspond to data collected during the summer
months when water levels are lower, flow is much slower,
and air temperatures are warmer. The low dissolved
oxygen during the winter could be due to biological
activity, flow, or amount of organic material being
broken down in an oxygen depleting process. A best
management practice (BMP) to decrease water temperature is to plant a vegetated buffer along streams.
Clover Creek is in the Chambers-Clover
Creek watershed and flows approximately
14 miles from Frederickson into Steilacoom
Lake. Clover Creek supports runs of coho
and winter steelhead salmon.
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(“The KWA Orchard...” continued from page 6)
Harvest Pierce County for a new reason: getting
the orchard back on through implementing an
arborist-approved orchard plan. Harvest Pierce
County has a Fruit Tree Education Series every
year, designed to complement the Gleaning Project
with pruning, pollination, fertilization, and more.
The idea is that we get so much from our County’s
trees - this is one small way to give back. And so, in
2016, we made the KWA the focus of our Fruit Tree
Education Series, hosting classes and work parties
that used the Orchard as learning opportunity.
Under the direction of Arborist Robert Sweet and with
help from Harvest Pierce County and NCCC Americorps
volunteers, the Orchard was successfully revived, producing nearly 8,000lbs of fruit at the 2016 harvest!

A boy feeding groundfall apples from
the KWA Orchard to heritage hogs at
Dinner Time Farm in Roy, WA.

Our Sponsors

The 2017 harvest was back to normal with a harvest of nearly 4,000lbs - but notably, the fruit was
bigger and better formed, as we had thinned the
crop and produced fewer but better quality apples
over all. And the best part: in keeping with the
Harvest Pierce County Gleaning Project’s commitment to food waste reduction, all groundfall apples
that could not be donated to the foodbank were
given to Dinner Time Farm, a farm raising heritage
hogs and poultry. Dinner Time Farm was able to
accept nearly 1000lbs of produce not fit for human
consumption that would otherwise go to waste.

Transforming our community!

The Pierce Conservation District would like to thank businesses who have helped sponsor our Harvest Pierce County
program. If you or your business would like to become a sponsor please call (253) 845-9770.

The Edible Garden Series is proudly sponsored by:
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February

December
Dec 2

South Prairie Creek Preserve
Planting Party, 9 a.m.–12 p.m.
For more information contact
Kramer at kramerc@piercecd.org.

Feb 3

Adriana Hess Work Party,
9 a.m.–12 p.m. For more
information contact Belinda
at belindap@piercecd.org.

Dec 2

Adriana Hess Work Party,
9 a.m.–12 p.m. For more
information contact Belinda at
belindap@piercecd.org.

Feb 5

Gilmur Grubbers Work Party,
9 a.m.–12 p.m. For more
information contact Belinda
at belindap@piercecd.org.

Dec 4

Gilmur Grubbers Work Party,
9 a.m.–12 p.m. For more
information contact Belinda at
belindap@piercecd.org.

Feb 7

Rain Garden Workshop,
6–7 p.m. For more
information contact Hannah
at hannahl@piercecd.org.

Dec 16

South Prairie Creek Preserve
Planting Party, 9 a.m.–12 p.m.
For more information contact
Kramer at kramerc@piercecd.org.

Feb 8

Seed Swap, Potluck & Story
Share, 5:30–8 p.m.
For more information visit
our calendar page, piercecd.org/
calendar.aspx.

Feb 10

Aerated Manure Composting, 10–11:30a.m. For more
information contact René at
renes@piercecd.org.

Feb 24

Meeker Minions Work Party,
9 a.m.–12 p.m. For more
information contact Caleb at
calebm@piercecd.org.

Feb 28

Rain Garden Workshop,
6–7 p.m. For more
information contact Hannah
at hannahl@piercecd.org.

January
Jan 1

Gilmur Grubbers Work Party,
9 a.m.–12 p.m. For more
information contact Belinda
at belindap@piercecd.org.

Jan 6

Adriana Hess Work Party,
9 a.m.–12 p.m. For more
information contact Belinda
at belindap@piercecd.org.

Jan 10

Rain Garden Workshop,
6–7 p.m. For more
information contact Hannah
at hannahl@piercecd.org.

Jan 15

Jan 25

Jan 27

March

MLK Day of Caring,
9 a.m.–12 p.m. For more
information contact Caleb at
calebm@piercecd.org.

Mar 22

Rain Garden Workshop,
6–7 p.m. For more
information contact Hannah
at hannahl@piercecd.org.

PCD Annual Meeting,
5–8 p.m. For more information
contact Camila at
camilam@piercecd.org.

Mar 31

Meeker Minions Work Party,
9 a.m.–12 p.m. For more
information contact Caleb at
calebm@piercecd.org.

Meeker Minions Work Party,
9 a.m.–12 p.m. For more
information contact Caleb at
calebm@piercecd.org.

Who We Are:
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Jeanette Dorner, Chair
Scott Gruber, Vice-Chair
David Seago, Auditor
Sheila Wynn, Member
Dr. Brian Sullivan, Member
DISTRICT STAFF
Melissa Buckingham, Water Quality
Improvement and Monitoring Program Director
Kramer Canup, Habitat Improvement Technician
Chrissy Cooley, Agriculture Community
of Interest Coordinator
Micaela Cooley, Urban Agriculture
Education and Outreach Coordinator
Selena Corwin, Senior Finance and
Administrative Director
Joel Eklof, AmeriCorps Intern
Aaron Gibson, AmeriCorps Service Member
Sofia Gidlund, Key Peninsula, Gig Harbor,
and Islands Watershed Program Manager
Jayme Gordon, Habitat Improvement and
Environmental Education Program Director
Sam Hains, AmeriCorps Service Member
Hannah Ljunggren, AmeriCorps Service Member
Kathryn Mahan, Budget and Fund
Development Coordinator
Camila Matamala-Ost, Volunteer Coordinator &
Outreach Specialist
Kristen McIvor, Urban Agriculture
and Local Access Program Director
Ryan Mello, Executive Director
Renee Meschi, Program Specialist
Caleb Mott, Water Quality Assistant
Alison Nichols, Crop Farm Specialist
Belinda Paterno, Water Quality Technician
Isabel Ragland, Water Quality
Monitoring Program Manager
Cynthia Ross, Finance Coordinator
Kate Terpstra, Habitat Improvement Coordinator
Wolky Samboy-Hillyer, AmeriCorps Service Member
René Skaggs, Farm Planning and
Agricultural Assistance Program Director
Madeleine Spencer, Harvest Pierce County
Program Specialist
Kristine Swanner, Finance Administrative Assistant
Chris Towe, Habitat Improvement and
Environmental Education Program Coordinator
Allan Warren, Communications
& Development Manager
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
Puyallup Field Office
(253) 845-9272

Sidebar photo courtesy of Alisa Schindler, Redpoint Photography.
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CONSERVATION ACROSS PIERCE COUNTY

Happy Holidays!
FROM ALL OF US AT
THE DISTRICT

