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Volunteers have helped Depave over 17,000 sq.ft. of pavement in the last three years and through a
new grant, the District plans to triple that total over the next two years with three new projects.

Our efforts to remove excess pavement and replace it with green space
to benefit communities and reduce
pollution from stormwater runoff just
got a big boost! After more than two
years of work with the Puget Sound
Partnership and other regional partners,
the District is excited to announce
the award of a National Estuary Program grant to help spread the Depave
program throughout the Puget Sound.
This two-year grant will fund three
different Depave projects that will
each serve as a case study for a “HowTo” guidebook and video series we’ll
produce and share with local government partners throughout our region.
Our hope is that these resources will
make it easy for other conservation
districts, non-profits, cities, and
(Sidebar photo) Smokey Bear was recently helping us promote our new Firewise program at the “Era of Megafires”
film series we showcased throughout Pierce County.

counties to adopt their own Depave
programs and dramatically increase
the impact of this great program.
Since 2014 the District has completed five Depave projects, which
have removed a total of 17,760 sq.ft.
of pavement and replaced it with 55
urban trees and hundreds of shrubs.
As a result, over 450,000 gallons of
polluted stormwater runoff is filtered
back into the ground annually. By
comparison, the first project we will be
implementing with these grant funds at
the Holy Rosary Church in Tacoma will
remove over 17,000 sq.ft. of pavement!
Now imagine if a few years from now
100 Depave projects happen each
year in communities throughout the
Puget Sound…hundreds of thousands
of square feet of pavement replaced
with trees and green space and millions of gallons of polluted stormwater
kept out of Puget Sound…each year.
(continued on page 14)
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The District Has
Some New Faces
Madeleine Spencer,

Harvest Pierce County Program Specialist
Madeleine Spencer joined the District
as a Harvest Pierce County Program
Specialist in March.  The focus of her
work will be on the Gleaning Project, as
well as co-managing the Veggie Co-op
in partnership with the Franklin Pierce
School District. Having grown up locally
in Sumner, Harvest Pierce County’s mission of a thriving community engaged
in a just and healthy food system is
one particularly close to her heart.
Madeleine studied at The Evergreen
State College where the interdisciplinary curriculum allowed her to study the
ways in which the environment, social
justice, the economy, and culture are all
connected. After graduating she accepted an AmeriCorps position in Nebraska
as the sustainability coordinator for a
small town. Through that position she
had the opportunity to work directly
with farmers as a market manager, with
city employees and elected officials
to have public land designated for
community gardens, and with experts
from the university to help establish

Madeleine Spencer recently joined our Harvest
Pierce County and is excited to help out with
the Gleaning Project and the Veggie Co-op.

an organic teaching orchard. Learning
from and working with so many people
dedicated to their work with food
systems was an inspiring experience.
For the last three years, Madeleine has
been a volunteer manager with a local
non-profit. She loves getting to work
every day with folks dedicated to building community and is looking forward
to meeting all the amazing people who
make the Veggie Co-op and Gleaning
projects possible. Madeleine is also a
regular volunteer herself, at Mother
Earth Farm in Puyallup and at a community drop-in center for the Hillman
City neighborhood of Seattle. Passionate
about the belief that to work with the
land and to feed people are some of the
greatest positive impacts you can have
on the world, Madeleine is excited to be
working with the District and Harvest
Pierce County to build healthy food
systems, and a healthy environment.

Kristine Swanner,

Finance Administrative Assistant
Kristine joined Pierce Conservation
District in April 2017 as the Finance
Administrative Assistant.  Kristine
will be providing general support to
Pierce Conservation District staff and
will be responsible for answering the
office’s main phone line, directing
calls, and other administrative tasks.

Kristine Swanner, the District’s new Finance
and Administrative Assistant, is excited to
join our team and assist all of our programs.
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Kristine enjoys spending time with her
family, paper crafts, and reading. Kristine believes in continuously doing her
part to help reduce the dependency on
natural resources by limiting her use of
water and electricity, and by recycling.

FIREWISE
Because of a combination of raising temperatures and reduced rainfall in the summer, the risk of wildfires is on the rise in
Pierce County. There are easy adjustments that you can implement on your property to be FireWise, and prepared in the case
of a wildfire. Follow these tips for the 3 Zones of Defensible Space.
The primary goal for Firewise landscaping is fuel reduction — limiting the amount of flammable vegetation and materials
surrounding the home and increasing the moisture content of remaining vegetation. The home itself and everything around it
up to 100 – 200 feet is known as the ‘home ignition zone.’ Within this 200 foot area, there are three zones:

ZONE 1

ZONE 2

ZONE 3

Zone 1 encircles the structure
and all its attachments (wooden
decks, fences, and boardwalks)
for at least 30 feet on all
sides. Note: the 30-foot number
comes from the very minimum
distance, on flat ground, that
a wood wall can be separated
from the radiant heat of large
flames without igniting.

Zone 2 is 30 to 100 feet from the
home, and plants in this zone
should be low-growing, well
irrigated and less flammable.

Zone 3 is 100 to 200 feet from
the home and this area should
be thinned, although less space
is required than in Zone 2. NOTE:
Because of other factors such as
topography, the recommended
distances to mitigate for radiant
heat exposure actually extend
between 100 to 200 feet from the
home – on a site-specific basis.

In this area:
Plants should be carefully
spaced, low-growing and
free of resins, oils and
waxes that burn easily.
Mow the lawn regularly.
Prune trees up six to ten
feet from the ground.
Trim back trees that overhang
the house, and make sure
gutters are clear of debris.
Create a ‘fire-free’ area within
five feet of the home, using
non-flammable landscaping
materials and/or high-moisturecontent annuals and perennials.
Remove dead vegetation
from under deck and within
10 feet of house.
Consider fire-resistant
material for patio furniture, swing sets, etc.
Remove firewood stacks and
propane tanks; they should
not be located in this zone.

In this area:
Leave 30 feet between clusters
of two to three trees, or 20 feet
between individual trees.
Encourage a mixture of
deciduous and coniferous trees.
Create ‘fuel breaks’, like
driveways, gravel walkways
and lawns.
Prune trees up six to ten
feet from the ground.

In this area:
Remove smaller conifers that
are growing between taller
trees. Remove heavy accumulation of woody debris.
Reduce the density of tall trees
so canopies are not touching.

Chipper Days
Coming in June
Some of the ways that you
can create defensible space
against wildfire are removing
low-hanging tree limbs and
debris from near your home.
If you need help to have
that debris removed, email
christinec@piercecd.org,
and we will try to arrange
a time to bring a chipper
to your neighborhood.
Is your home Firewise? Wildfire danger is on the rise in
Western Washington but the District’s new program can
help you prepare your property to reduce the risk.
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Habitat Improvement
Visiting Church Group
Leaves Lasting Impression
Imagine getting a phone call from
across the country with an offer to
help. Now imagine that phone call turning into a group of 60 high school students and their chaperones from Wellesley Village Church near Boston, Massachusetts getting a few weeks’ worth
of projects done in just four days. Just
such a thing happened this past spring,
and in between rain showers, beautiful
Mt. Rainier helped inspire them on.
During their week here in April the
group made a huge impact, and a huge
impression. They helped 5th graders
in Orting plant a parking strip near
the downtown park; they prepared and
planted bulrush rhizomes in the recently restored Meeker Creek in Puyallup;

they removed weeds and trash from
wetland restoration areas in the Port of
Tacoma with Citizens for a Healthy Bay
and the Puyallup Tribe; they tackled a
hillside of blackberry at the District’s
former dairy property in South Prairie
to prepare it for planting; and they
installed a bog garden from start to finish at the Puyallup Historical Hatchery
Foundation’s educational center.
The kids seemed to truly enjoy the
work they were doing. We can’t
thank them enough for their efforts,
and for choosing to make an impact
here in the Puget Sound region.

Fifth graders from Ptarmigan Ridge Elementary and high schoolers from
Massachusetts worked together to plant nearly 250 shrubs in Orting.
The high school group connected with the District for their spring break
service project and the elementary students learned about the benefits
of plants and ecosystems as part of their participation.
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2017 Water Festival in the Books
In a continuation of annual tradition,
over 600 5th graders from around Pierce
County converged on the University of
Puget Sound campus for the Children’s
Water Festival.  The eager students
spent the day learning about water
through activities such as fish dissections, wildlife displays, water testing,
and models.  The campus was abuzz as
the students soaked in all the information they could and interacted with the
volunteers who made the event possible.  Over 120 volunteers participated,
representing organizations such as local
water purveyors, Harbor WildWatch,
Tacoma Water, Pierce County Public
Works, and many others.  Students from
Jason Lee Middle School and Spanaway
Lake High School were also part of the
event, hosting stations and working
with the younger students.  PCD is
in our third year of coordinating the
event, and the volunteers are critical
to the event’s success every year.
The University of Puget Sound also
deserves much of the credit, as they
have hosted the event the past
two years.  At UPS, the 5th graders
experienced a university atmosphere,

Photo courtesty of Oona Cooperhill.

visiting labs and other learning spaces
that many of them have never seen.  
We hope that some of these students
continue their learning about protecting natural resources and return to the
Festival as experts and educators one
day in the not-too-distant future.

The skull of an Orca whale intrigues and
fascinates students at the Children’s Water
Festival, held March 14 at The University
of Puget Sound.

Planting at the Shelstad Farm
Farming, habitat enhancement, and water quality protection all
came together on March 4 at the volunteer planting event near
Orting. In partnership with PCC Farmland Trust and the owners
of Shelstad Farm, Kim and Janet Shelstad, 30 volunteers planted,
tubed, and mulched 220 trees and shrubs. The plants were
installed along a ditch that drains water from the fields during
the wet season. The water eventually makes its way to nearby
Horsehaven Creek, and shortly after that, the Puyallup River.
Projects like this can make a big difference by accomplishing
many things in a short amount of time. In just a Saturday morning, a buffer is planted to intercept, filter, and take up loose soil
and nutrients that might run off from adjacent fields; plants are
installed that will attract pollinators, birds, and other wildlife; and
community members have a chance to get dirty and have fun in
the process of improving our environment, one plant at a time!

A big Thank You to all the volunteers who made the
habitat planting at the Shelstad Farm possible!

Thank You!
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Harvest Pierce County
Harvest Pierce County Events
Gleaning Season Kickoff
Thursday, JUNE 8, 5-7 p.m.
St. Leo Parish, Tacoma
Every year, the Gleaning Project picks
tens of thousands of pounds of fresh,
local produce that would otherwise go
to waste. Teams of volunteers then bring
this produce to food banks, shelters,
hot meal sites, and families in need.
Let's kick the season off together!
Whether you're a veteran volunteer who
has been with the Project since the very
beginning, or if you've only just heard
about the Gleaning Project and want to
know more, we would love to see you.
Come to the new Bichsel Hall addition
of St. Leo's to celebrate what's going
to be the best season yet! Bring your
favorite potluck dish - but if you don't
have anything to bring, don't let that

stop you! We just want to celebrate the
coming season with you. Bring a friend!
Potluck, Gleaning Trivia, information
on how to get involved, and fun!
See you there!

Garden Party: Support
Harvest Pierce County
Thursday, JULY 20, 5-7 p.m.
Franklin Park Community
Garden, Tacoma
Come show your support for Harvest
Pierce County! A donation to Harvest Pierce County goes a long way
to keep communities connected,
healthy, and vibrant. Light food will
be provided and ice cream from Ice
Cream Social. This will be an event
for the entire family with lawn games
and tours of the Community Garden.
Children are more than welcome!

At the park’s first
annual Blueberries
& Blues celebration, attendees
brought their best
recipes to share at
the blueberry pie
potluck. Here, Metro Parks Tacoma’s
Mary Anderson
hosts the table
while community
member Deborah
Osborn shows off
her homemade
blueberry tart.
Photo courtesy of Jefferson Mok.

Summer blueberries!
Sidebar photo courtesy of Alisa Schindler, Redpoint Photography.
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Charlotte’s Blueberry Park
Just backstage of Pacific Avenue on
the Eastside of Tacoma is Charlotte’s
Blueberry Park, a 20 acre former farm
with 3,372 heritage blueberry bushes.
This public park is a unique attraction
in our County, hosting multiple varieties of blueberries that are free for the
picking. The park draws visitors from
all over the state during the fruiting
season, which runs from around July to
September depending on the weather.
A section of the original blueberry
farm has been designated as a wetland,
and therefore cannot be developed or
even officially opened to the public.
This land is considered private property of Tacoma Public Schools, but
due to multiple constraints, there is
no clear next step for development
or improvement. This has caused
some problems in the local neighborhood, as the wetlands provide a
hiding spot for illegal activities.
After multiple incidents, neighbors
have decided to come together and
activate the adjacent park so that there
is more positive park usage beyond the
short fruiting season. Together, they
formed the Charlotte’s Blueberry Park

Over 300 visitors
enjoyed blueberry ice
cream crafted by local
favorite Ice Cream Social, and served by All
City Ice Cream. Here,
longtime local resident
and community leader
Corina Going is next
in line for a scoop.
What a sweet way to
celebrate Charlotte’s
Blueberry Park!
Photo courtesy of Jefferson Mok.

Action Group, and have started getting
together for weekly park clean ups. One
idea the group had for site activation
was implementing a community garden.
Harvest Pierce County has been assisting the group as they decide what kind
of a garden will best serve their community’s needs. Harvest Pierce County also
collaborated with the Action Group to
host the park’s first annual Blueberries
& Blues festival, a kickoff celebration
that drew nearly 300 people, all with
a love for Blueberry Park in common.
After seeing Charlotte’s Blueberry
Park Action Group come together
for over a year, Metro Parks Tacoma

Harvest Pierce
County’s Renee
Meschi introduces
Charlotte’s Blueberry
Park Action Group
member Anthony
Bradley at the
Gratitude Open Mic,
who invited attendees to share good
memories, hopes
and dreams for
the park, and even
slam poems about
blueberries.

(the property owners of Charlotte’s
Blueberry Park) have dedicated nearly
$200,000 to improvements suggested
by the community. These suggestions
include an ADA-compliant community
garden with a water connection, trail
linkage to garden, trash receptacles,
benches, a playground, and a half
basketball court. Metro Parks Tacoma
has committed to breaking ground in
March of 2018, and the community
is now focusing on the design of the
park improvements by brainstorming
with a park planner and consultant.
The Blueberry Park Community Garden
Meeting happens on the first Tuesday
of every month at Grace Missionary
Baptist Church (7615 A St.). They
will be planning the garden design,
as well as their second Blueberries &
Blues celebration in the summer.

Photo courtesy of Jefferson Mok.
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On the Farm
Forage Plant Establishment, Growth, and
Management Practices throughout the Year
Don’t forget about the farm
equipment and services
provided by the District:
First one’s free soil
sampling for pastures,
hay fields, and
commercial crops
Manure spreader rental
Poultry processing
unit rental
Electric fence
construction tool loan
Hay probe loan

Summer Stress: Part 2 of a 4 Part Article
By Steve Fransen, Forage Agronomist, WSU Cooperative Extension

Summer stress is a time of slow summer
growth; grass roots are shedding and
are turning colors from white to gray,
to brown and black again. For the west
side, summer starts in mid to late June,
July and August, until the root regeneration cycle starts again. The remaining
grass stubble in the summer is the main
pool of available sugars that jump starts
the September root regrowth process
so the more the stubble is damaged in
the summer, the longer it takes for root
regrowth the establish in the fall. I also
think there is less total fall root regeneration from damaged summer plants.
Just about anything that damages the
stand or plants in the summer will
directly affect the initial forage cycle
in the fall. Summer is the finish line in
the forage calendar.  Your pasture will
make it to the finish line, but the question is what shape will they be in when
they arrive? The stronger and fit an
athlete at the end of a race the faster
they recover. The same is true with our

perennial pastures.  The final medicine
I have to offer, do not overgraze pastures in the summer nor damage plants
since fall regrowth will be delayed and
forage yield will be reduced compared
to a well-managed pasture. Many folks
have heard about stockpiling forage
for animal use in the fall and winter.
I’d suggest we think about preserving
grazeable forage as a source of sugars,
nitrogen, and sulfur that stimulates
above ground fall growth. This is also
a source of phosphorus that stimulates
below ground root growth when the
forage cycle begins. Summer is setting
up the fall recovery cycle that establishes the rest of the pasture calendar
and the following year’s production.
Stay tuned for the third installment of
this article in the next edition of the
Tahoma View, as we learn about the
importance of maintaining a healthy
grass stand in the fall to ensure a
vigorous pasture the following spring.

PCC Farmland Trust is starting a new project to connect people who are looking for farmland
with landowners. Get involved in the Farm2Farmer project to find your dream property and
learn from the pros about how to make your farm a successful venture.

8

Request a Workshop!

Summer Farm and Rural Living Classes
Small Farm Tour

Poultry Processing

Sunday, JUNE 18, 4-6 p.m.
Roy

Saturday, JULY 15, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Tacoma

Tour the Timm’s 5 acre farm where
they rotationally graze 4-6 beef cattle
through four pastures which have been
divided based on the soil type, grass
species, and moisture conditions. In
past years, they have run a cow-calf
operation, but decided a few years
ago that they were tired of livestock
keeping in the winter months, and of
being chained to the farm throughout
the year. That is when they switched
to purchasing feeder cattle in the
spring, grazing them on their pastures
throughout the summer, and harvesting them in the fall. In addition to
doing an outstanding job of pasture
management, the Timm’s have also
enhanced the wildlife habitat for the
birds that call their property home
by leaving dead snags and putting up
many, many bird houses. Come tour
their farm and see what improvement can be made to your own!

Current Washington State Department
of Agriculture regulations allow farmers
with fewer than 1,000 birds to process
and sell them directly to customers.  
Home processing of poultry, whether
for personal consumption or sale has
skyrocketed in the last few years. If you
have been thinking about raising birds
for consumption, but were hesitant to
jump in due to lack of processing experience, this hands-on, how-to workshop
is the class for you! This hands-on
class will take you through the entire
process from setting up the equipment,
processing the birds, and then cleaning
up at the end of the day. This workshop
requires a $20 deposit that will be
refunded when you arrive for the class.

If your group or business
would like to request a
workshop, your Pierce
Conservation District technicians are here to help with
several great topics up our
sleeves. From buffers to
electric fencing to fertilizer applications to manure,
mud, pasture management
and more. Workshops are
a great way to generate
interest and conversation
and get people to come
through your business’ door,
and to provide a learning
opportunity for your group.

CONTACT
Please visit the website or
contact René or Sofia to register
for any of these classes:
(253) 845-9770
renes@piercecd.org
sofiag@piercecd.org
www.piercecd.org

Let Us Know What You Think About PCC Farmland
Trust’s New Project, Farm2Farmer!
Farmland isn’t farmland without farmers. That’s why PCC Farmland Trust is
exploring a robust, localized project in
Pierce County that will increase opportunities--both online and in person--for
farmland seekers and landowners to
connect. This project would combine
an online matchmaking forum with
in-person engagement opportunities
like workshops, one-on-one coaching
with professionals, and peer learning.
In order to make this service as beneficial as possible for you, we want to hear
about your challenges, interests, and

proposed solutions to expanding communication between farmland seekers
and farmland owners in the county.
If you’re a farmer seeking land
opportunities or a landowner looking
to sell or lease farmland in Pierce
County, please head to the following URL to let us know what you
think: http://bit.ly/F2Ffeedback.
As a thank you for your time,
you’ll be entered for a chance
to win a $100 gift certificate to
either Uprising Seeds or Primo Grill
when you complete the survey!

Donald Hunter checks out a bran
new Red Limousin calf at his 120
acre farm in Eatonville.
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Water Quality Improvement
Summer
Monitoring
Schedules

Get Involved with Stream
Monitoring and Sampling!

• Quarterly monitors may schedule their summer monitoring
between June 21-September 14.

Looking for an opportunity to engage
in your local watershed? What to
participate in citizen science? Or simply
want to spend time outdoors? Volunteer
stream monitoring might be for you!

• Bimonthly monitors are scheduled to monitor their streams
in July and September.  
• Remember that either August,
September, or October is the time
to complete a habitat assessment
for your stream site. If you would
like a refresher on filling out
the habitat form, please contact
Belinda to schedule a time to
review the form at your site.
• Volunteers are also encouraged
to run replicate tests once or
twice a year. The replicate testing
includes the dissolved oxygen, pH,
and nitrate tests. We can provide
extra sample bottles if you are
planning on doing replicates.
• This year lake volunteers will complete the secchi dip-in form during
their lake monitoring session. The
Dip-In is not just limited to lakes.
If stream monitors are interested
in submitting their July transparency data to the contact Isabel
Ragland at isabelr@piercecd.
org for more information.

(Sidebar photo) The Secchi Dip-In is an
international effort in which volunteers
produce a “snapshot” of water transparency of water in the U.S. and Canada.
Transparency is sensitive to changes in
nutrient levels and to changes in the
temperature structure of the lake. The data
collected can be used by citizen scientists,
professionals, and academics to monitor
and model changes in lakes worldwide.
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Stream Team Training

Volunteer stream monitors play
a key role in stream stewardship
by raising awareness of pollution problems and providing water
quality data the community can
use to protect local streams. .
• Learn how to collect and record water
quality data on streams.
• Help Pierce Conservation District
monitor one of many streams
throughout Pierce County.
• Watch our streams for changes that
threaten natural stream function.
• Make a difference in your environment and community.
Our next stream monitor training is being held on Saturday,
June 24, 9 a.m.–12 p.m.

Stream Team member sampling dissolved
oxygen on Swan Creek.

Macroinvertebrate Sampling
Benthic macroinvertebrates (bottomdwelling organisms including aquatic
insects, crayfish, clams, snails, and
worms) are another type of water
quality measurement. While water
quality sampling provides us with
a “snapshot” view of the health of
the stream; macroinvertebrates give
us a longer view of stream health.
The types and numbers of macroinvertebrates present are affected by
periodic episodes of poor water quality
or by ongoing poor water quality.
During the summer, we collect aquatic
organisms from selected streams which
are sent to a lab to be identified and
counted. This is a fun opportunity
to learn more about the health of
our streams and get outside!

CONTACT

Students sampling for macroinvertebrates.

To sign up for the training or lend
a hand with sampling this summer,
please contact Belinda Paterno:
belindap@piercecd.org
(253) 845-9770 x109

Local Water Quality Data
In the Spotlight: Creeks Highlighted this Quarter
Swan Creek Stream Monitors:
Joshua Lindsey, Darby Killion, Sebastian Killion,
Willow Killion, Zavier Killion
South Prairie Creek Stream Monitors:
Jim Anderson and Phyllis Rader
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South Prairie Creek flows approximately 21 miles from
its headwaters along the northwest foothills of Mt. Rainier to its confluence with the Carbon River. It supports
runs of chinook, chum, pink, coho salmon, and steelhead. Volunteer collected data from 2016 for dissolved
oxygen levels and water temperatures are displayed
on the graph above. The state standards for dissolved
oxygen (blue) and water temperature (green) is also
included on the graph. Water temperature met state
standards during all but two monitoring sessions. These
higher water temperatures occurred during summer
when higher air temperatures and lower water levels
can lead to water temperatures above state standards.
There were also several incidences of dissolved oxygen
not meeting state standards. Dissolved oxygen levels are
affected by temperature, turbulence, photosynthesis,
respiration, and amount of decaying matter.

Swan Creek is a tributary to Clear Creek in the Puyallup
watershed. It flows approximately 6 miles from headwaters south of Highway 512 to its confluence with Clear
Creek. Swan Creek supports runs of chum and coho
salmon. Volunteer collected data from 2016 for dissolved
oxygen and water temperature is shown above. The state
standard for dissolved oxygen (blue) and water temperature (green) are also represented on the graph above.
While water temperatures met state standards during this
time, there were multiple incidences of dissolved oxygen
levels not meeting state standards. Some of the low dissolved oxygen levels correspond to data collected during
the summer months when water levels are lower, flow is
much slower, and air temperatures are warmer. Low dissolved oxygen during the winter months could be due to
biological decomposition, and/or low velocity flows.
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Water Quality Improvement
Meeker Minions
Work Parties
The Meeker Minions Habitat
Stewards continue to work hard at
maintaining and restoring the new
beautiful habitat at our Meeker
Creek Restoration Site in Puyallup.
The (self-named) Minions hold work
parties the last Saturday of every
month from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. Come
lend a hand and learn how rewarding it is to be a Habitat Steward!
If you are interested in attending a Meeker Minions work
party, please contact Caleb at
calebm@piercecd.org.

Rain Gardens for Watershed Health
Rain Gardens, shallow depressed
gardens planted with beautiful trees,
shrubs, and/or grasses, are the perfect
way to increase property value by creating an eye-catching landscape feature
while also improving watershed health
as your home’s runoff is infiltrated
into the ground.  By taking water from
an area that does not infiltrate water
well (roof, driveway, compacted area)
and placing it into a Rain Garden that
infiltrates water very well, you are putting excess water into the ground.  And
get this – Soil Cleans Polluted Water!  
It is true, as polluted water passes
through the soil, the plant roots, and
the living structures in the soil, pollution is pulled out and only clean water
continues down into groundwater.

PCD’s Rain Garden program works to
increase the number of rain gardens
across Pierce County through a CostShare model where we provide:   
• FREE Property Assessment
• FREE Rain Garden Design
50% of the cost for a typical
Rain Garden.
• FREE Plant Selection Assistance
Homeowner is responsible
for Installation Costs.
• FREE Maintenance Plan
There is still time over the next several months to design and install Rain
Gardens while it is still dry. Contact
Melissa at melissab@piercecd.
org to schedule your site visit.

Curb Marking
Have you noticed the curb marking decals next
to storm drains? Ever wondered how they got
there? The Pierce Conservation District coordinates curb markings across Pierce County and
you have the opportunity to get involved!
When stormwater runs off impervious surfaces
like streets, pollutants and trash run off with
it into drains. This pollution flows directly into
our watersheds and can harm aquatic life.
We would like your help in making sure our waters
stay clean and healthy for all to use. Curb markings
are done during the summer when it will be dry
for 24 hours before and after drains are marked.
Bonus! This is a fun summer camp/scout activity!
If you are interested in volunteering for curb
markings, please contact Belinda Paterno
at belindap@piercecd.org or call
(253) 845-9770 x109.   
(Sidebar photo) Meeker Minion volunteers
find time every month to help the establishment of over 10,000 native trees and shrubs.
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(Photo) Curb marking being applied on a residential street.

Work Boosted Thanks to Hardworking NCCC Crew
From mid-January to mid-March NCCC
AmeriCorps crew “Blue One,” contributed over 5,000 hours of essential
work across all PCD programs while
serving with PCD. Their work ranged
from blackberry grubbing at Meeker
Creek with the water quality team,
to taking GIS data on the Key Peninsula with the farm team, to installing
fencing and pruning fruit trees with
the Harvest Pierce County team, to
teaching over 800 fifth graders about
salmon and water quality at Children’s
Water Festival with the Habitat team.
In total, the NCCC team:
• Planted over 16,000 native plants
• Spread over 50,000 pounds of mulch
• Removed invasive blackberry and
scotch broom from 13 acres of land
• Removed over 3,000 pounds
of illegally dumped debris
• Built 10 raised beds and
30 planting mounds
• Visited 128 farms and collected
1,132 data points using GIS Pro
• Participated in 16 community and volunteer events

NCCC Crew experiencing the northwest environment they have helped conserve by
snowshoeing on Mt. Rainier guided by PCD AmeriCorps service member Joel Eklof.

The NCCC crew was a joy to have
around, and stayed strikingly positive
despite working nearly endless hours
outside during the exceptionally long,

cold, and wet winter. We wish the
NCCC crew blue skies and a lack of
blackberry to grub while at their next
two sites in California and Idaho.

• Increased capacity over all programs

New Habitat
Stewardship Groups!
There are two new habitat stewardship groups
formed in the Fircrest and University Place areas.
In Fircrest, the Gilmur Grubbers have taken on
maintaining Thelma Gilmur Park, the only wetland park in Fircrest. The group meets the first
Monday of the month from 9 a.m.–12 p.m.
In University Place, a group has formed at Adriana
Hess Wetland Park to take on habitat stewardship.
This is also the location of the Tahoma Audubon
Society. The Adriana Hess group meets the first
Saturday of the month from 9 a.m.–12 p.m.

Volunteers working hard to remove invasive ivy from Adriana Hess Wetland Park.

If you are interested in helping to maintain these open spaces, please contact
Belinda Paterno at belindap@piercecd.
org or call (253) 845-9770 x109.

13

The Fair
Comes to Town

It’s Farmers Market Season!!

The Washington State Fair arrives on
September 1st to help make the most of
those final days of summer. For 20 days
the Fair will provide the sights, sounds,
and smells we’ve all come to recognize.
The Conservation District will be in
the Northwest Outdoors Building to
celebrate the great outdoors and the
Pacific Northwest. Along with other
conservation and recreation organizations, we’ll have activities and
information for fairgoers. If you’d like
to volunteer for a shift at the PCD
booth please contact Chris at christ@
piercecd.org. Free admission tickets
will be your reward for helping us have
a presence once again at the Fair.

Visit www.PierceCountyFresh.org
for info on your local markets.

(“District Secures Grant to Help Depave Puget Sound” continued from page 1)
That’s a vision we think is worth
working towards and we look forward
to your help making it happen.
In order to help spread the program,
we’re planning an out of jurisdiction
project at Fairview Christian School
& Child Center in Seattle in partnership with Sustainable Seattle. The
Holy Rosary Church Depave is planned

Our Sponsors

for August with more details still to
come. For our third project, we’re
hoping to find a partner to do a
parking lot retrofit to replace the
regular pavement with permeable
pavement, so if you have suggestions
on potential locations or partners,
submit your ideas to Melissa Buckingham, melissab@piercecd.org.

We would like to thank the Environmental Protection Agency, which administers the National Estuary Program
(NEP) to protect and restore water
quality; the Puget Sound Partnership
for facilitating the local NEP process;
the WA Department of Ecology; and
all of our many local partners that
have made this project possible.

The Pierce Conservation District would like to thank businesses who have helped sponsor our Harvest Pierce County
program. If you or your business would like to become a sponsor please call (253) 845-9770.

The Edible Garden Series is proudly sponsored by:
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July

June
Greenwater Restoration & Planting Day, 9 a.m.–12 p.m. Register
for Exact Location. For more
information contact Chrissy at
christinec@piercecd.org.

Jul 1

Jun 3

Adriana Hess Work Party,
9 a.m.–12 p.m., Adriana
Hess Wetland Park. For more
information contact Belinda at
belindap@piercecd.org.

Jul 3

Gilmur Grubbers Work Party,
9 a.m.–12 p.m., Thelma
Gilmur Park. For more information contact Belinda at
belindap@piercecd.org.

Jun 5

Gilmur Grubbers Work Party,
9 a.m.–12 p.m., Thelma Gilmur
Park. For more information
contact Belinda at belindap@
piercecd.org.

Jul 4, 12, 13,

Edible Garden Series, Location and Times Vary. For more
information contact Micaela
at micaelac@piercecd.org.

Jun 3

Jun 6, 8, 14,
17, & 20

Edible Garden Series,
Location and Times Vary. For
more information contact Micaela
at micaelac@piercecd.org.

Jun 8

Gleaning Season Kickoff,
5 p.m.–7 p.m., St. Leo Parish.
For more information contact
Renee at reneem@piercecd.org.

Jun 10

Wapato Hills Park Volunteer
Opportunity, 9 a.m.–12 p.m.
For more information contact
cemunsey@nventure.com.

Jun 17

Wiping Plastics Out of Your
Everyday Life, 10 a.m.–12 p.m.,
Register for Exact Location. For
more information contact Chrissy
at christinec@piercecd.org.

Jun 18

Small Farm Tour, 4 p.m.–6 p.m.,
Register for Exact Location.
For more information contact
René at renes@piercecd.org.

Jun 19

Jun 24

Jun 24

Commercial Poultry Highly
Pathogenic Avian Influenza
(HPAI) Disposal Training
Exercise, 8:30 a.m.–4 p.m.,
Puyallup Research and Extension
Center - D.F. Allmendinger Center.
Please contact Lyndon Badcoe,
lbadcoe@agr.wa.gov with
questions and let him know
if you plan to attend.
Stream Team Training,
9 a.m.–12 p.m. For more
information contact Belinda
at belindap@piercecd.org.
Meeker Minions Work Party,
9 a.m.–12 p.m., Puyallup.
For more information contact
Caleb at calebm@piercecd.org.

Adriana Hess Work Party,
9 a.m.–12 p.m., Adriana
Hess Wetland Park. For more
information contact Belinda
at belindap@piercecd.org.

15, & 18

Jul 8

Wapato Hills Park Volunteer
Opportunity, 9 a.m.–12 p.m.
For more information contact
cemunsey@nventure.com.

Jul 15

Poultry Processing Workshop,
4 p.m.–6 p.m., Register for
Exact Location. For more
information contact René at
renes@piercecd.org.

Jul 20

Garden Party: Support Harvest
Pierce County, Franklin Park
Community Garden. For more
information contact Micaela
at micaelac@piercecd.org.

Jul 29

Meeker Minions Work Party,
9 a.m.–12 p.m., Puyallup.
For more information contact
Caleb at calebm@piercecd.org.

August
Aug 5

Adriana Hess Work Party,
9 a.m.–12 p.m., Adriana
Hess Wetland Park. For more
information contact Belinda at
belindap@piercecd.org.

Aug 7

Gilmur Grubbers Work Party,
9 a.m.–12 p.m., Thelma
Gilmur Park. For more information contact Belinda at
belindap@piercecd.org.

Aug 12

Wapato Hills Park Volunteer
Opportunity, 9 a.m.–12 p.m.
For more information contact
cemunsey@nventure.com.

Aug 26

Meeker Minions Work Party,
9 a.m.–12 p.m., Puyallup.
For more information contact
Caleb at calebm@piercecd.org.

Aug TBD

Holy Rosary Church Depave,
Tacoma. For more information
contact Melissa at melissab@
piercecd.org.
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Sidebar photo courtesy of Alisa Schindler, Redpoint Photography.
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High schoolers helped
mentor 5th graders at a
planting project in Orting.

Upcoming Events..
• Farmers Market
Season!
• Harvest Pierce
County’s
Garden Party
• Holy Rosary
Church Depave
The Tahoma View is published quarterly.
Call (253) 845-9770 or email info@piercecd.org to receive this free publication, or
if you wish to be removed from the mailing list. | Pierce Conservation District is a
subdivision of state government created
to promote the conservation of natural
resources in Pierce County. | Pierce Conservation District programs are available to
all without discrimination.
Editor: Allan Warren

