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Pierce Conservation District Awarded
$8 Million for Farmland Conservation
in Pierce County
Puyallup, Wash. – After losing nearly
10,000-acres of farmland in the last
decade, organizations throughout
Pierce County have been working
diligently to find ways to protect
this important resource. With today’s
announcement that Pierce Conservation
District will be awarded $8 million from
the U.S. Department of Agriculture
to permanently protect 1,000-acres
of prime farmland, the County just
got a big boost in the effort.
“The Puyallup Watershed is unique
not only within Washington State,
but in the country as a whole,” said
Ryan Mello, Executive Director of the
Pierce Conservation District. “From its
headwaters at Mount Rainier’s glaciers
to its terminus at Commencement Bay,
one of the nation’s largest ports, the
Puyallup is under severe pressure from
development, climate change, and
pollution. Permanently conserving over

1,000 acres of prime farmland in Pierce
County not only helps farmers and local
food security, but also enhances ecosystem benefits that farmland provides
to water and soil quality, supporting
threatened salmon populations.”
The project brings together ten different partners, including Pierce
County, Forterra, PCC Farmland
Trust, the Puyallup Tribe of Indians,
and the Puyallup Watershed Initiative, and will leverage an additional
$8 million in partnership funds to
match the federal dollars.
“We very much look forward to working
with our partners on-the-ground in the
Puyallup Watershed to conserve working farms, improve water quality and
habitat function through the strategic
investment of the Regional Conservation Partnership Program,” added
Mello. “The NRCS, land trust partners,
(continued on page 3)
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Ryan and Haylee Mensonides, lease the Mountain View Dairy, a 284-acre farm that PCC
Farmland Trust recently permanently conserved. The farmland conservation grant the
District secured will help conserve a lot more farms like this over the next 5-years.
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Remembering
Our Colleague
and Friend:
Brian Abbott
From Our Board Chairwoman,
Jeanette Dorner
It’s with great sadness that we remember
Brian Abbott, former District Manager and longtime champion for Puget
Sound salmon recovery, who recently
passed away. I first met Brian when I
was a community volunteer in 1996. I
was looking for help in bringing back
salmon to the stream I grew up on. Brian
and his team at the Pierce Conservation District not only agreed to help
me - they made me feel that I was an
honorary member of their Conservation District family. And together we
brought back salmon to my creek.  
I didn’t know it at the time but Brian
had only started working at the district
one year previously as a technician. After only a year as a technician
Brian was promoted to Manager of the
District. Those of you who know Brian
well should not be surprised by this rapid rise to leadership. Brian was passionate, committed and always ready to lead.

Seen here at the District’s Native Plant Sale
in 1999, Brian worked tirelessly for decades
to help restore and conserve Pierce County,
Puget Sound, and all of Washington State.

was engaged in all of them. He did all
this while he also completed a series
of salmon classes at Evergreen State
College and served as the President of
the Board of the South Puget Sound
Salmon Enhancement Group. In 1999,
he was awarded the Washington State
District Employee of the Year in recognition of all of these accomplishments.

But Brian was not an all work, no play
kind of manager. While he was working
with his team to accomplish all of these
things he created a culture
where the district team
“...he created a
felt like a family and where
culture where the
there was fun and goofidistrict team felt
ness along with the work.

The Tahoma View is published quarterly.
Call (253) 845-9770 or email info@
piercecountycd.org to receive this
free publication, or if you wish to be
removed from the mailing list. | Pierce
Conservation District is a subdivision
of state government created to promote
the conservation of natural resources
in Pierce County. | Pierce Conservation
District programs are available to all
without discrimination.
Editor: Allan Warren
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Within 3 years of becoming
manager Brian grew his
team from three employees
to ten. He wrote countless
grants and brought in over
like a family and
a half a million dollars to
Although Brian left the Dishire additional staff, acquire where there was fun trict to work for the Salmon
vehicles, and upgrade the
and goofiness along Recovery Funding Board at
computer equipment. He
the state Recreation and
with the work.”
created the District website,
Conservation Office in 2000
set up its email system,
his legacy lives on at the
and set up a computer network with a
Conservation District today. He created a
server. He added a fish passage program
foundation that his successors have built
which worked to remove fish passage
on to continue to grow the organization
barriers throughout Pierce County. One
and make a difference for conservasummer alone the district completed 8
tion and salmon in Pierce County.
separate fish passage projects and Brian

Welcome
New Staff Member
Cynthia Ross

District
Elections
Notice

Cynthia joined Pierce Conservation
District in January, 2017 as the Finance
Coordinator. Cynthia is responsible for
assisting the Finance & Administration
team with the day to day financials of
the District as well as related activities
and future planning.  
Cynthia enjoys gardening, reading, and
volunteering in and around the community. She also spends a lot of her spare
time working with a nonprofit organization assisting with administrative tasks.  
Cynthia believes in continuously
doing her part to help reduce the
dependency of natural resources by
limiting her use of water, gas, and
electricity and by recycling.

Wednesday, MARCH 22, 2017

We’re excited to welcome our newest
Admin Team member, Cynthia Ross,
and look forward to the new skills
and perspectives she will add to our
growing family of District staff.

(“... Farmland Conservation...” continued from page 1)
state natural resource agencies and our
private landowner cooperators will all
benefit greatly from the work to come
with this targeted, strategic investment
to conserve the soil of the Puyallup farm
valley for generations to come. Our
existing partnerships will blossom even
more under this amazing opportunity.”
The vast majority of the funds will be
used to place farmland into permanent
conservation easements, ensuring
that the land remains farmland indefinitely. Ten percent of the funds will

be used to implement conservation
practices on the farms to help improve
water quality in local streams and
restore habitat for fish and wildlife.
Since 2009, USDA has invested more
than $29 billion to help producers
make conservation improvements,
working with as many as 500,000
farmers, ranchers and landowners
to protect over 400 million acres
nationwide, boosting soil and air
quality, cleaning and conserving water
and enhancing wildlife habitat.

The Pierce Conservation District will conduct a “by-mail”
election on Wednesday, March
22, 2017 for a position on its
Board of Supervisors. District
Supervisors serve in volunteer,
unpaid positions for three year
terms. Their primary duties are
to provide policy, fiscal and
administrative oversight for the
District, and to represent the
District in its relationships with
other entities. Election law is
detailed in Chapter 89.08 RCW,
along with the responsibilities
for District Supervisors and
Conservation Districts in general.
To vote in person, you may
come to the Pioneer Park
Pavilion, 330 South Meridian,
Puyallup, WA 98371; between
4 p.m. and 8 p.m. on March 22,
2017 to cast your vote.
You will be required to show
identification to verify that
you are a qualified voter. To be
considered qualified you must be
a registered voter who
resides within District
boundaries.
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Habitat Improvement
Steilacoom Students Spread
the Stormwater Message
Fifth graders from
Saltar’s Point
Elementary in
Steilacoom put
their creative minds
to work as part of
an environmental
education project
in their community.
In partnership with
the Pierce County
Educators, PCD
delivered lessons to
the students focusing on stormwater
pollution, the runoff
that is created when
rain picks up pollutants from the
ground and sends it into our stormdrains. Chemicals, soap, pet waste, and
other pollutants eventually make their
way to Puget Sound. After learning
about the problem, students created
artwork and messaging on how to be
part of the solution. The end product
is a calendar featuring their drawings.
If you live in Steilacoom or DuPont you

Featuring the artwork of Saltar’s
Point Elementary 5th Graders, the
2017 Stormwater Calendar highlights
ways all of us can help prevent
stormwater pollution. Look for them
around Steilacoom and Dupont!

may see them around the community,
and can pick one up for free. These
fifth graders are a part of the solution
to protect Puget Sound, and you can
be too thanks to their creativity!

Winter Planting in Sumner
In January, a Puget Sound Corps crew from the WA State
Department of Natural Resources’ Urban Forestry Restoration Project, worked through bitter winter cold to plant 1400
native conifers and shrubs along the Puyallup River in Sumner.
These plants are the finishing touch on a $2.8 million project
to upgrade a pump station and force main that is part of the
city’s sewer utility. The project, which runs 0.5-miles along
the Puyallup River, is an important public works project, and
the planting will enhance vital habitat along the river.
(Photo above) The Pierce Conservation District worked with the city to coordinate and facilitate logistics for the planting, and assisted with coordinating tasks and planting implementation with the crew.
Photo courtesy of Josh Williams, Puget SoundCorps.
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Planting on the Farm – Where Habitat
and Agriculture Come Together
Volunteers are needed to help plant a
vegetative buffer along an agricultural
drainage near Orting. Establishment
of these plants will help intercept and
filter run-off from the adjacent fields
that may carry sediment, manure,
or other pollutants into Horsehaven
Creek and the Puyallup River.  
Situated just south of Orting, the
Shelstad Farm raises beef, chickens,
and other products on 36 acres that
are bordered on two sides by salmonbearing waters. Thoughtful stewardship
of the land through projects such as
this planting demonstrate cooperative
solutions to meet both natural resource
protection and farming goals.  

Planting takes place Saturday, March
4, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Please register
at http://piercecd.org/FormCenter/
Habitat-9/Planting-on-the-Farm-196.
Contact Jayme Gordon with questions or for more information.
For more information on the story
behind this farm, the farmers who
manage the land, and PCC Farmland
Trust’s mission to help preserve working farmland, please visit PCC’s website
at the following link:  https://www.
pccfarmlandtrust.org/our-work/
protected-farms/shelstad-farm/.

Spring Fair
The Spring Fair rolls into the Washington State Fairgrounds from April
20-23. Last year, PCD participated in
the first year of the “Outdoor Adventure” building that included wildlife
displays, interactive exhibits, and more
family fun. We will be back this year,
spreading the word about our work and
ways to get involved. If you’d like to
volunteer at the booth to help with
that effort, please contact Chris at
christophert@piercecountycd.org or
(253) 845-9770 ext. 112. Free tickets
will be provided for your efforts.

Currently, water in this agricultural drainage on the
Shelstad Farm near Orting receives no treatment before
flowing into Horsehaven Creek. Volunteers are needed to
install plants that will filter run-off from the field and add
habitat diversity for birds, pollinators, and other wildlife.
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Harvest Pierce County
Harvest Pierce County to Host
8th Annual Spring Summit
Celebrate Our Local Food System and Learn
Local Gardening Techniques

Tacoma, WA- If spring has you eager
to start gardening, mark your calendar
for Saturday May 6th and join Harvest
Pierce County for the Annual Spring
Summit hosted at Lincoln High School
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Come learn about
beginner to advanced gardening
techniques, community development
skills, and cooking. Kids are encouraged to come as Tacoma Children’s
Museum will be providing activities.
The event includes a free lunch as
well as many giveaways including
plant starts, seeds, and much more.
Harvest Pierce County draws upon the
local talent and knowledge throughout
Pierce County for the wide breadth
of classes. “[The teachers] were very
knowledgeable and experienced. They
(Sidebar photo) Russell Miller, one of the District’s
most enthusiastic volunteers, is seen here helping do
some restoration work at the Swan Creek Food Forest.
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Ulysses Martin of Permaculture Lifestyle
Institute & Valerie Kissner meet in Vendors Row at the Annual Spring Summit.

peaked my interest, and are challenging me to try something new,” said
participant of the 2016 Summit. Classes
vary widely to address the diversity
of interests that bring folks to care
about food, gardening and community.
Classes in the past have included
Mushrooms, Food Preservation, Container Gardening, Adaptive Gardening, Foraging, Asset Mapping, Year
Round Gardening, Conflict Resolution,
Composting, Soils, Pests & Diseases,
Gardening with Kids, Grant Writing
for your Garden and much more.
Visit our website to RSVP or
call (253) 278-6215.

From left to right:
Elena Areno and
Grace Elgar-Wood
of the Hosmer Community Garden &
Anna Maria Garcia
of the 40th Street
Community Garden
enjoy coffee and
free plant starts before heading to the
afternoon session
of classes.

Summit participants
line up for the free
lunch using healthy,
local ingredients.
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On the Farm
Don’t forget about
the farm equipment
and services provided
by the District:
First one’s free soil
sampling for pastures,
hay fields, and
commercial crops
Hay probe loan
Manure spreader rental
Poultry processing
unit rental
Electric fence
construction tool loan
Manure Share Program

Forage Plant Establishment, Growth, and
Management Practices throughout the Year
Steve Fransen, Forage Agronomist, WSU Cooperative Extension

Part 1: Spring
Let’s say you have a sick animal on
your farm and the vet is called. The
vet makes a diagnosis, prescribes
the appropriate medication and even
administers the first dose with detailed
instructions for you to follow for a
complete recovery. You are left to do
the rest and bring the animal back to
proper health. Are you willing to do
the same thing for your pastures?
The most common questions I’ve been
asked over the years is “What should
I plant in my pastures?” followed by
“What should I spray to control the
weeds in my pastures?” Many pasture
owners can identify some of the important forage species in our region and
certainly some of the most common
weeds. Some folks take soil tests, are
willing to apply lime and fertilizers
(both organic and inorganic), some make
hay when excess forage is available, and
some even attend grazing conferences to
learn more about what to and not to do!

The adapted perennial cool-season
grasses (such as perennial ryegrass,
Italian ryegrass, orchardgrass and tall
fescue) in the PNW region advance
through various stages of its growth
cycle, just like livestock. It’s just that
until recently we really didn’t recognize
all the independent components of the
cycle and put them into an understood
order. This process continues to evolve
as we learn more from research, so
this article should be considered a
progress report of PNW pasture ecology, management and utilization.  
As we gain new information about
the cycle and its parts the story will
change to reflect this new knowledge
Spring comes in slowly as winter
rains begin to retard. Grass roots start
growth first, and are then followed by
top growth. As temperatures increase,
so does the growth of our perennial
cool-season grasses. Let’s use 42 degrees
Fahrenheit as our average baseline
(continued on page 14)

A collage from the Alaska Airlines Cargo Department of various uses of their donated
containers being used on Walla Walla Farm, Hidden Circle Farm, and by a local forester.
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Spring Farm and Home Educational Opportunities
Pork Production Workshop
Dates, Times and Location TBD
This class is for those thinking of
raising a few pigs and also current
small-scale producers interested in
stepping up/expanding their production. The class will be taught by WSU
Extension and WA State Department
of Agriculture staff, and topics will
cover pork production and marketing opportunities and regulations,
life cycle and nutrition, breeds and
reproduction, swine and pasture
management, diseases, biosecurity, and
a field trip to a local swine producer.

Poultry Processing
Saturday, APRIL 15,10 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Inch Acres, Tacoma
Current Washington State Department
of Agriculture regulations allow farmers
with fewer than 1,000 birds to process
and sell them directly to customers.
Home processing of poultry, whether
for personal consumption or sale has
skyrocketed in the last few years. If you
have been thinking about raising birds
for consumption, but were hesitant
to jump in due to lack of processing
experience, this hands-on, how-to

workshop is the class for you! This
hands-on class will take you through
the entire process from setting up the
equipment, processing the birds, and
then cleaning up at the end of the day.

How to Build a Field Fence
that Will Last!
Tuesday, MAY 16, 3 p.m.
Longbranch, WA
Improve your pastures through rotational grazing or keep your animals
out of wet areas by constructing safe,
long-lasting field fencing. Bring your
gloves and get hands-on experience in
fence construction from Kiwi Fencing
as workshop participants go through
proper design, corner construction,
energizer grounding, and fence usage.

CONTACT
Please visit the website or
contact René or Sofia to register
for any of these classes:
(253) 845-9770
renes@piercecountycd.org
sofiag@piercecountycd.org
www.piercecountycd.org

Renewable
Energy
on Your Farm
Are you a rural property owner
looking to reduce your carbon
footprint by lowering your energy
bills? The Pierce Conservation
District is continuing to provide
REAP grant applications to
help farmers and rural property owners to do just that.   
The Rural Energy for America
Program (REAP) is a grant under
the United States Department
of Agriculture that provides
loan financing and grant funding to agricultural producers
and rural small businesses to
help develop renewable energy
systems and encourage energy
efficiency improvements.
Those that are eligible for
a REAP loan or grant are:
Agricultural producers with at
least 50% of gross income coming from agricultural operations.
Small businesses in
eligible rural areas.

Creative Thinking Leads to Reuse
One person’s trash is another person’s
animal shelter, feed storage, and other
beneficial uses all over the farm! In the
spirit of foresight and environmental
concern, Alaska Airlines decided to
take over 200 shipping containers
scheduled for disposal and, rather than
simply ship them off or have them
dismantled, donate them for public use.

new uses for the shipping containers.

After entering a partnership with
Recology CleanScapes, an environmental
group with a focus on resource recovery
and waste management, Alaska Airlines
has been making conscious efforts to
reduce the waste stream generated by
their business practices.  When faced
with the issue of how dispose of the
difficult-to-recycle containers, Recology provided a simple solution; find

“This has been a great partnership to
bring new life to the containers in a way
we would have never expected.” Shelly
Parker, Director of Cargo Operations.

Pierce Conservation District worked
with the airline to match farmers and
animal owners across the County with
the containers.  These containers were
thereby spared from the landfill, and
repurposed locally for a variety of used
such as feed and animal containers,
storage spaces, and compost bins.

This is a great project to show how
a little creative thinking can lead
to major cost savings, and new
opportunities to fill needs for little
projects in your home or business.

REAP covers a variety of
renewable energy systems,
and the funds provided by
REAP loans and grants cover
the following energy sources:
• Biomass (I.e. biodiesel, ethanol,
anaerobic digesters, and
solid fuels.)
• Geothermal
• Hydropower below 30 megawatts
• Hydrogen
• Small and large wind generation
• Small and large solar generation
• Ocean (tidal, current, and
thermal) generation

For more information
please contact christinec@
piercecountycd.org.
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Water Quality Improvement
Spring Stream
Monitoring
Schedules
Quarterly monitors may schedule
their spring monitoring between
March 21, 2017 and June 14, 2017.  
Bimonthly monitors are scheduled
to monitor their streams in March and
May. Early spring stream flows tend to
be higher and faster than during summer and early fall, so be careful when
entering streams to collect samples
and take stream measurements.
Volunteers are also encouraged to
run replicate tests once or twice a
year. The replicate testing includes
the dissolved oxygen, pH, and nitrate
tests. Don’t forget to mention when
you reserve a kit that you will need
extra sample bottles if you are planning on testing replicate samples.
Volunteers can choose to follow
a quarterly, every other month,
or monthly stream monitoring
schedule, depending on which
works best for each individual.
For questions about monitoring,
please contact Belinda:
belindap@piercecountycd.org,
(253) 845-9770 x109.   

NCCC Crew Tahoma View Article
From January 13th through
March 15th Pierce Conservation District has a 12
member National Civilian
Community Corps (NCCC)
crew. The NCCC crew will be
working full time across all
of our programs to further
improve water quality,
promote sustainable agriculture, create thriving habitat,
and build a just and healthy
food system for all. Expect
updates their great work in
the next Tahoma View!

Lake Monitoring
Season 2017
Lake monitoring season begins
Sunday, May 7. Pierce Conservation District staff works with
several cities to manage their
citizen lake monitoring programs
including the City of Lakewood,
City of Milton, and the City of
Bonney Lake. A lake monitoring
training will be scheduled for
April where additional volunteers
are always welcome, so please let
us know if you are interested. If
you are a resident of American,
Gravelly, Louise, Steilacoom,
Carp, Surprise, Bonney or Debra
Jane Lakes and would like more
information, please contact Isabel.

CONTACT
For more information,
contact Isabel:
isabelr@piercecountycd.org
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Puget Sound Conservation Corps crew
member measures dissolved oxygen &
water temperature in Lake Kapowsin.

Local Water Quality Data
In the Spotlight: Creeks Highlighted this Quarter
Ohop Creek Stream Monitors:
Brad and Julia Nickel
Muck Creek Stream Monitor:
David Friscia
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Ohop Creek is located in the Nisqually watershed. It flows approximately 12 miles from
its headwaters upstream of Ohop Lake in a
southwesterly direction to its confluence with
the Nisqually River. One significant feature of
the creek is Ohop Lake which occupies about 2
miles of the upper creek. Ohop Creek supports
runs of chinook, coho, chum, steelhead, sockeye, and pink salmon.

Volunteer collected data for 2015-2016 for dissolved
oxygen and water temperature is shown above. The
state standard for dissolved oxygen and water temperature are also represented on the graph above.
For this time period there were a few incidences of
water temperature not meeting the state standard
and a few incidences of low dissolved oxygen during
this time. The high temperatures and low dissolved
oxygen correspond to data collected during the
summer months when water levels are lower, flow
is much slower, and air temperatures are warmer.

Muck Creek is located in the
Nisqually watershed. It flows approximately 20 miles from headwaters in
a broad prairie near Graham to its
confluence with Lacamas and South
Creeks. Muck Creek supports runs of
coho, chum, and steelhead salmon.
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Water Quality Improvement
Meeker Creek Restoration
With the help of volunteers
and the Meeker Minions, we
had yet another successful round of fall plantings
installing over 275 trees and
shrubs. We also had 4 full
days of Washington Conservation Corps crew time to help
clear the way for even more
plantings in the future!
Group of volunteers at
Meeker Creek.

Whittier Park Habitat Stewardship
In November 2016, the Whittier Park Habitat Stewardship
group had their second work
party with 12 volunteers.
They cleared 1000 square
feet of ivy! They are making
great work and are looking
for interested volunteers. The
next work party is March
18th from 9 a.m.-12 p.m.

CONTACT

Before

If you are interested in
volunteering, please
contact Belinda:
belindap@
piercecountycd.org
(253) 845-9770 x109

(Sidebar photo) The Kappa Alpha Theta
sorority from University of Puget Sound
helped tackle blackberry and ivy at Thelma
Gilmur Park on Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
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The dramatic before and
after of ivy removal at
Whittier Park in Fircrest.
Volunteers were able to
create a survival ring
for this tree and the
ivy growing up the tree
should die off.

After
Photos courtesy of Katie Baker.

Spring Opportunities to Volunteer and Learn!

Homeowner converted their planting
strip into a rain garden in Puyallup.

Pitch in for Parks at
Bradley Lake Park, Puyallup
MARCH 4, 9 a.m.-noon
MARCH 18, 9 a.m.-noon
APRIL 15, 9 a.m.-noon
MAY 6, 9 a.m.-noon
How many of you love walking or
jogging the trails at Bradley Lake Park
in Puyallup? This popular 59-acre park
is a gem, hosting a 12-acre lake, 0.7
mile trail all in the heart of Puyallup
all while supporting 39-acres of open
space. As part of the Green Puyallup
Partnership we are focusing efforts on
improving this open space to better
support local wildlife and improve
water quality. Pierce College has taken
a lead with this work and is hosting
Community Work Parties several times
over the spring to remove blackberry
and install native vegetation. Want
to pitch in for this awesome park?!  
Join in on one of these dates:
RSVP with Melissa at
melissab@piercecountycd.org.

Meeker Minions Work Parties
Last Saturday of every month
9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
The Meeker Minions Habitat Stewards
continue to work hard at maintaining and restoring the new beautiful
habitat at our Meeker Creek Restoration Site! The Minions hold work
parties the last Saturday of every
month from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. Come
lend a hand and learn how rewarding it is to be a Habitat Steward!

World Water Monitoring
Challenge

Rain Gardens:
Plan, Prep, Plant, Maintain

MARCH 18, 10 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

APRIL 29, 10:30 a.m.–12:00 p.m.

The District Stream Team is partnering with King Conservation District
for the kickoff of the World Water
Monitoring Challenge. This challenge
begins annually in March and engages
citizens in local water quality monitoring. Citizens can upload their data to
monitorwater.org and check out other
local data. On March 18th from 10
a.m.-2:30 p.m. current stream monitors
and those interested in monitoring are
invited to participate in a field day
with interactive stations about water
quality and land use. We will visit two
different stream sites in Pierce and
King Counties. If you are interested in
signing up for the field day, please:

Come learn about the benefits of
rain gardens, how they contribute
to the environment, and how to
create and maintain your own.  
This workshop will cover:

RSVP with Belinda at
belindap@piercecountycd.org
(253) 845-9770 x109.

• Planning for your rain garden in your landscape
• Preparing the soil and shape
of your rain garden
• Plants
• Maintenance of your new landscaping
Melissa will also be available to
answer any questions people may
have about their own rain garden,
so feel free to bring a photo and
question to the workshop.
RSVP with Melissa at
melissab@piercecountycd.org.

RSVP with Caleb at
calebm@piercecountycd.org.

Pierce College students and boy scouts came together to
improve Bradley Lake Park during Green Puyallup Day.
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The 2017 Children’s Water Festival is just around the corner!
(“Forage Plant Establishment...“ continued from page 8)
temperature for grass growth while
legume baseline temperature is closer
to 50 degrees Fahrenheit. Grass root
growth continues through the spring
period but slows down just after peak
forage yield. Spring is an excellent time
to apply nitrogen and other important
plant nutrients (see OSU publication
FG-63 revised). Avoid the temptations of turning livestock in too early
as hoof action will still compact the
soils; destroy plant crowns, etc. More
importantly, grasses are trying to recover

Our Sponsors

from the winter and build strength to
support the largest amount of forage to
be produced during the entire growing
season. Spring overgrazing (allowing
livestock to graze the plants shorter
than 3”), can establish areas of different
palatability within the pasture. Here
selective grazing will be more magnified
in the summer, and summer regrowth
likely will be less and plants will be
under greater stress because higher
temperature and drought. As we change
in latitude from south to north in the
PNW region, spring occurs faster in the

The Pierce Conservation District would like to thank businesses who have
helped sponsor our Harvest Pierce County program. If you or your business
would like to become a sponsor please call (253) 845-9770.
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south and can be delayed three weeks
or more in the north. Selection of the
proper maturity group within the grass
variety by latitude and soil conditions
will enhance spring and total forage
production. Grass roots expand and
remain white during the spring growth
and this root system is establishing
the plants and ability to survive the
upcoming summer stress period.
Stay tuned for the summer edition of the Tahoma View, to
learn more about your pasture’s
the summer stress period.

April

March
Mar 4

Planting on the Farm – Where
Habitat and Agriculture Come
Together, 9 a.m.–12 p.m. For
more information contact Jayme
at jaymeg@piercecountycd.org.

Apr 8

Wapato Hills Park Volunteer
Opportunity, 9 a.m.–12 p.m.
For more information contact
cemunsey@nventure.com.

Apr 15

Poultry Processing
Workshop, 10 a.m.–1:30
p.m., Register for Exact
Location. For more information contact Rene at renes@
piercecountycd.org.

Farmland Succession Planning
Workshop - Part 1 of 2,
5:30–8 p.m., Puyallup Library. For
more information contact Chrissy at
christinec@piercecountycd.org.

Apr 15

Pitch in for Parks at Bradley
Lake Park, 9 a.m.–12 p.m.
For more information contact
Melissa at melissab@piercecountycd.org.

Mar 11

Wapato Hills Park Volunteer
Opportunity, 9 a.m.–12 p.m.
For more information contact
cemunsey@nventure.com.

Apr 20–23

Washington State Fair,
All Day. For more information
contact Chris at christophert
@piercecountycd.org.

Mar 16

2017 Community Garden Kickoff,
6–8 p.m., Star Center. For more
information contact Micaela at
micaelac@piercecountycd.org.

Apr 29

Mar 18

Meeker Minions Work Parties, 9 a.m.–12 p.m., Register
For Exact Location. For more
information contact Caleb at
calebm@piercecountycd.org.

Pitch in for Parks at Bradley
Lake Park, 9 a.m.–12 p.m. For
more information contact Melissa
at melissab@piercecountycd.org.

Apr 29

Rain Gardens: Plan, Prep,
Plant, Maintain, 10:30 a.m.
–12 p.m., EnviroHouse.
For more information contact
Melissa at melissab@
piercecountycd.org.

Mar 4

Pitch in for Parks at Bradley
Lake Park, 9 a.m.–12 p.m. For
more information contact Melissa
at melissab@piercecountycd.org.

Mar 7

Mar 18

World Water Monitoring Challenge, 10 a.m.–2:30 p.m., Register for exact location. For more
information contact Belinda at
belindap@piercecountycd.org.

Mar 21

Farmland Succession Planning
Workshop - Part 2 of 2,
5:30– 8 p.m., Puyallup Library.
For more information contact
Chrissy at christinec@
piercecountycd.org.

Mar 22

Mar 25

Annual Conservation Celebration &
Award Ceremony, 5–8 p.m., Pioneer
Park Pavilion. For more
information contact Allan at
allanw@piercecountycd.org.
Meeker Minions Work Parties,
9 a.m.–12 p.m., Register For Exact
Location. For more information
contact Caleb at calebm@
piercecountycd.org.

May
May 6

8th Annual Spring Summit,
10 a.m.–3 p.m., Lincoln High
School. For more information
contact Micaela at micaelac@
piercecountycd.org.

May 6

Pitch in for Parks at Bradley
Lake Park, 9 a.m.–12 p.m.
For more information contact
Melissa at melissab@
piercecountycd.org.

May 13

Wapato Hills Park Volunteer
Opportunity, 9 a.m.–12 p.m.
For more information contact
cemunsey@nventure.com.

May 27

Meeker Minions Work Parties,
9 a.m.–12 p.m., Register
For Exact Location. For more
information contact Caleb at
calebm@piercecountycd.org.
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