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Veggie Co-op Volunteers
Grow Fresh Food For Local Schools
With the fall upon us we find ourmonly known as “The Farm”. Veggie
selves slowing down and perhaps even
Co-op has thrived as a result of the
breathing a sigh of relief as cooler
partnership and support the program
weather finally returns to the Pacific
has received from Franklin Pierce
Northwest. Out at the Veggie Co-op
School District, particularly the Director
farm, we are gathering what remains of
of College & Career Readiness, Sly Bosour harvest, including
kovich. After a regisfall favorites such as
tration and orientation
“Another huge benefit
winter squash, Brussel
period in January and
that comes with The Farm: February, volunteers
sprouts, and pumpkins
as we put the farm
start attending weekly
delivering fresh, healthy
to bed for the winter.
work parties in March
produce to students in
However, the activity
where they work, grow,
Franklin Pierce School
never quite stops at
and learn as a group,
District cafeterias.”
this volunteer-run
instead of stewarding
farm managed by
rows individually as
Harvest Pierce County staff.
typical in most community gardens.
Volunteers are asked to attend a
Veggie Co-op brings individuals togeththree hour work party every week
er to grow food on a farm scale at East
and receive a share of vegetables at
96th and Waller Road in Tacoma, WA
the end of each work party. Although
at the Franklin Pierce School District’s
regular work parties come to an end in
Natural Science Resource Center, commid-November, though there are still
opportunities for volunteers to attend
(Sidebar photo) Lan Jenness, one of the dozens of
volunteers that make the Veggie Co-op run, uses a
(continued on page 7)
wheel hoe to weed a row of vegetables.
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Mason Durfee, our Program Specialist who manages the Veggie Co-op, explains the work
that needs to be done at The Farm to a group of volunteers early in the harvest season.
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Water Quality Team Welcomes
New AmeriCorps Member
Joel Eklof joined the Pierce Conservation District in early September of
2016. As our new AmeriCorps Intern,
he assists with the community tree
sale program, the water quality
monitoring program, and the depave
Puget Sound program. His favorite
part of the job is the opportunity to
empower volunteers and help improve
water in the Pacific Northwest.
Joel grew up in western Washington
enjoying the mountains, rivers, and
forests that surround his childhood
home. As Joel grew older, his interest
in the environment and issues that
face the environment grew as well. He
earned a B.S. in Physics with a minor
in Environmental Science from the
University of Puget Sound. Joel plans
on one day pursuing a Ph.D. in Water
Resource Engineering to help return
rivers to historical productivity and
health through fluid flow research.
During breaks from college, Joel
conducted botany field research on
the traditional uses of plants in the
Zambezi region of Namibia, biophysics research on the fluid dynamics
of splash-cup plant dispersal, and
socioeconomic research on the impact
of mountain bike trails in urban areas
with Swan Creek Park in east Tacoma
as a case study. Joel served as an
orientation leader at the University of
Puget Sound and enjoyed showing off
(Sidebar photo) Over 150 volunteers of all ages came
out to help with the recent Depave and planting
events at the Thompson and Yakima Y’s in Tacoma.
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Joel Eklof, our new Water Quality team
member, volunteering at a community
garden when he attended the University
of Puget Sound.

the Pacific Northwest to new students
in that role on overnight backpacking
and canoe trips. In his spare time, he
enjoys mountain biking, backpacking,
skipping rocks, and hammocking across
the beautiful Pacific Northwest.

Yakima and
Thompson “Y”s
Got a Facelift
After being nominated 3 times
over the past 3 years the
Yakima and Thompson Y”s were
Depaved! With the help of the
City of Tacoma, grant funding
from the South End Neighborhood Council and Tacoma,
sponsorship from Tagro, Lowes,
and King 5 news, we ripped
up 3,600 Sqft of pavement
and planted 1,600 trees and
shrubs. We are always looking
for more sites – let us know if
you know of a space in your
neighborhood to improve.

Volunteers helped
remove over 3,600
sqft of asphalt from
two highly visible,
mid-street islands at
the Thompson and
Yakima Y’s in Tacoma.
Over 85,000 gallons of
stormwater will now
be infiltrated back
into the ground rather
than carry pollution
to Puget Sound!

Two weeks after
the Depave event,
dozens of volunteers
came out to help
plant 1,600 shrubs
and trees. Instead
of ugly, excess pavement, this space will
now be beautiful
and green, helping
clean our air and
our water.

A big THANK YOU! to the 150+ volunteers that came out
to help improve our community. We look forward to seeing
you all at our next Depave in the Spring of 2017!
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Habitat Improvement
Chloe Clark
Students Venture
to Local Stream
On October 27th, third grade classes
from Chloe Clark Elementary in DuPont
visited Sequalitchew Creek to learn
about their local watershed.  Nearly 100
students stepped off the bus and walked
down the winding trail framed by towering big leaf maples in their stunning
fall colors, leading down to expansive
views of the Puget Sound.  Throughout
the day they studied the health of the
creek by testing the water, observed
the stream habitat up close, created
crafts to represent the salmon lifecycle,
and viewed a variety of stream bugs
through magnifying scopes.  Educators

Back at school, students use an obstacle
course to reenact a salmon’s perilous
journey from fresh water smolt, to open
ocean, back to the fresh water to spawn.

from the Pierce Conservation District,
Pierce County Public Works, and Harbor
WildWatch had a blast teaching (and
learning from) the kids as they explored
nature right in their own backyard.

(Sidebar photo) Mike Viafore, one of the 20 volunteers
who braved the “historic storm that wasn’t” this fall,
plants one of 120 trees at the City of Sumner waste
water treatment facility.

During their lunch break, students explore the shores of
Puget Sound by searching for crabs and other marine life.
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Reminder:
Native Plant Sale
Pre-Order Now Until
January 20 for Pick-Up
March 3 & 4, 2017
Order online at:
www.piercenativeplantsale.com
Or request an order form
by contacting Kate:
(253) 845-9770 x 108
katet@piercecountycd.org

District Helps Launch
Salmon Explorers Education Program
Firgrove Elementary 4th grade students embarked on the first Puyallup
Hatchery field trip of the season as
part of the Puyallup School District’s
new Salmon Explorers program. This
fall and winter, more than 20 classes
of 4th graders from schools across
the district will visit the hatchery
to learn about salmon. They will
observe salmon spawning in Clarks
Creek, explore the State’s hatchery
operation, and learn about human
impacts on salmon. PCD is excited to
partner with the School District and
the Hatchery to offer this environmental education program and teach
local students about the importance
of salmon and how their actions can
make a difference in their watershed.

Firgrove Elementary 4th graders make
their way out to the observation deck
to view spawning salmon in Clarks
Creek at the Puyallup Hatchery.

Sumner
Planting Recap
PCD and the City of Sumner send
a huge shout out to the 20 hearty
men, women, and children who
came out Saturday, October 15th to
plant 120 trees at the city’s wastewater treatment plant. Despite
dire storm warnings, only a steady
rain materialized, which is great
planting weather!  As these plants
grow, this site along the Puyallup
River will be transformed from a
weedy lawn to a native habitat
for birds and other wildlife.
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Harvest Pierce County
District Welcomes New Harvest Pierce
County AmeriCorps Member!
I come from Portland, OR, where I
had been living continuously until I
attended the University of Puget Sound.
I graduated from UPS with a degree
in Science, Technology, & Society,
and a minor in Environmental Policy
& Decision Making. My major is an
interdisciplinary one, that allowed me
to pursue my interest of the interactions between human society and the
environment, from historical, political,
and natural resource use perspectives.
Since I was 16, I have had a job
working a Summer Day Camp for the
City of Portland. These camps focus on
entertaining around 30 six to eleven
year olds, five days a week, for between
eight to ten hours per day. The camps
take place at community centers, and
I was lucky enough to spend the last
four years at the same community
center, helping keep kids safe, teaching them social skills, making sure
they have fun, and watching them
grow. This experience has really made
me value the positive effect a caring
community can have on the people
within it, and made me appreciate the
effect community resource centers and
education programs can have as well.
Travel abroad in Australia, as part of
a study abroad program, and travel
in Kenya to see family has honed my

(Sidebar photo) Veggie Co-op volunteers harvest,
weigh and sort produce during a farm work party.
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interest in community and the environment. Kenya, Australia, and the Pacific
Northwest are very different places,
cultural, historically, and geographically, but I think that in each of these
places the most important groups in
starting and resolving environmental
conflict have been human communities. I feel that communities and
their environments are inseparable,
and that one of the most important
ways of strengthening communities is through local, environmental
action, and the provision of environmental education and resources.

Wolky Samboy-Hillyer joins us from
the University of Puget Sound and will
be supporting Harvest Pierce County’s
Edible Garden Series for the next 8
months. Welcome to the team Wolky!

Youngest member of the Veggie Coop crew discovers what’s inside of a
runner bean.

A volunteer collects tomatillos during the distribution of farm shares
at the end of a work party.

Youngest members of the Veggie Coop crew show off the biggest summer
squashes of the season.

(“Veggie Co-op Volunteers Grow Fresh Food...” continued from page 1)
work parties and participate in farm
planning during December and January.
Year round the site has also become
a hub for K-12 education. At the
beginning of the 2016-2017 school
year, high school level Agriculture and
Environmental Science classes began,
taught by GATES High School instructor
Matt Price, who is also caretaker of The
Farm. In the future, there will continue
to be class offerings that give students a hands on learning experience
through farm projects and lab work.
Additionally, every spring Pierce County
Environmental Educators can be seen
leading groups of K-5 students in a variety of gardening activities at the site.
Another huge benefit that comes with
The Farm: delivering fresh, healthy
produce to students in Franklin Pierce
School District cafeterias. In spring
2016, The Farm was awarded a $200,000
grant to support efforts to deliver
high quality produce from the farm to
school cafeterias year round. During
the summer months, the produce is
divided 50/50 among emergency food
sites and volunteers. But with school
now back in session, staff has been

able to work with the District’s Nutrition Service team to deliver Veggie
Co-op produce for consumption in
school cafeterias on a weekly basis.
Thanks to the thousands of hours
dedicated by Veggie Co-op volunteers,
fresh, nutritious produce is getting to
students, and the importance of this
effort is backed by research. Studies show that “with better nutrition
students are better able to learn,
students have fewer absences, and
students’ behavior improves, causing
fewer disruptions in the classroom”.*
Interested in volunteering at Veggie Co-op next season? We’d love to
have you as part of the next farm
team! Visit http://piercecd.org/276/
Veggie-Co-op from December 15thJanuary 31st to register for the
2017 growing season! Veggie Co-op
is a free program and is open to all
participants. Families and children
are more than welcome, but please
note that childcare is not provided.
*Sorhaindo, A., & Feinstein, L. (2006). What is
the relationship between child nutrition and school
outcomes. Wider Benefits of Learning Research
Report No.18. Centre for Research on the Wider
Benefits of Learning

Veggie Co-op at a glance:
• Over 7,500 pounds of food
harvested in 2016 growing
season
• 1,314 volunteer hours
completed by Veggie Co-op
members and guests
(July-September)
• Infrastructure improvements
completed since April: barn
renovation, two low tunnel
hoop houses, a high tunnel
hoop house, produce cooler,
and wash station

CONTACT
For further questions about the
Veggie Co-op Program, contact
Mason Durfee, Harvest Pierce
County Program Specialist:
(253) 468-3749
masond@piercecountycd.org
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On the Farm
Save the Date:
Pierce County
Farm Forum

FEBRUARY 22, Time TBD
Pioneer Park Pavilion, Puyallup
Join us for a day jam packed with
networking and educational opportunities for local farmers. The day will
start with a keynote speaker followed
by break out sessions on various
topics. The day will conclude with a
complimentary catered lunch. Visit
http://www.co.pierce.wa.us/index.
aspx?NID=3683 for more information.
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Request a Workshop!
If your group or business would
like to request a workshop, your
Pierce Conservation District
technicians are here to help
with several great topics up our
sleeves. From buffers to electric
fencing to fertilizer applications
to manure, mud, pasture management and more. Workshops are
a great way to generate interest
and conversation and get people
to come through your business’
door, and to provide a learning
opportunity for your group.

Winter Farm and Home Educational Opportunities
Feeding Sprouted
Fodder to Horses
JANUARY 14, 2-4 p.m.
Lakewood
Janie Wallace and Aleta Sewell sprout
barley grain and feed the green material roots and all to their horses to
supplement their local grass hay in the
winter months, eliminating the need for
trucked-over eastern Washington hay.
The sprouts are grown hydroponically
in trays in a controlled atmosphere
chamber with no soil or fertilizer.  After
being kept moist through flood irrigation and held at a constant temperature
and relative humidity for four to five
days, the mat of fodder is torn up and
fed directly to the horses.  In addition
to growing the barley sprouts for their
horses, they are also growing greens for
themselves in this same system. Come
learn about this alternative feed source
and see if this system is right for you.

It’s the Dead of Winter:
How do YOUR Paddocks Look?
FEBRUARY 11, 9-11 a.m.
Roy

they jumped into making improvements
to the property immediately after
purchasing it two years ago. Their two
horses live in mud-free winter paddocks
made possible by grading a 1-2% slope
away from the barn, installing gravel
over geo-grids to prevent the gravel
from mixing with the soil below around
the stall doors, and by installing gutters
on the barn to route the clean roof
water away from the paddocks and to
keep that area drier. Manure is picked
daily from the paddocks to prevent
the gravel from becoming muck and is
placed in manure storage and composting bins. They have also installed gravel
‘pads’ in gate areas to prevent mud
in those locations, and manage their
excessively well-drained pastures with
lawn type grasses that can withstand
traffic since their goal for the pastures
are to provide exercise and grass nibbling, more than they are to provide a
food source.  Tour the farm, get some
tips, and maybe a little inspiration for
what you can do to improve your farm
this coming summer so your livestock
won’t be living in mud next winter!

Pasture Renovation
and Fertilizing Workshop
FEBRUARY 15, 6:30–8:00 p.m.
Wilco Farm Store, Puyallup
Are your pastures worn out and in need
of rejuvenation, but you don’t know the
steps for renovation? Are you wanting
your pastures to produce more forage,
but don’t know what or how much lime
or fertilizer you need? Then this is the
class for you! Learn how to renovate
with or without tillage. You will also
learn how to select amendmentswhether conventional or organic based
on soil test results, whether fertilizing
is worth the cost of investment for your
situation, and how to make a fertilization schedule for the grazing season.

CONTACT
Please contact René Skaggs to
register for any of these classes:
(253) 845-9770 x 106
renes@piercecountycd.org

It’s the middle of winter when mud can
be at its worst on livestock properties
here in western Washington. That is
not the case at the Meisner farm, where
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Water Quality Improvement
Winter Stream
Monitoring
Schedule
Quarterly monitors: Schedule
monitoring session between December 21, 2016 and March 14, 2017.
Bimonthly monitors: Monitor
stream site January and March.
We are entering the time of year
when there are higher and swifter
stream flows, so be careful when
entering streams to collect samples.  
If you are not currently a stream
monitor but would like to learn,
contact Belinda at (253) 845-9770
x 109 or belindap@piercecountycd.
org to schedule a training.

Washington’s First Freshwater
Aquatic Reserve is Official!
After two years of consultation with
the local community, Commissioner of
Public Lands Peter Goldmark signed the
order designating Lake Kapowsin as an
Aquatic Reserve on September 22, 2016.  
The lake is in eastern Pierce County.
“Lake Kapowsin is one of the few undeveloped lakes in the Puget lowlands. By
making this natural treasure an aquatic
reserve, we are protecting its unique
and special qualities so people can play,
hunt and fish it in the future as they
do today,” Commissioner Goldmark said.
The Washington State Department
of Natural Resources (DNR) Aquatic
Reserve program protects important
native ecosystems on state-owned
aquatic lands. DNR’s aquatic reserves
promote the preservation, restoration,
and enhancement of aquatic environments with special educational, scientific, or environmental interest. Lake
Kapowsin is the eighth such reserve.
Lake Kapowsin formed when the
Electron Mudflow surged down Mount
Rainier and dammed Kapowsin Creek
some 500 years ago. The dammed lake
submerged an ancient fir and cedar
forest that now provides prime habitat
for warmwater fish, amphibians and
migratory waterfowl. The lake cov-

After 2 years
of work, Lake
Kapowsin is now
officially Washington’s first Freshwater Aquatic
Reserve, protecting
this gem for
future generations
to enjoy.
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ers 512 acres and has predominately
natural shorelines and shallow waters.
DNR worked closely with the community and government organizations
over the past two years to develop
a management plan for the reserve.
The Lake Kapowsin Management Plan
is viewable online at: http://file.
dnr.wa.gov/publications/aqr_resv_
lake_kapowsin_mgmt_plan.pdf
This plan is aimed at ensuring the
many people who enjoy fishing and
hunting on Lake Kapowsin can continue to do so, while also providing
research opportunities for geologists
and aquatic biologists. Lake Kapowsin
is one of the few lakes in western
Washington that supports bass fishing
and is open for waterfowl hunting.
Keeping the lake clean from litter
and vandalism and expanding public
access opportunities are also priorities in the management plan.

CONTACT
For more information, contact
Birdie Davenport, Aquatic
Reserves Program Manager:
(360) 902-1073
roberta.davenport@dnr.wa.gov

Local Water Quality Data
In the Spotlight: Creeks Highlighted this Quarter
Leach Creek Stream Monitors:
Kelly and Mark Stave
Ponce de Leon Creek Stream Monitor:
Dennis Dixon
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Leach Creek is located in the Chambers-Clover
Creek watershed. It flows approximately 3 miles
from Whittier Park south to the confluence with
Chambers Creek. This creek supports runs of coho,
chum, and steelhead trout. Volunteer collected data
beginning in October 2015 for dissolved oxygen
and water temperatures are shown above. The state
standard for dissolved oxygen (blue) and water
temperature (green) are also represented on the
graph above. For this time period (Oct 2015 to Oct
2016) there are several incidences of low dissolved
oxygen (red bars) during this time.

Ponce de Leon Creek is a small stream located in the
Chambers-Clover watershed. It flows from springs located under
the Lakewood Towne Center approximately 0.5 miles to Lake
Steilacoom. This creek does have documented presence of coho
and kokanee. Volunteer collected data beginning in November
2014 for dissolved oxygen and water temperatures are shown
above. The state standard for dissolved oxygen (blue) and
water temperature (green) are also represented on the graph
above. For this time period (Nov 2014 to July 2016) there are
several incidences of low dissolved oxygen (red bars) and one
incidence of high water temperature.
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Water Quality Improvement
Salmon
Spawning
Salmon have returned
to our local streams
to spawn and we are
receiving eyewitness
reports from our stream
monitors. This is a very
exciting time to watch
salmon and trout as they
head upstream to spawn!
There are five species of
salmon (Chum, Chinook,
Coho, Sockeye, and Pink) and three
species of trout (Steelhead, Cutthroat,
and Bull) that spawn in Pierce County.
There are even runs of Kokanee (landlocked Sockeye) salmon that spawn
in Chambers and Murray Creeks.
Because of salmon presence in streams,
the PCD Water Quality Monitoring Program is issuing a blanket policy of no
flows sticks from October-April. We do
not want to be in streams at the same
time as spawning or if there are redds
(spawning nest) present. To accommodate the wide variety of spawning
times this policy will be in effect from
fall through spring. Stream monitors
will not receive a flow stick during this

Sockeye salmon spawning.

time period to calculate discharge. If
you do see salmon in your streams,
please be thoughtful with your sample
collections and make a note on your
data sheets about their presence. If it is
best, do not do your monitoring at all
if it will interfere with the salmon and
instead return in a month to monitor.
We’d rather ensure the salmon are able
to complete their natural process than
collect data. If you have any questions or concerns about this, please
contact Belinda at (253) 845-9770 x109
or belindap@piercecountycd.org.
To learn more about salmon and where
to see them in Pierce County, please visit
Pierce County’s salmon recovery website.

New Fircrest Habitat
Stewardship Group

(Sidebar photo) Join us January 21st
for a habitat stewardship work party
at Whittier Park in Fircrest where we’ll
raffle off two rain barrels to volunteers
that are there to help out.
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We have a new habitat stewardship group in Fircrest at Whittier Park
that began in August 2016 lead by steward, Katie Baker. Whittier Park is
adjacent to an approximately 40-acre Pierce County-owned green space.
This property contains the head of Leach Creek and a loop trail system.
Volunteers are currently removing invasive vegetation to make way for
future plantings of native species. We would love to have your help
in protecting this important Fircrest community park. The next work
party is Saturday, January 21st from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. We will be raffling
off 2 rain barrels to volunteers! Please contact Katie if you are interested in volunteering at (253) 720-4594 or Krhbaker@gmail.com.

Winter Volunteer Opportunities
MLK Day/UPS Day of Caring at
the McKinley Business District
Depave Site
Monday, JANUARY 16
9 a.m.–12 p.m.
Join us on Martin Luther King Day
for the University of Puget Sound’s
Day of Caring event at the McKinley Business District Depave Site.
We will maintaining the site by
picking up trash and weeding.

Habitat Stewardship
Program Needs More Help!
Thursdays, JANUARY 19
AND 26, 6:30–8:00 p.m.
Saturday, JANUARY 28
9 a.m.-12 p.m.
If you want to help improve a restoration site Pierce Conservation District
has completed in the past, consider
becoming a Habitat Steward. Over
the years we have planted dozens of
sites, but with ever-present outside
threats these sites need ongoing care

into establishment. Have a
favorite planting you attended
and want to reconnect with
that space? Inspired to help
us with our highest priority
sites? We are looking for you.
Habitat Stewardship training
will include both a classroom
and outdoor portion. Classroom
trainings will be Thursdays, January
19th and 26th, from 6:30–8:00 p.m.
and outdoor training will be Saturday,
January 28th from 9 a.m.-12 p.m.

Meeker Creek
Saturday, JANUARY 28
9 a.m.–12 p.m.
The Meeker Minions will be hosting a work party at Meeker Creek
on Saturday, January 28th. The
Minions are Habitat Stewards of the
Meeker Restoration site and provide
much needed maintenance the last
weekend of every month. They are
always in need of more helping hands!

PCD hosted two events in October and November as part of ongoing maintenance at Meeker
Creek. 275 trees and shrubs were installed and
mulched. Big thanks to the Lions Club, Meeker
Minions, and all of the other wonderful volunteers that came out and braved the rain!

CONTACT
To sign up for the MLK Day/
UPS Day of Caring or the Meeker
Creek restoration, contact Caleb:
calebm@piercecountycd.org
To RSVP for the Habitat Stewardship training, contact Melissa:
melissab@piercecountycd.org

Camp Murray
Many hands make easy work in planting 325 native trees and shrubs along
Murray Creek. Volunteers helped protect
this unique site with an oak prairie
habitat and kokanee salmon run.
15 volunteers and 60 cadets worked
side by side to plant and mulch these
plants into their forever homes.
(Pictured to the left: Cadets planting
native trees and shrubs at Camp Murray.)
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District Board of Supervisors
Election Coming Up
If you would like to join the Pierce Conservation District Board of
Supervisors, you’ll have an opportunity to run for election beginning
in January, 2017. You must be a Pierce County registered voter to be
eligible. Election details will be released in January and the election
will be held at our Annual Meeting in March. Contact Selena Corwin at
selenac@piercecountycd or (253) 845-9770 ext. 101 for more details.

Don’t forget about the farm equipment
and services provided by the District:
First one’s free soil
sampling for pastures,
hay fields, and
commercial crops
Hay probe loan
Manure spreader rental
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Poultry processing
unit rental
Electric fence
construction tool loan
Manure Share Program

January

December
Dec 3, 10, & 17

Proctor Farmers Market,
9 a.m.–2 p.m.
For more information visit:
www.PierceCountyFresh.com.

Dec 7

Community Garden
Roundtable & Potluck:
Successes & Improvables,
6–8 p.m. For more information
visit our website.

Dec 8

Dec 23

Puyallup Watershed Council
Science Symposium,
9 a.m.–12 p.m., Center for Urban
Waters. For more information visit
our website calendar.

Agriculture Roundtable
Breakfast Club, 9 a.m.–10 a.m.,
Tim’s Kitchen. For more
information contact Chrissy at
christinec@piercecountycd.org.

February
Feb 11

Feb 15

It’s the Dead of Winter, How
do Your Paddocks Look?
9 a.m.–11 a.m. Register
for exact location. For more
information contact Rene at
renes@piercecountycd.org.
Pasture Renovation and
Fertilization Workshop,
6:30 p.m.–8 p.m. Register
for exact location. For more
information contact Rene at
renes@piercecountycd.org.

Feb 16

Seed Swap/Potluck/Story Share,
6 p.m.–8 p.m. Register for exact
location. For more information
contact Micaela at micaelac@
piercecountycd.org.

Feb 24

Agriculture Roundtable
Breakfast Club, 9 a.m.–10 a.m.,
Tim’s Kitchen. For more information
contact Chrissy at christinec@
piercecountycd.org.

Jan 6 & 7

Cascadia Grains Conference.
For more information visit:
www.cascadiagrains.com.

Jan 14

Feeding Sprouted
Fodder to Horses,
2 p.m.–4 p.m. Register for
exact location. For more
information contact Rene at
renes@piercecountycd.org.

Jan 16

MLK Day/UPS Day of Caring,
9 a.m.–12 p.m.,
McKinley Business District,
Tacoma. For more information
contact Caleb at calebm@
piercecountycd.org.

Jan 19, 26 & 28 Habitat Stewardship Trainings,
Times and locations vary.
For more information
contact Melissa at melissab@
piercecountycd.org.
Jan 21

Whittier Park Stewardship
Work Party, 9 a.m.–12 p.m.
Register for exact location.
For more information
contact Belinda at belindap@
piercecountycd.org.

Jan 27

Agriculture Roundtable
Breakfast Club, 9 a.m.–10 a.m.,
Tim’s Kitchen. For more
information contact Chrissy at
christinec@piercecountycd.org.

Jan 28

Meeker Creek Restoration,
9 a.m. – 12 p.m. Register
for exact location. For more
information contact Caleb at
calebm@piercecountycd.org.

Who We Are:
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Jeanette Dorner, Chair
Scott Gruber, Vice-Chair
David Seago, Auditor
Sheila Wynn, Member
Dr. Brian Sullivan, Member
DISTRICT STAFF
Melissa Buckingham, Water Quality
Improvement and Monitoring Program Director
Chrissy Cooley, Agriculture Community
of Interest Coordinator
Micaela Cooley, Urban Agriculture
Education and Outreach Coordinator
Selena Corwin, Senior Finance and
Administrative Director
Mason Durfee, Program Specialist
Terry Erker, Financial Assistant
Sofia Gidlund, Key Peninsula, Gig Harbor,
and Islands Watershed Program Manager
Jayme Gordon, Habitat Improvement and
Environmental Education Program Director
Joel Eklof, AmeriCorps Intern
Kathryn Mahan, Budget and Fund
Development Coordinator
Kristen McIvor, Urban Agriculture
and Local Access Program Director
Ryan Mello, Executive Director
Renee Meschi, Program Specialist
Caleb Mott, Water Quality Assistant
Belinda Paterno, Water Quality Technician
Isabel Ragland, Water Quality
Monitoring Program Manager
Kate Terpstra, Habitat Improvement Coordinator
Wolky Samboy-Hillyer, AmeriCorps Service Member
René Skaggs, Farm Planning and
Agricultural Assistance Program Director
Chris Towe, Habitat Improvement and
Environmental Education Program Coordinator
Allan Warren, Communications
& Development Manager
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
Puyallup Field Office
(253) 845-9272

Our Sponsors
The Pierce Conservation District would like to
thank businesses who have helped sponsor the
publication of The Tahoma View. If you or your
business would like to become a sponsor please
call (253) 845-9770.
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Pierce County Conservation District &
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Printed on paper containing 50% recycled fiber content
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CONSERVATION ACROSS PIERCE COUNTY

Upcoming Events..
• Annual Native
Plant Sale
• District Board of
Supervisors Election
• Annual Meeting

The Tahoma View is published quarterly.
Call (253) 845-9770 or email info@
piercecountycd.org to receive this
free publication, or if you wish to be
removed from the mailing list. | Pierce
Conservation District is a subdivision of
state government created to promote the
conservation of natural resources in Pierce
County. | Pierce Conservation District
programs are available to all without
discrimination.
Editor: Allan Warren

