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Grant Award to Help Harvest Pierce
County Focus on Diversity
District staff, and especially our Harvest
Pierce County team, are excited about
a new opportunity to focus on making
our programs more inclusive for constituents throughout Pierce County who
are non-English speakers. A $50,000
grant from the National Association
of Conservation Districts, sponsored
by the National Resource Conservation
Service (NRCS), is going to allow for
the translation of outreach and education materials into multiple languages,
interpreter services at workshops and
events, and the recruitment of a team

of bi-lingual local community members
to help our HPC team reach out to
historically underserved citizens.
The District had identified the need
to focus on diversity outreach in our
recently finish 2016 – 2020 Strategic
Plan, but this grant allows us to get
started on this important work much
earlier than we anticipated. Though a
long term initiative, the grant funds
are for one year and so to start, HPC
(continued on page 3)
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Representatives from Tacoma Community College (TCC) and Harvest Pierce County (HPC)
pose next to the bilingual sign at the TCC Community Garden, which is primarily tended by
Moldovan, Ukrainian, and Russian gardeners. In 2016, HPC worked in partnership with TCC
and the gardeners to come up with an inclusive and sustainable leadership structure.
Pictured (from left): TCC Director of Facilities Greg Randall, TCC Director of Marketing and
Communication Tamyra Howser, Harvest Pierce County Program Director Kristen McIvor,
Harvest Pierce County Program Coordinator Micaela Cooley, and Harvest Pierce County
Program Specialist Renee Meschi. (Photo courtesy of Jefferson Mok.)

(Sidebar photo) About 50 volunteers helped Depave an area of the McKinley Business District last year in
Tacoma. We’re hoping for just as great of a volunteer turnout for this fall’s Depave event at the Thompson
and Yakima Y! Details inside.
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Conservation Corner
CONTACT US:
PIERCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT
Phone: (253) 845-9770
Fax: (253) 845-4569
Toll Free: (866) 845-9485
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(253) 278-6215
EMAIL/WEB:
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www.piercecountycd.org
www.piercecountycd.org/streamteam
MAIL:
P.O. Box 1057
Puyallup, WA 98371
OFFICE LOCATION:
5430 66th Avenue East
Puyallup, WA 98371

Like us on Facebook

District Welcomes New
Water Quality Team Member!
Belinda Paterno joined the Pierce
Conservation District in late May
of 2016. As our new Water Quality
Technician, she manages the volunteer
water quality monitoring program and
coordinates streamside restoration
projects. Her favorite part of the job
is working with volunteers to connect
them with their local watershed.
Belinda grew up in Western Washington and spent weeks during the
summer months traveling to different national parks with her parents.
Experiencing firsthand the beauty
of nature and wanting to learn more
about the environment led Belinda to
earn a B.A. in Environmental Studies from the University of Montana
and a M.S. in Environmental Science
from Washington State University.
During breaks from college Belinda
honed her field skills at the Washington
State University Extension Center in
Puyallup working in farm maintenance,
sustainable agriculture, plant pathology, and biocontrol for noxious weeds.
Belinda also has a background in
environmental education with experi-

Join Belinda for
Our Upcoming
Stewardship
Planting
(Sidebar photo) Volunteers make so much
of our work possible, as these volunteers
did at a Camp Murray planting event last
year. Help us continue this important
work on October 1st!
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To RSVP for this event
contact Belinda Paterno:
(253) 845-9770 x109
belindap@piercecountycd.org

Belinda is pictured here surveying for
amphibian egg masses at Snake Lake
for the Tacoma Nature Center.

ence at the Mercer Slough Environmental Education Center in Bellevue and at
the Tacoma Nature Center. She worked
with preschoolers through adults
teaching and sharing about the wonders of nature. In her spare time, she
enjoys hiking, camping, and running
in the beautiful Pacific Northwest.

Hardy volunteers needed to help
plant trees and shrubs along Murray
Creek on Camp Murray on Saturday,
October 1st from 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
The digging is tough – the soil is
loaded with rocks, but the reward is
worth it. Murray Creek is home to a
run of kokanee salmon that spend
their entire lives in Murray Creek
and American lake, never reaching
salt water. These plants will increase
canopy cover and keep the kokanee
stream water cool and clean.

Annual Native Plant Sale:
Pre-Order Now Until January 20 for Pick-Up March 3 & 4, 2017
The District offers almost 30 native tree
and shrub species for home landscapes
and conservation purposes, including:
naturescaping (low-water requirement
landscapes), rain garden installations,
wildlife enhancement, reforestation,
wetland and stream enhancement, and
erosion control, as well as landscaping
around homes and farms. Native plants
have specifically evolved to grow in the
soils, topography, and climate of western
Washington. Because of this, there
are many advantages to native plants,
including greater resistance to pests,
better ability to withstand wet winters
and dry summers, and overall lower
maintenance requirements. Conservation
districts across the nation promote the
use of native plants for these reasons
and the many other positive influences

they have on our environment. These
bare root plants have well-developed
roots and are easy to handle, transport
and plant. We strive to provide you with
large quantities of high quality and
affordable bare root trees, shrubs, and
other plants, as well as tree protector
tubes and Plantskydd animal repellant.
(See pages 4 and 5 for plant descriptions
and order form.)

Baldhip Rose
Photo credit: The Wild Garden, www.nwplants.com

CONTACT
Order online at:
www.piercenativeplantsale.com
Or request an order form
by contacting Kate:
(253) 845-9770 x 108
katet@piercecountycd.org

Volunteers Needed!
The plant sale would not be possible without volunteer assistance! We will
need help assembling plant orders February 27-March 2, and on the pick-up
days which are March 3-4. Volunteers will receive a bundle of plants of their
choice as a thank-you, and of course, coffee and donuts! Please contact
Kate to get more information and to sign-up.

Maidenhair Fern
Photo credit: The Wild Garden, www.nwplants.com

(“Grant Award to Help Harvest Pierce County Focus on Diversity” continued from page 1)
staff will focus efforts on five targeted community gardens, and their
associated non-English languages:
• Kandle – (Russian/Ukrainian)
• Swan Creek Park – (Vietnamese, Khmer, Spanish, Korean,
Russian, Somali, Thai)
• Tacoma Community
College – (Russian/Ukrainian)
• Viet Huong – (Vietnamese)
• Salishan – (Vietnamese, Khmer,
Spanish, Korean, Russian, Somali, Thai)

Each of these gardens are in areas
that the US Department of Agriculture
defines as food deserts, meaning that
these community members suffer from
lack of access to fresh and healthy food
and many of them rely on our community gardens to help provide that
access. Yet, language barriers prevent
many of the people who need access to
our gardens from participating. This initiative will break down those barriers.
What’s more, this project will also
help better connect our Harvest team
with local staff for NRCS to leverage

more resources to help our community
gardens throughout Pierce County
gain access to things like cisterns and
hoop houses, which will help extend
the growing season and provide even
greater access to healthy food.

CONTACT
For more information about this
initiative, contact Renee Meschi:
reneeme@piercountycd.org
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COMMON NAME
GENUS SPECIES

HEIGHT

CLASSIFICATIONS

HABITAT & GROWTH CHARACTERISTICS, TYPICAL USES & DESCRIPTION

CONIFER TREES
Douglas Fir

Pseudotsuga menziesii
Grand Fir

Well-drained soils. Used for windbreaks, firewood, and lumber. Fastest growing
and most common conifer in western Washington.

250’

Moist to dry sites. Used as Christmas trees, lumber. Fragrant, symmetrical tree.
Rapid growth. 5-10 cm. green cones borne upright on branches.
Moist to dry sites.  Used as Christmas trees, lumber. Bluish-green needles.
10-15 cm. cones borne upright on branches. Symmetrical tree.
Moist to wet sites. Pendulous branches and an often slightly twisted trunk. The
foliage is in flat sprays, with dark green, scale-leaves.
Prefers moist soils and seepage areas. Lumber. Striking, 3-6” purple cones on
female trees borne upright on branches.
Prefers moist soils. Used for lumber, firewood. Majestic J-shaped branches. Does
not tolerate full sun when young.
Found in moist valleys to fairly open and dry slopes. Straight, symmetrical tree
with 3-4” light bluish-green needles in bundles of 5.

250’

Abies grandis
Noble Fir

250’

Abies procera
Alaskan Yellow Cedar       New!

Chamaecyparis nootkatensis
Pacific Silver Fir

165’
150’

Abies amabilis

Western Red Cedar

150’

Thuja plicata

Western White Pine  

Pinus monticola

100’

BROADLEAF TREES
Douglas Maple

Dry ridges to moist but well-drained seepage sites. Young twigs reddish. Leaves
yellowish-orange to crimson in fall. Good small landscape tree.
Wet to dry sites. Fruit, leaves, and twigs provide wildlife food. Shiny reddishbrown bark. White flowers. Human edible but tart fruit.
Found in moist open places, forest edges, and riparian areas. Human edible
dark purple berries. 1.5” thorns provide protection for birds.
From wet to dry soils. Good riparian restoration species and yard tree. Berries
favored by birds. Beautiful crown.
Dry, rocky slopes or bluffs, or deep, rich, well-drained soil along seasonal
creeks. Can tolerate flash floods. Acorns provide wildlife food.
Boggy to well-drained soils. White to copper brown bark peels in papery strips.  
Leaves have golden color in fall.

35’

Acer glabrum
Bitter Cherry

Prunus emarginata
Black Hawthorn

Crataegus douglasii
Cascara

Rhamnus purshiana
Oregon White Oak

20-50’
15’
30’
60’

Quercus garryana
Paper Birch

90’

Betula papyrifera

SHRUBS
Red Osier Dogwood

Wet stream banks to well-drained soils. White clustered flowers with bright red
twigs in winter. Tolerates pruning so good for landscaping.
Wet to dry areas. Tall and rangy in shade and compact in the sun.  Seeds provide wildlife food and stems provide deer browse. Vibrant fall colors.
Somewhat moist to dry sites. Chains of pink flowers are a hummingbird magnet
in early spring. Fruit eaten by birds.
Moist to saturated soil conditions. Great for stream bank restoration. Tall,
spindly shrub or multi-stemmed small tree with velvety twigs.
Small tree or multi stemmed shrub. Great wildlife species; human edible nuts
are eaten by Steller’s Jays and squirrels.
Found in moist woodlands and clearings. White clustered flowers, human edible
black fruit, and attractive green leaves that have reddish fall color.
Found in moist to wet habitats. Thorny hrub good for wildlife, hedgerows, and
barrier plantings. Sweet-tasting black fruit is edible.
Found in wet sites, but can do well in drier sites. Several small clustered light
pink flowers. Spreading habit. Provides wildlife food and cover.
Moist to dry sites. Climbing vine or loose groundcover. Pink flowers and red
fruits. Hummingbirds attracted to flowers, and birds eat berries.
Moist to dry sites. Spreads by underground runners. Large, white fragrant flowers. Sweet, human edible purple, berry-like fruit.
Moist coniferous forests and openings, and bogs. Pinkish flowers appear before
or with the leaves. Large, human edible, blue-black berries.
Prefers shady, humus-rich sites in forests and along stream banks. Lustrous
green, palmately branched leaves on black stems.
Low trailing plant. Moist forests, openings, meadows, and bogs. Flowers similar
to but smaller than Pacific dogwood. Human edible red berries.

15’

Cornus stolonifera
Vine Maple

30’

Acer circinatum
Red Flowering Currant

Ribes sanguineum
Scouler’s Willow

3-8’
6-40’

Salix scouleriana
Beaked Hazelnut

Corylus cornuta v. californica
Oval Leaved Viburnum

Viburnum ellipticum

Black/Wild Gooseberry       New!

Ribes divaricatum
Pea Fruit Rose      

2-20’
5-7’
3-7’
4-8’

Rosa pisocarpa

Hairy Honeysuckle       New!

Lonicera hispidula
Serviceberry

Amelanchier alnifolia
Blue Huckleberry     

Vaccinium ovalifolium
Maidenhair Fern

Adiantum pedatum
Bunchberry

Up to 6’
6-15’
To 5’
15-60 cm.
5-25 cm.

Cornus canadensis

GROUND COVERS
Kinnikinnick

Arctostaphylos uva-ursi
Salal

2-7’

Gaultheria shallon
Woods Strawberry

4”

Fragaria vesca

Creeping Oregon Grape

Mahonia repens

Tree Tubes and Stakes
Plantskydd Animal Repellant

LEGEND:

Well-drained soils. Spreads by rooting branches. Good for erosion control. Red
berries provide wildlife food and are human edible.
Dry soils. Spreads by suckering. Good for erosion control. Human edible black
berries provide wildlife food. Glossy leaves.
Moist, well-drained soils in forests and clearings. Small white flowers and sweet
berries which are human edible. Spreads by stolons.
Moist, well-drained soils. Upright shrub spreads by rhizomes. Yellow flowers and
human edible berries provide wildlife food.

20 cm.

Full sun   

12-18”
24”

Protects seedlings from rodent, deer, and trimmer damage.
A very effective odor-based herbivore repellant. It lasts three to four months
during the growing season and up to six months during the winter.

1 Lb.

Partial shade   

Shade   

Evergreen   

Deciduous   

Flowers   

Fruit   

Seeds   

Rain Garden   

Slope

2017 26th Annual Native Plant Sale Pre-Order Form
NAME____________________________________________________ PHONE____________________
ADDRESS________________________________________________________ ZIP________________

PIERCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT
P.O. Box 1057
Puyallup, WA 98371

EMAIL ADDRESS__________________________________________________
New Customer? Yes No If yes, how did you hear about the sale?___________________________________
Would you like to be added to the District’s newsletter mailing list? Yes No

(253) 845-9770 ext. 108
katet@piercecountycd.org
www.piercecountycd.org

Pre-orders accepted now until January 20, 2017, for pick up on March 3 & 4, 2017 at 5430 66th Ave. E. in Puyallup.  You can also order on-line
at www.piercenativeplantsale.com. If you miss the pre-order deadline, you can purchase plants at the walk-up sale Saturday, March 4 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
here at our office. Due to the fragile nature of bare root plants, orders not picked up on the specified dates will be donated to local non-profits
on Tuesday, March 8 at noon. There are no refunds for plant orders not picked up. These are conservation grade native plants.

SPECIES

SIZE

PRICE PER BUNDLE

QUANTITY

(# of bundles)

SUBTOTAL

CONIFER TREES					
Douglas Fir
Grand Fir
Noble Fir
Alaskan Yellow Cedar   
Pacific Silver Fir
Western Red Cedar
Western White Pine

12”+ Bare Root
12”+ Bare Root
12”+ Bare Root
12”+ Bare Root
6” Bare Root
12”+ Bare Root
12”+ Bare Root

10 Trees for $7.22
10 Trees for $7.22
10 Trees for $10.94
10 Trees for $15.32
10 Trees for $10.94
10 Trees for $12.03
10 Trees for $12.03

12”+ Bare Root
12”+ Bare Root
12”+ Bare Root
12”+ Bare Root
12”+ Bare Root
12”+ Bare Root

5 Trees for $7.11
5 Trees for $7.11
5 Trees for $7.11
5 Trees for $7.11
5 Trees for $9.85
5 Trees for $7.11

12”+ Bare Root
12”+ Bare Root
12”+ Bare Root
36” Cuttings
6-12”+ Bare Root
12-18”+ Bare Root
12-18”+ Bare Root
12”+ Bare Root
4” Plugs
12”+ Bare Root
4” Plugs
4” Plugs
4” Plugs

5 Shrubs for $7.11
5 Shrubs for $7.11
5 Shrubs for $7.11
5 Shrubs for $7.11
5 Shrubs for $10.39
5 Shrubs for $7.11
5 Shrubs for $5.47
5 Shrubs for $7.11
5 Shrubs for $11.92
5 Shrubs for $7.11
5 Shrubs for $17.04
5 Shrubs for $16.08
5 Shrubs for $16.08

4” Plugs
4” Plugs
4” Plugs
12-18”+ Bare Root

10 Plants for $21.66
10 Plants for $21.66
10 Plants for $22.48
10 plants for $16.41

24”

10 Tubes/Stakes for $20.79

BROADLEAF TREES
Douglas Maple
Bitter Cherry
Black Hawthorn
Cascara
Oregon White Oak
Paper Birch

SHRUBS
Red Osier Dogwood
Vine Maple
Red Flowering Currant  
Scouler’s Willow
Beaked Hazelnut
Oval Leaved Viburnum
Black/Wild Gooseberry     New!
Pea Fruit Rose
Hairy Honeysuckle     New!
Serviceberry
Blue Huckleberry       
Maidenhair Fern      
Bunchberry

GROUND COVERS
Kinnikinnick       
Salal
Woods Strawberry        
Creeping Oregon Grape     New!

EXTRAS
Tree Tubes & Stakes

Plantskydd Animal Repellent   1 lb. Soluble Powder Concentrate

1 Box for $25.16

Please complete the above order form and mail it and your payment to:  Pierce Conservation District,
TOTALP.O. Box 1057, Puyallup, WA 98371 by January 30, 2017.  Please call Kate Terpstra at (253) 845-9770, All prices include tax
ext. 108 with any questions or to place special orders of species not listed.  Purchase Orders accepted.
Orders received by December 31, 2016 will be entered into a drawing for a free prize. Visit http://www.
wnps.org/landscaping/herbarium/index.html for more information on the plants listed for sale.

Habitat Improvement
District Welcomes
New Habitat
Improvement
Coordinator!
Kate Terpstra joined the District in June
as the new Habitat Improvement Coordinator. This position, previously held by
Bill Simper, largely involves coordinating
knotweed eradication and native revegetation projects. She will also manage the
District’s Annual Native Plant Sale, and
is currently in the process of developing
new habitat monitoring and restoration
projects and programs for the District.
“I have been looking forward to settling
into a more permanent position such as
this one, and I am especially excited to
be working with such a great organization and community here,” Kate said.
Kate brings with her years of habitat restoration, biological monitoring, community engagement, and leadership experience. She fell in love with the world of
ecology and conservation during her
studies at the University of Washington
in Seattle, derailing her former ambitions to become a doctor, and received
a Bachelor’s of Science in Biology with
a concentration in Ecology, Evolution
& Conservation. Kate has worked in a
wide variety of positions since then,
including four terms in AmeriCorps.
At EarthCorps, a non-profit based in
Seattle, she spent years implementing
restoration projects for various organizations all throughout Puget Sound as a
field crew member, volunteer coordinator, and crew supervisor; respectively.
(Sidebar photo) A Pacific ninebark in the hedgerow
planted April 2016 at Four Elements Farm near
Orting is doing well during its first summer. Site
stewards like Greg and Susan Harris help keep
tabs on how planting projects are doing, perform
light maintenance, and let us know if more work is
needed to ensure the planting’s success.
(Photo courtesy of Susan Harris.)
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Kate is seen here with a female mallard
duck at Turnbull National Wildlife Refuge, where she captured and surveyed
waterfowl, among various other wildlife
and habitat monitoring work there,
in order to track the population and
migration patterns.

She also comes with experience from
Snohomish County Surface Water
Management, where she interned with
their Salmon Habitat Team, and later
returned as the Native Plant Program
Assistant to coordinate their knotweed
program, other restoration projects,
volunteers, and the native plant
nursery. She’s also had the pleasure of
working at a penguin research facility and a National Wildlife Refuge.
One of her favorite parts of her job is
engaging with a variety of landowners
and organizations to effect change
over an entire watershed, and being
able to see improved natural resources
and habitats as a result of that work.
“In my first year at EarthCorps, we
were actually contracted by the District
for a few months, and we pioneered
a lot of the knotweed treatment on
South Prairie Creek,” she said. “Managing the project now and seeing the
improvement since then has served as
a uniquely inspiring welcome to the
District and the impactful work we do.”
As a new resident of Pierce County, Kate
is excited to explore her new home.
Outside of work, she enjoys hiking,
dancing, learning the ukulele, and long
walks on the beach with her newly
adopted kitten (on leash, of course).

Fall Volunteer Opportunities...
Sumner Planting
OCTOBER 15, 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
Join us for a planting with the city of
Sumner where the White and Puyallup
Rivers meet! Native trees and shrubs
are being added to property adjacent to
the city’s wastewater treatment plant
to enhance habitat, and volunteers are
needed to help with the planting.

Site Stewards Tend
to Habitat Plantings
For the past several years, PCD has
had the pleasure of working with PCC
Farmland Trust to install a hedgerow
and enhance a riparian buffer at the
historic Reise farm near Orting (now
known as Four Elements Farm). The
first 700’ of hedgerow was installed in
the spring of 2014; another 1000’ was

planted this past spring. In between,
volunteers planted 820 trees and shrubs
along Ball Creek, a tributary to the
Puyallup River whose headwaters start
on this property. And how, you might
ask, are all these plants doing?
Fortunately, site stewards Susan and
Greg Harris, working through PCC Farmland Trust, with support from PCD, visit
the site at least once a quarter to check
on the condition of the plants they and
many others have helped plant. Their
latest visit was to the hedgerow in
July, and they are happy to report that
although thick with horsetails, these
plants are doing great! Some blackberry
vines were noted, and will hopefully be
pulled when Greg and Susan return for
their fall monitoring visit. They’ve also

taken a peek at the plants along Ball
Creek, and have let PCC Farmland Trust
know that those plants are doing well,
too, but the grass and other weeds need
to be tamped down.
If you are interested in adopting a planting site, checking in on it periodically,
and doing some light maintenance to
keep the plants healthy, let us know!

CONTACT
For more information about
any of these opportunities,
please contact Jayme Gordon:
(253) 845-9770 ext. 102
jaymeg@piercecountycd.org

The volunteer-planted hedgerow at
Four Elements Farm near Orting
(nee’ the historic Reise Farm)
benefits from quarterly visits from
site stewards Susan and Greg
Harris. Susan and Greg help by
straightening tree tubes, pushing
back weeds, and keeping tabs
on the general condition of the
planting. (Photo courtesy of PCC
Farmland Trust.)
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Harvest Pierce County
Harvest Pierce County Fall Events
Community Garden
Roundtable & Potluck:
Facilitating Community Meetings
Wednesday, SEPTEMBER 7
6–8 p.m.
Parkland/Spanaway library
13718 Pacific Ave S,
Tacoma, WA 98444
Join fellow community gardeners of
Pierce County for quarterly potlucks
to share, learn, and connect. Tonight’s
topic will cover tried and true tips for
facilitating a community meeting. We
will go over transparent decision making processes and how to have an inclusive and efficient meeting. Event is free
and open to anyone interested in learning more about growing in community.

Harvest Tour:
Explore Tacoma's Food Shed
Saturday, SEPTEMBER 10
9 a.m.–2 p.m.
Explore the food-shed of Tacoma at
Harvest Pierce County’s annual Harvest
Tour! Board our magical school bus as
we explore urban farms, food forests,
community gardens, and farmers
markets. Lunch is included. Space is
limited, so please reserve your seat
today! Once you RSVP, you will receive
detailed email of where to meet.

CONTACT
For more information,
contact Micaela Cooley:
micaelac@piercecountycd.org

Harvest season is in full effect at the Veggie Co-op Farm. Volunteer work crews
are out at the farm daily helping harvest and weed, while enjoying the sunny
summer weather the fruits of their labor!
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On the Farm
Fall Farm and Home
Educational Opportunities
Horse Farm Tour
Saturday, OCTOBER 22, 1-3 p.m.
Graham
Visit a property that is far from the
typical 5-acre horse farm. Through
intensive management of all aspects
of the farm, the property owners are
able to provide more grass than their
four horses could ever consume in
any given grazing season. You will
see winter mud-free paddocks with
a drainage and sump pump system
installed to fight an unfavorable
slope, manure storage and composting structures that produce nutrient
amendments for the pastures, and a
rotational grazing system to make the
most of their limited pasture acreage.

Fertilizing with Manure and
Other Organic Amendments
Thursday, NOVEMBER 17, 1-3 p.m.
Allmendinger Center, WSU- Puyallup
Are you thinking about using manure
to fertilize your farm but want more
information? Properly managed manure
applications recycle nutrients to crops,
improve soil quality, and protect water
quality. From deciding whether manure
is right for your farm, to learning how
to calibrate manure applications, this
class takes you through the process
of fertilizing with manure and other
organic amendments. Instructed by
Andy Bary, WSU- Puyallup.

CONTACT
Please contact René Skaggs to
register for any of these classes:
(253) 845-9770 x 106
renes@piercecountycd.org

Cost Share Available
to Implement Resource
Improvement Projects
If you have been wanting to make
improvements on your farm such as
installing gutters on your barn and
footing material in your livestock paddocks to eliminate mud in the winter,
or constructing a manure storage structure in which to compost your livestock’s waste, or building cross fencing
to facilitate a rotational grazing system,
but need a little financial assistance
in order to make those projects happen, the district can provide financial
assistance in the form of cost share.
Take advantage of the dry weather to
get construction projects done, and
while we have money available to
help, so give René or Sofia
a call for more information
on eligible practices so you
can start improving your farm’s
production while protecting natural resources.

Don’t forget about the farm
equipment and services
provided by the District:
First one’s free soil
sampling for pastures,
hay fields, and
commercial crops
Manure spreader rental
Poultry processing
unit rental
Electric fence
construction tool loan
Hay probe loan
Manure Share Program

Calendula Farm
Work Parties
SEPTEMBER 12,
OCTOBER 10, and
NOVEMBER 7,
from 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
Calendula Farm is piloting a farm
work party program this fall, inviting volunteers to come help out on
the farm and in exchange, receive
a farm share package of seasonally available goods produced on
the farm. Three dates available:
September 12, October 10, and
November 7, from 10:00 a.m.
–2:00 p.m. Visit our online
calendar of events to sign up:
www.piercecd.org/calendar.aspx.
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Water Quality Improvement
KGI Stream Monitor Workshop
The district will hold a stream monitoring workshop on Saturday, October
15th, from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. This
workshop is open to anyone interested
in becoming a stream monitor or learning more about water quality sampling.
The training will cover why we monitor,
water quality testing, flow measurements, and habitat assessment, with
time provided for participants to practice
sampling techniques. The training will
also include E. coli testing for bacterial
contamination. October 18th is also the
44th Anniversary of the modern Clean
Water Act of 1972. This federal law helps
protect our water from pollution and
ensure water quality standards for surface waters. What better way to celebrate
than participate in stream monitoring!

Fall Stream
Monitoring
Schedule
Quarterly monitors: schedule
monitoring session between Sept.
21, 2016 and Dec. 14, 2016.
Bimonthly monitors: Monitor stream
site September and November
All stream monitors: Don’t forget
to complete a habitat assessment
form for your stream site anytime
between August and October.

To register for the stream monitoring
workshop, please contact Belinda Paterno (contact info below). Directions to
the workshop location and other information will be sent upon registration.
If you cannot attend this training,
please contact Belinda to schedule
a time to meet.

CONTACT
To register for the stream
monitoring workshop please
contact Belinda Paterno:
(253) 845-9770 x109
belindap@piercecountycd.org

Once trained, volunteers will then be
assigned to a stream site of
their choosing and can begin
sampling at their convenience.
Data collected by stream monitors is periodically shared with
partner jurisdictions.  Volunteer
stream monitors play a key role
in stream stewardship by raising
awareness of pollution problems
and providing water quality
data that the community can
use to protect local streams.  
The workshop will be held out
in the Key Peninsula area to
highlight the need for stream
monitors in the watershed.
The Key Peninsula-Gig HarborIslands (KGI) watershed covers
an area of 158 sq. miles, and
has 179 miles of shoreline. Many
of the streams are relatively
short and flow directly into
the Sound. The watershed
is also home to a number of
commercial and recreational
(Sidebar photo) Former District employee
Chris Goodman helps monitor Donkey Creek
in the KGI Watershed.
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shellfish beds that can be impacted by
poor water quality from nearby streams.

Stream monitors performing water quality
tests to determine local stream health.

Local Water Quality Data
In the Spotlight: Creeks Highlighted this Quarter
Purdy Creek Stream Monitors:
Dwight Mason, Jack Coberly, Forest Lane
Huge Creek Stream Monitor:
Ed & Donna Bachmann
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Purdy Creek is located in the Key Peninsula-Gig
Harbor-Islands watershed and flows approximately
3.5 miles from its headwaters in Kitsap County to
Burley Lagoon. Purdy supports runs of coho and
chum salmon. Volunteer collected data for Purdy
Creek beginning in 2014 is displayed on the graph
above. The state standard for dissolved oxygen
levels (blue dashed lines) and water temperature
(green dashed lines) are also displayed on the
graph. Water temperature in Purdy Creek met the
state standard during this timeframe. There several
instances of low dissolved oxygen (red bars) in
Purdy Creek during this time. The low dissolved
oxygen levels occurred during summer and early fall
when flows tend to be low.

Huge Creek is located in the Key Peninsula-Gig Harbor-Islands
watershed and flows just under four miles from its headwaters to
its confluence with Minter Creek. Huge Creek supports runs of coho
salmon, cutthroat trout. Volunteer collected data beginning in 2013
is displayed in the graph above. The state standard for dissolved
oxygen levels (blue dashed lines) and water temperature (green
dashed lines) are also displayed on the graph. Water temperatures
in Huge Creek met state standards during this time frame. There
were several instances of low dissolved oxygen levels (red bars).
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Water Quality Improvement
Rain Barrels
Rain barrels are an excellent method to
harvest rain for home use. Rainwater
harvesting captures stormwater runoff
from your roof and the water can then
be used on your garden and lawn areas.
It has been estimated that 30,000 gallons of stormwater runs off of an average 2,000 square foot roof every year.
There is a lot of potential to capture
this rain water and re-use for watering
purposes. It is legal in Washington
State to capture rainwater for personal
use based on a 2009 Interpretative
Policy Statement by the Department of
Ecology. It is recommended to not use
(Sidebar photo) Local residents learn how to build
their own rain barrels at one of the many rain
barrel workshops the District hosts throughout the
year. Subscribe to our online calendars to keep
track of when new workshops are announced!

Dig into Depave
After being nominated 3 times by community members we are finally tackling
the two ugly triangle asphalt islands
on S Yakima Ave between S 46th and
S 48th in Tacoma. In partnership with
the City of Tacoma, Tacoma’s Innovative Grant, Tacoma’s SPLASH grant,
and community volunteers we will be
removing up to 5,000 sqft of cracked
pavement and replacing it with trees
and shrubs. If you are interested in
helping busting up the space, join us
on October 1, from 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
(lunch to follow). Volunteers are also
welcome to help plant the space on
October 22, from 9 a.m.-12 p.m.

CONTACT
To RSVP please contact Melissa:
melissab@piercecountycd.org
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collected stormwater to water edible
plants because of potential impurities
from roofing materials. The Pierce
Conservation District holds several rain
barrel workshops yearly, so check our
calendar for upcoming events.

CONTACT
If you have questions about
rain barrels, please contact
Melissa or Jayme:
melissab@piercecountycd.org
jaymeg@piercecountycd.org

Stewardship Planting Events
Interested in participating in fall stewardship events? Ready to get dirty for habitat stewardship?
There are two opportunities to be involved with on-going stewardship projects.

Meeker Creek

2nd Annual Green Puyallup Day

We need help with on-going stewardship at Meeker Creek in Puyallup. We
are holding a work party on Saturday,
October 29th from 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
Meeker Creek does not meet water
quality standards for temperature or
dissolved oxygen and has elevated levels of sediment. To create better water
quality conditions and improve salmon
habitat the City of Puyallup has taken
the straightened stream and put meanders back to create more natural stream
conditions. Work today helps to improve
habitat for desirable plants and animals.

Growing since last year’s event, this
Green Puyallup Day will host work
parties at 3 separate locations across
Puyallup on November 5th. Join us at
either Meeker Creek, Silver Creek, or
Bradley Lake Park to install new plantings in these important open spaces. All
work parties run from 9 a.m.–noon.

CONTACT
To RSVP for the Meeker Creek
planting contact Belinda Paterno:
(253) 845-9770 x109
belindap@piercecountycd.org
To RSVP for the Annual Green
Puyallup Day contact Melissa:
melissab@piercecountycd.org

Discounted Tree Sale
Urban trees are now understood to be a
central part of a green system and provide a range of benefits. Trees improve
our urban spaces by:

• Beautifies neighborhoods
• Reduces the urban heat
island effect
• Cleans the air
• Reduces polluted runoff

Volunteers working hard to plant native
trees and shrubs at Camp Murray.

• Provide shade that lengthens
the life of materials
With funding from the Puyallup
Watershed Initiative PCD is hosting a
Discounted Tree Sale. We are offering 9
tree varieties for $20 each. Trees will be
available in the fall, when the weather
is best to install a new tree, and each
tree will come with a FREE watering
bag, compost, and mulch. Trees are
limited and are sold on a first-come
first-serve basis.

CONTACT
To reserve your tree, visit:
http://piercecd.org/377/
Discounted-Tree-Sale
Questions? Contact Melissa:
melissab@piercecountycd.org

Meeker Creek looking great after
volunteer restoration work.
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Come to learn more about:
How to design a rain garden
to achieve good drainage
Necessary soil
amendments and mulch
Typical rain garden plants,
grasses and groundcovers
PCD’s Cost-Share program
and how to participate
to SAVE MONEY
FREE Property Assessment
FREE Rain Garden Design
FREE Plant Selection
Assistance
FREE Maintenance Plan

Homeowners all across Pierce County are
adding rain gardens into their landscaping
through the PCD Cost-Share program.

Rain Gardens and Trees:
For Landscape Function
and Beauty

OCTOBER 29, 10:30 a.m.–12 p.m.
EnviroHouse, Tacoma
RSVP via Tacoma’s EnviroHouse website
Rain Gardens (a shallow depression with special
soil and native or water-tolerant plants, designed
to capture and soak in runoff, filter pollutants
and protect nearby waterways) are becoming more
popular and we have a Cost-Share program to help
homeowners install one on their own property.

14

October

September
Sept 6, 13, 20

Nisqually Stream Stewards
Class, 6–8 p.m. Contact
NSS at (360) 438-8715 or
streamstewards@nisquallyriver.org
to register and receive directions.

Sept 7

Community Garden Roundtable &
Potluck: Facilitating Community
Meetings, 6–8 p.m. For more
info visit: harvestpiercecounty.
eventbrite.com.

Sept 10

Harvest Tour: Explore Tacoma’s
Food Shed, 9 a.m.–2 p.m.,
Meet up info available upon
registration. For more info visit:
harvestpiercecounty.eventbrite.com.

Sept 12

Calendula Farm Work Party and
Meal, 10 a.m.–2 p.m. Visit our online
calendar of events to sign up: www.
piercecd.org/calendar.aspx.

Sept 23

Agriculture Roundtable Breakfast
Club, 9 a.m.–10 a.m., Tim’s Kitchen.
For more info contact Chrissy at
christinec@piercecountycd.org.

Oct 1

Depave: Thompson and
Yakima Y, 10 a.m.–1 p.m. S
Yakima Ave between S 46th and
S 48th in Tacoma. For more info
contact Melissa at melissab@
piercecountycd.org.

Oct 1

Murray Creek Planting Party,
9 a.m.–12 p.m., Register for
exact location. For more info
contact Belinda at belindap@
piercecountycd.org.

Oct 1

Salmon Homecoming,
11 a.m.–3 p.m., Puyallup
Hatchery. For more info
contact Chris at christophert@
piercecountycd.org.

Oct 8

Orting Pumpkin Fest,
10 a.m .–6 p.m., Downtown
Orting. For more info contact
Chris at christophert@piercecountycd.org.

Oct 10

Calendula Farm Work Party,
10 a.m.–2 p.m. Visit our
online calendar of events to
sign up: www.piercecd.org/
calendar.aspx.

Oct 15

Sumner Planting, 9 a.m.–
12 p.m., Register for exact
location. For more info
contact Jayme at jaymeg@
piercecountycd.org.

Oct 15

North KGI Stream Monitor
Workshop, 9 a.m. –12 p.m.,
Register for exact location.
For more info contact
Belinda at belindap@
piercecountycd.org.

Oct 22

Horse Farm Tour, 1 p.m.–3 p.m.,
Register for exact location.
For more info contact René at
renes@piercecountycd.org.

Oct 22

Post Depave Planting,
9 a.m.–12 p.m., S Yakima Ave
between S 46th and S 48th
in Tacoma. For more info
contact Melissa at melissab@
piercecountycd.org.

Oct 28

Agriculture Roundtable
Breakfast Club, 9 a.m.–10 a.m.,
Tim’s Kitchen. For more
info contact Chrissy at
christinec@piercecountycd.org.

Oct 29

Meeker Creek Habitat
Stewardship Work Party,
9 a.m.–12 p.m. Cul-de-sac
at end of 18th Street SW,
Puyallup. For more info
contact Belinda at belindap@
piercecountycd.org.

November
Nov 5

2nd Annual Green Puyallup
Day, 9 a.m.–12 p.m. Register
for exact location. For more
info contact Melissa at
melissab@piercecountycd.org.

Nov 7

Calendula Farm Work Party,
10 a.m.–2 p.m. Visit our
online calendar of events to
sign up: www.piercecd.org/
calendar.aspx.

Nov 25

Agriculture Roundtable
Breakfast Club, 9 a.m.–10 a.m.,
Tim’s Kitchen. For more
info contact Chrissy at
christinec@piercecountycd.org.

Don’t Forget
It’s Still
Farmer’s
Market
Season!
www.piercecountyfresh.com

Oct 29

Rain Gardens and Trees for
Landscape Function and Beauty,
10:30 a.m.–12 p.m. EnviroHouse
at the Tacoma Recovery & Transfer
Center (Landfill). For more info
contact Melissa at melissab@
piercecountycd.org.
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publication of The Tahoma View. If you or your
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CONSERVATION ACROSS PIERCE COUNTY

Upcoming Events..
• Depave Thompson
and Yakima Y
• Annual Native Plant
Sale Pre-Orders
• 2nd Annual Green
Puyallup Day

Through a recently awarded grant from the Washington State Conservation Commission,
the District is happy to announce that we will be launching a Firewise program to help
private landowners prepare their properties in case of wildfire. To learn more about this
program, visit the New & Highlights section of our website. We will have more information about this initiative in the coming months with implementation projects taking
shape in the Spring and Summer of 2017.

The Tahoma View is published quarterly.
Call (253) 845-9770 or email info@
piercecountycd.org to receive this free
publication, or if you wish to be removed
from the mailing list. | Pierce Conservation
District is a subdivision of state government created to promote the conservation
of natural resources in Pierce County. |
Pierce Conservation District programs are
available to all without discrimination.
Editor: Allan Warren

