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Saving Energy on Farms
Are you a rural property owner
who dreams of reducing your carbon footprint? How about lower
energy bills? PCD is standing up a
new program to help farmers and
rural property owners do just that.  
Climate mitigation and adaptation is in
the 5 year Strategic Plan for the Conservation District. The changing climate
will have a dramatic impact on farming
in Pierce County, and PCD is preparing
to offer technical assistance to deal
with added resource constraints. PCD is
starting this brand new program with a
strategy to lower greenhouse emissions
from energy off of rural properties.  
To kick off the program, the Pierce
Conservation District has been awarded
a USDA Renewable Energy Development
Assistance (REDA) grant, with the opportunity to extend the grant services to our
neighboring counties, King and Thurston.
The grant funds technical assistance for
rural property owners with assessment of
renewable energy opportunities, and help
with Rural Energy for America Program
(Sidebar photo) Volunteers recently helped Depave
4,000sqft of asphalt at the Feast Art Center in
Tacoma, special thanks to Boeing Co. and The
Nature Conservancy for supporting this effort.

(REAP) grant applications, utility rebates,
and other options for bringing energy
conservation measures to your property.  
In the next year and a half, PCD has
a goal of getting 15 renewable energy
systems installed in the tri-county area.
More than that, 100 property owners
will receive a free energy audit. Between
conservation and the installation of
on-site renewable energy, PCD has a
goal of removing the equivalent of 50
homes worth of energy off of the grid.
With the help of this grant, partnerships with NW SEED and local utility companies, PCD will be offering
a series of workshops and public
resources on how to tell where the
biggest power draws are on your
property, and how to reduce them. The
first workshop will be on July 20th at
6pm at Pierce Conservation District.

CONTACT
If you would like to receive a
free energy audit, including
suggestions for renewable
energy options email Christine:
christinec@piercecountycd.org

• Summer Monitoring
Schedules
• Stream Monitoring
Training
• Macroinvertebrate
Sampling
• Local Water Quality Data
• Program Updates
• Be on the Lookout for
Alien Invaders

USDA Rural Energy Program managers look over Tahoma Farm’s solar installation, a product of a REAP grant.
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Conservation Corner
(Sidebar photo) A Plant Sale customer
happily picking out plants from our
partners at Woodbrook Nursery.

Russell Family Foundations Forestry COI
Annual Native Plant Sale:
26,740 plants sold to 582 Pre-Sale (169 more than
last year), and Numerous Walk-Up Sale Customers
A hearty thank you to native plant
enthusiasts who care about enhancing
our area’s landscape for the benefit
of its citizens and wildlife.  And a
heartfelt thank you to the 32 wonderful
volunteers who helped make the plant
sale possible- we couldn’t do it without you! A big thank you to: Sharon
Remagen, Sam Nohra, Rocky Hauge,
Chris Murphy, Allison Baur, Mary Taylor,
Dale Thompson, Jim Anderson, Hermine
Soler, Joyce and Dennis Anderson,
Brian Sullivan, Becky Dow and Family, Steve Kastama, John Hilsendeger,
Keith Chadd, Bill Brookreson, Julie
and Ron Nyborg, Terry Knight, Paul
Chromey, Sharon Jaimis-Graeme, Terry
Robbins, Mike Viafore, Terry Maves,
Patrick Ryan, Sue Leland, Chuck
Natsuhara, Taylor and Avery Skaggs.

Many thanks to Woodbrook Nursery
who was on hand both days providing
potted native plants species unavailable
through this year’s sale. Also back again
this year was Dan Borba from Natural
Rainwater, educating folks on the benefits of capturing and using rain water
in his rain barrels repurposed from food
grade plastic containers.  Through funding provided by the Puyallup Watershed
Initiative’s Forest Resources Roundtable
Community of Interest, 7- gallon potted
street trees and accompanying watering bags were available for sale at a
very low cost on the pick-up days.
Long-time plant sale customer Quahlee
Lassila of Chehalis was the lucky winner
of the drawing held for customers
who placed their orders early. Along
(continued on page 14)

CONTACT US:
PIERCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT
Phone: (253) 845-9770
Fax: (253) 845-4569
Toll Free: (866) 845-9485
HARVEST PIERCE COUNTY:
(253) 278-6215
EMAIL/WEB:
info@piercecountycd.org
streamteam@piercecountycd.org
www.piercecountycd.org
www.piercecountycd.org/streamteam
MAIL:
P.O. Box 1057
Puyallup, WA 98371
OFFICE LOCATION:
5430 66th Avenue East
Puyallup, WA 98371

Like us on Facebook
Long time Plant Sale volunteer, Keith Chadd, helps explain different plants and uses to
the owner/operator of Buckley’s newest wedding venue, Brookstrom Creek.
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Annual Meeting Highlights

What is a Rain Garden?

Over 150 Pierce Conservation District
supporters showed up for our 2016
Annual Meeting, another great turnout
for another great night of celebrating
conservation! Arista did a great job of
cooking up some delicious food to keep
everyone happy as we celebrated our
wonderful volunteers and partners.
With everyone’s bellies full, our Executive Director, Ryan Mello, provided a
rundown of our Top 10 accomplishments of the year. Lara Whitely Binder,
from the Climate Impacts Group gave
a presentation on the local impacts
we can expect from climate change.
2015 was a fantastic year and so far in
2016 we’re keeping the ball rolling!
The most important part of the night,
however was in acknowledging our
fantastic volunteers and supporting
partners. We got to hear from each of
them as we presented them with awards
that were handcrafted by local artists.

Micaela Cooley, HPC Program Coordinator, Ryan Mello, Executive Director, and Jeanette
Dorner, District Board Chairwoman, happily present Maralise Hood Quan, Executive Director
of the Center of Dialog & Resolution with our Partner of the Year award for their great work in
supporting Community Gardens as spaces for conflict resolution within communities.

PCD’S TOP 10 ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF 2015*

OUR 2015 AWARDEES:
Conservation
Practice of the Year

Pierce County Surface
Water Management:
Wetlands In-Lieu Fee Program,
Hans Hunger and Ann Boeholt

Educator of the Year

Dean Jackson:
Hilltop Urban Gardens

Elected Official of the Year

Representative J.T. Wilcox,
2nd District Yelm

Community Food Project
of the Year

Franklin Pierce School District:
Veggie Co-op - Sly Boskovich

Partner of the Year

Center for Dialog & Resolution

Volunteer of the Year

Nancy Henderson

Ernie Bay Lifetime
Achievement Award

Bill Sullivan

5 Year Volunteer
Commitment Recognition

John & Judy Bergvall
Ed Burrough
Jeanette Dorner
Andy Fritz
Dan Handa
Daniel, Linda, & Danielle Hull
Patricia James
Chuck Kirby
Terry Maves

5 Year Plant Sale
Recognition

Jim Anderson

#10
#9

Green Puyallup Partnership Formed
Installed 22 Best Management Practices with
Cooperators

#8

District completed the McKinley DePave Project:
7,000 square feet of pavement was removed
and replaced with over 2,500 trees and shrubs

#7

The District Surveyed and Treated 331 Acres
in the Nisqually & South Prairie Watersheds for
Invasive Japanese Knotweed

#6

District Coordinated 21 planting projects in
Pierce County resulting in 13,936 trees and
shrubs planted!

#5

Harvest Pierce County supported 76 community gardens throughout Pierce County leading
to 70,279 lbs of fresh food being donated

#4

Completed our 2016-2021 Strategic Plan –
visit PierceCD.org to get a copy

#3

State Legislature passed our bill to increase
our rate authority to fund District programs

#2

City of Bonney Lake joins Pierce Conservation
District service jurisdictions

#1

Launched Our New Website

*For a full picture of everything we accomplished in 2015,
pick up our 2015 Annual Report.
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Habitat Improvement
South Puget Sound Regional Envirothon
Two Pierce County
high school teams from
Eatonville and Tacoma’s
Science and Math Institute (SAMI) participated
in the 2016 South Puget
Sound Regional Envirothon competition on
May 5 at the Billy Frank
Jr. Nisqually National
Wildlife Refuge, testing their knowledge
of soils, aquatics,
forestry, wildlife, and
this year’s special topic:  
invasive species.
Designed to engage high school
students in environmental and
natural resource sciences, Envirothon teams are supported by
their local conservation districts,
and culminate in an international meet every summer with
teams from all 50 states, as well
as the Canadian provinces.

The Science and Math Institute B-Team won
the South Puget Sound Regional Envirothon
competition and went on to compete at the
state competition.

Congratulations to the SAMI-B team,
which won the regional event and
participated in the Washington State
competition in mid-May that was
hosted by the Palouse Conservation District in Anatone, WA.

Rain Barrel Workshops
This spring, the District partnered with Pierce County, as well as
the cities of Orting, Gig Harbor, and Buckley on a series of successful and popular rain barrel workshops.  Covering general rain barrel
uses, maintenance, and installation tips, the workshops culminate
in an opportunity for participants to assemble and take home their
very own rain barrel, ready to install and begin harvesting the rain!
Rain barrels (or other rain water catchment systems) are one
of many homeowner friendly ways individuals can make steps
to minimizing stormwater run-off that every year contributes non-point source pollution and localized flooding.

(Sidebar photo) The Gig Harbor Rain Barrel Workshop was one of six rain barrel workshops we held this
spring, resulting in over 150 rain barrels installed across Pierce County!
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Great Accomplishments this Spring!
Stream Restoration Planting
Wraps Up on Clarks Creek

Planting with PCC Farmland
Trust Extends Hedgerow 1000’

Boze Elementary
3rd Graders Lead the Way

Community volunteers and students
in this spring’s Washington Native
Plant Society Habitat Stewards class
worked through an unusually warm
spring morning on April 30 to complete
the restoration planting of a section of Clarks Creek near Puyallup.

Returning to the scene of much collaborative restoration work over the
past few years, the District and PCC
Farmland Trust, together with three
dozen hard working volunteers,
planted more than 300 native plants
at the historic Reise farm near Orting.
This planting extended the original
700’ hedgerow parallel to the Foothills Trail and SR-162 an additional
1000’ towards the city of Orting.  

PCD recently partnered with Boze
Elementary in Tacoma on an exciting component of their Project Based
Learning model. The 3rd graders learned
about plants, pollinators, and habitat
over the past few months from the
District’s environmental educators, local
landscapers, and WSU Master Gardeners. Their project culminated in the
planting of a roundabout in front of
their school that had previously been
dominated by weeds and litter. Thanks
to assistance from the City of Tacoma,
the roundabout was cleaned out and
funds were donated to purchase plants.  
Portland Avenue Nursery also donated
plants to the effort. The 3rd graders
researched the plant options and laid
them out in the roundabout. With
help from community volunteers and
local neighbors, over 150 plants were
put into the roundabout. The kids
were very proud of their work and are
determined to keep it looking nice and
free of litter. Most talked about how
they pass by this spot often and will
always be reminded of their hard work
as the roundabout blooms in a variety
of colors and buzzes with bees and
other pollinators. The last plant had
barely been put in the ground by the
time the bees had settled in, so their
work has already started to pay off.

Planting began at this site, owned
by the Puyallup Tribe of Indians, last
October. As the first 1200 trees and
shrubs began to establish in their new
home over the winter, another 600 were
installed at the downstream end of the
property to complete the transformation of approximately 900 linear feet
of stream from a near-monoculture of
reed canary grass to a diverse riparian
plant community of trees and shrubs.

As it matures, the native shrubs in
the hedgerow will provide benefits
to the organic crops planted in the
adjacent fields, not the least of which
is the attraction of native pollinators.
Check it out as you drive, bike, or
walk through this area in McMillin.

Volunteers helped
install another 600
plants along Clarks
Creek, bringing the
grand total to 1,800
plants installed,
transforming 900
linear feet of this
important salmon
stream!

Boze Elementary 3rd Graders planted 150+ plants!
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Harvest Pierce County
Become a Neighborhood
Harvest Leader or Fruit Scout!
Are you interested in leading fruit
tree harvests in your neighborhood or
learning how to assess fruit tree health?
The Harvest Pierce County Gleaning
Project is now recruiting Harvest Leaders and Fruit Scout volunteer leaders
for the 2016 season! Fruit Scouts
and Harvest leaders receive mileage
reimbursement and a $100 stipend.

responsible for taste testing the fruit
to make sure it’s ready for eating!

Harvest Leaders are the point person
leading volunteers on urban fruit
harvests and organizing logistics like
food bank drop off and record keeping.
Since all volunteers get to take home a
portion of the harvest, Harvest Leaders have access to
Fruit Scouts are
fresh fruit all season
volunteers who
“Whether you like to walk, long. This is the
commit to registering
perfect opportunity
bike, or have a car to get
new fruit trees for
for people who like
around, fruit scouts are
gleaning and checking
to preserve food and
an important part to
on registered fruit
who want to give back
trees to make sure
to the community.
making sure that healthy
they are healthy and
Becoming a Harvest
fruit gets harvested.”
ripe for picking.  This
Leader is a way to
is a great independent
meet new friends
volunteer opportunity.
and gain experiWhether you like to walk, bike, or
ence leading small groups.
have a car to get around, fruit scouts
Harvest Leaders and Fruit Scouts
are an important part to making sure
receive training from Harvest Pierce
that healthy fruit gets harvested.
County staff in early summer. See
Fruit Scouts receive training in early
the volunteer training dates on the
summer to learn basic fruit tree care
next page for more information.
and maintenance. They are also

CONTACT
For full position descriptions
and to apply online, please
visit the links below:
Fruit Scouts
http://tinyurl.
com/2016fruitscoutapplication
Harvest Leaders
http://tinyurl.com/2016harvest
leaderapplication

Volunteers helping glean fruit last fall
from local landowner cooperator.
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(Sidebar photo) Last year, the Gleaning Project
donated 44,619lbs of fresh food to local foodbanks
thanks to volunteers who helped scout out trees
and lead harvests.

2016 Gleaning Events & Volunteer Trainings
CONTACT
To RSVP for any of these
events, please contact:
harvestpiercecounty.eventbrite.com
www.piercecountygleaningproject.org
(253) 278-6215

Gleaning Kick Off
Movie Night & Discussion
JUNE 3, 6-8:30 p.m.
Rausch Auditorium,
University of Puget Sound,
1500 N. Warner St, Tacoma, WA
98416

Harvest Leader/Fruit
Scout Training
JUNE 15, 6-7:30 p.m.
Harvest Pierce County Office:
501 S. I Street, Tacoma, WA 98415*

New Volunteer Training
JUNE 21, 6-7:30 p.m.
Harvest Pierce County Office:
501 S. I Street, Tacoma, WA 98415*

Harvest Leader/Fruit
Scout Training
JUNE 29, 6-7:30 p.m.
Harvest Pierce County Office:
501 S. I Street, Tacoma, WA 98415*

Veggie Co-op to Benefit from
Healthy Kids-Healthy Schools Grant
In mid-April, Franklin Pierce School District’s Natural Science Resource
Center (The Farm) was awarded a $200,000 grant to support efforts to
deliver high quality produce from the farm to school cafeterias year round.
Our Veggie Co-op program, a community food project driven by volunteers,
is hosted at The Farm and will likewise benefit from these grant dollars.
Harvest Pierce County is a proud partner with the School District and The
Farm and is excited to see this initiative continue to grow and prosper.
Special thanks to Sly Boskovich, Matt Price, Lisa Chatterton, and Robin
Heinrichs for their hard work in preparing this successful grant application!

The grant will fund:
Retrofitting and modernizing a 30x60ft greenhouse on The Farm to be
used by Veggie Co-op and students
Installing a GAP certified wash station for The Farm including a bubble
washer, root washer, spray tables, and sinks to be used by Veggie
Co-op and students.
Purchasing 300 new harvest and storage bins.

*Office located in brick building next
to basketball court in Wright Park

Additional high tunnel coverage on The Farm to allow for growth of
fresh veggies over the winter months.
Building a Large “teaching greenhouse” (45x100ft) on the Washington
HS/Keithly MS campus that will allow students to grow fresh salad
greens and microgreens for their cafeterias on site, as well as
provide outdoor classroom space.
Purchase equipment for nutrition services to make processing and using
farm produce easier
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On the Farm
Farm Program By The Numbers:
2015 total BMPs
Financial Assistance 9 projects
Total BMPs with Technical
Assistance - 123
3 Stream/Wetland
buffer plantings
23 new farms performing
rotational grazing
17 Cross Fencing projects
installed 6,675’ of fence
27 Heavy use area
protection projects
installed 57,370 sqft  
6 wetland/creek fencing
projects installed
4,208’ fence

Jim and Sandy
Merrifield of
Buckley overseeded and
fertilized their
pastures to
improve grass
production for
their flock of
Finn sheep.

(Sidebar photo)
Local egg and
honey farmer,
Annette Massella
shows off the fruits
of her labors.
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15 pasture renovation
projects reseeded 36.5
acres of pasture
13 new manure storage
structures
18 roof runoff structures
4 hay probe loans
489 attendees at 22 farm
workshops and tours
6 manure spreader rentals
2 farm plans completed
130 technical assistance
site visits
43 soil samples

Summer Farm and Home Educational Opportunities
Renewable Energy on Farms
Wednesday, JULY 20, 6-8 p.m.
Pierce Conservation District
Northwest SEED and the Pierce Conservation District are working together to
assist rural communities in Washington
with renewable energy development and
energy conservation. This workshop will
go over current opportunities such as
how to get assistance with grants, utility incentives, tax subsidies and financing support available to help farmers
and rural small businesses purchase new
energy-efficient equipment or install
small-scale renewable energy systems.

Barnyard Drainage Workshop
Saturday, JULY 23, 3:30–5:00 p.m.
Register for Exact Location
With farms in Pierce County reporting
54 inches of rain in a year there is no
wonder why many farmers and landowners worry about drainage. Get ready for
the next wet season by visiting a farm
where drainage solutions were installed
after the barn flooded in 2015. Hear
from the landowners what they did and
how it helped keep their barn dry. You
are responsible to care for all the water
that comes onto your land…but how?

CONTACT
Please contact René, Sofia, or
Chrissy to register and receive
directions to the workshops:
(253) 845-9770
sofiag@piercecountycd.org
renes@piercecountycd.org
christinec@piercecountycd.org

Save the Date:
Ag Plastics Recycling Day
Friday, NOVEMBER 4, 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Saturday, NOVEMBER 5, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Farmers, don’t throw away your leaky
drip tape, nursery pots and trays,
pesticide and herbicide containers
(including drums), plastic buckets and
lids, woven feed sacks, tarps, hay twine,
plastic wrap (row covers, greenhouse
film, haylage wrappers) this summer!
Instead, recycle them at the district’s
farm and garden plastic recycling
event taking place Friday, November
4 from 9 a.m.-6 p.m. and Saturday,
November 5 from 10 a.m-4 p.m at the
district office. Materials must be dry
and relatively clean, and pesticide and
herbicide containers must be triple
rinsed. Recycling will be provided by
DM Disposal Inc. For more information,
contact christinec@piercecountycd.org.

Don’t forget about the farm
equipment and services
provided by the District:
First one’s free soil
sampling for pastures,
hay fields, and
commercial crops
Manure spreader rental
Poultry processing
unit rental
Electric fence
construction tool loan
Hay probe loan
Manure Share Program

Cost Share Available to
Implement Resource
Improvement Projects
If you have been wanting to make
improvements on your farm such as
installing gutters on your barn and
footing material in your livestock paddocks to eliminate mud in the winter,
or constructing a manure storage structure in which to compost your livestock’s waste, or building cross fencing
to facilitate a rotational grazing system,
but need a little financial assistance in
order to make those projects happen,
the district can provide financial assistance in the form of cost share. Summer
is a great time for construction projects,
and we have money available to help,
so give René or Sofia a call for more
information on eligible practices so you
can start improving your farm’s production while protecting natural resources.
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Water Quality Improvement
Summer
Monitoring
Schedules
Quarterly monitors may schedule their
summer monitoring between June 21
and September 14. Bimonthly monitors
are scheduled to monitor their streams
in July and September. Remember
that either August, September, or
October is the time to complete a
habitat assessment for your stream
site. If you would like a refresher on
filling out the habitat form please
contact Isabel to schedule a time
to review the form at your site.
Volunteers are also encouraged to run
replicate tests once or twice a year.  
The replicate testing includes the dissolved oxygen, pH, and nitrate tests.
Don’t forget to mention when you call
in to reserve a kit that you will need
extra sample bottles if you are planning on testing replicate samples.

Stream Monitor Training
Did you know you could help local
streams by spending some time on a
stream doing some easy citizen science?
Pierce Conservation District is looking for citizen scientists to monitor
water quality in streams. There are
open stream sites in each of the four
watersheds in Pierce County that need a
stream monitor. In the Chambers -Clover
watershed there are sites on Chambers,
Clover, Leach, and Sequalitchew Creeks.
The Key Peninsula-Gig Harbor-Islands
watershed has open sites on Artondale,
Lackey, Minter, Rocky, Vaughn, and
Schoolhouse (on both the Key Peninsula
and Anderson Island) Creeks. Open
sites in the Puyallup watershed include
Deer, Fennel, Meeker, and South Prairie
Creeks. The Nisqually watershed has
open sites on Tanwax and Lynch Creeks.

Saturday, June 18th, 9:00 a.m.–12:00
p.m. This training is open to anyone
interested in becoming a stream monitor
or learning more about water quality
sampling.  The training will cover why
we monitor, water quality testing, flow
measurements, and habitat assessment,
with time provided for participants
to practice sampling techniques.

To become part of our stream monitoring program, we provide training at a
three-hour training session. Our next
stream monitor training is being held on

Contact Isabel Ragland to sign up for
the training at isabelr@piercecountycd.
org or call 253-845-9770 X103.

Once trained, volunteers will then be
assigned to a stream site of their choosing and can begin sampling at their
convenience. Data collected by stream
monitors is periodically shared with
partner jurisdictions and program volunteers. Volunteer stream monitors play a
key role in stream stewardship by raising
awareness of pollution problems and providing water quality data that the community can use to protect local streams.  

CONTACT
If you are not currently a
stream monitor but would like
to learn or to register for the
upcoming training in June,
please contact Isabel:
isabelr@piercecountycd.org
(253) 845-9770 x103

With financial and volunteer support from Boeing Co. and The Nature Conservancy, as
well as many other volunteers, the District recently Depaved the new Feast Art Center
adding great new open space to a place to gather together, to take classes, to make
art and to be part of a community.
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Local Water Quality Data
In the Spotlight: Creeks Highlighted this Quarter
Salmon Creek Stream Monitors:
Jan Weiser
Enid Larson
Rody Creek Stream Monitor:
Kim Ohlmann
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Salmon Creek is located in the Puyallup watershed
flowing approximately 1.6 miles to its confluence with
the White River in Sumner. Salmon Creek supports
runs of chum, pink, coho, and chinook salmon with
cum being the most abundant. Volunteer collected
data beginning in 2013 is shown in the graph above.
The state standard for dissolved oxygen levels (blue)
and water temperature (green) are also displayed on
the graph. Water temperature in Salmon Creek meets
state standard during this timeframe. There are several instances of low dissolved oxygen (not meeting
state standards) in Salmon Creek during this time.
Volunteers at this site have reported finding litter,
and yard waste in the stream. The City of Sumner is
working to correct these problems.

Rody Creek is a tributary to Clarks Creek in the lower Puyallup watershed. It is approximately 1.6 miles in length flowing north to its
confluence with Clarks. Rody Creek primarily supports chum spawning. Coho, chinook, and steelhead forage and rear in the creek.
Volunteer collected data beginning mid-2013 for dissolved oxygen
and water temperature are shown in the graph above. The state
standard for dissolved oxygen levels (blue) and water temperature
(green) are also displayed on the graph. While water temperatures
do meet state standards during this time frame, there are many
instances of dissolved oxygen levels not meeting state standards.
Rody Creek has low flows during late summer and early fall which
contributes to the low dissolved oxygen levels.

11

Water Quality Improvement
New Zealand mudsnails

Brazilian elodea

Alien Invaders Are Lurking
Summer is here and many of us
enjoy spending time outside boating,
kayaking, and fishing in local lakes
and streams. The downside to these
activities is the unintentional spread
of aquatic invasive animals and plants.
These invaders are an ongoing threat
to our environment and are costly to
remove once established. Zebra and
quagga mussels, New Zealand mudsnails;
and aquatic plants such as Brazilian elodea, Eurasian milfoil, and hydrilla are
some examples of these aliens.  Each of
these can be easily and unknowingly
transported between lakes and streams
on boats, trailers, and fishing gear.
Why are these invaders so bad? None
of these species are native to this area.
Many of the aquatic invasive plants
(Sidebar photo) Keep an eye out for these invasive
species, which are easily spread to local waterbodies on boats, trailers, and fishing gear. Enjoy
summertime fun responsibly!

were originally sold as aquarium plants;
and the invasive mussels and snails
have arrived on boats/equipment.  
Because they didn’t evolve here, there
are no natural checks and balances to
keep them under control so their populations explode taking over and outcompeting our native plants and animals.
The most important action we can
take to control the spread of these
aquatic invaders is to carefully clean
our outdoor recreation gear using
either the “Clean/Drain/Dry” method
or the more thorough decontamination method which is recommended
for those waterbodies that are known
or suspected of being infested. For
more information on how to prevent
the spread of these invaders go to
the Washington Department of Fish
and Wildlife’s aquatic invasive species
page (http://wdfw.wa.gov/ais/).

Macroinvertebrate Sampling

Zebra mussel
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Benthic macroinvertebrates
(bottom-dwelling organisms
including aquatic insects, crayfish,
clams, snails, and worms) are often
used in studies to determine the
quality of waters because of their
high numbers, known pollution
tolerances, limited mobility, wide
range of feeding habits, varied life
spans, and dependence on the land
environment around the stream.
While water quality sampling
provides us with a “snapshot” view
of the health of the stream; macroinvertebrates give us with a longer
view of stream health. The types

and numbers of macroinvertebrates
present are affected by periodic
episodes of poor water quality or
by ongoing poor water quality.
During summer volunteers help
us collect samples of these
aquatic organisms from selected
streams which are sent to a lab
to be identified and counted.
Pierce County uses the results to
determine biological health of
the stream. If you are interested
in lending a hand with sampling
this summer, contact Isabel
Ragland at (253) 845-9770 x103
or isabelr@piercecountycd.org.

Earth Day Events

Tree Program

NCCC Team

Over two days PCD volunteers rolled
their sleeves up and got dirty in
celebration for Earth Day. First, an
Airforce group worked along Leach
Creek to mulch 200 trees in preparation for summer on Friday, April 22nd.  
Then, on April 23rd, we were joined
by Congressman Denney Heck and
Puyallup Councilmember Shadko along
Silver Creek to plant 60 trees and mulch
300 plants. Thanks, Volunteers!

This year, the Pierce Conservation
District will be piloting a Tree Program
that will soon be available to all
residents in Pierce County. The goals
of this program are to increase tree
canopy, decrease stormwater runoff,
increase food access, increase community knowledge of tree benefits, and
support local businesses. We will first
focus on areas in Tacoma, Puyallup, and
Spanaway. Requests for a tree will open
in July and go through until November.  
Residents will be able to pick up their
trees after participating in a short tree
care training. A watering bag and mulch
will be provided with each tree. If you
would like to find out more or apply
for a tree, check out our website.

This last spring, the Pierce Conservation District was awarded our second
AmeriCorps National Civilian Community Corps (NCCC) team. NCCC
AmeriCorps is a full-time, team-based
residential service program where
members are organized into teams
and serve in local communities in all
50 states. NCCC teams complete four
different 6-8 week long projects in
different locations across the country
during their 10 month term of service.
During their time with us this 12-member crew continued blackberry removal
on the South Prairie Creek Preserve,
built raised beds for the Wapato Community Garden, set up plantings for a
Clarks Creek restoration event, assisted
with leading the Earth Day event at
Silver Creek, mulched and weeded
at the McKinley Depave site, and so
much more. Thank you Team Blue 1!

Ever Wonder What Goes
On in a Catch Basin?
PCD is working with Bonney Lake to inspect 2,000 of
their catch basins over the summer. We are looking for
interested volunteers to spend at least 20 hours working with us to check out what is going on under those
grates. Volunteers must be able to work M-F between
9am and 3pm and lift up to 50 pounds. If interested,
contact Caleb at calebm@piercecountycd.org.

Green Puyallup Partnership
In early April, 6 citizens joined us in learning how to become
a Habitat Steward, to learn how to lead community volunteers
in restoring our work sites. Between the 6 Habitat Stewards
they have decided to work at two sites: Meeker Creek Open
Space and Southeast Silver Creek.  Over the upcoming months
we will work together to set priorities and monthly work party
schedules. If you want to volunteer with one of our Habitat
Stewards, contact Melissa at melissab@piercecountycd.

Thanks to our latest crew of National
Civilian Community Corps members for
all their hard work fighting blackberries,
building community gardens, and lots of
restoration work!

13

PCD Ready for New
Look State Fair
in September
The Washington State Fair is
getting a shakeup in its schedule
this year, as it expands to 23
days starting on September
2nd. This year, the Fair will be
closed on Tuesdays. The District
will once again be a part of the
Northwest Outdoors Building with
other recreation and conservation
organizations. With native plants,
kids fishing, photo opportunities
and more, the NWOB is always
a fun place to escape to on the
fairgrounds. It is a great place
to interact with fairgoers using
fun activities and promote our
programs and volunteer opportunities. If you’d like to volunteer
for a shift at the District’s
booth please contact Chris at
christophert@piercecountycd.
org or (253) 845-9770 ext. 112.
Volunteers are needed for the
weekend shifts, and receive free
Fair admission for their efforts.

(“...Annual Native Plant Sale” continued from page 14)
with her plant order, she took home
a 60 gallon rain barrel assembled by
Dan Borba of Natural Rainwater, to
help her keep her new plants watered
throughout their critical first summer.
Orders not picked up and approximately
100 plants leftover from the walk-up
sale were given to: Foothills Rails to
Trails, Immanuel Presbyterian Church in
Tacoma for their annual plant exchange,
Tahoma Audubon, and City of Tacoma/
Metro Parks/Friends of Ryan’s Park.
We strive to bring you quality native
plant stock at low prices, and hope your
plants are doing well and are beginning
to put on new growth. Please let us
know if you have had any plants that
died immediately in spite of your best
efforts. A note on evergreen shrubs
such as snowbrush, redstem ceanothus,
and tall Oregon grape- they may be
withered and brown
and look dead, but
don’t give up on
them yet! Here is
some information
from the nursery
we purchased
them from:
“The best thing to
do is to scratch the
stems and see if they
are still green. Some
plants, especially
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evergreen ones, do go into a kind of
shock and can have their leaves turn
brown, but usually will come out of it
fine and push new leaves. I checked
our stock and they look pretty terrible- the leaves are all brown, but the
stems are still green when I scratched
them. It can take them almost a year
to fully develop its new leaves, so
don't give up yet. Hopefully it won't
take that long but your plants may
be using their energy to grow roots
now, not new leaves yet. Even though
it seems like spring to us, it may take
some plants more time to start growing. If you can, be patient for a while
longer, as it could take them a couple
months to really start looking better.”
Give your plants until the next plant
sale to make an improvement. If they
do not come around by then, we will be
happy to give you a coupon for plants
of the same value for the 2017 plant
sale.  Remember to make sure and water
your plants at least once a week to help
get them through their first summer.  
We look forward to seeing you at the
plant sale next year and always look
forward to hearing about how your
plants are doing from previous years.  
Look for the 2017 pre-order form in
the fall edition of the Tahoma View,
and as with last year, you can also
order on-line at www.piercenativeplantsale.com starting in October.

June

July

Community Garden Roundtable
& Potluck: Communication &
Tough Conversation, 6:00–8:00 p.m.
For more information visit:
harvestpiercecounty.eventbrite.com.

July 20

June 3

Gleaning Kick Off Movie Night
& Discussion, 6:00–8:30 p.m.,
Rausch Auditorium, University of
Puget Sound. For more info visit:
harvestpiercecounty.eventbrite.com.

July 22

Agriculture Roundtable
Breakfast Club, 9 a.m.–10 a.m.,
Tim’s Kitchen. For more info
contact Chrissy at christinec@
piercecountycd.org.

June 15

Harvest Leader/Fruit Scout
Training, 6-7:30 p.m. Harvest
Pierce County Office, Tacoma.
For more information visit:
harvestpiercecounty.eventbrite.com.

July 23

Barnyard Drainage Workshop,
3:30–5:30 p.m., Register
For Exact Location.
For more info contact Sofia at
sofiag@piercecountycd.org.

June 18

Stream Monitoring Training, 9:00
a.m.–12:00 p.m., Register for Exact
Location. For more info, contact
Isabel at isabelr@piercecountycd.org.

June 21

New Volunteer Training,
6-7:30 p.m. Harvest Pierce County
Office, Tacoma. For more info visit:
harvestpiercecounty.eventbrite.com.

June 24

Agriculture Roundtable
Breakfast Club, 9 a.m.–10 a.m.,
Tim’s Kitchen. For more
information contact Chrissy at
christinec@piercecountycd.org.

June 29

Harvest Leader/Fruit Scout
Training, 6-7:30 p.m., Harvest
Pierce County Office, Tacoma.
For more information visit:
harvestpiercecounty.eventbrite.com.

June 1

Rural Renewable Energy
Workshop, 6–8:00 p.m.,
PCD Office, Puyallup. For more
info contact Chrissy at
christinec@piercecountycd.org.

August
Aug 26

Agriculture Roundtable
Breakfast Club, 9 a.m.–10 a.m.,
Tim’s Kitchen. For more info
contact Chrissy at christinec@
piercecountycd.org.

It’s Farmers Market Season!!

Who We Are:
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Jeanette Dorner, Chair
Scott Gruber, Vice-Chair
David Seago, Auditor
Sheila Wynn, Member
Ernie Bay, Member
DISTRICT STAFF
Melissa Buckingham, Water Quality Improvement
and Monitoring Program Director
Chrissy Cooley, Agriculture Community
of Interest Coordinator
Micaela Cooley, Urban Agriculture Education
and Outreach Coordinator
Selena Corwin, Senior Finance and
Administrative Director
Mason Durfee, Program Specialist
Sofia Gidlund, Key Peninsula, Gig Harbor, and
Islands Watershed Program Manager
Chris Goodman, Water Quality Monitoring
Program Technician
Jayme Gordon, Habitat Improvement and
Environmental Education Program Director
Nancy Huizar, AmeriCorps Intern
Kathryn Mahan, Budget and Fund
Development Coordinator
Kristen McIvor, Urban Agriculture and
Local Access Program Director
Ryan Mello, Executive Director
Renee Meschi, Program Specialist
Caleb Mott, Water Quality Assistant
Isabel Ragland, Water Quality Monitoring
Program Manager
Bill Simper, Habitat Improvement Coordinator
René Skaggs, Farm Planning and Agricultural
Assistance Program Director
Chris Towe, Habitat Improvement and
Environmental Education Program Coordinator
Allan Warren, Community Engagement Manager
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
Puyallup Field Office
(253) 845-9272

Our Sponsors
The Pierce Conservation District would like to
thank businesses who have helped sponsor the
publication of The Tahoma View. If you or your
business would like to become a sponsor please
call (253) 845-9770.

Visit www.PierceCountyFresh.org
for info on your local markets.

(Sidebar photo) 5th grade students enjoy an
activity at our 13th Annual Children’s Water
Festival in March, encouraging and teaching
them to be good watershed stewards.
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CONSERVATION ACROSS PIERCE COUNTY

Upcoming Events..
• Rural Renewable
Energy Workshop
• Farmers Market
Season!
• Harvest Leader/
Fruit Scout
Training
The Tahoma View is published quarterly.
Call (253) 845-9770 or email info@
piercecountycd.org to receive this free
publication, or if you wish to be removed
from the mailing list. | Pierce Conservation
District is a subdivision of state government created to promote the conservation
of natural resources in Pierce County. |
Pierce Conservation District programs are
available to all without discrimination.
Editor: Allan Warren

Over 1000 5th graders participated in the 13th
Annual Children’s Water Festival to learn from local
experts and educators on topics like water quality,
conservation, and wildlife. Thank you to our host,
the University of Puget Sound, partners, and all the
volunteers for supporting another great event!

