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Keep Pollution
Out of the Drain
with Infiltration
Scott Gruber isn’t the Vice Chairman of our Board of Supervisors
simply because he wants to keep
an eye on what we’re doing. He’s
on our board because our mission
and values align perfectly with
his own. As the owner/operator
of Calendula Farms, Nursery, &
Landscaping, Scott gets his hands
dirty on a daily basis doing the
work that matters so much to
the Pierce Conservation District
and our constituents. From
hosting and conducting farm
workshops, to helping with our
Depave program, to sitting in on hours
long board meetings after putting in
14 hour days, Scott shows tremendous
support for all of us at the District.
One of his latest projects extends our
work to help control stormwater and
the pollution it carries into Puget
Sound. Working with Tacoma homeowners, Jay and Anne Merrill, Scott
recently finished a landscaping project
that not only beautified the Merrill’s
yard, but managed to infiltrate all
(Sidebar photo) Volunteers help mark storm drains
with a Puget Sound Starts Here message:
“Only Rain Down the Drain!”

Scott Gruber highlights the depth of a dry well
and piping running to it from a downspout.

of the rainwater coming off of their
roof directly into the ground, keeping it out of the stormwater system.
What’s so important about that you
might ask? Well, the footprint of
the Merrill’s home is approximately
1,600sqft, which around here means
about 38,400 gallons of stormwater every
year! By directing all of the rainwater
from their roof into dry wells buried
beneath their lawn, the Merrill’s have
kept the equivalent of nearly two and
half typical backyard swimming pools
(continued on page 3)

Assistance From the Rain Garden Cost Share Program Includes:

•
•
•
•

FREE Property Assessment
FREE Rain Garden Design
FREE Plant Selection Assistance
FREE Maintenance Plan

50%

of the cost for
typical installation*

*Homeowner is responsible for all installation costs.
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Conservation Corner
Join Us March 23rd
for Our 2016 Annual Meeting!
It’s time once again to celebrate our
volunteers, partners, and another
great year of conservation work in
Pierce County! Join us from 5:00 p.m.
to 8:00 p.m. on March 23, 2016 at
the Pioneer Park Pavilion in Puyallup.
This year’s program will include:
• A delicious and locally sourced
dinner from Alina’s Soups
• The District’s top 10
accomplishments for 2015
• Guest speaker Lara Whitely
Binder (see box to the
right for more info)
• An award ceremony to
honor our most dedicated
volunteers and partners
• Supervisory Board Elections

CONTACT US:
PIERCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT
Phone: (253) 845-9770
Fax: (253) 845-4569
Toll Free: (866) 845-9485
HARVEST PIERCE COUNTY:
(253) 278-6215
EMAIL/WEB:
info@piercecountycd.org
streamteam@piercecountycd.org
www.piercecountycd.org
www.piercecountycd.org/streamteam
MAIL:
P.O. Box 1057
Puyallup, WA 98371
OFFICE LOCATION:
5430 66th Avenue East
Puyallup, WA 98371

Like us on Facebook
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• Inspiration for making 2016
an even better year for conserving Puget Sound!

Guest Speaker:
Lara Whitely Binder
Outreach and Adaptation Specialist
Climate Impacts Group |
University of Washington
Lara Whitley Binder will join us
to highlight some of the impacts
our local area can expect from
climate change. Lara assists the
Climate Impacts Group at the
University of Washington with
its efforts to inform decision
makers about the impacts of
climate variability and climate
change on the Pacific Northwest
and is responsible for providing
technical support on planning
for climate variability and change
to communities, organizations,
and individuals across the region.
A short presentation will be
followed by a brief Q&A session
to allow the audience to ask
specific Pierce County questions.

(Sidebar photo) Last year’s Educator of the Year,
Bethany Schmidt, was awarded for her
outstanding work with local high school
students in the Envirothon.

District Elections Voting Announcement
2016 District Elections “In Person” Voting: You may appear in person at the
Pioneer Park Pavilion, 330 South Meridian, Puyallup, WA 98371; between 5 p.m.
and 8 p.m. on March 23, 2016 and vote in person. You will be required to show
identification to verify that you are a qualified voter. To be considered qualified you must be a registered voter who resides within District boundaries.

(“Keep Pollution Out of the Drain with Infiltration...” continued from page 3)
out of the stormwater system and Puget
Sound annually. That’s not only a lot of
stormwater, that’s a lot of pollution.
There are lots of ways that homeowners
can help reduce stormwater pollution
from entering Puget Sound, from the
easy efforts of picking up your dog doo
and not overdoing it with lawn fertilizers, to the more complex landscaping
efforts highlighted by the Merrill’s
project. For infiltration specifically,
there are also lots of options: from
Do-It-Yourself projects, to having a
contractor install dry wells, to beautifying your yard with a Rain Garden.
Did you know that the District has
a Rain Garden Cost Share Program?
The District and the WSU Extension
Master Gardner Program work with
homeowners each year to design and
install rain gardens on their property.  

Some tips for DIYers:

The Merrill’s project actually began as
a DIY project, with Jay digging a hole
in the back yard and filling it with
1 ½ inch drain rock and connecting
one of the downspouts to it. Later on,
they decided to do a full redo of their
front and side yards and while the
yard was already torn up, Scott suggested putting in three more drywells
to service the whole house. This didn’t
add much cost to the project, kept their
yard space intact, and turned their
home into part of the environmental
solution, not one of the problems.
A Rain Garden serves the same purpose,
but can be used to create more beautiful
landscaping if keeping your lawn space
isn’t interest. Another fun aspect of adding a Rain Garden is that you can plant
it with beautiful native plants, (perhaps
even purchased from our upcoming
Annual Native Plant Sale), or even edible
plants such as blueberries, red currants,
or elderberries. There are so many ways
you can go about it and the best part
is that District staff are here to help!

What is a Rain Garden?
Rain gardens are a smart
and proven way of using
beautiful landscaping to:
• improve homes and
neighborhoods
• reduce flooding
• clean our waterways
• protect our precious
natural habitats
• save millions of dollars
in pollution clean-up

CONTACT
For more information,
please contact Melissa:
melissab@piercecountycd.org
(253) 845-9770 x109

When digging your hole,
you must get below the
clay layer, which can be
anywhere from 1 – 3
feet deep in this area.
For a dry well, it is
better to go even deeper,
such as 4 – 5 feet deep.
A dry well should also be
about 4 or 5 feet wide.
Use 1 ½ inch drain rock.
Pipe from the downspouts to the dry well or
rain garden need to be
on a downward grade so
that water doesn’t back
up and flood.

Where’s the water go? What was once a hole, is now beautiful landscaping that
hides an infiltration system capable of handling our big rain events, keeping
pollution out of Puget Sound.
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Habitat Improvement
New Partnership with
Puyallup Historical Hatchery
For the past two years, the local salmon
homecoming celebration has been held
at the Puyallup Historical Hatchery
along Clarks Creek. The public has
flocked to the event to view the returning salmon, feed the hatchery fish,
enjoy activities and entertainment, and
learn more about our local salmon.
A new and exciting element to the
hatchery emerged when the Puyallup
Historical Hatchery Foundation struck
up a partnership with the Puyallup
School District. Working with Stephanie
Haegele, a teacher at Pope Elementary
and the District’s STEM coordinator,
the hatchery is slated to become a key
field experience for the District’s 4th
grade classes. A curriculum surrounding salmon, habitat, and water quality
will be developed with assistance from
Pacific Education Institute. Through the
Districts environmental education program, we will also be contributing with
lessons and activities for the students.

We were able to participate in this new
partnership into practice during some
recent field trips. Local homeschool
groups and Ms. Haegle’s Pope Elementary class visited the hatchery to learn
about the Puyallup River watershed,
salmon life cycle and habitat, and
hatchery operations. The students
saw salmon returning to spawn in the
stream, and were even allowed to feed
some of the fish being raised at the
hatchery. Chris Towe, the District’s Environmental Education Program Manager,
hosted an activity that challenged students to recreate a salmon’s return journey from ocean to freshwater stream
by navigating with their sense of smell.  
For the most part, the students successfully returned to their spawning
stream, although some strayed off into
unknown territory. We look forward to
teaching more students about the amazing journey of local salmon and the
importance of protecting their habitat
with the hatchery and our partners.

A local homeschool group watches the fish go into a frenzy at the feeding station. Both salmon
and trout are raised at the hatchery before being released into places like Clarks Creek.

Sidebar photo courtesy of Alisa Schindler, Redpoint Photography.
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Get Your Hands Down in the Dirt!
Improve Habitat, Help a Farm:
Plant a Hedgerow!

Clarks Creek Planting –
Part Deux

APRIL 9, 9 a.m.-12 p.m.

APRIL 23, 9 a.m.-12 p.m.

PCC Farmland Trust and the
Pierce Conservation District are
re-teaming to extend a hedgerow
planting at the former Reise Farm
near Orting on April 9 (9 a.m.-12
p.m.), and we need your help!  

Celebrate Earth Day by coming out to help plant up to
600 trees and shrubs along
Clarks Creek near Puyallup on
April 23 (9 a.m.-12 p.m.).

The original 700’-long hedgerow,
established in Spring 2014, is beginning
to flourish.  As the plants grow and fill
in, they provide a vegetative screen
to the Foothills Trail and Highway
162, as well as habitat for birds and
other wildlife, particularly the pollinators that perform the vital function
of pollination on the farm.  For all
these reasons and more, extending the
hedgerow will help improve the crops
and farming operations now underway
as the farm undergoes a transition from
conventional to organic production.

CONTACT
To register and receive directions
for either of these events, visit the
District website or contact Jayme:
jaymeg@piercecountycd.org
(253) 845-9770 x102

Volunteers have already
helped install more than
1200 plants at this site last
October, but we have many
more that need a helping
hand to get settled in their
new home this spring.
Once finished, this planting will establish a buffer
along Clarks Creek that is
nearly 900’ long and up to
100’ wide. As they grow, the
trees and shrubs will shade
out reed canary grass that
has taken over the site,
provide shade to keep the
stream water cool for salmon,
and many other important
ecological functions.

Help celebrate Earth Day by joining us at the Clarks Creek
Planting to help transform a swath of stream bank dominated by reed canary grass to one filled with a diverse
mix of trees and shrubs. (Top) Current conditions reflect
a lack of plant diversity and ecologic function along this
section of Clarks Creek. (Bottom) The riparian restoration
planting begun last October (shown here) will conclude
this spring with the addition of 600 more plants.

The first 700’ of the Reise Farm hedgerow (shown being
planted in April 2014) will be extended this spring
to further the wildlife habitat, pollinator, and other
benefits provided by this vegetative buffer between a
heavily traveled arterial and the crop fields.
Photo courtesy of Jo Arlow Photography.
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Harvest Pierce County
Building a Sustainable Food System
at the Veggie Co-op
At the corner of East 96th and Waller
Road in Tacoma there is a place where
people of all ages are coming together
to help build a more sustainable food
system. This place is called Veggie Co-op.

to locally grown, organic fruits and
vegetables,” said Amber Ackerson,
Veggie Co-op volunteer. “Our society as
a whole has lost it connection with the
land, and their personal ability to grow
a large portion of the food they eat.  So
participating this this Co-op allows
me to connect with the land myself,
learn skills that my generation were
never taught, and
to help provide
organic food to the
has changed
local food banks.”

The Veggie Co-op is a volunteer-run
program managed by the Pierce Conservation District through its program
Harvest Pierce County that coordinates
individuals to come
together as a community to grow food
“Veggie Co-op
on a farm scale on
the way I interact with
land provided by the
Now entering its
my food. I’ve loved learnFranklin Pierce School
fourth season, the
ing everything from seed to
District in Tacoma,
Veggie Co-op conharvest-- including discovering tinues to grow and
WA. Volunteers attend
weekly work parties
evolve with many new
my favorite task: broadwhere they work,
volunteer opportuniforking! I learn something
grow, and learn as
ties taking shape.
new every week from HPC
a group, instead
2016 promises to
staff and other Veggie Co-op be an exciting year
of stewarding rows
members, and I take what I
individually as typical
for the project!
in most commulearn back to my community
2016 Registration
nity gardens. While
garden plot/community.”
learning sustainable
is Now Open
Hannah Miner,
agriculture techTo register as a Veggie
niques, volunteers
Veggie Co-op Volunteer
Co-op volunteer follow
grow food for local
the link below to signfood banks, school
up online. Veggie Codistrict cafeterias, and their families.
op is a free program and is open to all.
Volunteers commit to an entire growing
season (April-October) attending one 3
hour work party a week, with summer
being the busiest time of year. In return
for their dedication and commitment,
participants can take home a weekly
share of fresh produce throughout the
harvest season. Work parties often
begin with a short lecture on a gardening or farming topic, creating an
opportunity for everyone to actively
learn as they work on the farm.
“The reason I support and participate
in the Veggie Co-op is due to the fact
that very few people today have access
Sidebar photo courtesy of Alisa Schindler, Redpoint Photography.
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Co-op membership will be capped at 60
participants and close March 31st, 2016.

CONTACT
If you have any questions or would
like more information, please
contact Mason Durfee, Harvest
Pierce County Program Specialist:
MasonD@piercecountycd.org
Use this link to register as a
Veggie Co-op volunteer:
http://tinyurl.com/hl7zrah

Workshops and Events
Community Garden Roundtable
& Potluck: Tips and Tricks for an
Effective Work Party
MARCH 2, 6-8 p.m.
Location TBD! Hopefully
Portland Ave Community Center
RSVP (name, email,
community garden)
Join fellow community gardeners
of Pierce County for quarterly potlucks to share, learn, and connect.
Tonight’s topic will cover tried and
true tips for hosting an effective
work party at your garden, orchard,
or food forest.  Event is free and
open to anyone interested in learning
more about growing in community.

New Community Garden
Leader Orientation
MARCH 29, 6-8 p.m.
Location TBD! Hopefully Portland Ave
Community Center
RSVP (name, email,
community garden)
New garden leaders are encouraged
to join HPC staff for a training that
highlights how to navigate resources
available to gardens, explains expectations of community gardens, and
provides tried and true tips for
effective garden management. Light
food and drink will be provided.  

Volunteers attend weekly work parties at the
Veggie Co-op, where they work, grow, and
learn as a group, instead of stewarding rows
individually as typical in most community
gardens. Here volunteers are transplanting
some great looking tomato plants.

New Community Garden
Leader Orientation
APRIL 14, 6-8 p.m.
Location TBD! Hopefully Center at
Norpoint
RSVP (name, email,
community garden)
New garden leaders are encouraged
to join HPC staff for a training that
highlights how to navigate resources
available to gardens, explains expectations of community gardens, and
provides tried and true tips for
effective garden management. Light
food and drink will be provided.

Harvest Pierce County
7th Annual Spring Summit
Saturday, MAY 7, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Lincoln High School
701 S 37th St
Tacoma, WA 98418
Join us for a family friendly day filled
with great classes on gardening and
community building, barter fair, and
a free lunch! We will kick off the
day with a key-note from Maralise
Hood-Quan, Executive Director of
Pierce County Center for Dialog and
Resolution to highlight the art of
connecting community through food
and the land. The day will end with a
garden swap hosted by Fair Tradin’.

Community Garden Roundtable
& Potluck: Communication &
Tough Conversation
JUNE 1, 6-8 p.m.
Puyallup Public Library,
324 S Meridian, Puyallup
RSVP (name, email,
community garden)
Join fellow community gardeners of
Pierce County for quarterly potlucks
to share, learn, and connect. Tonight’s
topic will cover tried and true tips for
navigating the tough conversation
that naturally arise. We hope you
leave the evening with confidence to
manage conflict in your community
garden and create smooth lines of
communication with a variety of
personalities. Event is free and open
to anyone interested in learning
more about growing in community.

CONTACT
For more information or to
RSVP for any of these events,
please contact Micaela:
micaelac@piercecountycd.org
(253) 306-3457

Individuals to come together at the Veggie Co-op as a community
to grow food on a farm scale on land provided by the Franklin
Pierce School District. The produce grown is divided 50/50 among
emergency food sites and volunteers.
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On the Farm

Spring Farm and
Home Educational
Opportunities
Rabbit Processing Workshop
MARCH 10, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Tacoma, Register for Exact Location
Join us at a commercial farm that grows
ducks, turkeys, chickens, and rabbits!
This workshop will cover everything
from picking to processing your rabbit
for food and pelts. This workshop is
limited to 12 participants, so register
soon for this great workshop.

Pasture Weeds
Wednesday, APRIL 20, 3-5 p.m.
Key Peninsula, Register for Exact
Location
Meet Dana Coggon with WSU Kitsap
Extension, a Noxious Weed expert
and learn what weeds to look out for
in your pasture. Some of our common weeds are toxic to livestock and
some are required to be controlled.
Learn how to identify these weeds
and your options for removal. We
will also share tips for how to avoid
weeds settling in your pastures.

Irrigation Wells
and Water Rights
APRIL 28, 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Allmendinger Hall, WSU Campus
This workshop will provide the
technical information needed to
apply for irrigation wells, including
water rights. Technical experts will
be on hand to discuss management
strategies for drought conditions.

CONTACT
(Sidebar photo) Farm Planning & Agricultural Assistance program director, René
Skaggs helps catch ducks at our recent
Duck Processing Workshop.
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Please contact René or Sofia to
register and receive directions
to the workshops:
(253) 845-9770
sofiag@piercecountycd.org
renes@piercecountycd.org

A young farmer in training gets a hands
on lesson in skinning rabbits at a recent
Rabbit Processing Workshop at Calendula
Farm & Nursery. Registration for this
workshop filled up so we’re offering
another one on March 10th!

Aquaculture Workshop $50
MAY 28, 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Family Farmstead, Key Peninsula,
Register for Exact Location
Aquaculture designer Seth, of “Anything Aquaponics”, will guide us
through a build of an aquaponics system. This will be a closed-loop system
growing both fish and vegetables for
year-around consumption. The waste
from the fish tank fertilize the plants
in the hydroponic grow beds. The plants
absorb the nutrients and help filter
the water; which then goes through
further cleaning before coming back
into the fish tank. Participants will get
hands-on experience every step of the
way in building both the fish tanks, the
hydroponic grow beds, and doing all the
plumbing. We will also cover the water
quality aspects, the necessary water
quality testing, and the fish biology.
The family is paying for all materials
needed; but are asking for participants
to help with the cost of the instructor. Pierce Conservation District would
like to offer 1-2 stipends for people
with prohibitive financial constraints.
Please send Sofia an email or letter
explaining how you would benefit
from this workshop and how you need
financial assistance to cover the fee.     

Pasture Management Schedule Throughout the Year
March
If you haven’t already
done so, sample soils to
assess your pasture’s spring
nutrient needs. We would
be happy to assist you
through our first one’s free
soil sampling program.
Prepare for spring grazing if
the soil is no longer saturated
and grass height is at least 6”.
Restrict livestock access
to surface water, wells,
and septic drain fields.
Cut or mow weeds when
buds appear.

April
Apply fertilizer or spread
composted manure if soil
isn’t saturated. Apply 40%
of total amount recommended by soil tests.
Reseed or over-seed pastures.
Reseed confinement areas.
Pull weeds now while
they are small.

June
Avoid under-grazing. Do not
allow grass to “get ahead of
livestock”. Mow pastures to
prevent them from going to
seed and losing nutritional
value. Another option is
to set aside some of the
pasture for hay production.
Continue weed pulling
and mowing.

July
Continue to rotate, drag,
and clip pastures.
Check for erosion where
livestock congregate. Move
feed, water, and mineral
blocks away from gates and
shade to more evenly
distribute grazing.
Plan for winter confinement
area and footings.
Weed control is imperative
this month to keep them
from going to seed.

August
May
Rotate pastures when grass
height is down to three
inches, and don’t allow them
back on until grass is 6”.
Mow pastures after grazing
to ensure the height of all
plants is 3” and to prevent
weeds from going to seed.
Drag pastures to evenly
distribute manure.
Apply 45% of annual fertilizer required by soil tests.

Avoid overgrazing this
month when pasture production slows down.
Check for erosion: Do not
feed animals hay or grain
on the ground especially this
month when soil is dry. They
will create bare spots where
weeds will invade. Also,
horses can get sand colic from
ingesting dirt in their feed.

September
Apply remaining 15%
of annual pasture fertilizer needs if fall rains come
before the first frost.
Drag pastures to distribute
manure before winter rains.
Restrict livestock from
pastures if the soil
becomes saturated.
Reseed in mid to latter
part of the month.
Check for trees with falling
leaves that may be toxic.
Common trees poisonous
to livestock are yew, black
locust, cherry, horse chestnut, red maple, and oak.
Cut blackberries now to
prevent nutrient storage
in the roots.

October-February
Restrict livestock from pastures when soil is saturated.
Prevent nutrient runoff from
manure into groundwater with
at least a 10’ buffer of vegetation. Gather outside manure
at least twice a week to
prevent nutrient runoff. Store
covered at least 100’ from
any well or surface water to
prevent water contamination.
Install or check gutters
and downspouts on buildings adjacent to livestock
holding facilities.

Plan for reseeding. Order
seed, lime, and fertilizer and
reserve equipment now to
avoid the rush next month.
Prepare winter manure
storage bins.
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Water Quality Improvement
Spring Stream
Monitoring
Schedules
Quarterly monitors may schedule their
spring monitoring between March 21,
2016 and June 14, 2016. Bimonthly
monitors are scheduled to monitor
their streams in March and May.
Early spring stream flows tend to be
higher and faster than during summer and early fall so be careful when
entering streams to collect samples
and take stream measurements.
Volunteers are also encouraged to
run replicate tests once or twice a
year. The replicate testing includes
the dissolved oxygen, pH, and nitrate
tests. Don’t forget to mention when
you reserve a kit that you will need
extra sample bottles if you are planning on testing replicate samples.
Volunteers can choose to follow
a quarterly, every other month,
or monthly stream monitoring
schedule, depending on which
works best for each individual.

CONTACT
For questions about which
monitoring schedule you should
follow, please contact Isabel:
isabelr@piercecountycd.org
(253) 845-9770 x103

Sherman Elementary Gets New Rain
Garden through Green Partnership Fund
With the idea of a parent of a 1st
grade student and the interest of
several teachers at Sherman Elementary
School one more rain
garden has been
planted in Tacoma.  
“I intend to

“Children often learn
through planned
lessons and through
their own experiences
that humans impact
the environment in
negative and harmful
ways. I intend to use
the rain gardens to
demonstrate to the
children that through
careful planning
and thoughtful
engineering, humans
can also protect
the environment,
restore the environment, and live
within it more sustainably.

use the rain
gardens to demonstrate to
the children that through
careful planning and
thoughtful engineering,
humans can also protect
the environment, restore
the environment, and live
within it more sustainably.”
Ron Stanley,
Sherman Elementary Teacher

Stephanie Brock
saw the blackberry infested patch
of ground next to the
kids’ play equipment
as an opportunity,
not an eye sore. “I
approached Mr. Stanley about the grant
and rain garden last
fall because I saw the
opportunity to work
with the school on
a stormwater project
that could teach the students and
community about all aspects of stormwater, which is the biggest impact on
salmon in the Puget Sound.” So after
students completed an infiltration test
last spring, confirming that the soils
are appropriate for a rain garden, PCD
supported the rain garden by award-

Sidebar photo courtesy of Alisa Schindler, Redpoint Photography.
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ing a Green Partnership Fund grant
for the work and staff assisted the
school in the design and installation
of the rain garden.

(continued on page 14)
What once was a blackberry patch is now a
stormwater education tool: another great
rain garden for Tacoma thanks to 1st Grade
students who did the infiltration test and
helped plant the shrubs!

Local Water Quality Data
In the Spotlight: Creeks Highlighted this Quarter
Ohop Creek Stream Monitor:
Bob Kimball
Mashel River Stream Monitor:
Charlie Butler
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Ohop Creek is located in the Nisqually watershed.
It flows approximately 12 miles from its headwaters
upstream of Ohop Lake in a southwesterly direction to its confluence with the Nisqually River. One
significant feature of the creek is Ohop Lake which
occupies about 2 miles of the upper creek. The section
of Ohop Creek located above the lake is slough-like
(low velocity), and is the location of the monitoring
site. Volunteer collected data beginning in 2013 for
dissolved oxygen and water temperature is shown
above. The state standard for dissolved oxygen (blue)
and water temperature (green) are also represented
on the graph above. For this time period there was
one incidence of water temperature not meeting
the state standard (red circle) while there multiple
incidences of low dissolved oxygen (red bars) during
this time. Most of the data was collected during the
summer months when water levels are lower, flow is
much slower, and air temperatures are warmer, all of
which contribute to low dissolved oxygen levels.

The Mashel River is located in the Nisqually watershed. It flows approximately 20 miles from headwaters in the mountain slopes east of
Eatonville to its confluence with the Nisqually River. The Mashel River
supports runs of chinook, coho, and pink salmon. Volunteer collected
data beginning in 2013 for dissolved oxygen and water temperatures
are shown above. The state standard for dissolved oxygen (blue) and
water temperature (green) are also represented on the graph above.
For this time period (Feb 2013 to Dec 2015) there are several incidences of water temperature not meeting state standards (red circles)
while there were also several incidences of low dissolved oxygen (red
bars) during this time. The low dissolved oxygen levels and the high
water temperatures occurred during the summer months when water
levels can be very low and air temperatures high.
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Water Quality Improvement
MLK Event

On Martin Luther King Jr Day our
AmeriCorps intern, Nancy Huizar, led the
Urban Leaders in Training AmeriCorps
cohort to do some restoration along
Silver Creek, Puyallup. Our Executive
Director, Ryan Mello, joined the group
to help on this national day of service.
The team primarily worked on putting mulch around plants that were

Yakima “Y” Depave
Depave is moving forward with
planning our next project. Nominated by the community around
this asphalt island, the Yakima
“Y” project is being planned for
this fall. If you are interested in
being part of the Leadership Team
to work with PCD and the City
of Tacoma in the transformation
of this space, contact Melissa at
melissab@piercecountycd.org.
(Sidebar photo) Volunteers of all ages help
with Depave and have helped build great
momentum for the program. Additional
Depave events are coming soon!
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PCD AmeriCorps Intern, Nancy Huizar,
leads a group of volunteers on a
restoration day for Silver Creek.

planted last fall to keep invasive grass
down around the new plantings.  These
efforts will help improve water quality
for Silver Creek as well as decrease the
amount of flooding in the area.

Plenty of Volunteer Opportunities this Spring!
FREE Rain Garden Design
and Installation

Earth Day Event
at Silver Creek

PCD Intern Hosts
First Planting, Silver Creek

MARCH 29, 6-7:30 p.m.

APRIL 23, 9 a.m.-12 p.m.

MAY 5, 9 a.m.-12 p.m.

Join PCD and Earth Corps in a cohosted rain garden workshop in the
Vaughn Bay area of the KGI watershed.  
Come learn why rain gardens are an
important landscape feature to have
in your yard, the best plants for your
rain garden, and Earth Corps will be on
hand to answer installation questions.
20 SPOTS AVAILABLE. One FREE rain
garden design and installation will be
raffled off to workshop participants.

Silver Creek Habitat Stewards welcome
the Lions Club and community volunteers to plant native plants amongst
past plantings to continue the restoration of Silver Creek in Puyallup.
Volunteers will help move the site
forward, after which the Habitat
Stewards will continue to maintain.
Activities planting trees, grubbing
blackberry, pulling ivy, and mulching.

Steve Kastama, Clover Park Technical
College Intern, has spent several days
clearing the south east section of Silver
Creek, and now it is time to plant!  Join
Steve in completing this task on May
5th from 9am-12pm, which will help
complete his internship with PCD.

Become a Habitat Steward!
April 16, 10 a.m.–12 p.m.
The Green Puyallup Partnership is
joining forces with community stewards
to help restore Puyallup’s important
natural areas.  Join us on April 16th
to become a Habitat Steward and
help manage one of four site:  Meeker
Creek Restoration Area, Silver Creek,
Dead Man’s Pond, or Bradley
Lake Park.  Indoor training will
be from 10 a.m.-12 p.m. and
outdoor activity will be from
12:30-2 p.m. Lunch provided.

CONTACT
To RSVP for any of these planting
projects, please contact Melissa:
melissab@piercecountycd.org
(253) 845-9770 x109

Meeker Creek restoration planting Phase 1 is complete after
FIVE volunteer planting events.
Thank you to everyone who
came out to help. Phase II will
likely begin in the fall after
plant mortality is assessed.

13

Don’t forget about the farm
equipment and services
provided by the District:
First one’s free soil
sampling for pastures,
hay fields, and
commercial crops
Manure spreader rental
Poultry processing
unit rental
Electric fence
construction tool loan
Hay probe loan

PCD Joins New Effort
at the Puyallup Spring Fair
The District is excited to participate
in a new attraction at this year’s
Spring Fair known as “Outdoor
Adventure.” From April 14th-17th, we
will be in the Expo Hall with many
other organizations promoting outdoor
recreation and conservation. Similar to
the Northwest Outdoors Building at the
Washington State Fair in the fall, the
building will feature hands-on activities and attractions geared towards
families. There will be arts and crafts,
games, and interesting nature exhibits
throughout the building.

We are looking for volunteers to help
staff the District’s booth and interact
with fairgoers. The volunteer shifts are
three hours and you receive free admission tickets in return for your service.

CONTACT
If you are interested in volunteering,
please contact Chris Towe:
christophert@piercecountycd.org
(253) 845-9770 ext. 112.

Manure Share Program
(“Sherman Elementary Gets New Rain Garden...” continued from page 10)
As the garden matures over the next
few years, students will be able to
formally and informally make observations about the plants and animals that
will use this space. These positive experiences should lead to a willingness
to participate in
maintaining what
we have started
and to look for
other opportunities to make
positive impacts.”
– Ron Stanley
“I enjoyed watching the students
take ownership of
the process from
planning the layout
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of the pond to planting. They learned
about calculating soil infiltration
rates, what plants would thrive in their
garden and why, and why disconnecting
the roof downspout was important. Seeing their sense of pride that part of the
stormwater from their school roof is no
longer going directly to the Sound, but
is helping their garden grow is inspiring. I would love to try to put in another garden at the school or at different
school in Tacoma.” – Stephanie Brock
This is the third school rain garden that PCD has designed and
installed. Rain gardens provide a
perfect setting to teach about water
quality, habitat creation, and the
impact of student actions on protecting our natural resources.

April

March
Mar 2

Community Garden Roundtable
& Potluck: Tips and Tricks for
an Effective Work Party,
6–8 p.m. For more information
contact Micaela at micaelac@
piercecountycd.org or call
(253) 306-3457.

Mar 10

Rabbit Processing Workshop,
10 a.m.–12 p.m., Calendula
Farm. For more information
contact Chrissy at christinec@
piercecountycd.org.

Mar 23

Annual Meeting, 5 p.m.–8 p.m.
For more information contact
Allan at allanw@piercecountycd.
org or (253) 278.4320.

Mar 25

Agriculture Roundtable
Breakfast Club, 9 a.m.–10 a.m.,
Tim’s Kitchen. For more
information contact Chrissy at
christinec@piercecountycd.org.

Mar 29

Mar 29

New Community Garden Leader
Orientation, 6–8 p.m. For more
information contact Micaela at
micaelac@piercecountycd.org or
call (253) 306-3457.
FREE Rain Garden Design and
Installation, 6–7:30 p.m.
For more information contact
Melissa at melissab@
piercecountycd.org or
(253) 845-9770 x109.

May
May 5

May 7

Silver Creek Planting,
9 a.m.–12 p.m. For more
information contact Melissa at
melissab@piercecountycd.org
or (253) 845-9770 x109.
Harvest Pierce County’s 7th
Annual Spring Summit,
10 a.m.–3 p.m. For more
information contact Micaela
at micaelac@piercecountycd.
org or call (253) 306-3457.

May 27

Agriculture Roundtable
Breakfast Club, 9 a.m.–10 a.m.,
Tim’s Kitchen. For more
information contact Chrissy at
christinec@piercecountycd.org.

May 28

Aquaculture Workshop,
9 a.m.–4 p.m. For more
information contact Sofia at
sofiag@piercecountycd.org or
(253) 845-9770 x105.

Apr 9

Plant a Hedgerow,
9 a.m.–12 p.m. For more
information contact Jayme at
jaymeg@piercecountycd.org
or (253) 845-9770 x102.

Apr 14–17

WA State Spring Fair
Volunteers Needed,
10 a.m.–10 p.m. For more
information contact Chris
at christophert@piercecountycd.org or call (253)
845-9770 x112.

Apr 14

New Community Garden
Leader Orientation,
6–8 p.m. For more information contact Micaela at
micaelac@piercecountycd.
org or call (253) 306-3457.

Apr 16

Become a Habitat Steward!
10 a.m.–2 p.m. For more
information contact Melissa
at melissab@piercecountycd.
org or (253) 845-9770 x109.

Apr 20

Pasture Weeds Workshop,
3 p.m.–5 p.m. For more
information contact Sofia at
sofiag@piercecountycd.org
or (253) 845-9770 x105.

Apr 22

Agriculture Roundtable
Breakfast Club, 9 a.m.–10 a.m.,
Tim’s Kitchen. For more
information contact Chrissy at
christinec@piercecountycd.org.

Apr 23

Clarks Creek Planting,
9 a.m.–12 p.m. For more
information contact Jayme at
jaymeg@piercecountycd.org
or (253) 845-9770 x102.

Apr 23

Earth Day Event at Silver
Creek, 9 a.m.–12 p.m.
For more information contact
Melissa at melissab@
piercecountycd.org or
(253) 845-9770 x109.

Apr 28

Irrigation Wells and Water
Rights, 5 p.m.–7 p.m.
For more information
contact Rene at renes@
piercecountycd.org or
(253) 845-9770 x106.

Who We Are:
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Jeanette Dorner, Chair
Scott Gruber, Vice-Chair
David Seago, Auditor
Sheila Wynn, Member
Ernie Bay, Member
DISTRICT STAFF
Melissa Buckingham, Water Quality Improvement
and Monitoring Program Director
Chrissy Cooley, Agriculture Community
of Interest Coordinator
Micaela Cooley, Urban Agriculture Education
and Outreach Coordinator
Selena Corwin, Senior Finance and
Administrative Director
Mason Durfee, Program Specialist
Sofia Gidlund, Key Peninsula, Gig Harbor, and
Islands Watershed Program Manager
Chris Goodman, Water Quality Monitoring
Program Technician
Jayme Gordon, Habitat Improvement and
Environmental Education Program Director
Nancy Huizar, AmeriCorps Intern
Kathryn Mahan, Budget and Fund
Development Coordinator
Kristen McIvor, Urban Agriculture and
Local Access Program Director
Ryan Mello, Executive Director
Renee Meschi, Program Specialist
Caleb Mott, Water Quality Assistant
Isabel Ragland, Water Quality Monitoring
Program Manager
Bill Simper, Habitat Improvement Coordinator
René Skaggs, Farm Planning and Agricultural
Assistance Program Director
Chris Towe, Habitat Improvement and
Environmental Education Program Coordinator
Allan Warren, Community Engagement Manager
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
Puyallup Field Office
(253) 845-9272

Our Sponsors
The Pierce Conservation District would like to
thank businesses who have helped sponsor the
publication of The Tahoma View. If you or your
business would like to become a sponsor please
call (253) 845-9770.

Sidebar photo courtesy of Alisa Schindler, Redpoint Photography.
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CONSERVATION ACROSS PIERCE COUNTY
Folks from all around the county joined us for
our last Rabbit Processing Workshop, hosted by
Scott Gruber at his farm in Tacoma.

Upcoming
Events..

• PCD Annual Meeting
• Harvest Pierce County’s 7th
Annual Spring Summit
• Puyallup Spring Fair
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info@piercecountycd.org to receive this free publication, or if you wish
to be removed from the mailing list. | Pierce Conservation District is a
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