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Join Us On Our New Website: PierceCD.org
For those of you that haven’t visited
us online in a while, it’s time to come
take another look. Back in early July,
the District launched a brand new
website with a streamlined look and
a lot more functionality. With this
powerful new communication tool,
we’re now able to keep you better
informed at a fraction of the expense.
So if you’re not already, come interact
with us online and stay up to date
on all of our new events, workshops,
and volunteer opportunities.
Though we love our print newsletter, and won’t be taking it away from
you, we are conscious of trying to
keep you all informed in the most
cost effective way possible. If you’d
like to help us save money on our
print costs, go to this web address
and sign up for the digital version of
our newsletter and we’ll remove you
from our mailing list: www.piercecd.
org/341/Sign-up-for-our-mailing-lists.

New features include:
• An ONLINE CALENDAR displaying
all of our events and workshops
• ONLINE REGISTRATION for workshops and volunteer opportunities
• A BLOG that is updated weekly with
new announcements
• VIDEOS about our programs and
the impacts we’re having on local
conservation
• Learn who we are with our TEAM
MEMBER BIOGRAPHIES
• Learn about each of our programs
with QUICK, EASY ACCESS to all
kinds of information
• A robust RESOURCES SECTION with
conservation and farm management
tips, equipment rentals and our
Tips Brochure for Rural Living

(Sidebar photo) Local farmer, Kim Shelstad demonstrates an electric cross-fencing gate as part of
the educational farm tour he and his wife hosted at
their hay and cattle farm outside of Orting this fall.
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Conservation Corner
Annual Native Plant Sale:

Pre-Order Now Until January 22 for
Pick-Up February 26 & 27
The District offers almost 30 native tree
and shrub species for home landscapes
and conservation purposes, including:
naturescaping (low-water requirement
landscapes), rain garden installations,
wildlife enhancement, reforestation,
wetland and stream enhancement, and
erosion control, as well as landscaping around homes and farms. Native
plants have evolved to grow in the
soils, topography, and climate of
western Washington. This gives them
decided advantages, including greater
resistance to pests and better ability to withstand wet winters and dry
summers. It is for these reasons that
conservation districts across the state
promote the use of native plants.

These bare root plants have welldeveloped roots and are easy to
handle, transport and plant.
We strive to provide you with large
quantities of high quality and affordable bare root trees and shrubs, as
well as tree protector tubes, and
Plantskydd animal repellant.

CONTACT
Order on-line at:
www.piercenativeplantsale.com
Or request an order form
by contacting René:
(253) 845-9770 x106

CONTACT US:
PIERCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT
Phone: (253) 845-9770
Fax: (253) 845-4569
Toll Free: (866) 845-9485

In addition to
the District’s long
history of working
on water quality
issues at Lake
Debra Jane, as a
new partner jurisdiction Bonney
Lake residents
are now able to
receive our full
suite of services.

HARVEST PIERCE COUNTY:
(253) 278-6215
EMAIL/WEB:
info@piercecountycd.org
streamteam@piercecountycd.org
www.piercecountycd.org
www.piercecountycd.org/streamteam
MAIL:
P.O. Box 1057
Puyallup, WA 98371
OFFICE LOCATION:
5430 66th Avenue East
Puyallup, WA 98371

Like us on Facebook
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(Sidebar photo) Found along streambanks,
swamps, lake margins, and damp meadows in
full sun to partial shade. Great choice to plant to
prevent a blackberry stand invasion.

The District Welcomes Our AmeriCorps Intern!
Nancy Huizar joined the Pierce Conservation District as our new 2015-2016
AmeriCorps intern. She recently graduated from the University of Washington
with B.S. in Aquatic and Fishery Sciences. Nancy will primarily be working with
our Water Quality Program where she
will write up the water quality reports
of 2015, assist and host stream-side
plantings, and drafting grants for our
depave projects. In addition to working
with the Water Quality team, Nancy will
also be helping with our educational
outreach program. She is excited to
work with our educational team to
further our engagement with K-12
students all around Pierce County.

“I am super excited to work
on the many different tasks
the District has lined up for
me! I love working with
the community and I hope
my ideas will positively
impact the way the District
interacts with urban Pierce
County communities.”
- Nancy Huizar

Nancy Huizar joins us as this year’s
AmeriCorps Intern, bringing great
energy and enthusiasm to the team.

Welcoming Bonney Lake to the District
The City Council of Bonney Lake recently approved a measure to become one
of the District’s partner jurisdictions,
opening up residents to our full suite
of services. We are thrilled to welcome
the City of Bonney Lake as our newest
jurisdiction partner and look forward
to serving the community to improve
conservation and food access efforts.
The District actually has been working
with the City for more than a decade
on a sporadic annual contract basis.
The District began working with the
City in 2004 through our volunteer lake
monitoring program, originally training
13 volunteer monitors who provided
the City with data for an annual lake
report. This program continued annually until 2008, but budget constraints
curtailed District support beyond that.

The volunteers, however, remained
steadfast in their dedication to monitoring the water quality of Bonney and
Debra Jane Lakes and were able to
keep their monitoring efforts going
even without District support. These
efforts ultimately led to 2010 contract
between the City and the District to
produce Annual Lake Reports covering
2009–2011 and again last year to produce the reports covering 2012–2014.
Now, with the City joining our network
of jurisdictions, we can begin providing Bonney Lake residents with all
of our other services, which weren’t
available in the annual contracts.
If you would like to learn more about
our programs and services check
out our website at www.piercecd.
org and feel free to reach out to our
staff with any specific questions.

Services now available
to Bonney Lake
residents include:
• Community Gardens
• Fruit Gleaning
• Farm Planning
• Rain Gardens
• Numerous Workshops

CONTACT
For more information,
please contact Isabel:
isabelr@piercecountycd.org
(253) 845-9770 x103
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Habitat Improvement
Explore Nature at Sehmel
Homestead Park in Gig Harbor
Story by Kate Kuhlman, Great Peninsula Conservancy

When Henry Sehmel emigrated from
Germany in the 1880s, would he ever
imagine that his homesteaded land in
Gig Harbor would become a “diamond”
of a park in the South Sound? PenMet
Park’s Sehmel Homestead Park boasts
some of the best baseball and soccer fields in the region. Most of this
park – 76 acres – features natural areas
protected by a conservation easement,
including meadows, ponds, forests and
trails. Come explore Sehmel Homestead
Park and connect with nature!

History, Collaboration
and Recreation for All
Sehmel Homestead Park is the story of
four generations who lived on the land
for over 110 years, as well as the story
of neighbors, community groups and
government agencies who came together to protect this land forever. Many
people joined with Great Peninsula
Conservancy to raise money to purchase
the property and turn it into a park
for both active and passive recreation.
We succeeded! Today kids and adults
of all abilities go to Sehmel to play
sports, watch birds, learn about trees,
walk their dog, or take care of a trail.

(Right) Learning about
trees, plants and wildlife
on a free, guided nature
walk at Sehmel Homestead
Park in Gig Harbor. (Sidebar
photo) Jayme Gordon (PCD)
and Kate Kuhlman (GPC)
discuss opportunities for
collaboration at Semhel
Homestead Park.
Photos courtesy of
Liz Satterthwaite.
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Learn About Nature and Take
Care of This Special Place
Great Peninsula Conservancy is teaming
up with Pierce Conservation District,
PenMet Parks and other partners to
encourage more people to discover
the natural side of Sehmel Homestead
Park. The trails are open to the public every day. You also may enjoy a
guided nature walk or lend a hand
at a volunteer work party. Master
Gardeners has a demonstration garden
and offers free gardening talks. Come
explore and join your neighbors in
taking care of this special place!
For more information, please contact
Kate Kuhlman at kate@greatpeninsula.org or (360) 373-3500, or visit
GreatPeninsula.org. Great Peninsula
Conservancy protects natural habitats,
rural landscapes, and open spaces
throughout the Great Peninsula. GPC
holds the conservation easement
that ensures Sehmel Homestead
Park will stay natural forever.

Terry Robbins was one of almost 20
volunteers who helped plant more than
300 plants along a drainage that flows
from a horse facility near Gig Harbor into
Wollochet Bay on September 26.

Fall
Planting
Review:

Clarks Creek, a tributary to the lower
Puyallup River, was the recipient of some
habitat TLC in the form of a planting
that will transform a field of reed canary
grass into a multi-dimensional streambank of trees and shrubs.

Volunteers of all ages helped plant both
banks of an 800’ section of the South Fork
of Muck Creek in Graham on October 3,
proving you’re never too young (or too
old!) to take care of our streams.

Volunteers turned out from one end of Pierce County to the other last fall to help plant thousands of
trees and shrubs in an effort to restore and enhance fish and wildlife habitat and improve water quality.  
The District would like to extend a hearty “Thank You!” to all those who participated in these plantings, from the warm, later summer days in September to the crisp fall mornings of October, to the
cold and soggy rains of November.  Because of you, some of our county’s most valuable natural
resources are now on the road to providing the full potential of their ecological function.

On October 17, volunteers from
the District and PCC Farmland
Trust joined forces to complete
restoration of the stream
buffer along the headwaters
of Ball Creek near Orting. This
effort has been underway for a
year, with more than 800 new
plants installed over the course
of multiple work parties.
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Harvest Pierce County
End of Season Report
from the Gleaning Project
From June to November, 103 Harvest
Pierce County volunteers attended 96
harvests with the Gleaning Project,
capturing a total of 44,619lbs of
produce that would have otherwise
gone to waste. The overall harvest
this year included everything from
beets, squash, and beans, to figs,
strawberries, and even kiwi!
Gleaners get to experience not only
the different edibles that come with
each season, but also our county’s
wide range of food-producing terrain.
We’ve harvested in the wild beauty of
an abandoned orchard that’s become
an agricultural research station. We’ve
made our way through rows of corn
planted by a third generation farmer.
We’ve picked hundreds of pounds of
pears and persimmons from a yard
filled with trees that had been lovingly
tended and passed down through generations in one family. We’ve harvested
from commercial farms, homesteads,
backyards, parks, and gardens.
The land’s abundance exists in stark
contrast to the fact that one in five
Washingtonians rely on food banks.
Food that is trucked from across the
country and shipped from around
the world is both financially and
environmentally expensive, creating a
situation where food is plentiful but
only within reach of those who can
afford it. With the Gleaning Project,
volunteers harvest the nutritious
(Right) We had a great time celebrating the hard work and dedication of
our Harvest Pierce County volunteers
at this year’s AbunDance. Between
The Gleaning Project and Share the
Harvest, HPC volunteers helped donate
68,829lbs of food to local food banks
this year! (Sidebar photo) One of our
many dedicated volunteers helping
with a corn farm glean.
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Share the Harvest:
44 gardens throughout
Pierce County donated
24,210 pounds of produce
to local food banks this year,
the most ever recorded!

bounty all around us, making healthy
food that is both carbon neutral
and free available to all community
members, regardless of their income.
Every pound of our 44,619lb total has
been picked, loaded, and delivered by
our dedicated volunteers. Gleaners bring
produce to food banks, community
groups, shelters, hot meal sites, and
schools, to name a few. The Gleaning
Project strengthens community members’ connection to the environment
and to each other as we work together
to bring the bounty of the land to
meet the need of our neighbors.

Welcome Our New Harvest Pierce County Program Specialist
Renee Meschi joined the District as a
Harvest Pierce County Program Specialist in August, returning for the second
time after completing AmeriCorps
Summer VISTA service with Harvest
Pierce County in 2013. Now, Renee will
be focusing on the Gleaning Project,
as well as supporting Harvest Pierce
County as it broadens its definition of
a community garden, including food
forests, edible landscaping, and other
community-managed green spaces.
Renee has both studied and worked in
ecotourism at three different butterfly
gardens: one in Montezuma, Costa Rica,
the Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum in

Chicago, and the Smithsonian Museum
of Natural History in Washington, DC.
She was also a research intern for the
Wild Dolphin Project, observing the
communication and social systems
of spotted dolphins in their natural
habitat. All of these experiences
helped Renee develop an interest in
reconnecting humans to nature.
(continued on page 14)
Renee Meschi rejoins the District
team as a Harvest Pierce County
Program Specialist. As pictured
here, Renee will be helping manage the Gleaning Project.

Community Garden Leadership Training
Saturday, JANUARY 30
9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Register for Exact Location
The most rewarding aspects of gardening is the relationships which grow
created between people who come
together to steward these community
spaces. However, it can sometimes be
the most challenging. We are pleased
to announce a workshop hosted
in partnership with Pierce County
Center for Dialog & Resolution to
support gardeners to make gardening in community a rewarding one.

This daylong workshop will be a
great opportunity to support community gardeners to learn how to:
Engage fellow garden volunteers
Reduce conflict among gardeners
and neighbors
Make the most of gardeners’
strengths and skills
Maximize meetings and
work parties

This workshop is ideal for individuals
who are in a leadership position at
a community garden, interested in
starting a community garden, or are
an active community garden participant. We highly encourage community
gardens send their entire leadership
team if possible. If you have any questions or concerns, please email Micaela
Cooley: micaelac@piercecountycd.org
or visit harvestpiercecounty.org.

Implement participatory
decision making

Annual Seed Swap, Story Share, & Potluck
Thursday, FEBRUARY 18
5 p.m.-8 p.m.
Pierce Conservation
District Greenhouses
5430 66th Ave E,
Puyallup WA 98371
Every seed has a story – the land and
climate that has shaped them, the
hands that carried them from one place
to the next, and the people’s lives they
touched along the way. For Harvest
Pierce County’s 6th annual Seed Swap,
we are celebrating these stories and
inviting folks from Pierce County to
share some of theirs. If you have a seed
whose history you believe is story-wor-

thy, please email micaelac@piercecountycd.org or call (253)306-3457 to sign
up for 5 minutes at the microphone.
The evening will include a traditional seed swap and potluck. The
seed swap will work something
like this: bring any seeds you have
saved to share, left-over from last
season. Please do us a favor and..
1. Divide your seeds
2. Label your seeds with Variety and Type
3. Tell us how old your seeds are (or
write unknown if they are quite old)
When you arrive, please divide your

seeds by seed types (signs will be
placed around the room).  After eating
and sorting are through, we then call
each table up one by one. Depending
on how many seeds we get, we say that
each person can pick a certain number
of packets. We will cycle through all the
tables until all the seeds are gone or
until nobody wants anymore. All seeds
left-over are kept for “plant a row for
the hungry” or donated to food banks.
This is also a potluck, so please bring
a side dish, main course, or dessert to
share! Visit harvestpiercecounty.org
to RSVP and find more information.
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On the Farm
Farmers Market Campaign
Throughout the spring, Pierce Conservation District staff worked with managers
of Pierce County’s numerous Farmers Markets to put together a collaborative promotional campaign to help boost sales.
The impetus behind this work was the
US Department of Agriculture’s Farmers
Market Promotion Program (FMPP) grant
opportunity. This work recently paid off
as the USDA awarded the District nearly
$100,000 to support our local markets
and the over 120 farms they represent.
This support will come in
a number of forms:
•

Each market (11) will get their
own promotional video

•

They’ll each receive a food
demonstration kit to highlight
ways local consumers can
cook locally grown food

•

Each will get nearly $4,000 in print
materials including signs, banners,
posters, rack cards, and more

•

We will develop a “Buy Local” brand
for county wide market promotions

•

That brand will be used in regional
Pierce Transit advertising campaign
that will be matched dollar for dollar

•

All of the grant money spent on
this campaign will support
local businesses

•

Perhaps most
importantly, the
markets will work
together to make
it all happen

Tacoma residents braved
the fall weather to enjoy
the last Broadway Market
of the season. Learn
more about our local
Farmers Markets at www.
piercecountyfresh.com.
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In addition to simply increasing the
consumption of locally grown food,
the FMPP also prioritizes projects that
improve conditions for low income/
low access consumers. Almost all of
Pierce County’s Farmers Markets are
located in areas with significant populations of low income consumers who
have limited access to fresh fruits and
vegetables. In other words, many of
Pierce County’s residents live in food
deserts. This collaborative promotions
campaign will not only improve sales
of local agricultural products, but it
will do so in a way that will make our
local food system more equitable.
To do this, we’ll recruit Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)
benefit users from each of the local markets to help guide our efforts as a SNAP
Advisory Council. We’ll produce a video
to promote the fact that the SNAP payment system (EBT) is accepted at local
markets and to show users how to use it.
Some folks might ask why an equitable
food system matters, why not just
improve the sales at our markets and
local farms? It matters for many reasons,
the primary one being that low income/
low access consumers are caught in a
(continued on page 14)

Winter Farm and Home Educational Opportunities
Bale Silage (Haylage):
Producing, Feeding
and Ration Balancing
JANUARY 6, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Backstrom Farm, Roy
Round and rectangular bale silage is
gaining steadily in popularity as a
method of preserving a high-quality
and palatable grass forage. In western
Washington, with its abundant spring
and early summer rains, making
traditional hay before the 4th of July
is a gamble at best. Since hay silage is
baled with a higher moisture content
and requires a smaller window of
weather opportunity, more and more
Pacific Northwest dairy and livestock
producers are looking to this method of
ensiling to help them start harvesting
forage one to two months earlier. Bale
silage can help producers meet the
challenge of providing livestock with
cost-effective, high-quality feed, and
given a choice, most livestock prefer
hay silage to even premium alfalfa.
Join Washington State University
(WSU) nutrient management specialist Joe Harrison and Terry Backstrom
at his family’s farm in Roy to learn
the techniques and principles
necessary to producing and feeding high-quality hay silage.

Don’t forget about the farm
equipment and services
provided by the District:
First one’s free soil
sampling for pastures,
hay fields, and
commercial crops
Manure spreader rental
Poultry processing
unit rental
Electric fence
construction tool loan
Hay probe loan
Manure Share Program

Raising and Processing
Ducks for Meat

It’s the Dead of Winter, How
Do YOUR Paddocks Look?

JANUARY 7, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Calendula Farm, Tacoma

FEBRUARY TBD
Changing Rein, Graham

Ducks are a versatile bird, producing
large tasty eggs and flavorful meat.
Here at the district, we are seeing
a steady increase in the number of
producers renting our poultry processing equipment specifically to process
ducks. Scott Gruber of Calendula Farm
exclusively raises Pekin ducks for
their meat and eggs, which he sells
from his farm business and at the
Proctor Farmers Market in Tacoma.

It’s the middle of winter when mud can
be at its worst on livestock properties
here in western Washington. That is not
the case at Sandra Boe’s Changing Rein
Equine Assisted Therapies Center where
the horses live in mud-free winter
paddocks made possible by grading
a 1-2% slope away from the barn,
installing gravel over geotextile fabric
to prevent the gravel from mixing with
the soil below, and by installing gutters
on the barn to route the clean roof
water away from the paddocks and to
keep that area drier. Manure is picked
daily from the paddocks to prevent
the gravel from becoming muck and
is placed in manure storage structures
designed by Sandra’s architect husband
David. Tour the farm, get some tips,
and maybe a little inspiration for
what you can do to improve your farm
this coming summer so your livestock
won’t be living in mud next winter!

Join us at Calendula Farms to learn
about raising ducks for meat and
eggs and the WSDA licensing and
rules for retail sales. And get specific tips for processing ducks as we
process them from start to finish
using Featherman poultry processing
equipment in this hands-on class.

Rabbit Processing Workshop
JANUARY 16, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Calendula Farm, Tacoma
Join us at a commercial farm that
grows ducks, turkeys, chickens, and
rabbits! This workshop will cover
everything from picking to processing
your rabbit for food and pelts. This
workshop is limited to 12 participants
but we will hold a second workshop in
early March. Please email ChristineC@
piercecountycd.org to register.

Mud Management/Winter
Farm Projects
FEBRUARY TBD
Key Peninsula (please register for
exact location)
With 38-54 inches of rain every year
mud can easily become a problem on
the farm. Mud harbors bacteria and
diseases and causes more problems
than a lost boot. Learn what you can
do both in the short-term and longterm to eliminate mud on your farm.
We will also discuss other good winter
projects for the farm.

Farm to Table Workshop
FEBRUARY 25, 5–7 p.m.
TBD
Here is your chance to meet and network with farmers and purchasers! This
is a dynamic event focused on making
connections, sourcing products, and
discovering new market opportunities
for Pierce County. Please email ChristineC@piercecountycd.org to register.

CONTACT
Unless otherwise noted,
please contact René or Sofia to
register and receive directions
to the workshops:
(253) 845-9770
sofiag@piercecountycd.org
renes@piercecountycd.org

9

Water Quality Improvement
The District Welcomes
Our New Water Quality Assistant!
Caleb Mott initially joined the District
as an intern in March of 2015, assisting the farm team under Sofia Gidlund
in developing a Farm Inventory of the
Key Peninsula, Gig Harbor, and Island’s
watershed. This Fall, Caleb was given a
more permanent home with the District
when he was hired as the District’s
Water Quality Assistant. This position
involves cleaning and distributing
Water Quality Kits that are loaned
out to volunteers throughout Pierce
County. In the coming months, Caleb
hopes to take on increased responsibility in his position and help expand
and streamline the Water Quality Kit
Program to help it become even more
robust than it already is. He also gets
the chance to help plan, setup, and
host plantings that help restore riparian
zones along creeks in the county.  
Caleb comes to the District with experience in invasive plant removal, riparian
zone restoration, and salmon habitat
restoration, which he obtained while
working for the Washington Conservation Corps in 2010. Caleb is also
currently completing his last quarter
at University of Washington, Tacoma,
where he will receive a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Environmental Studies.

Winter
Stream
Monitoring
Schedule:
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Caleb Mott joins the team as our new
Water Quality Assistant, bringing with
him a lifelong passion for protecting
Washington’s natural resources.

Caleb was raised in Washington State
and grew up in a family that taught
him to be conscious of the importance
of this area’s natural resources both
culturally and economically. From
there it has grown into a passion that
is shaping into a lifelong career.

Quarterly monitors: schedule monitoring session
between December 21, 2015 and March 14, 2015.
Bimonthly monitors: Monitor stream
site January and March.
We are entering the time of year when there
are higher and swifter stream flows so be
careful when entering streams to collect
samples and take stream measurements.

Local Water Quality Data
In the Spotlight: Creeks Highlighted this Quarter
Chambers Creek Stream Monitor:
Tony Forsyth - Tony has just retired from stream monitoring
which he has been doing on a monthly basis since early 2000!
Thank you for 16 years of service, Tony!
Spanaway Creek Stream Monitors:
Sue Thompson, Lara Linde
KGI WATERSHED
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Chambers Creek is located in the CloverChambers Creek watershed. It flows approximately 4 miles from the outlet of Lake
Steilacoom to Chambers Bay. Chambers Creek
supports runs of chum and coho salmon.
Volunteer collected data beginning in 2013
for dissolved oxygen and water temperatures
are shown above. The state standard for dissolved oxygen (blue) and water temperature
(green) are also represented on the graph
above. For this time period (Jan 2013 to Sept
2015) there are several incidences of water
temperature not meeting state standards
(red circles) while there were also several
incidences of low dissolved oxygen (red bars)
during this time.

Spanaway Creek is about 5.8 miles in length
originating from springs and marshes located on
JBLM (Ft. Lewis) flowing through Lake Spanaway
and eventually into Clover Creek near McChord
airfield. Volunteer collected data beginning in
2013 for dissolved oxygen and water temperatures
are shown above. The state standard for dissolved
oxygen (blue) and water temperature (green) are
also represented on the graph above. For this time
period ( Jan 2013 – Sept 2015) there are several
instances of water temperatures not meeting state
standards (red circles), while dissolved oxygen
levels did meet state standards.
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Water Quality Improvement
Fall Was a Successful Season of Plantings
1st Annual Green Puyallup Day
The Green Puyallup Partnership is the
most recent addition to the Green City
Partnerships family. Formed in 2015,
the Green Puyallup Partnership is a
public-private venture between the
City of Puyallup, Pierce Conservation
District, Forterra, other nonprofits,
businesses, and community members.
The Green Puyallup Partnership’s
vision is to restore and maintain
natural open spaces that support
healthy ecosystems and waterways
through community stewardship.

Camp Murray
Many hands made
easy work in planting 600 native trees
and shrubs along this
kokanee salmon bearing stream. 60 cadets
and 43 volunteers
worked side by side
to plant and mulch
these plants into
their forever homes.

(Sidebar photo) Ken Gill and his son, Adam, joined
35 other volunteers on November 7th at the Meeker
Creek Restoration site in Puyallup.
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To celebrate this new partnership and
help our long-standing Habitat Steward
team at Silver Creek we brought 12
community volunteers onto the site to
move their project forward by planting
170 trees and shrubs. If you would like
to help support the ongoing efforts of
this site ask Melissa (melissab@piercecountycd.org) to connect you with this
stewardship group. Typical work parties
are the first Saturday of each month.
See back cover for volunteer photo.

McKinley Depave Planting
To complete the transformation of
the McKinley Business District 42
volunteers planted nearly 3,000
shrubs along 2 ½ blocks of the
McKinley Ave corridor.  We are
looking for interested folks to water
these plants over the next 3 years,
so if you are interested in helping
this site establish, contact Melissa
at melissab@piercecountycd.org.

Meeker Creek
Restoration Project

Before

A busy fall of 4 separate planting
events has led to 10,000 native trees
and shrubs being planted in this
floodplain. Once a reed canary grass
infested field, this site is now an
active floodplain that holds water in
flood events, reducing the impact to
neighboring properties. One neighbor
posted on Facebook that fall rain events
that normally filled his basement are
no longer a concern! It is working!
We still have some finishing touches to
do at this site, so mark your calendars
for February 27 from 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
to join us on site. RSVP with Melissa
at melissab@piercecountycd.org.

CONTACT

After

To RSVP for any of these planting
projects, please contact Melissa:
melissab@piercecountycd.org
(253) 845-9770 x109

13

(“Farmers Market Campaign” continued from page 8)
tough feedback loop: more nutritious
food allows people to do better in
school or at work and therefore increase
their income and access to healthy
food. By providing greater access to
healthy food, we’re giving people better
opportunity in our society as a whole.
Another important reason to focus on
low income/low access is simpler: it’s
the best way to boost the bottom line.
By focusing our promotional efforts
on consumers who are enrolled in
SNAP we will leverage dollars to have a
multiplier effect for local farmers. Each
$1 in SNAP benefits spent results in
a $1.80 impact on the local economy,
a $.34 increase in farm production,
and an $.11 increase in farm value.
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Currently, only 1% of sales at local
farmers markets are going to SNAP
benefits users, even though they
make up nearly 15% of Pierce County’s
population. Over 42,000 households
in Pierce County spend roughly $10
million per month in SNAP benefits. How
much better off will those households
be if more of those dollars are spent
on fresh, healthy, locally grown food?
How much better off will our local
farmers be if more of those dollars are
spent to support their hard work?
We can boost the economic impact
of our local food system and make it
more equitable. With this collaborative promotions program, we will.

(“Welcome Our New Harvest
Pierce County Program Specialist”
continued from page 7)
Renee is a recent graduate of the
University of Puget Sound, and her
research centered on the human
stories behind the different plants
and mushrooms that make up the
landscape in our watershed. The Swan
Creek Park Food Forest, Tacoma’s first
agroforestry project, was the focus of
her interdisciplinary studies, providing
a living library of natural history.
Human connections to plants are
almost always via food or medicine,
and agroforestry, gardening, and
farming are some of the most direct
ways in which we still connect with
the natural world. Passionate about
finding the intersection between
ecological and social justice, Renee
sees capturing waste while providing fresh, healthy food for our local
community as a living example of this
intersection, and is excited to begin
working with the District and Harvest
Pierce County to build healthy food
systems, and a healthy environment.

February

December
Dec 2

AgCOI Get Together, 6-8 p.m.,
Arista Pasta, Puyallup. For more
info contact Chrissy at (253)
845-9770 ext 104 or ChristineC@piercecountycd.org.

Dec 5, 12, & 19

Dec 10

Proctor Farmers Market,
9 a.m. – 2 p.m., North 27th
and Proctor Street, Tacoma.
Last three markets of the year!
Agritourism Workshop 3,
5-7 p.m., Public Safety Building,
Orting. For more info contact
Chrissy at (253) 845-9770
ext 104 or ChristineC@piercecountycd.org.

Dec 18

Agriculture Roundtable Breakfast, 9-10 a.m., Orting Bakery,
Orting. For more info contact
Chrissy at (253) 845-9770 ext
104 or ChristineC@piercecountycd.org.

Feb TBD

Feb TBD

Mud Management/Winter
Farm Projects, Key Peninsula.
For more info contact Sofia
at (253) 845-9770 ext 105 or
SofiaG@piercecountycd.org.

Feb 18

Annual Seed Swap, Story
Share, & Potluck, 5-8 p.m.,
Pierce Conservation District,
Puyallup. For more info
contact Micaela at (253)
306-3457 or micaelac@
piercecountycd.org.

Feb 25

Farm to Table Workshop,
5-7 p.m., TBD. For more info
contact Chrissy at (253) 8459770 ext 104 or ChristineC@
piercecountycd.org.

Feb 26

Agriculture Roundtable
Breakfast, 9-10 a.m.,
Orting Bakery, Orting.
For more info contact
Chrissy at (253) 845-9770
ext 104 or ChristineC@
piercecountycd.org.

Feb 27

Meeker Creek Restoration
Planting, 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.,
Puyallup. For more info
contact Melissa at (253) 8459770 ext 109 or MelissaB@
piercecountycd.org.

January
Jan 6

Bale Silage (Haylage):
Producing, Feeding and Ration
Balancing, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.,
Backstrom Farm, Roy. For more
info contact René at (253)
845-9770 ext 106 or  ReneS@
piercecountycd.org.

Jan 7

Raising and Processing Ducks
for Meat, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.,
Calendula Farm, Tacoma. For
more info contact René at (253)
845-9770 ext 106 or ReneS@
piercecountycd.org.

Jan 16

Rabbit Processing Workshop,
10 a.m. – 12 p.m., Calendula
Farm, Tacoma. For more info
contact Chrissy at christinec@
piercecountycd.org.

Jan 22

Agriculture Roundtable
Breakfast, 9-10 a.m., Orting
Bakery, Orting. For more info
contact Chrissy at (253) 8459770 ext 104 or ChristineC@
piercecountycd.org.

Jan 28

Drainage: On the Farm - A
Discussion on the Problems &
Strategies, Allmendinger Hall,
WSU Campus, Puyallup. For more
info visit: www.piercecountywa.
org/farmforum.

Jan 30

Community Garden Leadership
Training, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.,
Pierce County Center for Dialogue
& Resolution, Tacoma. For more
info contact Micaela at
(253) 306-3457 micaelac@
piercecountycd.org.

It’s Dead of Winter, How do
Your Paddocks Look?, Changing Rein, Graham. For more
info contact René at (253)
845-9770 ext 106 or ReneS@
piercecountycd.org.

Who We Are:
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Jeanette Dorner, Chair
Scott Gruber, Vice-Chair
David Seago, Auditor
Sheila Wynn, Member
Ernie Bay, Member
DISTRICT STAFF
Melissa Buckingham, Water Quality Improvement
and Monitoring Program Director
Chrissy Cooley, Agriculture Community
of Interest Coordinator
Micaela Cooley, Urban Agriculture Education
and Outreach Coordinator
Selena Corwin, Senior Finance and
Administrative Director
Mason Durfee, Program Specialist
Sofia Gidlund, Key Peninsula, Gig Harbor, and
Islands Watershed Program Manager
Chris Goodman, Water Quality Monitoring
Program Technician
Jayme Gordon, Habitat Improvement and
Environmental Education Program Director
Nancy Huizar, AmeriCorps Intern
Kathryn Mahan, Budget and Fund
Development Coordinator
Kristen McIvor, Urban Agriculture and
Local Access Program Director
Ryan Mello, Executive Director
Renee Meschi, Program Specialist
Caleb Mott, Water Quality Assistant
Isabel Ragland, Water Quality Monitoring
Program Manager
Bill Simper, Habitat Improvement Coordinator
René Skaggs, Farm Planning and Agricultural
Assistance Program Director
Chris Towe, Habitat Improvement and
Environmental Education Program Coordinator
Allan Warren, Community Engagement Manager
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
Puyallup Field Office
(253) 845-9272

Our Sponsors
The Pierce Conservation District would like to
thank businesses who have helped sponsor the
publication of The Tahoma View. If you or your
business would like to become a sponsor please
call (253) 845-9770.
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CONSERVATION ACROSS PIERCE COUNTY
Twelve volunteers braved the heavy rains to
plant 170 trees and shrubs along Silver Creek
for our 1st Annual Green Puyallup Day.

Upcoming Events..
• Farm Forum Workshop Series
• Winter Classes
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piercecountycd.org to receive this free publication, or if you wish to be
removed from the mailing list. | Pierce Conservation District is a subdivision
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