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Legislature Approves Much Needed
Support for Our Work
There is very good news out of Olympia
about locally-led conservation. On April
24, Governor Inslee signed in to law
Senate Bill 5322 making it possible for
Pierce, King, Snohomish and Spokane
Conservation Districts to raise the cap
on our local funding limits for the
first time in 25-years. Over this time,
the demands for our services and the
complexity of the natural resource
problems we are responsible for addressing have increased dramatically.
Pierce Conservation District’s current
system of rates and charges raises
approximately $1.3 million annually to
address everything from urban water
pollution to farm plans. In addition
to all of our project work, we work
tirelessly to leverage these funds 1:1
with private philanthropic dollars, state

On the Farm

and federal grants, and earned revenue,
which all serves as the core funding
for the District’s critical projects.
As many of you know, the need for
our work is ever growing. Requests
for farm plans on cost-share projects
to address pollution problems are on
nearly a year and a half wait list.
We are losing vital native habitat
more quickly than we can recover
it. Our rivers, creeks, and streams
remain on polluted status because the
resources are not available to work
collaboratively to improve them. The
demand for more local, healthy food
continues to climb. The interest and
demand for our work and the solutions we bring could not be higher,
but our ability to scale-up and deliver
more services has been hamstrung.
(Continued on page 14)
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Governor Inslee signed Senate Bill 5322 into law on April 24th accompanied by PCD Executive
Director Ryan Mello and Board Chair Jeanette Dorner. Representatives from Snohomish, King,
and Spokane Conservation Districts were also present.
Sidebar photo courtesy of Alisa Schindler, Redpoint Photography.
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Annual Native
Plant Sale:
26,840 Plants
Got Out to 403
Pre-Sale, and
Numerous Walk-Up
Sale Customers
Thank you to the many Pierce
County residents who care about
enhancing the Pierce County
landscape for the benefit of
its citizens and wildlife through the
planting of native species. The plant
sale could not happen without the
many wonderful volunteers who helped
throughout the week. A big thank you
to: Mary Taylor, Dale Thompson, Jim
Anderson, Chris Goodman 6, Hermine
Soler, Brian Sullivan, Phyllis Rader,
Erika Redvinak, John Hilsendeger,
Keith Chadd, Bill Brookreson, Paul
Cromey, Sharon Jaimis-Graeme, Terry
Robbins, Mike Viafore, Debra Ross,
Patrick Ryan, Rowena Forde, Taylor
and Avery Skaggs, Sue Leland, John
Morum, Chuck Natsuhara, Christine
Bynum, and Helen Wilson. Also helping
out this year was the district’s Americorps NCCC crew. Their total hours of
volunteer time came to 305.5 hours!
Karen Payseno of Vaughn was the
lucky winner of the drawing held for
customers who placed their orders
early. Along with her plant order, she
and her husband took home a 7’ tall
balled and burlapped Ponderosa pine
tree. After finding out she was the
winner, Karen said, “We will be glad to
have the tree as our neighboring piece
of property is in the process of being
clear-cut and we are sick about it. We
will plant the tree with great honor!!”
Many thanks to Woodbrook Nursery
who was on hand both days providing
potted native plants species that do
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Karen Payseno and her husband, of Vaughn, next
to the 7’ tall balled and burlapped Ponderosa
pine tree they won through the drawing held for
customers who placed their orders early. Place
your orders early next year and you may win!

not do well in bare root form. Also back
again this year was Dan Borba from
Natural Rainwater, educating folks on
the benefits of capturing and using rain
water in his rain barrels repurposed
from food grade plastic containers.
Through funding provided by the Puget
Sound Partnership, 7-gallon potted
street trees were available for sale at
a very low cost on the pick-up days.
We strive to bring you quality native
plant stock at low prices, and hope your
plants are doing well and are beginning
to put on new growth. Please let us
know if you have had any plants that
died immediately in spite of your best
efforts. We will be happy to give you a
coupon for replacement plants for next
year’s sale. Remember to make sure
and water your plants at least once a
week to help get them through their
first summer. We look forward to seeing
you at the plant sale next year and
always look forward to hearing about
how your plants are doing from previous years. Look for the 2016 pre-order
form in the fall edition of the Tahoma
View, and as with last year, you can
also order on-line at www.piercenativeplantsale.com starting in October.

Packed House for 2015 Annual Meeting
Over 200 Pierce Conservation District
supporters showed up for our 2015
Annual Meeting, our best turnout
ever! Alina’s Soups did a great job of
cooking up some delicious food to keep
everyone happy as we celebrated our
wonderful volunteers and partners.
With everyone’s bellies full, our Board
of Supervisors Chair Janette Dorner got
things started followed by the presentation of PCD’s top 10 accomplishments
of 2014* by our Executive Director,
Ryan Mello. 2014 was quite a year.
The most important part of the night,
however was in acknowledging our
fantastic volunteers and supporting
partners. We got to hear from each of
them as we presented them with awards
that were handcrafted by local artists.

Executive Director Ryan Mello and Board Chair Jeanette Dorner present Girl Scouts
of Service Unit 621 with their awards for being our Group of the Year.

OUR 2014 AWARDEES:

PCD’S TOP 10 ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF 2014*

Municipal Partner

TAGRO

Community
Garden/Gardener

Intel DuPont Community Garden

Elected Official

Mayor Marilyn Strickland, Tacoma

Above & Beyond Award

Dawn Overbeck (HPC Volunteer)

Agency Partner

Pierce County Agricultural Program

Wildlife Steward

Ali Afrafssiabi

Conservation Practice
Implementation

David and Susan Scott

Commercial Partner
(or Community Partner)

#10

110,000 lbs of food collected by volunteers
and donated to local Food Banks and school
districts.

#9

16,800 sq. ft. of asphalt removal in process
resulting in the removal of 408,436 gallons of
polluted stormwater runoff from our waterways.

#8

We launched two new fecal monitoring
programs, bringing our total to 45 streams
monitored at 66 sites for water quality data.

Hillside Gardens

#7

15th anniversary of our
Lake Monitoring program!

Volunteer of the Year

Jim Newman

#6

Group of the Year

Girl Scouts of Service Unit 621

Our efforts led to two shellfish areas being
upgraded and reopened for harvesting!

Educator of the Year

Bethany Schmidt (SAMI)

#5

Ernie Bay Lifetime
Achievement Award

Don Russell

292 people attended our farm
workshops last year.

Community Partnership

Depave Partnership: The River Network,
Stewardship Partners, Portland DePave

#4

We invested $99,138.68 in Best Management
Practices through our cost-share program.

5-year Volunteer
Commitment Recognition

Enid Larson
Jan Wieser
Char Poggensee
Zack, Leonie, and David Potts
Chris & Gary Wick

#3

We launched the Agriculture Community of
Interest effort.

#2

We treated 30 miles of streams in the
Nisqually Watershed and Prairie Creek to
eradicate Japanese Knotweed.

5-year Plant Sale Recognition

Lindanne Gores
Barb Bourscheidt
Terry Robbins
Taylor and Avery Skaggs
Jeanine Closson

#1

We engaged 925 youth in presentations and
field trips to educate them about conservation.

*For a full picture of everything we accomplished in 2014,
pick up our 2014 Annual Report or view it online at:
http://www.piercecountycd.org/images/PCD_AnnRprt_2014_200ppi.pdf.
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Habitat Improvement
Children’s
Water Festival
For the first time in its 12-year
history, the Pierce Conservation
District hosted the Children’s
Water Festival on April 23
for more than 850 5th grade
students from across Pierce
County. Grey skies and the
ultimate arrival of rain couldn’t
dampen the spirits of those
in attendance, as exemplified
by one excited student who
was overheard saying, “This
is the best field trip ever!”
The Children’s Water Festival
brings together teachers,
students, local government
agencies, non-profits, and other
The Incredible Edible Aquifer, (sidebar photo left)
organizations for a fun-filled
and a kayaking demonstration in the Expo Hall
day focused on one of our most pre(above) were just two of more than 45 waterrelated activities enjoyed by Pierce County 5th
cious natural resources: water. The
graders at the 2015 Children’s Water Festival.
Festival presents the importance of
water from a variety of perspectives
(commercial, public health, recreation,
everywhere in between; the many staff
environmental, etc.) and through a
from local agencies and organizations,
multitude of engaging, interactive
water purveyors, and individual volunsessions such as What’s Going on in the
teers who led activities or acted as FesRiver?, Orca Acoustival guides for the classes;
tics, Incredible Edible
the Tacoma School District’s
“I love water! I have
Aquifer, Water QualProfessional Development
ity Investigators, Dog never said that before,
Center for being our host
Doo Dash, and Water but now I know how
facility; and the former FesConservation Relay,
many creatures eat fish, tival coordinators from the
to name a few. Many
live in water, need water. Tacoma-Pierce County Health
students also had a
Department who lent materichance to participate I loved that field trip.
als, supplies, advice, and
And the games. Learning the wisdom of experience.
in the Expo Hall,
where they could
facts, playing games, it We would also like to thank
choose from activiwas wonderful.” - Ruby the financial and in-kind
ties ranging from fish
supporters who provided
5th grade student, Ptarmigan Ridge Elem.
painting, to kayak
funding or other donations,
and SCUBA demonincluding: The Russell Family Foundastrations, to Water Jeopardy and maktion, Puyallup Tribe of Indians, Water
ing your own fishing lure, for example.
Cooperative of Pierce County, ChambersThe District would like to thank the
participating schools, teachers, and
students from Vaughn to Wilkeson and
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Clover Creek Watershed Council, Lu
Winsor Memorial Grant, Papa John’s,
Mountain Mist, Starbucks, and Costco.

Rain Barrel
Workshops

Anxious to capture the last few drops of rain before summer hits, store it in a brand new rain
barrel, and use it to water your flowers and shrubs? The District will wrap up its spring rain
barrel workshop series with four more opportunities to get started on rain water harvesting!
See below for dates and other details.

JUNE 9
Gig Harbor
6-7:30 p.m.

JUNE 16
Spanaway Elementary
6-7:30 p.m.

JUNE 10
Steilacoom/Dupont
7:30-9 p.m.

Priority will be given to
residents within Gig Harbor
city limits. Rain barrels are free
(limit one per household).

Must live in unincorporated
Pierce County. $25 due at the
time of registration. Limit one
rain barrel per household.

Open to residents of DuPont and
Steilacoom. Learn about the benefits of rain harvesting and how
to assemble your own barrel. One
free rain barrel per household.

Space is limited, register now!

CONTACT
For questions or more information about the Gig Harbor and
Pierce County (Spanaway) workshops, contact Jayme Gordon:
(253) 845-9770 ext. 102
jaymeg@piercecountycd.org

For questions or more information about the Steilacoom
and DuPont workshops, contact Chris Towe:
(253) 845-9770 ext. 112
christophert@piercecountycd.org

Ball Creek Benefits from
More Planting
On April 11, a hard working cadre’ of volunteers from Boeing, PCC
Farmland Trust, and the District’s Stream Team planted more than
300 native trees and shrubs along the headwaters of Ball Creek, a
tributary to the Puyallup River between Sumner and Orting.
Considered Phase 2 of a three-phase project, the cedars, maples,
salmonberry, indian plum, and other native plant species replaced a
long thicket of blackberries that were adding little to no habitat value
to the stream. A third (and final) planting is anticipated this fall to
complete the restoration of more than 1000 linear feet of Ball Creek.
(Right) Volunteers plant native trees and shrubs to restore a healthy
buffer between Ball Creek and working farmlands near Orting.

Stormdrain Marking
Volunteers Needed

Be a part of the solution to the problem of pollution! Volunteers are needed to help
mark stormdrains in the Parkland and South Hill areas with the “Dump No Waste,
Only Rain Down the Drain” message. Rain water flowing over parking lots, roads,
and other hard surfaces picks up a slew of pollutants, which are carried into our
rivers, lakes, and Puget Sound and are a major source of water quality degradation.
Stormdrain marking is a fun and easy activity for families, neighbors, church
groups, summer camps, and more. Contact Jayme Gordon (253) 845-9770 ext. 102 or
jaymeg@piercecountycd.org for more information on how you can get involved!

5

Harvest Pierce County
Our Veggie Co-op Gives Community Members
Hiding in plain sight on E 96th
and Waller Road is a unique
property owned by the Franklin
Pierce School District. In 2014,
the School District partnered with
Harvest Pierce County, the urban
agriculture program of the Pierce
Conservation District to help
breathe new life into the property.
Harvest Pierce County (HPC) manages the Veggie Co-op program,
which helps volunteers to grow
thousands of pounds of fresh
food shared with the emergency
food system and Franklin Pierce
School District while educating
participants in best practices for
sustainable vegetable production. Volunteers manage the
farm with help of HPC staff from
seed to harvest, connecting with
their food system, community,
and environment. Veggie Co-op
is family friendly and thrives
off the knowledge and experience of participants of all ages.
Veggie Co-op is a response to the
growing demand from the community
for a chance to grow food on a larger
scale. HPC hopes the program functions as an entry point for people
interested in farming and growing
food on a large scale. Working the
property as a community has many
advantages. Experienced volunteers
share knowledge, techniques, and skills
with less experienced folks, and the
variety of farm work means there is a
job for everyone, from small children
to seniors. Working together means
more can get done in a short work
party, and tasks can be divided up into
small crews for maximum efficiency.
In 2014, the Veggie Co-op produced
over 5000 lbs of fresh food after
a late start. Expanding to over
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Volunteer and Above and Beyond Award
winner, Dawn Overbeck, harvesting cabbages from our Veggie Co-op last year.

2-acres this season, volunteers and
staff hope to produce significantly
more for their families and donation to local food banks.
Volunteers get involved with Veggie Co-op for many reasons. Some
want to learn how to grow vegetables
sustainably; some want to have extra
fresh produce in the harvest months;
and some want their families to
become connected to their food.
“I volunteered with the Veggie co-op
for several reasons,” shared Marley
Gaither, who started volunteering
in 2014. “I was able to learn about
gardening to help provide fresh vegetables to people who would not have

Chance to Grow Their Own Food
access otherwise. The Veggie Co-op
experience exceeded my expectations.
I really enjoyed every work party. I
gained a great deal of confidence and
my children ages 18, 14, 9, 7, and 8
found a new understanding and appreciation of where our food comes from.
It was truly a priceless experience.”
A typical work party involves some
work in the School District’s state-ofthe-art greenhouses, and some lecture/
discussion about the work to be done
that day. The educational component of Veggie Co-op is the foremost
concern – making sure volunteers
come to understand the farm as a
living ecosystem with concerns for
soil health, disease and pest issues,

and quality and nutrition of the food
grown. In addition to higher level
learning, volunteers get to practice
the best techniques for planting,
harvesting, and weeding techniques,
and long term farm management.
“Just to experience hands on learning
while giving something back to the
community,” said Sharon Churchman
when asked why she volunteers at the
Veggie Co-op. “I wanted to find out
what it would be like to work together
with a group of different people in
a common cause. We enjoyed sharing pieces of our lives as we worked
together learning from each other’s
experiences, success, and failures”

Harvest Pierce County and Franklin
Pierce School District staff have
grand, long-term plans for the site,
including: expansion of the Veggie Co-op program, establishment
of perennial crops such as berries,
developing holistic management
plans for the farm, and much more.

CONTACT
If you are interested in being
involved with Veggie Coop
and/or the farm property,
please contact Matt Price:
Mattp@piercecountycd.org

2015 Spring Summit was a Great Success!
• Heather Jo Flores kicked off her national book tour with our event,
celebrating the anniversary of her co-authored book “Food not
Lawns.” This book has inspired many to join in the movement of
growing food in our urban green spaces.
• Attendees, volunteers, and educators dined on a delicious and
healthy lunch catered by Neighborhood Bistro, a program which
also manages a culinary skills training program.
• Over a dozen great classes on food and gardening were taught
by local experts: foraging, hoop-house building, year-round and
container gardening, native gardening, fermenting and preserving,
community building, botanical illustration, soils and vermiculture.
• Sustainable Roots hosted a day of youth activities for the youngest
of Pierce County’s emerging gardeners.
• It was a record attendance year with over 200 attendees.
An enormous thank you to our sponsors: Coordinated Care,
MultiCare, the City of Tacoma’s Environmental Services, Tehaleh,
Puget Sound Energy, and the Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department who made this event possible and FREE for the public!
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On the Farm
Climate Change and Livestock Keeping:
Managing the Uncertainty
Worldwide when there are new disease
outbreaks (human or horse), there
seems to be a link between climate
change and infectious disease risk.
A warmer environment and changing weather patterns influence many
factors which encourage disease
outbreaks, disease transmission and
the emergence of new diseases. Warmer
temperatures enable disease-carrying
organisms to extend their ranges, have
a longer breeding season and generally become more virulent. Animals
(both domestic and wild) which are
already stressed by changes (less water,
hotter temps, less food availability,
etc.) are now more susceptible to
diseases, particularly to new diseases,
moving into the areas. This interaction of stressed animals and new
pathogens, along with animals which
are immunologically naïve, causes
new disease outbreaks in livestock.

Managing the Uncertainty
The trending in climate change points
to things being much different in the
next 10 or 50 years. Worldwide we are
experiencing extreme weather events
which previously were in 100-year
cycles. Expectations are for droughts
and water limitations, extreme
weather patterns like monsoonal rain
events, more wind, frequent flooding, cyclonic extremes like super
hurricanes and super tornados, and
generally warmer and dryer temperatures during growing seasons.

(Pictured in sidebar) Garth Highsmith of
Dropstone Farms welcomed these new piglets
earlier this spring.
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These changes mean disease-carrying
insects and pathogens will be flung
further along by strong winds and have
broader ranges that are more habitable for them. It means great impacts
on agriculture in general with less
availability of hay and grain and the
associated increases in costs due to
greater diseases affecting crops, etc.

What Can Be Done?
Management is key! First, understand
disease risks and what can be done
to break connections. More than ever,
pasture management is important to
reduce bare spots and overgrazing so
there’s less dust in the summer and no
mud in winter. Implement mud management techniques to reduce habitat
for disease carrying organisms such as
using footing in confinement areas and
gutters and downspouts on buildings.
Clean water troughs regularly to reduce
mosquito and insect habitat, or use
goldfish or mosquito dunks labelled
safe for livestock. Learn and implement
water conservation methods at home
and on the farm or ranch. Managing for
uncertainty means taking action to plan
and prepare for changes in our climate.
Excerpts for this article were from
Climate Change and Horse Keeping: Managing the Uncertainty, by Alayne Blickle,
Horses for Clean Water, printed in The
Horse, Your Guide to Equine Health
Care, Digital Edition. April 18, 2014.

Summer Classes for Farm and Home
Climate and
Farming Workshop
Sunday, JUNE 28
4-6 p.m.
Tahoma Farm
21108 Orville Road E
Orting
New risks are emerging from the threat
of global climate change, and Pierce
County needs to be equipped with
the adaptability to handle temperature extremes, less predictable water
systems, and changing soils to name
a few of the effects. This workshop
will be an overview of the research on
climate change in the Pacific Northwest,
and a few mitigation strategies that
will help to lower agriculture’s carbon
footprint at the same time. Please
email Christine Cooley at christinec@
piercecountycd.org with any questions, or to register for the workshop.

Agritourism Workshop 2
Sunday, JULY 12
1-3 p.m.
Location TBD
This workshop is a continuation of
the workshop held in Orting in March,
and will go deeper on some of the
topics and particular hurdles identified. Insurance agents and marketing
specialists will be presenting about the
unique opportunities in Pierce County.

Soil Workshop
JULY 14
Tacoma – Register for exact
location
Learn about your soil to
make good land management decisions, increase
productivity, save money and
protect our environment.
Different techniques
to examine and understand your soil
Soil amendments including:
traditional, manure and organic
What is soil?
Soil organic matter, micro
& macro organisms
Different soil types and
why it matters

Reinke Farm Tour
Tuesday JULY 21
5:30-7:30 p.m.
Lakebay, Key Peninsula
Souers Family Homestead
Farm – Register for exact address
and/or carpool option
We will visit and tour this 32 acre
permaculture farm together with the
KGI Watershed Council. With about
100 years on the land this multi-generational farm grows a wide variety of
edible plants, including many different
berries and vegetables, together with
bees and chickens. Join to learn more
about permaculture, local farming, and
the watershed. We have a van on hand
for carpooling. Contact Sofia at phone
(253) 845-9770 (ext. 105) or email
sofiag@piercecountycd.org to join.

CONTACT
Unless otherwise noted, please contact
René or Sofia for more information or
to register for one of these classes:

(253) 845-9770
sofiag@piercecountycd.org
renes@piercecountycd.org

Warwick Bryant, Owner/Operator of Kiwi
Fencing led our recent workshop on High
Tensile Fencing, guiding a group of 17
attendees in the installation of a stream
exclusion fence at Charles and Marlene
Pool’s property in Graham.

Got too Much
Livestock Manure?
AUGUST TBD
Location TBD
If you are a farm owner that either
doesn’t have the pasture to spread
manure on, or you just don’t want
to mess with that, then your options
are to remove it from the property,
which can oftentimes be an expensive
endeavor with transportation and
compost facility tipping fees, or to
give it away. Although more and more
gardeners are using manure for its
nutrient content and organic matter
benefits, they generally do not want
uncomposted manure which will tie up
the nitrogen in their gardens and cause
their plants to turn yellow rather green.
In this class, learn how to compost
manure to make it a more desirable and
marketable product. The added benefit
is that through the composting process,
there will be an up to 20% decrease
in the volume of the material, which
will reduce your storage area needs.
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Water Quality Improvement
Summer Monitoring Schedule
Quarterly monitors may schedule their
summer monitoring between June
21, 2015 and September 14, 2015.
Bimonthly monitors are scheduled
to monitor their streams in July and
September. Habitat assessments can
be completed by volunteers for their
stream sites anytime between August
and October. The habitat assessment
identifies and assesses various aspects
of the stream’s habitat. It includes
everything from streambed composition to surrounding land use.
Volunteers are also encouraged to
run replicate tests once or twice a

Secchi Dip-In
The Secchi Dip-In is an annual event
first started in 1994 by Dr. Robert
Carlson. In July, volunteers fan out
across the world to collect transparency data on all types of waterbodies
including lakes, streams, and estuaries
on one day during the two week period
surrounding July 4th. Information
about water quality problems including
everything from algae, and aquatic
weeds, to trash and noise pollution
are also recorded during this time.
Turbidity is affected by water color, silt
and clay particles, and algae. Tracking
changes in turbidity helps us to better
understand the surrounding land uses
and their impact on waterbodies.
This year lake volunteers will complete
the Secchi Dip-in data form during
their July lake monitoring session.
If stream volunteers are interested
in participating in this annual event
contact Isabel Ragland (isabelr@
piercecountycd.org) to reserve a stream
kit and get a Dip-In data form.
(Pictured in sidebar) The Secchi dish in action at
Gravelly Lake collecting transparency data.
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year. The replicate testing includes
the dissolved oxygen, pH, and nitrate
tests. Don’t forget to mention when
you call in to reserve a kit that you will
need extra sample bottles if you are
planning on testing replicate samples.
We have several open monitoring
sites on several streams throughout
the county. If you are not currently
a stream monitor but would like to
learn we are offer stream monitor
trainings. To schedule one contact
Isabel at (253) 845-9770 x 103 or
isabelr@piercecountycd.org.

Summer Creature
Feature
Macroinvertebrates are those very small,
spineless critters that live in the gravels
in our streams. They are an important
part of the stream food web, and they
are also a key indicator of the health of
the stream. The number and diversity of
these creatures can tell us a lot about
the health of our streams because they
spend the bulk of their life in a small
area, they have a short life span, and
have different sensitivities to water
pollution. Each summer volunteers
help us collect samples of these aquatic
organisms from selected streams which
are sent to a lab to be identified and
counted. Pierce County uses the results
to determine biological health of the
stream. If you are interested in lending
a hand with sampling this summer, contact Isabel Ragland at (253) 845-9770
x103 or isabelr@piercecountycd.org.

Local Water Quality Data
In the Spotlight: Creeks Highlighted this Quarter
Wilkeson Creek Stream Monitors:
Jim Anderson, Phyllis Radar
Coplar Creek Stream Monitors:
Jim & Jay Newman
KGI WATERSHED

PIERCE COUNTY WATERSHEDS

CHAMBERS-CLOVER
WATERSHED

Wilkeson
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NISQUALLY RIVER
WATERSHED
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ually
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r

White

River

PUYALLUP RIVER
WATERSHED
Carbon River
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Wilkeson and Coplar Creeks are both located in
the Puyallup River Watershed and are salmon bearing streams. Volunteer collected data for dissolved
oxygen levels and water temperature are shown for
Wilkeson Creek beginning in early 2009 and Coplar
Creek beginning in 2013. Dissolved oxygen data is
represented in the bar graph while water temperature data is reflected in the line graph; dotted lines
shows WA State standards. Red bars or dots indicate
results that are outside of State standards.

The Importance of
Volunteer Observations
Volunteers also record observations for
their sites at the time they are out testing
water quality. These observations are very
important in helping us to understand why
dissolved oxygen levels may be low or why
water temperatures may be high. The lower
dissolved oxygen levels in Wilkeson Creek
occurred in late summer/early fall when
flows tend to be much lower, air temperatures
much warmer, and there were also a number
of decomposing salmon carcasses. The site on
Coplar Creek is located in an area where there
is very little canopy cover over the stream.
During summer months the flow can be very
low in this stretch so water will warm up
much faster. During this time, a trash dump
was also noted adjacent to the stream.
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Water Quality Improvement
Record Low Snowpack
Facts and Statistics:

Climate Change –

• The Puyallup/White River
Watershed has been declared
in drought

Warmer than normal temperatures this
year have led to a record low snowpack
in the Cascades and Olympics. The snow
pack is a very important source of water
for many of our streams especially
higher in the watershed. It acts like a
frozen reservoir for rivers, accumulating over the winter and slowly melting
throughout late spring and summer
providing water to streams at a time
when stream levels start to drop.

• Current snowpack for South
Sound is 24% of average
• Statewide, winter temperatures
were 4.7 degrees warmer than
average, the warmest ever
• Winter precipitation was actually average or above average
• Reservoirs are full in Western
Washington

How will it affect our streams?

Low summer flows in streams has an
impact on both water chemistry and
on salmon access to upper reaches of
stream systems. Less water in streams
means the water will heat up earlier in
the season. Higher water temperatures
will lead to lower dissolved oxygen
which is critical for life in the stream.
Less water in streams means more
barriers to salmon migrating upstream
to spawning areas. As summer water
levels continue to drop, redds (salmon
nests) may be left high and dry before
salmon fry are ready to leave the gravels.

Murray Creek
Planting

Eagle Scout
and Small Group
Projects

Murray Creek, the only freshwater
tributary into American lake, is home of
a historic kokanee salmon run. What is a
kokanee salmon? Kokanee are landlocked
sockeye salmon that migrate from their
natal stream into a lake, then return
back to the stream to spawn, never
reaching salt water. Restoration efforts
continue to improve the water quality of
Murray Creek by removing invasive plants
and planting native trees to shade the
creek. Join us in adding more vegetation
along this unique stream system this
fall. RSVP is required to get on base.

We have several projects that need
targeted assistance this summer and fall. If you are looking
for a small group project contact
Melissa at (253) 845-9770 x109 or
melissab@piercecountycd.org.

SEPTEMBER 26, 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
Camp Murray
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Not all streams in Pierce County depend
on the snow pack in the mountains for
summer flows; streams in the ChambersClover and the Key Peninsula-Gig
Harbor-Islands watersheds do not flow
from glaciers or snow covered mountain
areas; while both the Puyallup and the
Nisqually watersheds flow out of glaciers
located on Mt. Rainier. In March, Governor Inslee declared a drought in eleven
river basins located in three regions in
Washington State. These regions include
the north end of the Olympic Peninsula,
the eastern slopes of the Cascades from
Chelan south through Yakima County
and the Walla Walla river basin. In April
the drought declaration was expanded to
include thirteen more river basins. This
expansion now includes the Puyallup
River watershed. The Nisqually watershed
at this time has not been included in the
drought declaration. For more information about the drought declaration and
what that means for local residents,
check out the Ecology website: http://
www.ecy.wa.gov/drought/index.html.

CONTACT
Contact Melissa for details about
this planting event or Eagle
Scout/small group projects:
melissab@piercecountycd.org
(253) 845-9770

Why Salmon Matter
With the return of salmon year after
year, it is important for us to take some
time to think about why this species is
so important and why we work so hard
to protect them. Salmon provide us with
food and jobs; they have a historic and
cultural relevance; and they are a keystone species that indicates water quality health in both fresh and salt water.
The salmon industry is booming,
especially impacting coastal communities where families rely on them
not just as a food source, but also as
a source of income. Salmon produce
over $1 billion of personal income and
create over 60,000 jobs in the Pacific
Northwest alone. Salmon play a huge
role on our plates as well, with the
healthy protein and nutrients they
provide, such as omega-3 fatty acids,
which do a lot of good for our bodies.
Salmon have been revered through time
and across cultures for their inspiring
journeys. Native cultures have welcomed
the salmon’s return to local rivers with
elaborate ceremony and to this day
we continue to celebrate the return of
salmon each fall at both the Nisqually
and Puyallup Salmon Homecomings.
Even commercial fishermen are said

to kiss the first salmon
they catch and return it
to the sea. As with the
salmon industry, this
history is unique to our
region and it is argued
that people living here
today have a deeper
respect for the world
around us because of this
cultural background.
Salmon are one of the
best species for us to
rely on as an indicator of water quality as they are inseparable from their
freshwater, estuarine, and saltwater
ecosystems. Depending on the type of
salmon, they may use the entire river
system, from the headwaters of a stream
all the way to the ocean, or a smaller
portion for a shorter amount of time
and are very sensitive to changes in
water quality. An increase in turbidity, stream blockage, changes in flow,
and increasing temperature are just
some issues that can stop salmon from
functioning properly. A cleaner and more
productive salmon ecosystem means a
larger amount of salmon returning. If
the amount of salmon returning declines

Streetscape Improvement
through Depave
Saturday, JUNE 13
9 a.m.-2 p.m.
McKinley Business District
(parking at Tacoma Christian Church)
3507 McKinley Ave E, Tacoma
We are so excited to be a part of the transformation of the
McKinley Business District (E 35th St through E Division Lane
along McKinley) through removing unsightly pavement in the
planting strips this summer. Join us on rip up 3,000 sqft of
asphalt in this neighborhood, then stick around for a pizza
celebration! The following week BnBuilders are donating
their services to remove an additional 5,000 sqft of concrete
and prep the soil in these planting strips for a fall planting
on October 3rd. This project alone will infiltrate and clean
203,720 gallons of otherwise polluted water runoff each year.

A spawning pair of Chum salmon work their
way upstream to continue one of the Pacific
Northwest’s most important life cycles.

then the health of the ecosystem they
live in may have declined, which is a
great indicator for us to know what
streams need to be taken better care of.
Salmon are a very valuable resource not
only for us, but also for our economy!
The salmon industry especially impacts
coastal communities where families
rely on them not just as a food source,
but also as a source of income. Salmon
like trout, steelhead, and char produce
over a $1 billion of personal income
(Continued on page 14)

We are on the hunt
for unsightly pavement!
Do you know of an overly paved space in
your neighborhood or community, ripe for
re-greening? PCD is looking for candidate
sites to depave all across Pierce County!
A perfect site includes a paved location that:
• will benefit the community - by providing
green space, community gardens, shade trees,
improved aesthetics, or community space
• has community support to assist with planning,
site design, depaving, planting, and maintenance
• is visible to the community at large
• has a willing property owner

If you have the perfect site, contact
Melissa Buckingham at (253) 845-9770
x109 or melissab@piercecountycd.org.
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Volunteers
Needed for the
WA State Fair
SEPTEMBER 11-27
The Washington State Fair is right
around the corner once again and
the District is going to be back in
the always-fun Northwest Outdoors
Building. Amidst the flashing
lights and thundering rides, the
Northwest Outdoors Building offers
fairgoers a chance to experience
a slice of the great outdoors right
on the fairgrounds. Native plants,
rushing water and live trout greet
families as they enter the doors.
There are also free kids activities
such as archery, trout fishing,
snowshoeing, and more. New
this year: come get your photo
taken with Northwest “tools of the
trade,” such as fishing vests, hard
hats, furs and other fun props.
Interested in volunteering at the
district’s booth? We are looking for
volunteers to fill four hour weekend shifts and engage fairgoers as
they travel through the building. It
is a great opportunity to talk with
people about your experience with
the district, whether it be through
a volunteer event, workshop or
other interaction. Volunteers
receive free parking and admission
in appreciation of their efforts.
If you would like to sign up for a
shift at the booth, please contact
Chris at (253) 845-9770 x 112 or
christophert@piercecountycd.org.
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(“Why Salmon Matter” continued from page 13)
and create over 60,000 jobs in pacific
coast regions alone. Salmon play a
huge role on our plates as well with
all the protein and nutrients they
provide. Salmon provide us not only
with ample amounts of protein, but
also with omega-3 fatty acids which
do a lot of good for our bodies.
Omega-3 fatty acids help with asthma,
Rheumatoid arthritis, and help in
preventing Alzheimer’s just to name
a few of the benefits we get from the
omega-3 fatty acids we find in salmon.
We mentioned that salmon are a
keystone species but what is that? A
keystone species is one that other species in an ecosystem depend on for a
specific role, so much so that if it were
removed, the ecosystem would change
drastically. Salmon are a keystone
species because of all the fantastic
things they do for their ecosystems.
When salmon return to their freshwater streams to spawn they bring
with them vast amounts of marine
nutrients upstream to the headwaters
of streams that would otherwise be
considered to have low productivity. In
one study, the trees growing around a
salmon bearing stream received 80% of

their nitrogen from salmon. In coastal
watersheds, like ours in the Puget
Sound, studies have shown that salmon
bring biomass and nutrients from the
sea to freshwater streams that improve
the water quality of those streams.
Additionally, salmon carcasses are
the primary food for aquatic invertebrate, which in turn feed the juvenile
salmon and are also a key food source
for animals like eagles, ducks, and
especially for bears and humans.
In coastal watersheds, like ours in the
Puget Sound, studies have shown that
salmon bring biomass and nutrients
from the sea to freshwater streams
that improve the water quality of those
streams. The reproductive success rate
of salmon depends on carcasses that
provide biomass to their ecosystem,
so even salmon depend on salmon!
These are just a few of the reasons
salmon are considered such an essential
species for our streams. They provide
so much for us that it is crucial for
us to do our part to make sure the
ecosystems they live in are healthy
enough for them to continue to do
all the amazing things they do.

(“Legislature Approves...for Our Work” cont.’d from page 1)
The signing of this bill into law will allow us to finally meet this demand.
In the coming months and years, the District will work with our many stakeholders including private landowners, community members, local elected
officials, tribal governments, and others to ensure the new resources are
targeted in the most strategic and impactful way so that we can continue to
make improvements in protecting and conserving the natural resources of
Pierce County. For now we thank the many legislators who led a bi-partisan
effort to make this new funding available for our critical work and we look
forward to improving our natural resources on an even greater scale.

July

June
June 7

Gleaning Project Kick-Off
Potluck, Lincoln Park, Tacoma,
5-7 p.m. RSVP at http://
tinyurl.com/gleaningkickoff or
call (253) 278-6215.

June 9

Rain Barrel Workshop, 6-7
p.m., Gig Harbor. For more
information contact Jayme at
(253) 845-9770 ext 102, or
jaymeg@piercecountycd.org.

June 10

Rain Barrel Workshop,
7:30-9 p.m., Steilacoom/
Dupont. For more information
contact Chris at (253) 8459770 ext 112, or christophert@piercecountycd.org.

July 1-31

Secchi Dip-In: Lake
Monitoring throughout
July. For more information
contact Isabel at (253)
845-9770 ext 103, or
isabelr@piercecountycd.org.

July 12

Agritourism Workshop 2,
1-3 p.m., Location TBD. For
more information contact
Chrissy at christinec@
piercecountycd.org.

July 14

Soil Workshop, 5-7 p.m.,
Tacoma. For more information contact Sofia at (253)
845-9770 ext 105, or
sofiag@piercecountycd.org.

June 13

McKinley Avenue Depave,
9 a.m.-2 p.m., Tacoma. For more
information contact Melissa
at (253) 845-9770 ext 109, or
melissab@piercecountycd.org.

July 21

Reinke Farm Tour, 5:30-7:30
p.m., Key Peninsula. For more
information contact Sofia at
(253) 845-9770 ext 105, or
sofiag@piercecountycd.org.

June 16

Rain Barrel Workshop, 6-7:30
p.m., Spanaway Elementary. For
more information contact Jayme
at (253) 845-9770 ext 102, or
jaymeg@piercecountycd.org.

July 26

June 25

Garden Networking Night,
5:30-8 p.m., Tacoma. For more
information contact Micaela at
MicaelaC@piercecountycd.org.

Puget Sound Starts Here
Day at the Tacoma Rainiers,
1:35 p.m. Celebrate Puget
Sound while enjoying some
baseball in the sun. Stop
by the concourse for games
and prizes, and get a picture
taken with Scoopy Doo.

June 28

Climate and Farming Workshop, 4-6 p.m., Tahoma Farm.
For more information contact
Chrissy at christinec@piercecountycd.org.

September
Sept 11-27

WA State Fair Volunteers
Needed. For more information contact Chris at (253)
845-9770 ext 112, or christophert@piercecountycd.org.

Sept 26

Murray Creek Planting,
9 a.m.–12 p.m., Camp Murray. For more information
contact Melissa at (253)
845-9770 ext 109, or melissab@piercecountycd.org.

August
Aug TBD

Too Much Manure Workshop,
Location TBD. For more
information contact René
at (253) 845-9770, or
renes@piercecountycd.org.

Who We Are:
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Jeanette Dorner, Chair
Sheila Wynn, Vice-Chair
David Seago, Auditor
Scott Gruber, Member
Ernie Bay, Member
DISTRICT STAFF
Melissa Buckingham, Water Quality Improvement
and Monitoring Program Director
Chrissy Cooley, Agriculture Community
of Interest Coordinator
Micaela Cooley, Urban Agriculture Education
and Outreach Coordinator
Selena Corwin, Senior Finance and
Administrative Director
Emily Garofalo, Local Food Access Specialist
Sofia Gidlund, Key Peninsula, Gig Harbor, and
Islands Watershed Program Manager
Chris Goodman, Water Quality Monitoring
Program Technician
Jayme Gordon, Habitat Improvement and
Environmental Education Program Director
Kathryn Mahan, Budget and Fund
Development Coordinator
Kristen McIvor, Urban Agriculture and
Local Access Program Director
Ryan Mello, Executive Director
Luis Yañez, Habitat Improvement Coordinator
Matt Price, Local Food Access Specialist
Isabel Ragland, Water Quality Monitoring
Program Manager
René Skaggs, Farm Planning and Agricultural
Assistance Program Director
Chris Towe, Habitat Improvement and
Environmental Education Program Coordinator
Allan Warren, Community Engagement Manager
Sam Wells, AmeriCorps Intern
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
Puyallup Field Office
(253) 845-9272

Our Sponsors
The Pierce Conservation District would like to
thank businesses who have helped sponsor the
publication of The Tahoma View. If you or your
business would like to become a sponsor please
call (253) 845-9770.

WOODBROOK NURSERY
Growing Pacific NW Natives
Gig Harbor, WA
Open Tuesday-Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For info check website:
www.woodbrooknativeplantnursery.com
Office phone: 253.857.6808 • Cell: 253.225.1900

Sidebar photo courtesy
of William Harris.
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Upcoming Events..
• McKinley Avenue Depave
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Summer Classes
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