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The Clean Water Act
Article by Lizy Newswanger

In previous articles, we’ve looked at
the ways water enters our streams.
Glacier melt feeds some streams during
the summer, groundwater provides a
consistent water source during dry periods, and rainwater runs into streams.
All these water sources, particularly
rainwater runoff and groundwater
face serious pollution threats that can
disrupt the entire surrounding water
system. So what is being done to
protect our waters? Pierce Conservation
District does a lot of work to protect
local waters; however, we’re hardly
the only ones working to keep our
water clean. Water is a vital resource,
so the responsibility for establishing
standards for water throughout the
U.S. rests on the federal government.
The Clean Water Act (CWA) was enacted
in 1972 by the U.S. Federal Government
to ensure our waters are drinkable,
fishable, and swimmable. Under the
CWA, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) sets water quality
standards for wastewater and contaminants in surface waters. It is unlawful
for any facility—industrial, municipal,
or otherwise—to
discharge any
pollutant into
surface water,
unless they
get a permit
beforehand.

sources of pollution, or single identifiable spots where pollution originates,
such as pipes or ditches. When you
think of the word “pollution,” probably
one of the images that comes to mind is
a factory pumping out toxic waste into
the nearest lake. That is exactly what
the CWA was designed to prevent. Then,
in the late 70’s and early 80’s, folks
began to realize that nonpoint source
pollution was also a huge problem for
surface waters. Nonpoint pollution is
pollution that can result from our daily
activities. The CWA was updated in 1987
to address the problem of nonpoint
source polluted runoff (stormwater).
Protecting water throughout the country is a huge undertaking, and while
the EPA has set the guidelines and
limits for the CWA, it is up to individual
states to administer and enforce the
CWA regulations. In all, it adds up to
a lot of regulations and requirements,
but what exactly are they regulating?
Water quality standards vary between
bodies of surface water, depending on
the uses of that water. Streams, lakes,
(continued on page 14)

In the early
years, the CWA
focused on point
District volunteers
monitor bacteria in
the Clarks Creek basin
to test if this system
is meeting Clean
Water Act standards.

Sidebar photo courtesy of Alisa Schindler, Redpoint Photography.
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Conservation Corner
CONTACT US:
PIERCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT
Phone: (253) 845-9770
Fax: (253) 845-4569
Toll Free: (866) 845-9485
HARVEST PIERCE COUNTY:
(253) 278-6215
EMAIL/WEB:
info@piercecountycd.org
streamteam@piercecountycd.org
www.piercecountycd.org
www.piercecountycd.org/streamteam
MAIL:
P.O. Box 1057
Puyallup, WA 98371
OFFICE LOCATION:
5430 66th Avenue East
Puyallup, WA 98371

Like us on Facebook

Envirothon –
Natural Resource
Competition
Teachers and high school students
interested in natural resources and
environmental science are encouraged to participate in Envirothon.
The fun and competitive spirit of
Envirothon motivates students to
learn about real-world problems and
solutions, and culminates in regional
competitions, followed by the Washington State competition, and the
2015 national competition in Missouri
next summer with teams coming
from across the U.S. and Canada.
Teams from Pierce County participate
in the South Puget Sound Regional
event in May at the Nisqually Wildlife Refuge against other teams of
high school students from Thurston,
Lewis, Kitsap, Mason, and Grays
Harbor counties. Teams rotate through
a series of stations where they are
tested on the topics of aquatic ecology, forestry, soils/land use, and
wildlife. In addition to these subjects,

Plant Sale Deadline Coming Up!
The deadline for pre-orders for the district’s 23rd annual
bare root native plant sale is January 23, 2015. You
can order on-line at www.piercenativeplantsale.com
or request an order form by contacting René at (253)
845-9770 x 106 or renes@piercecountycd.org. As an
incentive to order early, we will holding a drawing
for a 7’ tall balled and burlapped Ponderosa pine tree
for pre-orders mailed in before December 31, 2014.
We are also looking for volunteers to assist March 2-7
with unloading the plants when they arrive, order
bundling, and on the pick-up days in three hour
shifts. Along with coffee, doughnuts, and camaraderie,
all volunteers will receive a free bundle of plants.
Please contact Isabel at (253) 845-9770 x 106 or
isabelr@piercecountycd.org to sign up for a shift.

this year’s featured issue is Urban
and Community Forestry, which is
explored through a team presentation.  
The Pierce Conservation District is committed to encouraging the participation
of local teams, and may be able to
provide assistance in the form of study
materials, transportation, or other
support that a team might need.  Plus,
if a Pierce County team wins regionals, the District will pay the team’s
registration for the state competition!
For more information on what Envirothon is, how it works, how to form a
team, or how to enter, contact Jayme
Gordon at (253) 845-9770 ext. 102
or jaymeg@piercecountycd.org.

Native Plant Workshop and Winter ID Walk
January 10, 10 a.m.-12 p.m.
Snake Lake Nature Center, Tacoma

Are you thinking about adding native plants to your
landscape? Do you want to provide more flowers, seeds,
and habitat for local wildlife? Are you unsure what plants
are ornamental and want to learn more about plants native
to western Washington? Then you will want to attend this
informative workshop led by Jayme Gordon, the district’s
Habitat Improvement and Environmental Education Program
Director. Jayme will give a presentation on native plants
appropriate for home landscaping, and plants suitable for
use in stream and wetland restoration projects. She will
lead the class on a short walk to look at and practice winter
identification of native specimens, so dress for the weather!
Contact Jayme at (253) 845-9770 x 102 or jaymeg@
piercecountycd.org to register and receive directions. Class
may be cancelled if minimum registration is not met.

Sidebar photo courtesy of Alisa Schindler, Redpoint Photography.
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Members of Tacoma Public Schools’ Science
and Math Institute’s Envirothon team gather
around the soil station at the 2014 South
Puget Sound Regional competition.

Department of Natural Resources Small Forest Landowners Office:

Family Forest Fish Passage Program
History

Program Steps

Removing YOUR Fish Barrier

Small forest landowners own 3.2 million
acres of Washington’s forests; about
half the private forestland in the state.
These family forests are important to
fish and include thousands of miles
of fish-bearing streams. A major key
to restoring fish populations in these
streams is removing barriers to fish
passage. A single man-made barrier, such as a damaged or undersized
culvert, can keep fish from reaching
many miles of upstream habitat. To
help protect and restore fish populations, Forest Practices Rules require
that forest landowners address these
fish barriers by 2016. Repairing these
barriers can be costly, especially for a
small forest landowner, so the Washington Legislature established the Family
Forest Fish Passage Program (FFFPP).
This program ensures the following:

1.

Landowner applies for a barrier
evaluation. Apply online:
www.surveymonkey.com/FFFPP.
Contact our office: (360) 902-1404
or email laurie.cox@dnr.wa.gov

2.

Barrier is evaluated and prioritized.
Fish barrier corrections providing the greatest benefit to public
resources are funded first.

3.

Project is funded when it is a high
priority. Fish barrier corrections
providing the greatest benefit to
public resources are funded first.

If you are interested in enrolling in
the program, please submit an application by visiting www.surveymonkey.
com/FFFPP and filling out the one
page form (step 1 above). Submitting this form begins the process of
evaluating your eligibility. It does
not obligate you to participate in
the program. We will contact you to
set up a field visit to evaluate your
crossings and answer any questions.

• Small forest landowners enrolling in
the program are required to fix their
barriers only if financial assistance
is available from the state.
• There is no cost for landowner’s who
have not harvested timber within
three years prior to project selection.

The goal of the Department
of Natural Resources’ Family
Forest Fish Passage Program
is to help landowners improve
fish passage by eliminating
fish passage barriers, such as
undersized or damaged culverts.

4.

Project sponsor manages the
project. FFFPP handles all aspects
of project management including engineering, permitting, and contracting.

Landowner
Testimonials
“It’s a win win: the landowner gets a great structure
that they never could afford
otherwise, and the fish get a
better stream.”
-Holly Koon and Max Duncan

For more information, please
visit: www.dnr.wa.gov/fffpp or
call (360) 360-902-1404.

Before
With financial assistance through the FFFPP
program, an undersized culvert can be
replaced with a bridge to allow fish to reach
previously inaccessible upstream habitat.

“All parties involved in this
project were excellent to work
with. We have a quality bridge
that will last forever.”
-Ron Roberts

After
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Habitat Improvement
District Partners
with Steilacoom
School on
Stormwater
Calendar Project
With grant funding from the ChambersClover Creek Watershed Council, the
district partnered with Saltar’s Point
Elementary to produce artwork for a
community stormwater calendar. The
district, along with Harbor WildWatch,
taught stormwater lessons to 4th grade
students, who then turned what they

Washington State
Fair Wrap-Up
We want to thank all of the volunteers
who helped staff the Conservation
District booth at this year’s Washington
State Fair. Between our jurisdictional
partners, fellow Conservation District
staff, and community volunteers, over
80 people participated in the booth
and interacted with fairgoers in the
Northwest Outdoors Building. The
native plants, Mt. Rainier model, trout

Volunteers from
Girl Scout troop
#45223 are excited
to tell fairgoers
about all that the
district does.
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had learned into drawings that showed
the various ways we can prevent
pollution. The students produced
some amazing drawings, which will be
used to educate the community about
stormwater pollution. If you live in the
Steilacoom or DuPont area, keep an
eye out for these unique calendars!

Northwest Outdoors
Building - At a Glance
• 35 organizations and
agencies represented
• Over 9,700 visitors
• 3,000 snowshoe track
participants
• 3,800 kids at trout
fishing pond
• Over 500 rain barrel
drawing entries
• 1,800 native plants in
the building

fishing, and all of the other activities
that make the building a special place
to visit. This year, our volunteers also
helped oversee Fin, the 25-foot chum
salmon, as kids climbed in and explored
the giant fish. It wouldn’t be a success
every year without the help of our volunteers, so we thank all of you and look
forward to doing it again next year!

Rescheduled!
South Prairie Creek Planting
January 31 & February 7

The mighty salmon need your help.  
This streamside planting, originally
scheduled for last fall, has new dates:  
January 31 and February 7.  Volunteers
are needed both days to help plant
nearly two acres of critical stream bank
habitat in the town of South Prairie
that has been decimated by invasive
knotweed.  As the 945 new trees and
shrubs grow, they will help stabilize the
bank, mitigate flood waters, and provide critical shade and cover for juvenile salmon in South Prairie Creek. Both
plantings events are 9 a.m.-12 p.m.  
Contact Jayme Gordon at (253) 8459770 x 102 or jaymeg@piercecountycd.
org to register and receive directions.

Work Continues in Downtown DuPont
(Pictured above)
Girl Scouts and
LDS Church
volunteers worked
hard to get over
1,300 plants in
the ground.

Following up on this spring’s planting in DuPont,
the district partnered with the City once again for
a volunteer planting along Center Drive. With funding from the district’s Green Partnership Fund,
the City continues to install native kinnikinnick
in the median. 62 volunteers came out on Saturday, October 25 to plant 1,339 kinnikinnick.

Knotweed Program Update 2014
The district wrapped up another
treatment season this summer as we
continued our efforts to restore important salmon bearing waterways, led by
the district’s new Habitat Improvement
Coordinator, Luis Yañez. This year
marked an important milestone for
the district’s knotweed efforts as it
was the first year of re-treatment on
the focus areas in the Upper Nisqually
watershed. Another great combination of the district technicians and
Washington Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) donated Conservation
Corps crews tackled the enormous task
of walking 24 river miles looking for
re-growth after previous years’ efforts.

The South Prairie Creek watershed also
received continued efforts at control
and retreatment. This important salmon
stream that feeds the Carbon River had
two full-time crews working its waterway this summer. The district was also
successful in bringing more homeowners onboard to our control efforts.
Many thank yous to all the Wilkeson
and South Prairie Creek watershed
homeowners who allowed the district
to treat knotweed on their property.
The district also expanded its list of
partners and supporters by completing
smaller treatment efforts. The district
once again worked in the Town of
Steilacoom to control the spread of

knotweed on private parcels and along
the Town’s hiking trails. Steilacoom’s
own Nancy Henderson led the effort
of educating the public and spending a day showing the district staff
the knotweed infestation sites.
The city of Puyallup and Pierce County
Parks and Recreation also teamed up
with the district to complete surveys
of knotweed along the Puyallup River
Walk Trail, Bresemann Forest in Spanaway, and Chambers Creek Canyon.
The district will work with these two
entities to develop management plans
to control this invasive species along
these popular recreation areas.

Trees Are Amazing
We all know that trees are amazing.  Now, thanks to partnerships
with local jurisdictions and grant
funding from the Department
of Natural Resources, there is a
website spreading that message.
Check out www.treesareamazing.
com for information on selecting
trees, planting trees, and more.
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Harvest Pierce County
(Sidebar photo) Students from
Sustainable Roots, a summer program
for children to engage with their food
system, help plant trees at a work
party at the Swan Creek Park Food
Forest this past summer.

The Food Forest at Swan Creek Park
A patch of land in the East Side is
showing us that conservation can be
delicious. Over the past year, a oneacre edible food forest inside Swan
Creek Park, located at E. 42nd St and
Roosevelt, has been taking form. With
the help of many hands, sweat, love,
and community partners, there will
soon be a place for all to both nourish
and educate themselves… and we can
hardly wait!
Permaculture principles guide the food
forest design and mission. Permaculture
is a way to integrate humans and
our need for sustenance holistically
with our environment by emphasizing
biodiversity and sustainable buildings
and irrigation. “Instead of depleting resources by our consumption,”
explains Kelda Lorax, one of the site
coordinators and local permaculture
educators, “Permaculture is important
because it is a way to regenerate the
ecosystems that humans impact.”

Save the date for
this upcoming event!
For details, contact swancreekparkfoodforest@gmail.com
or find them on facebook.

Open House and Final
Plans to be Unveiled

December 5, 4:30-6 p.m.
Lister Elementary School, Tacoma
Come see the final design for the
Food Forest toolshed, give input,
and sign up for work parties
for the shed’s construction!

Harvest Pierce County and MetroParks
have worked to support this incredibly unique concept of community
managed open space. The community
who has taken charge to tending and managing this site is
called Forage Pierce County.
They have bigger plans than
the Food Forest at Swan Creek
Park. Forage Pierce County would
like to “replicate this successful
experience throughout the Pierce
County community by starting other food forests in other
communities, as well as “edible
pathways” so that we can eat
as we walk through our city.

University of Puget
Sound’s Earth Week
Day of Service members
planted aronia, blueberries, currant, rasperry
bushes, and more!
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Proctor Farmers’ Market Launches
“Fresh Bucks” SNAP/EBT Incentive Program
The Proctor Farmers' Market is pleased
to announce their new “Fresh Bucks”
SNAP/EBT Incentive Pilot Program.  
Modeled on the Seattle (King County)
Farmers Market successful “Fresh Bucks”
program, the Proctor Farmers’ Market
now provides SNAP (Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program - formerly
"food stamps') shoppers with extra
buying power, by matching dollars for
their farmers market purchases. With a
swipe of their EBT (Electronic Benefit
Transfer) card at the Proctor Farmers’
Market Info Booth, a SNAP shopper
can obtain a dollar for dollar match of
up to $10.00, per EBT card, per market
day, now through December 20, 2014.
Most everyone is aware that “food scarcity” or “food insecurity” has increased
in recent years for many people across
the United States, particularly since
the financial crisis of 2008-2009. In
an attempt to help make food more
secure, and supplement their low
income customer’s SNAP benefits, many
farmers markets across the country
now offer SNAP/EBT Incentive Programs which allow shoppers to receive
matched dollars for eligible foods.
Pierce County currently has thirteen
farmers markets, and the Proctor Farmers’ Market SNAP/EBT Incentive Pilot
Program, which began on August 2, was
the first in the county. According to
data from the Focus on Food Security:
End Hunger in Washington January
2013 report, 30% of the county resident’s incomes are at or below the 200%
poverty level, and 147,699 receive Basic
Food (food stamps). 17.6% of the City
of Tacoma’s residents have income levels
at the poverty level, and 63% of the
children in the Tacoma School District

are eligible for free
and reduced priced
meals.  Given these
statistics, coupled
with the cutbacks in
SNAP benefits, the City
of Tacoma’s Office of
Environmental Policy
and Sustainability,
with the support of
the Proctor Farmers’ Market, joined
together to fund the
Market’s “Fresh Bucks’
SNAP/EBT Incentive
Pilot Program, which
not only stretches
food dollars for low
income shoppers,
but also promotes
healthy eating and
local agriculture. By
assisting with finding the funding for
this program, the Pierce Conservation
District is supporting programs that
help those in need have the opportunity to purchase local, county-grown,
healthy produce. This in turn helps
keep Pierce County farmers viable.

The “Fresh Bucks”
SNAP/EBT Incentive program not
only stretches food
dollars for low
income shoppers,
it also promotes
healthy eating
and supports local
agriculture.

Other farmers markets in the area
are already on board with SNAP/EBT
Incentive programs. On September 11,
the Tacoma Farmers Market launched
a similar matching program called
“Double Your Dollars,” which now serves
their three locations. With continued
partnership funding, the goal in 2015 is
to spread SNAP/EBT Incentive Programs
to other farmers markets in Pierce
County. For further information, please
go to www.proctorfarmersmarket.com.
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On the Farm
(Sidebar photo) By confining livestock
to paddocks with proper drainage and
footing during wet months, landowners
preserve healthy pastures and avoid
mud and polluted run-off.

District Work Paying Off!
Based on improved marine
water quality, two Pierce
County shellfish growing
areas’ classifications were
upgraded recently. Thirtysix acres in Burley Lagoon
has been upgraded from
“Restricted” to “Conditionally
Approved”, which means that
shellfish can be commercially
harvested in the area, except
for during and after heavy
rain events (1 inch in a 24
hour period).  Sixteen acres
in Minter Bay (Henderson)
has been upgraded from
“Restricted” to “Approved” and a new
marine water station (testing water
quality) has been added to this area.
Both of these areas have benefitted
from active “Pollution Identification
Programs” (PIC) in recent years.
By utilizing these PIC programs
Pierce Conservation District has
worked with many local landown-

Locals and tourists enjoy 179 miles of
shoreline in the Key Peninsula, Gig Harbor,
& Islands watershed area.
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By collecting and composting livestock waste
and storing it away from water and rain,
livestock owners keep bacteria and excessive
nutrients out of streams and ground water.

ers to implement “Best Management Practices” (aka BMPs.)
We are finding that BMPs are having a
real impact reducing “nonpoint source
pollution”. Nonpoint source pollution
is caused by surface water (e.g. rain
water) moving across the ground. This
surface water picks up and carries
away natural and human-made pollutants, eventually depositing them into
lakes, rivers, wetlands, coastal waters,
and ground waters. Some potential
sources of non-point source pollution
are failing septic systems, dog waste,
motor oil from roads and parking lots,
lawn fertilizers, and livestock waste.
In our waterways and shellfish growing areas this type of pollution is one
of the main contributors of pollution
and is a serious concern. Addressing this type of pollution requires
everyone pitching in and eliminating possible sources; however small
the source might seem.  Contact the
Conservation District to learn how you
can eliminate sources of non-point
source pollution and get assistance
implementing BMPs on your land.  

Winter Farm Classes
Mud and Waste
Management Workshop

December 9, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Wilco, Gig Harbor
February 14, 9-11 a.m.
Summit Library, Tacoma
Learn techniques to avoid muddy pastures and ways to remedy existing mud
on your property. We will also discuss
how to store or compost livestock waste
and how to avoid manure mountains,
and what you can do right now to fix
problem situations. Expect plenty of
practical tips and time for discussion
and questions.

Poultry Processing

December 13, 10 a.m.-12 p.m.
Early Bird Farm, Tacoma
If you have been thinking about raising
birds for personal consumption or sale,
but were hesitant to jump in due to
lack of experience or knowledge of
regulations, then this workshop is for
you! WSDA Food Safety Program staff
will provide information on licensing
and rules for retail sales, and class
participants will have the opportunity
to process birds from start to finish (or
just watch) in this hands-on class.

Buying Your Dream Farm
January 22, 6-8 p.m.
Summit Library, Tacoma

Spring is the prime time to look at new
property. Learn how to find the land
that meets your needs whether you
are a commercial farmer, or a weekend
warrior with a few horses. We will look
at soil capabilities using on-line tools
and a staff member from Pierce County
Planning and Land Services will discuss
critical area regulations pertaining to
farming activities and how to utilize
GIS mapping to research properties.

Value Added and
Product Marketing Workshop

January 25, 2-4 p.m.
Key Peninsula Civic Center VFW room
and kitchen, Vaughn
Have you thought about selling your
farm products, such as eggs from your
chickens, locally? Are you curious about
the finances of value added products?
Come meet local farmers and hear their
stories about selling their products.
Learn what is needed for a producer to
access local markets and get tips and
ideas on how to improve your small
scale farm operation. We will also visit
a local industrial kitchen available for
rental and hear from regulators about
the rules around selling farm products.

with livestock waste. At this farm
property, the owners have created
several different pastures and they
are able to utilize rotational grazing
to improve pasture health. This tour
will be mostly outside, so please wear
appropriate clothing and footwear.

Please contact Sofia or René for more
information or to register and receive
directions to one of these upcoming
workshops by calling (253) 845-9770
or by emailing sofiag@piercecountycd.
org, renes@piercecountycd.org.

Horse Farm Tour

February 21, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
Rocky Bay Equine, Kp N, Gig Harbor
Come visit Bo and Linda Weeks at their
12 acre farm where they run a thriving
veterinary practice, including equine
reproductive services.
With the Weeks’ great
knowledge in equine
health they have installed
several best management
practices on their property. We
will walk their farm and stop
by their paddocks to look at
how they moved roof run-off
away from their heavy use
area and discuss different
footing options to prevent
mud. We will also take a
look at the Weeks’ composting
bins and get tips about how to deal

Goat photo courtesy of Alisa Schindler, Redpoint Photography.
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On the Farm
District Welcomes
New Member
to the Team
Sofia Gidlund joined Pierce Conservation
District as the new Key Peninsula, Gig
Harbor and Islands Watershed Program
Manager. This position was held for the
past ten years by the highly valued Erin
Ewald, who now takes on new challenges with Taylor Shellfish. Sofia joins
Pierce Conservation District from King
Conservation District (KCD) where she
was involved in a water quality oriented
outreach project for the Boise Creek
watershed. Sofia also worked with the
farm resource team at KCD, assisting
farmers and landowners with soil testing, manure spreading, cost-share etc.
Sofia came to the conservation districts
after eight years of working for conservation organizations doing community
outreach on topics ranging from climate
change to deep sea underwater canyons.
Sofia also has a background in livestock
and equestrian farming dating back to
her younger years in Sweden, working
for the agricultural university, and a
horse breeding facility. Her master’s

degree from Uppsala University is in
public policy. Sofia is an avid gardener currently looking for acres in Gig
Harbor. During weekends she is most
likely hiking the woods and mountains
looking for mushrooms or skiing the
slopes. Sofia is excited to learn from
the great team at the district and to
meet many of the community members
on Key Peninsula, Gig Harbor or the
Islands in the hopes of being able to
assist with best management practices
and to promote resource conservation.

Second Annual Pierce County Farm Forum
The Pierce County Agriculture Program
is excited to again organize and host a
forum for Pierce County farmers
on expanding local agricultural
markets in partnership with
WSU Extension, Cascade
Harvest Coalition, TacomaPierce County Health
Department, and the
Pierce Conservation District.  The Pierce County Farm
Forum, “Growing Opportunities,” will
be held at the Pioneer Park Pavilion in
Puyallup on Friday, February 27, from
8:30 a.m.- 3:00 p.m. An event specially
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offered for Pierce County farmers, the
interactive Forum features presentations
and discussions on agritourism
and forging new local markets,
and features a farm-to-table
networking session.  
A buffet lunch is included
in the event, with a
$10 suggested donation. Register at:
www.piercecountywa.org/
farmforum or www.eventbrite.com
Enter: Pierce County 2015 Farm Forum
Contact: (253) 798-3724 or farminfo@
co.pierce.wa.us with questions.

District Obtains Its First-Ever Americorps Crew
By Alicia Kellogg, WCC Americorps Crew Supervisor

The Washington Conservation Corps
(WCC) is an AmeriCorps program that
gives 18-25 year-olds the opportunity
to work outside, learn about ecological restoration, and collaborate with
other environmentally-minded members
from all different backgrounds. For two
years (which is the maximum number
of years a corps member is allowed to
serve), I was on a crew in King County
where I was expected to push myself
mentally, physically, and professionally
every day. I quickly fell in love not only
with the work that we did, but also
with the WCC itself. Now, I am lucky
enough to be a crew supervisor for
the WCC and lead the Pierce Conservation District’s first year-long crew!

Mikey Weiske, the Assistant
Supervisor for the crew,
moved up from The Dalles, OR
with his best friend Daniel
(who got hired onto the City
of Puyallup crew). He loves
hiking and snowboarding,
and is looking forward to
learning a lot with the WCC.

This year, we will be working not
only with the district, but also with
Tacoma Metro Parks, PCC Farmland
Trust, Key Peninsula Metropolitan
Parks District, Citizens for a Healthy
Bay, and the City of Puyallup. This
will give our crew the opportunity
to work in many different environments and get to know several great
organizations within Pierce County.

Shawn Cowley is our crew’s Photographer, and he comes to us all the
way from a small town in northeast
Texas where he was raised to think
big and to go out and explore. He
loves eating healthy and is always
willing to share the new snacks he
brings with the rest of the crew.

Our crew Tools Officer, Shayne
Noble, was born and raised
in Roy, WA with Mt. Rainier
in her backyard. She’s an
outdoors enthusiast, loves
nature, and has been playing
violin for the past thirteen years. You
can hear her play every Thursday with
the Pierce College community orchestra!

Safety Officer Jazz English comes to
the WCC looking for a new adventure.
He loves writing, being outdoors,

The district’s Washington
Conservation Corps crew
assists with a planting
along Clarks Creek.

and meeting new people, and he
looks forward to seeing more of
Washington during his service year.
Kira Peck, the crew Production Officer,
is originally from Puyallup and now
lives in Lakewood. She received a BS
from Evergreen in 2013. She volunteers
at the Wild Felids Advocacy Center
and hopes to find a career working with wildlife after the WCC.
We look forward to working alongside
district staff and volunteers on projects,
and to increase the district’s capacity
to improve the natural resources in
Pierce County in the coming year.

District Events in Our Community...

Key Peninsula Farm Tour

Fall Family Garden Festival

Salmon Homecoming

Hundreds took the opportunity to visit
twelve locations on Key Peninsula,
including six farms, to enjoy family activities, food, crafts and much
more during the Key Peninsula Farm
Tour October 4. The district had a
booth at Creviston Valley Farm.

On October 4, families from around
the area visited the WSU Master
Gardeners Demonstration Garden in
Puyallup for activities and entertainment on topics like yard care,
tree planting, and composting.

Over 500 people attended the
Puyallup Salmon Homecoming
October 11 to enjoy music, kids’
activities, salmon tours and more.
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Water Quality Improvement
Eagle Scouts and
Site Stewards
Make Way for
Spring Planting
Between several Eagle Scout candidates
and our trusted Site Stewards, we have
cleared over 2,000 sqft of reed canary
grass and blackberry to expand the
riparian corridor along Silver Creek.  
Join us on March 7, 2015 as we plant
bare root trees and shrubs on more
of the City of Puyallup’s property.
Event runs from 9 a.m. -12 p.m. RSVP
with Melissa at (253) 845-9770 x 109
or melissab@piercecountycd.org.

Puyallup Depaves to Make Way for Trees
In many cities, over half of
the urban land is paved for
roadways and parking lots.
To provide relief to this
grey landscape and provide
areas for water to slow
down and soak into the
ground, cities put in planting strips.  Unfortunately
over time some of these
planting areas are themselves paved over, adding to
the impervious percentage
of a city. In early October
a hard working group of
15 volunteers ripped up
over 2,000 sqft of pavement in two
planting strips in Puyallup. The Depave
work was followed by a street tree
and water-wise planting by All Saints
Catholic School students. This project
highlights how improvement projects
also build a community’s investment in
the places they live, work, and play.
We are looking to build community all
around Pierce County through DepavSidebar photo courtesy of Zeno Martin.
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ing. Do you know of a paved over,
wasted space that could be converted
into a community gathering place?
Some community space ideas are: a
space with trees and benches, pervious
landscaping with child play equipment,
or nature plantings. Do you know of a
wasted space that could be converted
into a community place? If so, contact
Melissa at (253) 845-9770 x 109 or
melissab@piercecountycd.org.

Winter Monitoring Schedules
Quarterly monitors may schedule
their winter monitoring between
December 21 and March 14.
Bimonthly monitors are scheduled to monitor their streams in
January and March. We are entering the time of year when there
are higher and swifter stream
flows so be careful when entering streams to collect samples
and take stream measurements.  

Volunteers are also encouraged to run
replicate tests once or twice a year. The
replicate testing includes the dissolved
oxygen, pH, and nitrate tests. Don’t
forget to mention when you call in
to reserve a kit that you will need
extra sample bottles if you are planning on testing replicate samples.

Volunteer
Fecal Monitoring
Program

We are happy to report that the Clarks
Creek fecal monitoring program is up
and running. Need a reminder as to
why we have added this program to
our Water Quality monitoring program?
Clarks Creek and its tributaries flow
through a variety of land uses in the
watershed from urban and suburban
areas to farm lands. Each of these

Rody
Creek

Volunteers can choose to follow a
quarterly, every other month, or
monthly stream monitoring sched-

ule, depending on which works
best for each individual. Please
contact Isabel if you have any
questions about which monitoring schedule you should follow.
If you are not currently a stream
monitor but would like to learn
contact Isabel at (253) 845-9770
x 103 or isabelr@piercecountycd.
org to schedule a training.

areas can be a source of fecal coliform contamination of the streams
within the watershed. In our 16-month
program, trained volunteers are out
monitoring water quality and collecting
samples from several sites on Clarks
Creek and its tributaries for lab analysis
for fecal coliform. The results of their
sampling will help us to determine
where we need to focus our various
programs to help clean up the Clarks
Creek watershed. For example, if we
notice higher fecal contamination in
the urban landscapes we may deliver
a pet waste campaign, not a livestock
manure management program.

Clarks
Creek URBAN

FARMLAND

Clarks Creek Fecal
Monitoring Program
By the end of this 13-month
program, we will be able to
determine where we need
to focus or efforts to reduce
fecal coliform contamination in the Clarks Creek
watershed with its myriad
of land use types.

Meeker
Creek

STREAMBANK

STREAM
Silver
Creek

Unnamed
Tributary

PASTURE
Meeker
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Meet Our Newest Northwest
Leadership Foundation Intern, Sam
Hello, my name is Sam
Wells and I am this year’s
Americorps Intern. I am
from Paris, Kentucky and
graduated from Western
Kentucky University in the
spring of 2014. I have a love
for biking, hiking, and just
traveling in general. Before
my drive out to Washington
I spent a month backpack-

ing across Europe, this picture of me
was from my time in Switzerland!
I am new to both conservation work
and the Pierce County area but I am
excited to be part of such a great
group of employees and volunteers
who care so much about the community they live in. I have a passion for
helping others and being outdoors so
I am positive I will have a great year
with Pierce Conservation District.     

(The “Clean Water Act” continued from page 1)
and rivers are held to the water quality
standards needed by their most sensitive usage. In the South Sound area,
the most sensitive usage of our rivers
and streams is by salmon, who need
high water quality to thrive. (It should
be noted that standards of drinking
water are protected by the Safe Drinking Water Act, not addressed here.)
Pierce Conservation District is a nonregulatory government agency, so our
job is not to police Pierce County for

CWA violations. However, our volunteer monitors do test many streams
around the county and those streams
are held to the standards established
by CWA. If a body of water we test
consistently does not meet the required
standards, or shows an unseasonal
fluctuation, we report the change to
the jurisdiction responsible for the
stream so that they can take action.

Information obtained from the
United States Environmental
Protection Agency website. To
learn more, go to www.epa.gov.

It takes all of us to keep our waters
clean. We have many projects that focus

WOODBROOK NURSERY
Growing Pacific NW Natives
Gig Harbor, WA
Open Tuesday-Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For info check website:
www.woodbrooknativeplantnursery.com
Office phone: 253.857.6808 • Cell: 253.225.1900
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on water quality improvement and
protection; from streamside plantings to
Depaving and rain gardens. Check out
our calendar and plan on joining us!

2015 Annual Meeting
This year’s annual meeting will take place on Wednesday, March 11 from 5-8 p.m., location TBD. Event
highlights will include a small reception, a review of
our 2014 accomplishments, and awards ceremony to
honor our volunteers and partners. Please contact
Kathryn by February 20 at (253) 845-9770 x 100 or
katm@piercecountycd.org to reserve your space.

February

December
Dec 5

Swan Creek Park Food Forest
Open House, Lister Elementary,
Tacoma, 4:30-6 p.m. For more
information contact swancreekparkfoodforest@gmail.com or
find them on facebook.

Dec 9

Mud and Waste Management
Workshop, Wilco, Gig Harbor,
5:30-7:30 p.m. Register and
receive directions by contacting
Sofia at (253) 845-9770 x 105 or
sofiag@piercecountycd.org.

Dec 13

Poultry Processing Class,
Early Bird Farm, Tacoma, 10 a.m.
-12 p.m. Register and receive
directions by contacting René at
(253) 845-9770 x 106 or renes@
piercecountycd.org.

January
Jan 10

Native Plant Workshop and
Winter ID Walk, Snake Lake
Nature Center, Tacoma, 10 a.m.12 p.m. Contact Jayme at (253)
845-9770 x 102 or jaymeg@
piercecountycd.org to register.

Jan 10

Cascadia Grains Conference,
South Puget Sound Community
College, Olympia, 7:30 a.m.7:30 p.m. Visit www.cascadiagrains.com for conference
information and to register.

Jan 22

Jan 23

Buying Your Dream Farm,
Summit Library, Tacoma,
6-8 p.m. Register and receive
directions by contacting René
at (253) 845-9770 x 106 or
renes@piercecountycd.org.
Native Plant Sale Pre-Order
Deadline, Order on-line at
www.piercenativeplanstsale.
com or request an order form
by contacting René at (253)
845-9770 x 106 or renes@
piercecountycd.org.

Jan 25

Value Added and Product
Marketing Workshop, Key
Peninsula Civic Center,
Vaughn, 2-4 p.m. Register
and receive directions by
contacting Sofia at (253)
845-9770 x 105 or sofiag@
piercecountycd.org.

Jan 31

South Prairie Creek Planting,
South Prairie, 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
To volunteer for this planting
and receive directions, contact Jayme at (253) 845-9770
x 102 or jaymeg@piercecountycd.org.

Feb 7

Feb 14

South Prairie Creek
Planting, South Prairie,
9 a.m.-12 p.m. To volunteer for this planting and
receive directions, contact
Jayme at (253) 845-9770
x 102 or jaymeg@piercecountycd.org.
Second Mud and Waste
Management Class, Summit
Library, Tacoma, 9-11 a.m.
Register and receive directions by contacting René
at (253) 845-9770 x 106 or
renes@piercecountycd.org.

Feb 21

Horse Farm Tour,
Kp N Gig Harbor, 11 a.m.1 p.m. Register and receive
directions by contacting Sofia
at (253) 845-9770 x 105 or
sofiag@piercecountycd.org.

Feb 27

Pierce County Farm Forum,
Pioneer Park Pavilion,
Puyallup, 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m.
Register at: www.piercecountywa.org/farmforum
or www.eventbrite.com
Enter: Pierce County 2015
Farm Forum. For more
information contact (253)
798-3724 or farminfo@
co.pierce.wa.us.  

March
Mar 7

Mar 11

Silver Creek Planting,
Puyallup. 9 a.m.-12 p.m. To
volunteer for this planting
and receive directions, contact Melissa at (253) 8459770 x 109 or melissab@
piercecountycd.org.
Pierce Conservation District
Annual Meeting, Location TBD, 5-8 p.m. Contact
Kathryn by February 20 to
reserve your space at (253)
845-9770 x 100 or katm@
piercecountycd.org.

Who We Are:
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Jeanette Dorner, Chair
Sheila Wynn, Vice-Chair
David Seago, Auditor
Scott Gruber, Member
Ernie Bay, Member
DISTRICT STAFF
Mike Baden, Grant Administration and
Assets Management Director
Melissa Buckingham, Water Quality Improvement
and Monitoring Program Director
Micaela Cooley, Urban Agriculture Education
and Outreach Coordinator
Selena Corwin, Senior Finance and
Administrative Director
Emily Garofalo, Local Food Access Specialist
Sofia Gidlund, Key Peninsula, Gig Harbor, and
Islands Watershed Program Manager
Chris Goodman, Water Quality Monitoring
Program Technician
Jayme Gordon, Habitat Improvement and
Environmental Education Program Director
Kathryn Mahan, Budget and Fund
Development Coordinator
Kristen McIvor, Urban Agriculture and
Local Access Program Director
Ryan Mello, Executive Director
Luis Yañez, Habitat Improvement Coordinator
Matt Price, Local Food Access Specialist
Isabel Ragland, Water Quality Monitoring
Program Manager
René Skaggs, Farm Planning and Agricultural
Assistance Program Director
Chris Towe, Habitat Improvement and
Environmental Education Program Coordinator
Sam Wells, AmeriCorps Intern
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
Puyallup Field Office
(253) 845-9272

Our Sponsors
The Pierce Conservation District would like to
thank businesses who have helped sponsor the
publication of The Tahoma View. If you or your
business would like to become a sponsor please
call (253) 845-9770.

Throughout the Winter…
Eagle Scout & Small Group Projects,
Across Pierce County. If you are in
need of a project, contact Melissa at
(253) 845-9770 x 109 or melissab@
piercecountycd.org.

Photo Contest, Across Pierce County.
A winning photo will be selected monthly to be
featured in our event reminder emails and quarterly for our newsletter. Contact Sam for more
information americorp@piercecountycd.org.

Sidebar photo courtesy of Alisa Schindler, Redpoint Photography.
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CONSERVATION ACROSS PIERCE COUNTY

Upcoming Events..
• Volunteer
Opportunities
• Winter Classes
• 2015 Annual
Meeting
The Tahoma View is published quarterly.
Call (253) 845-9770 or email
info@piercecountycd.org to receive
this free publication, or if you wish to
be removed from the mailing list.
Editor: René Skaggs
Pierce Conservation District is a
subdivision of state government created
to promote the conservation of natural
resources in Pierce County.
Pierce Conservation District programs are
available to all without discrimination.

