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Stream Monitoring Program
People often ask how they can
contribute to Pierce Conservation
District’s work in the county. One of
the programs we’re always looking to
recruit for is our Stream Monitoring
Program, an exciting opportunity
for citizen volunteers to learn about
water quality and contribute to
conservation work in Pierce County.
Monitors are trained by district staff
and provided with the materials to
test their chosen stream. All monitors
test and record a number of aspects
of the stream water and surrounding
area. Together, these factors paint a
picture of the health of the stream.

What is it that monitors
test, and why?
One of the first factors to know about
a stream is water temperature. Most
aquatic life can only live comfortably

in a narrow range of water temperature;
salmon are particularly sensitive. Monitors measure both water and air temperatures using a basic thermometer. Air
temperature influences water temperature, but if shady plants lining a stream
are removed, or if water runs off a road
into the stream, the water temperature
will rise. Streamside erosion and other
sources of sediment can cloud the
water, making it darker and warmer.
Warmer water also means a decrease
in dissolved oxygen, or the amount
of oxygen that can be found in the
water. All forms of stream life, both
plant and animal, need this oxygen
to survive. Cooler water holds more
oxygen while warmer water holds
less. Because salmon require lots of
oxygen in water, warm water stresses
them because they have less oxygen
(Continued on page 13)
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Volunteers Chuck Kirby and Don Olson
monitor water quality in Purdy Creek.
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Conservation Corner
CONTACT US:
PIERCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT
Phone: (253) 845-9770
Fax: (253) 845-4569
Toll Free: (866) 845-9485
HARVEST PIERCE COUNTY:
(253) 278-6215
EMAIL/WEB:
info@piercecountycd.org
streamteam@piercecountycd.org
www.piercecountycd.org
www.piercecountycd.org/streamteam
MAIL:
P.O. Box 1057
Puyallup, WA 98371
OFFICE LOCATION:
5430 66th Avenue East
Puyallup, WA 98371

Like us on Facebook

2015 Native Tree & Plant Sale
Pre-Order Pick-Up and Walk-Up Sale Information
Pre-Order Pick-Up:
Friday, MARCH 6: A-I: 12-2 p.m., J-R:
4-6 p.m., S-Z: 2-4 p.m. OR Saturday,
March 7, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Walk-Up Sale Customers:
Saturday, MARCH 7, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
ONLY
Pierce Conservation District office
5430 66th Ave East
Puyallup, WA 98371

Plant Sale Questions:
Contact René at
(253) 845-9770 x 106

100-200 of each species of bare
root plants remaining from the preorder sale, as well as tree tubes and
Plantskydd animal repellent will be
available for sale. Checks, cash, and
credit cards accepted. A large number
of potted native plants will be available for sale from Woodbrook Nursery
of Gig Harbor both days. Looking for
something in particular? Contact them
at (253) 857-6808. Dan Borba from
Natural Rain Water will be on hand
FRIDAY ONLY selling 60 gallon rain
barrels; cash or check only. Questions for Dan? Call (253)272-8173.

Mike Baden Reluctantly
Moves on After 17 Years
at the District
Mike Baden held many jobs and wore
many hats at the district during his 17
years here. Originally hired as a dairy
farm planner, he moved into assisting
smaller livestock farm owners as the
number of dairy farms in Pierce County
dwindled. With growth of the district’s
programs and assets over the last 15
years, Mike took on the roles of grant,
contract, asset, and property management to take care of that increased
need. Also, being the only staff member
to grow up on a farm, Mike was the
default handyman around here too.
Although Mike mostly worked behind
the scenes these last many years, he still
felt that his work-life was fulfilled by
supporting the mission of the district.
However, he was starting to feel the pull
of his yearning to one day return to
his hometown of Spokane where many
of his family members still live. When
the opportunity arose for him to take a
Sidebar photo courtesy of Alisa Schindler, Redpoint Photography.
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rarely vacant
position on
the east side
of the state
with the
Washington
State Conservation
Commission (WSCC), which is coordinating state agency for all 45 conservation
districts in Washington State, he leapt at
the chance. Mike will still be in the district family in his new capacity with the
WSCC, and will more importantly still be
helping landowners and farmers protect
natural resources. Although Mike will be
sorely missed by us at the district, by
the partners he worked with, and by the
many landowners that he assisted, we
thank him for the many tireless hours
of service he has given the district and
the landowners of Pierce County.

Meet Our New Team Members:
Chrissy Cooley joins us as our new
Agriculture Community of Interest
Coordinator thanks to the Puyallup
Watershed Initiative, a grant funded
program of the Russell Family Foundation. Chrissy is the first coordinator
hired under the Initiative in order
to support the Puyallup agriculture
community as it addresses environmental and social challenges.
“I am super pumped about this
job,” Chrissy exclaimed. “A lot
of people don’t recognize how
important food is and I’m excited
to tackle that challenge.”
Specifically, Chrissy’s job is to help
identify what prevents local food from
getting into the market place and
work with the COI to make the local
food system more efficient. She will
be working with farmers, buyers, local
markets, and any others that share
the values, interests, and goals of the
COI to streamline the infrastructure
surrounding our local food systems.
If all that sounds rather complex, it’s because it is.
“I love finding solutions to complex
challenges,” Chrissy said. “I love
project management and talking
with people; creating communities.
I’m impressed with the people in the
COI and think it can be a template
for other communities to follow.”
Chrissy comes to us from Pacific
Lutheran University where she
was the Sustainability Manager.
She hails from Akron, Ohio and is
an Ohio State Buckeye, so if you
see her, congratulate her on OSU’s
football National Championship!

Allan Warren joined the PCD
team as Community Engagement
Manager in January. This is a
brand new position for the district,
but he has no problem creating
from scratch. Allan comes from a
background of his own non-profit
and business start-ups related to
the environmental field. He holds
a Bachelors in Human Culture, a
major he created, from Santa Clara
University, as well as a M.A. in
Environmental Journalism from
the University of Nevada, Reno.
“My brain is wired towards strategy,” he said. “I like to recognize things
for their full complexity, and then
simplify that complexity for others. “

The District’s new Agriculture Community of Interest Coordinator,
Chrissy Cooley, is shown here playing
along the shores of Puget Sound.

Allan’s first undertaking will
be a full website rebuild,
where he will use his technical skills and messaging
savvy to design better ways
to engage Pierce County
residents. From our valued
volunteers, to stream
enthusiasts, to farmers,
Allan is working to make
sure all can find ways to
build a relationship with
Pierce Conservation District.
“I’m excited to reach out to
the Puget Sound region, and
get more connected to the
community,” he said. “I plan
on elevating the stories that
make Pierce County great. “
Allan will also be coordinating and growing current
projects, most notably the
Depave Program. A native
of Alaska, Allan is now
settled in Enumclaw with his
girlfriend Jillian and their 6 chickens.

The district’s new Community Engagement Manager, Allan Warren, is shown
here enjoying the beauty of Wrangell
St. Elias National Park and Preserve,
and the Nizina River, Alaska.
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Habitat Improvement
Knotweed
Planting Re-cap
We had a great couple of
planting events in the town
of South Prairie on January
31st and February 7th. Well
over 60 volunteers including
Boy Scouts, Orting High School
students, and great seasoned
Stream Team volunteers showed
up to help the District plant
920 native trees and shrubs and
helped move 40 yards of mulch!
These planting events are a
wonderful dovetail effort to the
knotweed eradication work the
District has done in the South
Prairie Creek sub-basin. Many
thanks to those that came
out on one or both days.
(Pictured in sidebar) Over 60
volunteers helped plant native
species following the removal of
invasive Knotweed in South Prairie.

PCD at Spring Fair
Thursday-Sunday,
APRIL 16-19
We can be sure that spring is in the air
when the Puyallup Fairgrounds hosts
the annual Spring Fair, which will run
from April 16-19. Come visit the Conservation District in the Showplex and talk
with our volunteers about upcoming
workshops, volunteer opportunities,
or just to chat about what spring has
in store for us this year. Interested in
volunteering at the booth? We have
three hour shifts available between
10 a.m. and 7 p.m. Kids are eligible to
volunteer, so bring the family down
early and do the Fair before your shift!
Contact Chris to volunteer at (253)
845-9770 ext. 112 or christophert@
piercecountycd.org. Visit www.thefair.
com/spring-fair for more information.
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Puget Sound Starts
Here Family Fun Day
Saturday, MAY 30
A day full of free, family fun returns
to the Foss Water Way Seaport (705
Dock Street, Tacoma, WA 98402) for
Puget Sound Starts Here Family Fun
Day on Saturday, May 30. Educators
from around the area are hosting
hands-on activities, lessons, games,
and entertainment related to water
quality and the environment. Come see
interesting marine animals, listen to
live music, and enjoy activities for the
whole family. The event will run from
10 a.m.–2 p.m. and parking is free.
For more information contact Chris at
(253) 845-9770 ext.
112 or christophert@
piercecountycd.org.

Spring Volunteer Events and Workshops!
Volunteers Needed
for Ball Creek Planting

Help Needed for
2015 Children’s Water Festival

Saturday, APRIL 11
9 a.m.-12 p.m.
Contact for Exact Location
Register at:
http://tinyurl.com/BallCreek

Thursday, APRIL 23
8 a.m.-3 p.m.
Tacoma School
District’s
Professional
Development Center,
6501 N. 23rd St., Tacoma

Continuing last November’s successful start to enhancing and restoring
the headwaters of Ball Creek, the
District and PCC Farmland Trust are
partnering to replace invasive blackberries and reed canary grass with
native trees and shrubs this spring.
This 80-acre farm in McMillin (between
Sumner and Orting) has a new tenant and is transitioning from decades
of conventional farming to organic
practices. Last spring, a 300’ pollinator
hedgerow was established in the field
along SR-162, and restoration efforts
along the stream, a tributary to the
Puyallup River, are now underway.

Last year, after more than 10 years
of participating as a presenter, the
District stepped into the large shoes
vacated by the Tacoma-Pierce County
Health Department to coordinate the
annual Children’s Water Festival. This
exciting event will bring together
close to 1,000 5th graders from across
Pierce County on April 23 to learn
about one of our most precious
resources through engaging, interactive, and hands-on experiences.
In addition to all the students, the
Festival also counts on participation
from scores of
water professionals, agencies,
non-profits, and
volunteers to pull
it all together.
You can be part
of this fun event
by volunteering
as a classroom
guide, assistant
to an Expo Hall
or Classroom
activity, or helping with set-up
or take-down.
Volunteer
application
forms are due
March 27, 2015.

Rain Barrel Workshops
Three local cities are sponsoring
rain barrel workshops this spring
to encourage residential rain water
harvesting. The workshops include
a classroom section to learn more
about the pros and cons, ins and
outs of rain barrels, followed by the
opportunity to make and take home
your very own 50-60 gallon rain barrel,
ready to catch the spring rains.
Anyone is welcome to attend the workshops, but you MUST be a resident
of Buckley, Orting, or Gig Harbor to
receive a free rain barrel. Number of
rain barrels is limited, so register soon.
Buckley Rain Barrel Workshop
Monday, MAY 4, 6-7:30 p.m.
Buckley Fire Station
Register at:
http://tinyurl.com/BuckleyRB
Orting Rain Barrel Workshop
Tuesday, MAY 12, 6-7:30 p.m.
Multi-Purpose Center
Register at:
http://tinyurl.com/OrtingRB
Gig Harbor Rain Barrel Workshop
JUNE (exact date TBA), 6-7:30 p.m.
Gig Harbor Civic Center
Register at:
http://tinyurl.com/GigHarborRB

CONTACT
Please contact Jayme Gordon
for more information or to
register for one of these events:
(253) 845-9770 ext. 102
jaymeg@piercecountycd.org

The make-and-take, build-your-own rain barrel activity is one of
the fun and educational components of the spring rain barrel
workshops (limit one rain barrel per household).
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Harvest Pierce County
Gleaning Project Kick-Off Potluck
Sunday, JUNE 7, 5-7 p.m.
Lincoln Park, 801 S. 37th Street, Tacoma
RSVP: http://tinyurl.com/gleaningkickoff or call (253) 278-6215
Harvest Pierce County’s Gleaning
Project harvests excess produce
from farms and backyard fruit trees
and shares the bounty with local
food banks and shelters. Gleaning
events last between 2-4 hours and
involve picking fruit, harvesting
veggies, and hanging out! Save the
date for our annual kick-off where
you will hear a brief overview of
the program and learn how you
can get involved. Come meet other
volunteers, enjoy delicious food,
and get excited for the upcoming
harvest season! We will have a large
soup and salad bar, please bring
a tasty salad topping to share.

(Pictured in sidebar)
Kallie Holt has fun with
small fruits and vines
at the Fruit Tree Stewardship class this past year.

Got Fruit? Give Fruit!
Do you have a healthy fruit tree on your property that produces
more than you can handle? Consider registering your fruit tree
with Harvest Pierce County’s Gleaning Project. We organize
volunteers to help pick your unwanted fruit and share
the harvest with a local food bank or meal site.

Register online:
www.piercecountygleaningproject.org
or call (253) 278-6215
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Veteran gleaning volunteer, Russell
Miller, enjoys the potluck at the
gleaning kick-off in 2014.

Harvest Pierce County
Annual Spring Summit
Saturday, MAY 2
10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Lincoln High School,
701 South 37th Street, Tacoma
Free registration at
www.harvestpiercecounty.org
Join us for the best free event in
town! This is a day for the whole
family to enjoy delicious food,
celebration, and dozens of classes
ranging from horticulture, community skills, and sustainable living.

Lisa of Fair
Tradin’ explains
their work to
attendees at
the 2014 Spring
Summit.

There is a lot to look forward to:
FREE LUNCH of local,
sustainably sourced food
PLANT STARTS for sale grown
by Mount Tahoma FFA and
Lincoln High School
DOZENS OF CLASSES
including Mushroom
101, Fermenting, Food
Preservation, Urban
Foraging, Fruit Tree care,
and Community Skills
EMPOWERING YOUTH
in our community to
share their vision for
Tacoma’s food system

Fun for the
whole family!
Children paint vegetable
tags at our 2014 Spring
Summit with leaders from
Sustainable Roots.

FREE CHILDCARE
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On the Farm
Farm Program by the Numbers
In 2014, the district’s Farm Program staff
worked with landowners to implement a
multitude of best management practices
(BMPs) on their farms to improve water
quality, productivity, and their and their
livestock’s quality of life. From compost
structures that prevent nutrient and
pathogen run-off while turning a waste
product into a valuable commodity, to
cross fencing to facilitate rotational
grazing which improves grass production
and utilization, farm owners have taken
the district’s recommendations and put
Underground outlets: 324’

Stream exclusion: 2.79 ac.

Underground pipeline
for irrigation: 1500’

Heavy use areas created: 5

Poultry processing
equipment rented:
107 times
Site visits: 119
Farm plans: 5
Workshops/info booths: 22
# of people at
workshops: 292
Technical assists via
phone/email: 117
Soil samples: 50
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them into practice. While some projects
have been implemented with the help of
funding through the district’s cost share
program and other funding sources, the
majority were installed by landowners
wanting to improve their farms. If you
are interested in learning more about
BMPs, having your soil analyzed, renting
the manure spreader, or scheduling a
farm visit, please contact Sofia or René,
as we would love to help you implement projects on your farm in 2015!

Heavy use area
fencing: 143’
Heavy use area protection
(footing): 8,850 sqft
Cross fencing: 805’
Pasture renovation: 15 ac.
Nutrient management
of pastures: 57.25 ac.
Manure storage
structures: 4
Cover crops planted: 3 ac.

Manure spreader rentals: 6

Roof runoff
management projects: 2

Hay probe check-outs: 6

Cost share projects: 9

Wetland/pond
exclusion fencing: 601’

District cost share
spent: $9,533.50

Wetland/pond
exclusion: .42 ac.

DOH-PIC cost share
spent: $25,844.57

Stream exclusion
fencing: 3,477’

14-10-SH WSCC cost share
spent: $15,327.25

Spring Classes for Farm and Home
Pasture Renovation
and Fertilizing
Wednesday, MARCH 18,
6:30-8:30 p.m.
King Feed, Eatonville
Are your pastures worn out and in
need of rejuvenation but you aren’t
sure of the proper steps for successful renovation? Are you wanting
your pastures to produce more forage
through the use of fertilizer and lime
but aren’t sure what and how much
to use? Then this class is for you!
Learn about the two main types of
renovation: with equipment or without,
as well as the variations of each one, to
determine what type of process would
be best for you and your property.
You’ll Also Learn:
How to take a soil test
Interpret the results
How to select amendments
Whether to go
conventional or organic
Is the cost of fertilizer worth the
forage gain in your situation?
To create a fertilization schedule for the growing season

Hands-On High Tensile
Electric Fencing Class
DATE TBD (A Friday in April,
9 a.m.-12 p.m.)
Graham
Improve your pasture management
through rotational grazing by constructing safe and relatively low-cost
electric fencing. Bring your gloves and
get hands-on experience in electric
fence construction from Kiwi Fencing as
workshop participants go through proper design, corner construction, energizer grounding, and portable fence usage.

Agritourism Workshop
Tuesday, MARCH 31ST, 6-8 p.m.
Orting City Hall
Farm tours, harvest festivals, pumpkins patches, u-picks, cycling tour
d’farms, harvest fun runs, agriculture driving tours—the sky is the
limit when it comes to activities that
fall under agritourism and Pierce
County is ripe for the picking.
Please join us as we dig deep to learn
from seasoned veterans about our
ag-tourism roots and come together to
build on our successes by creating new
opportunities to re-value and revitalize our local agricultural land. Contact
Chrissy to learn more and to sign up
at christinec@piercecountycd.org.

Don’t forget about the farm
equipment and services
provided by the District:
•

Farm Conservation
Project Funding

•

First one’s free
soil sampling for
pastures, hay fields,
and commercial crops

•

Manure spreader rental

•

Poultry processing unit rental

•

Electric fence construction tool loan

•

Hay probe loan

•

Manure Share Program

Pastured Poultry
MAY
Gig Harbor/Key Peninsula
(contact us for exact location)
Visit a local farm where poultry are
raised and feed on pastures. We will discuss different creative poultry housing
options, such as chicken tractors and
hoop houses, poultry fencing options
for rotational grazing and options
for predator control.
Contact Sofia to learn
more and to sign up
at sofiag@piercecountycd.org or (253)
845-9770 ext. 105.

Learn how to
properly construct
high tensile fencing
to get you started
on an improved pasture management
system at April’s
hands-on electric
fencing class.

CONTACT
Unless otherwise noted, please contact
René or Sofia for more information or
to register for one of these classes:

(253) 845-9770
sofiag@piercecountycd.org
renes@piercecountycd.org
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Water Quality Improvement
Spring Stream
Monitoring Schedules
Quarterly monitors may schedule their
spring monitoring between March 21,
2015 and June 14, 2015. Bi-monthly
monitors are scheduled to monitor their streams in March and May.
Early spring stream flows tend to be
higher and faster than during summer and early fall so be careful when
entering streams to collect samples
and take stream measurements.
Volunteers are also encouraged to run
replicate tests once or twice a year. The
replicate testing includes the dissolved
oxygen, pH, and nitrate tests. Don’t
forget to mention when you call in
to reserve a kit that you will need
extra sample bottles if you are planning on testing replicate samples.

Stream
Monitoring
Workshop
Saturday, MAY 16,
9 a.m.-12 p.m.
Contact: Isabel
isabelr@piercecountycd.org
(253) 845-9770 ext. 103
Volunteer stream monitors
play a key role in stream
stewardship by raising awareness of pollution problems and
providing water quality data
that the community can use
to protect local streams.
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Volunteers can choose to follow a
quarterly, every other month, or
monthly stream monitoring schedule,
depending on which works best for
each individual. Please contact Isabel
if you have any questions about which
monitoring schedule you should follow.
We have several open monitoring sites
on several streams throughout the county. If you are not currently a stream monitor but would
like to learn we are offering a Stream
Monitoring Workshop on Saturday, May 16, 9 a.m.–12 p.m.

Spring Planting and Depave Events!
Plant Trees in Puyallup!

Bust a Move with Depave

Saturday, MARCH 7
9 a.m.-12 p.m.
Clarks Creek Park, Puyallup
Saturday, APRIL 25
9 a.m.-12 p.m.
Silver-Meeker Creek, Puyallup

Saturday, MARCH 14
9 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Habitat For Humanity,
4824 S. Tacoma Way, Tacoma

Join PCD, the Lions Club, and Site
Stewards in planting trees at one of two
events in Puyallup this spring. We will
start out on March 7 (9 a.m.-12 p.m.)
with planting conifers in Clarks Creek
Park to begin growing more evergreen
trees that will help clean Clarks Creek
year round. Then we will be back out at
Silver-Meeker Creek on April 25 (9 a.m.12 p.m.) to install willow cuttings and
clear blackberry for future plantings
in honor of Earth Day and Arbor Day.

Join us in the Habitat For Humanity
parking lot at 4824 South Tacoma Way
in Tacoma to transform an unsightly
asphalt strip into a beautiful landscaped green space, which will also
soak up over 50,000 gallons of water
annually! Volunteers of all ages are welcome. We will provide all the necessary
tools, safety gear, water, snacks and
lunch. Just bring yourselves, a water
bottle, and lots of energy. We’ll start at
9 a.m. and working until about 12:30
p.m. with lunch to follow. Volunteers
are encouraged to come early so we
can start orientation right at 9 a.m.

Plant 10 Trees to
Help Clean Puget Sound
Saturday, MARCH 28
9 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Habitat For Humanity,
4824 S. Tacoma Way, Tacoma
Come on by to help put the finishing green touches on the Habitat for
Humanity planting strip at 4824 South
Tacoma Way Depave site. We’ll be placing 10 trees that will themselves absorb
8,000 gallons of water annually, planting 300 water-wise shrubs, and spreading mulch for added moisture control.
We will provide the tools and snacks.
Please bring your favorite pair of gloves
and dress appropriately for the weather.

CONTACT
Contact Melissa for details about
any of these planting events:
melissab@piercecountycd.org
(253) 845-9770

With the help of over 75 cadets and 20 volunteers we planted 300 of the 450 native trees
and shrubs along Murray Creek on a cold November morning. Our WCC crew came back
out to finish planting and mulching.
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Water Quality Improvement
Lake Kapowsin Considered
as Aquatic Reserve
Because of its unique geologic origins,
natural habitats, and relatively-undeveloped shorelines, Lake Kapowsin is
being considered by Washington State
Department of Natural Resources as the
state’s first freshwater aquatic reserve.
DNR’s Aquatic Reserves Program ensures
environmental protection of designated
lands through preservation, restoration and enhancement activities, and
adaptive management practices. DNR
held two open houses on the proposed
reserve this fall and local citizens
expressed interest in protecting the
natural features of the lake, organizing trash clean-ups, and continued
public access for hunting and fishing.
Lake Kapowsin is a rich example of
Washington’s geology. It was formed
roughly 500-years ago by the Electron
Mudflow off Mt. Rainier. The mud flow
dammed the Puyallup valley, drowning
a mature old-growth forest. Today, the
drowned forest provides intricate and
complex habitat for numerous species

The first homesteaders arrived on Lake
Kapowsin in 1888 and were quickly
followed by a mill, a post office, school
building, and numerous businesses. Mill
employment built the population to its
peak of 500-750 people around 1914,
before fires plagued the small town,
burning down the mills and driving the
workers elsewhere. Shoreline lots were
later condemned as Tacoma planned
to make the lake a reservoir – a plan
that never came to fruition. Scattered
foundations of those old buildings are
now all that remains of the town.
If Kapowsin is designated as a reserve,
the Aquatic Reserve Program would
work with the community to develop a
plan for managing the lake. This plan
would include protection and restoration goals to protect habitat and wildlife that all visitors to the lake enjoy.
DNR can also provide Puget SoundCorps
teams for trash cleanup, public outreach,
water sampling,
invasive plant removal
and other projects.
It is exciting to have the
opportunity to work with
community members to
protect valued assets
of the lake. Uses like
fishing, hunting, birdwatching, and boating
are important to us all
and reserve status can
offer greater protection of these qualities
for years to come.

A quiet winter
day on Lake
Kapowsin.

Sidebar photo courtesy of Alisa Schindler, Redpoint Photography.
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of salmon, trout, and other fish. The
lake’s wetlands provide habitat for
many small mammals and amphibians.

Volunteer Lake Monitoring Program
City of Lakewood
Now in its sixteenth year, Stream Team’s volunteer
lake monitoring program in the City of Lakewood
begins Sunday, May 3. Lake volunteers will be
contacted in April to schedule equipment drop-off and
to arrange for a refresher on monitoring protocols.
Additional lake monitoring volunteers are always welcome, so please let us know if you are interested. If
you are a resident of American, Gravelly, Louise, Carp,
or Steilacoom Lakes and would like more information,
please contact Isabel at isabelr@piercecountycd.org.

(“Stream Monitoring...” continued from page 1)
to breath. Oxygen enters the water
from the surrounding air, and it is
produced by aquatic plants through
photosynthesis during daylight hours.
The pH of water is the measure of
how acidic or basic it is. Neutral water
has a pH of 7; a pH below 7 is acidic
and a pH above is basic. Most aquatic
wildlife need a very narrow range of pH
to survive. An example is that salmon
eggs hatch at a lower rate in low pH
because egg yolk will not convert
into tissue. While there are constant
small changes in pH due to natural
processes such as photosynthesis,
chemical spills in streams can drastically influence the pH of water as well.
Nitrates are one of the major limiting
nutrients found in the water, and are
vital for plant and animal life. Nitrates
result naturally from decomposition
in the water, but if fertilizer, yard
clippings, or animal waste find their
way into a stream, the amount of
nutrients in the water goes above what
it should be. A surplus of nutrients
can cause a sharp increase in plants
and algae, which leads to decreased

oxygen levels and warmer water
temperatures, creating problems for
salmon and other aquatic animals.
Turbidity measures cloudiness of water.
Turbidity can be entirely natural as
streams fed by glacial melt will have
fine particles in the water, called
glacial flour, that were created by
ice grinding against rock. Algae and
sediment also cloud water. However,
not all turbidity is due to natural
causes. Erosion along stream banks
after the removal of stabilizing plants
or polluted runoff from roads and lawns
can greatly increase turbidity, making
survival difficult for life in the water.
In places where the water is not too
deep or fast, monitors can choose
to measure flow, or the amount and
speed of water flowing in a stream.
Once a year, monitors also complete a
habitat assessment of the surrounding area, looking at the surrounding
riparian area and the variety of land
uses. This is an opportunity for them
to observe how the area surrounding
the stream influences water quality.

Overall, the goal of the program is to
educate volunteers about the finer
points of water quality, and provide
data to Pierce Conservation District’s
partner jurisdictions. The Washington
Department of Ecology sets standards
for the quality of surface water based
on requirements of the Clean Water
Act. Every body of water is held to
certain standards for dissolved oxygen,
pH, turbidity, and temperature ranges
based on its most sensitive usage,
usually salmon. If monitors find that
a stream is consistently outside these
ranges, the district will notify the
jurisdiction so they can take action.

VOLUNTEER!
Find out how you can become
a stream monitor!
Contact: Isabel
isabelr@piercecountycd.org
(253) 845-9770 ext. 103
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2015 District
Election

Wednesday, MARCH 11, 2015
4-8 p.m.
Pioneer Park Pavilion
330 S. Meridian
Puyallup, WA
The 2015 District Election is
happening now! We are holding
an election for one seat on our
Board of Supervisors, which
is currently filled by Jeanette
Dorner of Tacoma. If you would
like to cast your vote for this
elected position all you got
to do is show up,
show us
your ID,
and cast
your vote!
To qualify
you must be a
registered voter
who resides
within District
boundaries.

PCD Receives First AmeriCorps NCCC Team
Pierce Conservation District has been
awarded our first ever AmeriCorps
National Civilian Community Corps
(NCCC) team and they began work with
us on January 16th. NCCC is a full-time,
team-based residential service program.
NCCC members are organized into teams
and serve in local communities in all 50
states. NCCC teams complete about four
different 6-8 week long projects in different locations across the country during their 10-month term of service. We
are thrilled to have been awarded this

WOODBROOK NURSERY
Growing Pacific NW Natives
Gig Harbor, WA
Open Tuesday-Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For info check website:
www.woodbrooknativeplantnursery.com
Office phone: 253.857.6808 • Cell: 253.225.1900
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The District’s new NCCC
AmeriCorps team,
pictured here, is seen
working hard to remove
blackberry along Silver
Creek. The team has
had the opportunity to
work alongside all of
our programs and have
been a vital asset in
helping us get ahead on
countless projects.

team because there are so many projects
we need help with. During their stint
with us, the team will be helping with
blackberry removal along Silver Creek,
planting native plants on the Nisqually,
setting up for planting events all across
Pierce County, working with our community gardeners, improving past rain gardens, helping with our annual tree sale,
and so much more! This team is going to
help out a great deal and will help us get
a leg up on busy 2015. Please say hello
to the team if you see them out there!

May

March
Mar 6 & 7

Plant Sale, Pierce Conservation
District, Puyallup. For questions,
contact René at (253) 845-9770,
or renes@piercecountycd.org.

Mar 7

Green-up Clarks Creek Park,
Clarks Creek Park, Puyallup,
9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Register to
volunteer with Melissa at
(253) 845-9770, or melissab@
piercecountycd.org.

Mar 11

Annual Meeting and District
Election, Pioneer Park Pavilion,
Puyallup, 4-8 p.m. For information
contact us at (253) 845-9770, or
info@piercecountycd.org.

Mar 14

Depave, Habitat For Humanity, Tacoma, 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Register to volunteer with
Melissa at (253) 845-9770, or
melissab@piercecountycd.org.

Mar 18

Pasture Renovation and Fertilizing, King Feed, Eatonville,
6:30-8:30 p.m. Register with
René, at (253) 845-9770, or
renes@piercecountycd.org.

Mar 28

Tree Planting, Habitat For
Humanity, Tacoma, 9 a.m.-12:30
p.m. Register to volunteer with
Melissa at (253) 845-9770, or
melissab@piercecountycd.org.

Mar 31

Agritourism Workshop, Orting
City Hall, 6-8 p.m. For additional
information and to register, contact Chrissy at (253)845-9770, or
christinec@piercecountycd.org.

May 2

Harvest Pierce County
Annual Spring Summit,
Lincoln High School,
Tacoma, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Free registration at www.
harvestpiercecounty.org.

Who We Are:

May (TBD)

Pastured Poultry Workshop,
Gig Harbor/Key Peninsula, (exact location TBD).
Contact Sofia to learn more
and to sign up at sofiag@
piercecountycd.org or (253)
845-9770 ext. 105.

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Jeanette Dorner, Chair
Sheila Wynn, Vice-Chair
David Seago, Auditor
Scott Gruber, Member
Ernie Bay, Member

May 4

Buckley Rain Barrel Workshop, Buckley Fire Station,
6-7:30 p.m. Register by contacting Jayme at (253) 8459770 ext. 102, or jaymeg@
piercecountycd.org.

May 12

Orting Rain Barrel Workshop, Multi-Purpose Center,
Orting, 6-7:30 p.m. Register
by contacting Jayme at
(253) 845-9770 ext. 102, or
jaymeg@piercecountycd.org.

May 16

Stream Monitoring Workshop, Pierce Conservation
District, Puyallup, 9 a.m.12 p.m. Contact Isabel at
(253) 845-9770 ext. 103.

May 30

Puget Sound Starts Here
Family Fun Day, Foss
Water Way Seaport, 705 Dock
Street, Tacoma, 10 a.m.-2
p.m. For more information
contact Chris at (253) 8459770 ext. 112, or christophert@piercecountycd.org.

DISTRICT STAFF
Melissa Buckingham, Water Quality Improvement
and Monitoring Program Director
Chrissy Cooley, Agriculture Community
of Interest Coordinator
Micaela Cooley, Urban Agriculture Education
and Outreach Coordinator
Selena Corwin, Senior Finance and
Administrative Director
Emily Garofalo, Local Food Access Specialist
Sofia Gidlund, Key Peninsula, Gig Harbor, and
Islands Watershed Program Manager
Chris Goodman, Water Quality Monitoring
Program Technician
Jayme Gordon, Habitat Improvement and
Environmental Education Program Director
Kathryn Mahan, Budget and Fund
Development Coordinator
Kristen McIvor, Urban Agriculture and
Local Access Program Director
Ryan Mello, Executive Director
Luis Yañez, Habitat Improvement Coordinator
Matt Price, Local Food Access Specialist
Isabel Ragland, Water Quality Monitoring
Program Manager
René Skaggs, Farm Planning and Agricultural
Assistance Program Director
Chris Towe, Habitat Improvement and
Environmental Education Program Coordinator
Allan Warren, Community Engagement Manager
Sam Wells, AmeriCorps Intern

April
Apr (Fri. TBD)

Apr 11

Hands-On High Tensile Electric
Fencing Class, Graham, 9 a.m.12 p.m. Contact René for additional information or to register,
at (253) 845-9770, or renes@
piercecountycd.org.
Ball Creek Planting, Ball Creek,
9 a.m.-12 p.m. Register to
volunteer by contacting Jayme
at (253) 845-9770 ext. 102, or
jaymeg@piercecountycd.org.

Apr 16-19

PCD at Spring Fair, Puyallup
Fairgrounds, 10 a.m.-7 p.m.
Contact Chris to volunteer at
(253) 845-9770 ext. 112, or
christophert@piercecountycd.org.

Apr 23

Children’s Water Festival, Tacoma School District’s Professional Development Center, Tacoma,
8 a.m.-3 p.m. Contact Jayme to
volunteer for this event at (253)
845-9770 ext. 102, or jaymeg@
piercecountycd.org.

June
Jun 7

Gleaning Project Kick-Off
Potluck, Lincoln Park, Tacoma, 5-7 p.m. RSVP at http://
tinyurl.com/gleaningkickoff
or call (253) 278-6215.

Jun (TBD)

Gig Harbor Rain Barrel
Workshop, Gig Harbor Civic
Center, 6-7:30 p.m. Register
by contacting Jayme at
(253) 845-9770 ext. 102, or
jaymeg@piercecountycd.org.

NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
Puyallup Field Office
(253) 845-9272

Our Sponsors
The Pierce Conservation District would like to
thank businesses who have helped sponsor the
publication of The Tahoma View. If you or your
business would like to become a sponsor please
call (253) 845-9770.

Throughout the Spring…
Eagle Scout & Small Group Projects
Across Pierce County. If you are in
need of a project, contact Melissa at
(253) 845-9770 x 109 or melissab@
piercecountycd.org.

Photo Contest
Across Pierce County. A winning photo will be selected
monthly to be featured in our event reminder emails
and quarterly for our newsletter. Contact Sam for more
information americorp@piercecountycd.org.

Sidebar photo courtesy of Alisa Schindler, Redpoint Photography.
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CONSERVATION ACROSS PIERCE COUNTY

Upcoming Events..
• 2015 Annual
Meeting
• 2015 District
Elections
• Volunteer
Opportunities
• Spring Classes
The Tahoma View is published quarterly.
Call (253) 845-9770 or email
info@piercecountycd.org to receive
this free publication, or if you wish to
be removed from the mailing list.
Editors: Allan Warren and René Skaggs
Pierce Conservation District is a
subdivision of state government created
to promote the conservation of natural
resources in Pierce County.
Pierce Conservation District programs are
available to all without discrimination.

